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$80,000,000 DANCE COST 





for a year by 


French Cesino (N. Y.) privilege. 





$40,000 for Hat Check Privilege 


An idea of how much coatroom concessions, 
privilege, are worth is gathered from the $40,000 advance payment 
Abe Ellis and Oscar 
It’s approximately 2% 

A $40,000 coat and cigaret privilege means that the annual gross of 
the restaurant or cabaret must be around $2,000,000. 


including the cigaret 


the 
#£Yoss. 


Rose for 
of the 


Markowich to Billy 








SHOW BIZ NOW 


EYEING THAT 
D.C. COIN 


Washington, Dec. 28. 

With an eye to b.o., theatrical and 
sports promoters have begun the 
scramble to establish a foothold in 
the nation’s capital and put out ve- 
hicles that will pry the dough out of 
the pockets of more than 120,000 em- 
ployees here on the Government pay 
rolls. , 

Owner George Marshall of the 
champion Redskins demonstrated 
what could be done in the capital 
when he packed up his grid troupe 
and moved in from Boston. Six years 
in Beantown was no sporting propo- 


sition, and from a gross deiicit of 
$85,000, Slingin? Sammy  Baugh’s 
passing artistry and Cliff Battles’ 


fleet halfbacking helped to a reported 
profit of $155,000 on the single season 
to Marshall. 

The National Hockey League is 
angling to plant one of its weaker 
franchises in the capital to allow the 

(Continued on page 23) 


BURNSIDE PAGEANT 
FOR N..Y.’S 1939 FAIR 





R. H. Burnside will present a pag- 
eant entitled ‘Through the Ages’ at 
the New York World’s Fair in 1939, 
with 2,500 player ‘s and several hun- 
dred musicians engaged. Feature will 
b2 a visual history of the theatre, 
Opera and dance. Burnside staged 
the spectacle ‘Freedom’ at the Philly 
Sesquicentennial in 1926, and will 
follow the same general line of pre- 
sentation in New York. 

Invitation came from 
Whalen, fair prez, 
ot 


Grovet 


airman 
mittee 


World’s ‘Champ Cowboy 


Salt Lake City, 
Bowman, of 
receive a cash prize and 

us trophies as the 1937 

world’s champion cowboy when the 

Rodeo Association of America holds 

ts annual convention § in 

Utah, Jan. 7-8, it was reported by 

local R.A A. officials today (28). 

Poni mulkey of Boise, Idaho, fin- 

second in the national ratings 


fc 2 cae 
al the seo nm. sowman scored 7021 
Points and Mu they 5395. 


Dec. 28. 
Everett 
Ariz., will 


numer 





DOUBLE WEDDING 


Showman Pete Kalaris’ 
Screen Tieup 


Family and 


Chicago, Dec. 28. 

Pete Kalaris has a brother George, 
and a sister Xenia. Both the brother 
and sister wish to be married in 
March to others, but Pete Kalaris 
made them change the date to Jan. 7, 
beeause he is playing ‘Double Wed- 
jing’ on that date, and a real double 
wedding will tie in nicely, and help 
fill up his cash drawer. 

But after they had agreed, both 
brides got very mad, because every- 
body is calling Pete Kalaris a show- 
man-at-heart and that they aren’t 
even noticed. 


‘Danger of Using P. A. 


System When Stewed 
Niteowls Get Near It 


Instance of how dangerous it can 
be to recruit from an audience for 
gags or other purposes was embar- 
rassingly demonstrated Saturday 
night (25) at the Hollywood restau- 
rant, N. Y., when a stewed visiting 
fireman, in a Big Apple number, 
spoke plenty out of turn. 

Jack Waldron, m.c.,. working at 
the mike, after efforts to get the 
peasant off the floor, thus assisted 
in loudly broadcasting the stew’s 
remark, 

Restaurant didn't 
the place, however, 


ask him to leave 
taking it good- 


naturedly, as did most of the cus- 
tomers 

Patron finally left the floor and 
returned to his table for more of 
what bit him. Having pulled him 
into the B. A. number, the Holly- | 


wood management had only 
blame and couldn't very 
him to scram 


itself to 
well ask 


‘BROTHER JUGGLERS 


and John Golden. | 
of the entertainment com- | 


| 


it 


Ogden, | 


| 
al 
| 


performer. 


IN COMEBACK AT 70 


Paris, Dec. 19. 
i cycle of ‘come- 
and 70, the brothers 


‘rica has had 
but at 638 


Am 


backs’ 


| Isola, Emile and Vincent, are doing 
Hillville, | 


ove of their own, as jugglers and in 
their own intime variety house, 
viere in former years they were 
akin to the Shuberts as French 
impres rios of opercttas. 

Came the crash, chiefly via bad 
stock market investments, and the 


[sol is 


trouping as 


their 
(comedy 


recoursed to 
jongleurs 

rs), touring France, Belgium, etc.. 
ind proving that they were still good 
if unlucky on the 


jus- 


bourse 


original | 


| sane every 
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Statistics Not Easy to Get, 
but Trade Thinks| 
400,090 (Union and Non- 
Union) Obtain Full 
Part-Time 


NUTTY: 
RAN AID 








or | 


+ 


‘Hatrack Legit’ Broadway's New 





| 


Employment. | 


as Dispensers of Dance) 


and Cocktail Music 


18,000 TRAVEL 


By JOHN HUBLEY 


Dance-conscious America is 
laying an estimated 
the line annually for 
sic. Statistics, often 
mations, mention 


its dance 
mere 
part or full time 
employment to 400,000 musicians 
(union and non-union) in 
ent types of places. Even the De- 
partment of Commerce cannot keep 
up with this uncertain industry. 
Radio, recordings and repeal of pro- 
hibition all have encouraged, in- 
fluenced and educated the public to 


its present aptitude and attitude as} L 
| project. 


concerns dansapation. 
Estimated $60,000,000 


gross of 


now 
$30,000,000) on j 


| 





Campaign to Further the Stage 





Tempus Dentus 


Kitty Doner tells this one on 
herself when cornered by a fan 
outside a Jersey vaude house. 

Fan: ‘Didn’t I see you in a 
show. at the old Winter CGar- 
den”’ 

K. D.: ‘Yes, that’s right.’ 

Fan: ‘My Gawd, it’s wonder- 
ful how your teeth have held 
out.’ 











Apt. House Bingo 


mu- | 
IPpProxt- | 


differ- | 


| 


And Off-the-Arm 
Dances—New Cag 


Local show biz is in for 
headaches due to the recent develop- 
ment of three new 
| to beat commercial show biz tariffs 


| Two of the tricks, apartment lobby | 


parties and hiring of ballrooms for 
self-promoted bingo games, were de- 
veloped by the public themselves 


The other, cuffo dances at local mu- | 


nicipal pools, is a combo city-WPA 


somewhere along 


1,400 licensed brokers and an added | spread, 


(Continued on page 4)) 


A STEAK-HOUSE. 
GOES VOODOO: 
JAM SESSION 


By MARIAN SQUIRE 











' 





New York’s Hickory House. quiet 
ly devoting itself to good steaks, etc., 
six days a week, goes definitely in- 


Sunday afternoon with 


its jam sessions. People stand on 
the street and in the doorway to 
hear the mad moanings of Joe Mat 
sala’s band (white) and the Three 


Peppers (colored)—and the H 


management maintains that 


walk crowd is just about as profi 

able to the house as the audience 
inside, For the ‘se ms lure a 
young crowd with more e ism 
than spending mone Philosophie 

ally, the management tells of three 
profligate colledin whos ordered 
one scotch and ida. and snent the 


entire afternoon making a loving cup 
of the solo drink 


‘Jam sessi yn.” in ence It rad wn 
explanation, is ring th epilensy. 
AS explained }: WIN yor Joe 
Marsala, jam musie with no holds 
and no notes barred One instru- 
ment takes a lead of sort ind the 


rest of the outfit use their musical 
imagination on their respective in- 


(Continued on page 


| nabe 


More and more is the bingo craze 
spreading from church, school and 
| strictly commercial enter prises (long 

bane to theatres) to a more per- 

sonalized thing. Couple hires 
hall, ete., and promote 
| friends, relatives, et al., to 
the usual prize payoff. Investment is 
small and with proper timing 
buildup is almost surefire 
maker for local promoters. 

Write-off on the house 
thing is hardiy a drop in the bucket 
for tenants in the average, 
‘quipped apartments. Such 
big lobbies and in other in- 
extra rooms for parties, for 
(Continued on page 25) 


in idle 
their 


money 


usually 


Nave 


tances, 


more | 


wrinkles designed | 


All three cut into the take | 
the line and can | 


attend for | 


and | 


parties | c 


modern | 





A new and novel form of legit 
ictivity is flourishing right now on 
Broadway. It’s not a commercial 
venture, It’s nothing which can 
bring tangible results immediately. 
It's not even anything which its 
sponsors, the American Theatre 
Council, are sure will prove any- 
thing. But serious voluntary work 
is being done, and plenty of it. It's 
1long lines of long-range planning 
which is intended to give both 
the experienced and young hopefuls 
a chance. 

Perhips .ne simpiest name to cover 
t is ATC activity, leading spirit  f 

lich is Antoinette Perry, is ‘hat- 


| rack legit.” The boys and girls just 
| ha 


ix hats and coats (more 
than likely there isn’t even a hate 
reck) and go to work, either at re- 


| Learsals, or if completely unknown, 
audition before a group of managecs. 
"hese are the two general divisions 
auditions and rehearsals. Present- 
l; ther ’s a great deal of hush-hush 
a',ut p-rsonalities involved, to avoid 
any possibility of jealousy cropping 
up, but later on it’s possible that all 
names may be mad» public. 
Altogether 3.600 applications were 
received by the American Theatre 
(Continued on page 55) 


SAFETY BROADCASTS 
FROM SEATTLE MORGUE 


Seattle, Dec. 28. 
Now radio is broadcasting from 
the morgue. It’s a safety program 
over KRSC. Announcer Ted Bell 
and University of Washin“ton 


Campus radio players launched pro- 
Sram from the coroner's chamber 
-Ontaining the victims of traffic ace« 
| cidents. 


Gruesome reality 


of program was 
enhanced 


when the amateur actors 
were affected by their surroundings 
and their quivery voices made it 
plenty 


authentic to listeners. 
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‘REVIEW AND REVISION’ IS A NEW MOVE 
TO BETTER RELATIONS WITH EXHIBS 


If Biz Doesn’t Pan Out, 


Down— It’s 


a Sop for 


Percentage Terms Drop| 


Exhibs and Relieves 


Exchanges of Headaches 


Chicago, Dec. 28. 
With the exhibitors putting up in- 
creasing Op} ition 
ism to percentage plc 
first place, and hi 


es In 


OS and antag 
‘tures in 

gh percentages and 
the 
finding a 
pleasant relationship 
by instituting con- 
‘review and re- 


rental figui second place, 


distributors are new ave- 
nue to more 
with the exhibs 
tracts which contain 
vision’ clauses. 
Most prevailing form of these re- 
view and revision clauses is the 
stipulation of, say 35% for the dis- 


tributor on aspecified number of 
pictures, but with the percentage 
take to drop to 30% in the cases | 
in which a particular picture fails to 
hit a certain gross figure 

In this way the exchanges are 


managing to get around the squawks 
of exhibs who have complained that 
they were paying too much on per- 
centage flickers, particularly in view 
of the fact that several of these | 
sharing pictures didn’t give value 
received insofar as actual profit to 
the theatre was concerned. 

Exhibs are seeking as many of | 
these review and revision clauses as 
possible, seeing in them a real in- 
surance of satisfactory adjustments 
should pictures fail to come up to 
box-office expectations. 

They’re asking for similar clause 
agreements on straight rental pic- 
tures, figured on a total gross re- 
ceipts of all of the distributor’s pic- 
tures in a specified price bracket. 
But the exchanges aren't interested 
in such arrangements, feeling that 
this would involve too much ac- 
counting and run the cost of dis- 
tribution too high for profitable 
operation. 


CONDOR PLANS 
100%, PAYOFF 


Hollywood, Dec. 28. 


With arrival here of H. J. Roth- 
man, new board and executive 
committee chairman of Condor Pic- 
tures, creditors of the company go 
into session tomorrow (29) to launch 
a plan for reorganization on a basis 
of 100% payment of outstanding 
claims. Rothman’s plan, which will 
be submitted to federal court for 
approval, provides for reinstate- 
ment of all production contracts 
and completion of deliveries con- 
tracted for. 

Meanwhile, Automatic Products 
Corp., of Chicago, a Condor creditor 
in the sum of $118,000, presented 
its claims before Federal Judge 
Cosgrave in Los Angeles yesterday | 
(Monday). Rothman’s reorganiza- 
tion prospectus is 
eliminate all temporary plans here- 
tofore made involving any connec- 
tion between Condor and Automatic 
Products, also the Lester Cowan in- 
terests. 








Conn’s Plea for Washup 





Hollywood, Dec. 28. 

Bankruptcy petition filed by Mau- 
rice Conn, prez of Ambassador Pic- 
tures, Inc., lists debts of $200,142 
against assets totaling $151,000, 
sisting of 151,000 shares of 
bassador stock. New petition is 
Conn’s personal plea, distinct from 


the 77B petitions of Ambassador and | 


understood to| 


cone } 
Am- |} 


7 


| Youths’ Nix on War Pix 








HAYS’ RADIO TALK 


Yesterday on " CBS—Reviewed 
Radio Dept. 
Will Hays, who spent the Christ- | 


holidays at his home in Indiana 


returned in time yesterday (Tues.) 


to broadcast his Department of Com- 
merce radio talk over WABC-CBS 
Spok: ine, Dec. 28 network. [The radio talk is reviewed 

The Spokane Council of Christian in detail in this issue.] 
rom acaghed : dace epi hnae He will remain in New York un- 
condemning ‘Annapolis Salute, Navy ‘i id. aides of Sena’ teens 
Blue and Gold, ‘Singing Marine,’|"~ 7 08 a sos tell : fa 
‘Submarine D-1,’ ‘Wings Over Hono- |’ two important meetings so al 
lulu,’ ‘Hold "Em, Navy,’ ‘2342 Hours scheduled that will prevent his usual 
Leave.’ ‘Sweethearts of the Navy.’ early January departure for the 
‘You're in the Army Now,’ and ‘Our Coast. One of these will be the 
F.ghting Navy’ as fostering a spirit adjourned December quarterly ses- 
of militarism. sion of the directors of the Motion 
Pictures commended for their ef- | Picture Producers & Distributors’ 
fect in building a sentiment for peace | association, which has been set for 

were ‘The Road Back,’ ‘They Gave | Jan. 4. 

iim a Gun,’ ‘The Dead March,’ ‘The| On Jan. 14, Hays will go to Phila- 
Life of Emile Zola,’ and ‘Lost Hori-|delphia to speak before tne Poor 
zon.’ |}Richard club and receive that or- 


A BROADWAYITE 
ON BROADWAY: 





By JACK OSTERMAN 

| Hold on to your hats boys.. deci} 
| we go again .1938 is just aroun 
the weekend and we hope it “ae 
a more charming personality than | 
1957. We start off by wishing every- 
one a very Happy New Year... .some 


switch, eh?...but we've got another 
right, so we ended that last line with 
a preposifion; we quit school when 
we were a kid. 

We did a lot of running around! 
this week, in fact, we were so busy} 
| that on Xmas Day we had two-days’ 
| growth on our kisser . we looked 

like a five-foot edition of Man 
| Mountain Dean...while rushing on 
our way to our own Variety barber 
shop, one of those typical Broadway 
muggs grabbed us and asked, 
don’t you shave on Xmas?’ We 
swered, ‘Did Santa Claus?’ 

Went to the opening of the former 
Club Osterman, now called ‘Zeke’s’ 





an- 


very nice and the boss, Lee 
Kramer (nothing to do with the 
Hotel Edison), deserves a break. We 
saw ‘Golden Boy’ and enjoyed it, 


even though at the finish Odets was 
frightened by Michael Arlen and had 
his two characters killed in an auto 
crash. Maybe that was the easiest 
way (with apologies to Eugene Wal- 
ter) to get the curtain down on time. 
And the finale of ‘Between The Devil’ 
; Dietz and Schwartz, two fine 
writers, ask the audience how to end 
it when it would have been much 
better had they asked themselves 
how to start it! 

Why doesn't Billy Rose call it ‘The 
| Little Casino?’ And we suggest Arlen 
and Harburg’s ‘God's Country’ as the 
j} theme song for the World’s Fair... 
what, no prize? 


Snapshots While Sapping 
‘Man-About-Town’ 





| 


We open at the 


about 24 hours before this column 
will be read...yeah, we're in business 
again...drop in and see us, it’s 15 
W. 5lst street. (Dear Ed.: Leave this 
in, will ya, you know the holiday 
spirit!) 

Now that we're celebrating our 


fifth month on Variety and dashing 





‘Jackie, | been a drawback in New York and 


line to finish the column with... all | 





I 


| changes in 


| 





| 





| 


out a few things for the Mirror, al] 
we need are two more papers and 
we're a cinch for Loew’s State...are} 
you reading Piermont? 

| Sy (Leeds) Devore, who leaves for 
ithe Coast to grab a store location, | 


won't accept a Hollywood invitation 


|unless there’s a swimming pool, in- 
| side and outside! 

| Whelan’s 47th street’ drugstore raf- 
fled off a large doll the other day 


and the picket outside won it! Ac- 
| cording to the rules they had to de- 
iver it to him outside. 


Conn Productions, Ine. 

Count Louis DeBrantes is named | 
as a Conn creditor in the sum of | | 
$23,000. Conn listed no personal } 


ni 
property and claimed $200 


exemption. 





Ann Sothern Forgiven 


rl hi , 
clothing 


Thoughts While Thinking 

| Wonder if F.D.R. would rather 
the Alv 
Speaking of ‘I'd Rather Be Right 


be 


| we have seen it so often we wis h | 


they'd move the second act to Pros- 


Hollywood, Dec. 28. | pect Park just for a change of scen- 

Ann Sothern is back on the RKO | ery Suggestion to actors who as- 
payroll after being on the suspended | pire to be another Warfield — buy 
list for two weeks due to her re-|some shares of Loew's stock and re- 
fusal to accept the role handed to|tire....‘Navy Blue and Gold,’ swell 
her in ‘Joy of Loving.’ picture at the Capitol; next week 
Another player is playing the]they move from Annapolis to West 
‘Loving’ role. Point with ‘Rosalie’...why not, Ma 


in than the White House? | 


ganization’s annual gold medal in 
behalf of the motion picture indus- 
Medal was awarded this year 
for ‘greatest achievement’ during 
1937, with the picture business so 
designated. He will start for Hol- 
Iywood about Jan. 20. 


Calendar Gives 
Theatres Fewer 
Holiday Breaks 


Slightly disappointing business 
|over the Christmas weekend, partly 
due to a bad break with the holiday 
falling on a Saturday, may cause 
New Year week adver- 


iry. 





tising campaigns, etc., since New 
Year’s Day algo falls on Saturday. 


Nice weather, with too many people 
on the streets, was figured to have 


various other situations. 

Business nationally showed that 
Saturday wasn't as good as the com- 
parable Saturday a year ago, but that 
Sunday was a little better than in 
1936, though not enough to make up 
for this year’s Friday setback. Last 
year Xmas fell on Friday, which 
made it a strong three-day weekend 
at increased holiday prices. 

However, although Thursday and 
Friday ahead of Xmas were both 
bad, this year’s two-day weekend on 
the holiday is not expected to aver- 
age up for very much of a drop as 
compared with last year’s Christmas. 

Theatres everywhere are schedul- 


ing the best pictures available from 
the various distributors for New 
Year's week, although with the holi- 
days falling as they did this year, 
kids get only 10 days out of school 
this year, as against 16 over last 


vear’s holidays. 


‘DISTANT FIELDS’ FOR 
STANWYCK AT RKO 


Hollywood, Dec. 28. 
Jesse L. Lasky will place ‘Distant 
I :lds’ before the cameras at RKO 
Jan. 10, Barbara Stanwyck starred, 
Rowlaid V. Lee directing. 





Writing assignments have Lionel 
Houser screenplaying his original, 


‘Ground Crv.w,’ and Franklin Coen 
scribbing an original, ‘Life Goes to a 
Murde °,’ which Lee Marcus will pro- 
duce. 


N. Y. to L. A. 


Georges Banyai. 
Emanuel Cohen. 
Savington Crampton. 
Mr. and Mrs. Brian 
Mose Gumble. 

Lou Perry. 

Rocco Vocco. 

John 4. Wildberg. 


Donlevy. 





jor Bowes, call it the Capitol Mili- 
tary Academy?...Maestro Joe Rines 
— and this is exclusive — knows a 


Broadwayite who puts himself to 
sleep counting the black sheep in his 
family. When Francis Renault 
played the Victoria theatre in Law- 
rence last week he was billed as 





‘World's Greatest Female Imposter.’ 


In 





Other News of Pix Interest 





U's $20,000 p.a. ideas for 








Norman Allen, 
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Hungary Bans ‘Zola’ 


Budapest, Dec 
‘Life of Emile Zola’ has been defi- 
nitely vetoed by censors here. 
Slurs cast on the army of any 


country or on other governments are 


the reason 


MENTION GRAINGER TO 
SUCCEED J. J. MILSTEIN 


James R. Grainger, sales manager 
who recently quit Universal and is 
now on the Coast, is mentioned as 
posstble successor to J. J. Milstein, 
resigned general sales chief of Re- 
public. Grainger is also reported 
toying with idea of going into a new 
producing-distributing company, 
into U, 
sales mer. 


Grainger 
of Fox. 


Before coming 
was for years gen. 


Von Wymetal in H’wood 
To Prime Screen Operas 


matinesdeil Dec, 28. 

Metro has assigned William von 
Wymetal, formerly associated with 
the Mctropolitan as a grand opera 
produce-, to work on plans for de- 
veloping opera productions for the 
screen. 

He staged a number of sequences 
for ‘Maytime,’ as the result of which 
he has been tied to a term contract. 





‘Dolan’ Sets Up Glazer 
Hollywood, Dec. 28. 

Warners has handed Barney Gla- 
zer ‘The Life of Jimmy Dolan’ as 
his second production assignment, 
with starting date in April. 

Initialer will be “You Can't Escape 
Forever,’ skeded to roll in February. 





L. A. to N. Y. 


Edward L. Alperson, 
Harry Brand. 
Walter Brooks. 
Walter H. Cokell. 
Frank Factor. 

Lynn Farnol. 

Ben Goetz. 

Betty Healy. 

Hal Kemp. 
Alexander Korda, 
Al Lichtman, 

John Litel. 

Helen Meinardi., 
Ken Murray. 

Mary Peace. 
Royer. 

Victor Saville. 
Gerald Savory. 
Murray Silverstone. 
Joseph M. Schenck. 
Harry Tobias. 
Jacqueline Wells. 
Ralph Whitehead. 
Darry] F. Zanuck. 


ARRIVALS 


Whitley, 


Reginald June Knight, 





Marian Anderson, Orlando Barera. 
Raia Garbousova, Frederic Lons- 
dale, Mr. and Mrs. Lewis Milestone. 
Anatole Litvak. Tommy Farr, Henri- 
Diamant-Berger, Paul Berchert. 
Yvonne Asiruc, Richard Rodgers. 
Krosti Vauhanen, Gaspar Cassado. 
Rose Pauly, Clifton Webb. Dame 
Sybil Thorndike, Jessica Taudy, 
Lady Cedric Hardwicke, Irene 
Hertschel, Payne Jennings, Sam 
Engel, 








Selznick Yields on Having Any 
Say on Sales, Metro Will Give S-I 


Pix Special Attention; Deal's OK 


Dec. 28. 
switch fea 


Hollywood 


Contract that will tures 


made by Selznick-Internativnal to 
Metro release is expected to be for- 
mally signatured before the New 
Year, following the reaching of a 
verbal agreement between the two 
principals. Deal provides for David 
O. Selznick to produce 18 pictures 
for Metro release within 30 months, 
starting with the 1938-39 program 

Selznick and Al Lichtman got to- 
gether last week at Palm Springs for 
confabs. Legal huddles also were 
held, participated in on the Selznick 
side by John Wharton, treasurer of 
S-I; Loyd Wright, Danny O'Shea 
of the Selznick studio legal staff, and 
Henry Ginsberg; S-I general man- 
ager; on the Metro end by Edwin 
Loeb and George M. Cohen, of Loeb, 
Walker & Loeb. 

Selznick, it is believed, will be 
conceded the protection for which 
he has held out against having his 


pictures lumped in with the general 
Metro product. For this concession 
it is understood Selznick will waive 


his demand that his representative 
okay all sales contracts on his oute 
put. Metro will provide the entire 
financing for the 18 pictures. 
Bob Rubin’s Huddle 
Discussions held Monday were 
participated in by J. Robert. Rubin, 
Metro’s legal head, here from New 
York. Main issue’ centered on 
Metro’s share of the profits from 


Selznick pictures 
returns, 
As set up, deal calls for M-G to 


on distribution 


release films on a flat 20% dis- 
tribution basis, both foreign and 
domestic. With Selznick-Interna- 


tional having paid in capital of 
around $3,000,000, these resources 
would be utilized for financing pic- 
tures, with Metro to add to that 
amount wherever needed to meet 
production costs. 

Agreement on profit-sharing fig- 
ures, is engrossing conferees, with 
Metro execs vacillating between 25- 
45% of S-I profits, based on amount 
of investment Metro has in product 
turned out for the period. 


Little difficulty expected in 
straightening out the distribution 
matter, to Selznick’s satisfaction, 
with latter waiving his okay on 
every Metro sales contract as as- 
surance his pictures won't be in- 
cluded in block sale of Metro prod- 


uct. 


John Hay Whitney, who returned 
from a hunt trip in Georgia last 
week, plans to leave for the Coast 
Jan. 2 or 3. 

His Selznick-International so far 
indicates no desire to have pictures 
sold with regular lineup of M-G fea- 
tures, but as a separate unit. Con- 
tention of S-I that all of its pie- 
tures will be costly ones, and conse- 
quently should be sold from 
Metro’s regular lineup. 


apart 


SAILINGS 


Jan. 5 (New York to London), 
Gerald Savory, Irvin Marks, Ben 
Goetz, Victor Saville, Murray Sil- 


verstone (Berengaria , 


Jan. 4 (New York to London), 
Neila Goodelle (Champlain). 

Dec. 26 (New York to London). 
Joseph Schmidt, Tony Howard, A. 
C. Berman, Mr. and Mrs. Dezn 
Gacon de Cavaignac, Ben Blumen- 
thal, Josephine Huston. Jeanne 
Renouard, Mr. and Mrs. Arthur 
Loew (Normandie). 

Dec. 24 (West Indies Cruise), Mr. 
and Mrs. R. B. Wilby ‘Columbus). 

Dec. 22 (West Indies Cruise), Mr. 


and Mrs. C. C, Pettijohn «Saturnia). 


. 
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Financial and Studio Maneuvers 


On All Sides of the RKO Situation: 


Odlum- Spitz 1 | 


Hollywood, Dec. 28 


This is the week that calls for 
concluding negotiations between the 
Atlas-Lehman people and RCA on 
the A-L option to lift the balance 
of RCA’s equity in RKO, for $6,000,- 
000. The option expires Dec. 31 with 
Atlas-Lehman and RCA understood 
figuring, after 


to have been agree- 


ment, on of the equity being 
lifted and part being extended for a 
year. 

As talked about, that meant $1,- 
000.000 was to be lifted now and the 
balance extended, but whethe1 
deal has been closed on that 
remains to be seen. 


part 


basis 


It is possible that the negotiations 
are depending upon conditions sur- 
rounding the lifting of part of the 
option, and it is hoped that the mat- | 
ter may be cleared quickly in ordei 


to facilitate reorganization of the 
company. 
The trustee has wielded an influ- 


the | 


n Serious Huddles 


ly DOES IT THE OTHER 
WAY, TAKES ON HELP 


Holly 


expects to 


Dec. 28. 
add around 


wood, 
Universal 
directors and a 
players to its payroll 
the turn of the 


contrary to its 


20 writers, several 


number of 
after 


shortly year, 


former custom of 


heavy layoffs at this season. 


General payroll also is expected 


to take a jump. 


‘OUTSIDE PIX BY 
KORDA MAY 
BE OKAY 





ential negative say-so on policy and | 


operations. And this may have had 
considerably to do with holding up 
reorganization. 

It’s figured that RKO stands to 
show a net of around $2,500,000 this 
year, and that even the studio end | 
may show upwards of $750,000 net. 
That’s pretty good on the face of 
things. 

Floyd Odlum, 


here from the east, with Leo Spit 
to settle the studio situation, It is| 
possible that they may 


new theatre operating chief, subjec 
to approval of the trustee, 
the M. J. Meehan interests. 


KAY FRANCIS CALLS 





OFF HER WB SUIT. 





Hollywood, Dec. 28. 

Kay Francis last week called off 
her suit against Warners seeking to 
terminate her contract, giving no ex- 
planatio. of her decision. 

Inside indicaticns were that a sat- 
isfactory settlement of the siat’s 
gr‘evances has been worked or‘. 





Orson Welies Giving 


Metro the Pix Chiil 


Hollywood, Dec. 238. 

Tests of Orson Welles at 
Metro -ecently have caused the studio 
to tender him a juicy offer, with 
company toppers seeing strong pos- 
Sibilities. 

Player, however, prefers the 1]>-git 
and nixed ofers that would bring 
him pcrmanently to Hollywood. He 
also s ‘1 no to a proposal that he 
sizn a Metro contract with the priv- 
ilege of taking a few months off each 
year for stase work, saying he pre- 
ferred it the other way around, a few 
months for pictures and the re- 
mainder of his time on the stage 


WB Rolis 5 After Ist 


Yr ade 





Hollywood, Dec. 28. _ | 


Five featices 
at Wa rs in 


are skedded to rol! 
January and Febru- 


ary. with ‘For the Defense’ startine 
tha - 

the rac Jan. 24. John Litel ha 

the lead. Bryan Foy produces, and | 


William Clemon: directs. 


‘Torchy§ in 


Next to go will be 


Panama,’ Jan. 31; then ‘Voodoo,’ fo 
moerly tagged ‘When Were You 
~ rn’.” Feb. 7; ‘Forced Landing, 
feb. 14 and 


‘Coui.ty Hcspital.’ film 
‘Suc to expose political rackets 
connecti vith publie institution 


M50 a ‘oy procuction. 


head of Atlas, is| 
2.1 stead, 


nominate a/| 
+ 
‘ 


RCA and | 


Hollywood, Dec. 28. 

United Artists 
shareholders 
won't be 


Dividend voted by 


board of directors to 
in- 
Gov- 


the company is 


j at annual meeting 


creased despite the possible 


ernment view that 


piling up a heavy surplus. In its 


directors voted for a plan to 


aid independent such as 
Walter Wanger, with 
between the $1,000,000 


producers, 
the difference 


earnings and 





the $250,000 dividend voted to mem- 
oer4rs, 

Monday's (27) meeting attended 
by Dr. A. H. Giannini, company 
head: Charles Chaplin, Douglas 
Fairbanks, Alexander Korda and 
Dave Rose representing Samuel 
| Goldwyn. 

Korda’s request to produce pic- 
|}tues abroad for companies, other 


than UA, reached a vote. All agreed 
it would be O.K. if Goldwyn was 
agreeable, but that seems unlikely, as 
Understood he 
wants to make a tieup with Metro 


he has similar ideas. 


ind 20th-Fox to turn out product for 





them at his Denham studio, addi- 
tional to his UA pictures. 
Considered unlikely such. deal 


will eventuate, as both plants would 


want his output exclusive 
commitment to UA, 

Korda is flying to N. Y. to further 
Nick Schenck and 


top Metro and 20th execs. 


of any 


discuss it with 


Sid Kent, 





Joe Schenck and Al Lichtman will 
also sit in on the discussions nexi 
week. They're coming east on the 
Darry! Zanuck special leaving here 
Dec. 31. 

If Korda gets his way, he will 
|} make two each for both M-G and| 
ih. It's untikely Goldwyn will! 
1equiesce without a battle as he has 
had sim.ar proposition right along 
to make ctt productions. Goldwyn 


j hasn't mitted himself one way or 


} ithe other 


Roach’s High Prod. Mark 
In Jan., Three Teed Up 


New York, Dec. 28. 

Hal Roach iot if] have three fea- 
1 ooting t first week in Janu- 
uy, a ord. Our Gang returns to 
le Came Jan. 3 

Oihe two unit ? york are 
[eri We Live 1 ‘Swiss M 
Warners place ee features in 

rk in January Che Singing Cop, 
jan; 3: “Tha My Sist Jan. 10 
ind “KR ) Schoo Jan. 17 


over-all operating powers, to 








directly or by representation on the 
committee. 

The move appears to have been 
the culmination of demands by indi- 
|Viduals related to sponsors of the 
| original option deal, for greater free- 
; dom of action and say-so than their | 

(Continued on page 25) 
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Korda’s Main Objective 
Would Be to Relinquish 
Him for ‘Outside’ Deals 


MANY IFS AND BUTS 


Hollywood, Dec. 28. 
A proposal under which the man- 
agement of United Artists Corp. 


weuld be controlled by an operating 
committee of three is supposed to 
have been put to the U. A. partners 


on the Coast. Not known whether 
the matter came up at this week's 
board session, 

This triumvirate committee would 
comprise Dr. A, H. Giannini, presi- 
dent and chairman of the _ board, 
Maurice Silverstone and Samuel! 
Goldwyn. Goldwyn and Alexander 


Korda are mentioned 
ihe plan, 


Apparently such a move would be 
an alternative one by the recent op- 
tion holders who failed in their at- 
tempt to gain control of U. A. finan- 
cially, 


as sponsors of 


The probable effect could be, by 
establishing such a wiih 
trans- 

management 
option holders, 


committee 


fer the balance of 
power to the former 


Metro Settling 
William Koenig's 
$2,900-a-Wk. Pact 


Hollywood, Dec. 28. 


Contract of William Koenig, gen- 
eral manager of Metro studio, wil! 
settle before the end of this week 
Pact has four years and_ three 


months to go at $2,500 a week, before 
expiring. 

There has been considerable fric- 
tion in the past beiween Koenig and 
studio execs, and he has 


a desire to leave. Figures that com 
pany operation. will run more 
smoothly with his withdrawal. 





U Will Show Net Profit 


For Entire Yr.—Cowdin 


With the formal statement. th 
week by J. Cheever Cowdin, chairman 
of the board. that Universal would 
show a profit for the final quarte 
of the fiscal year ended Nov. 1, there 
was expectation in some _ financic) 


quarters 


show a small net profit for the full 
year. If so, it will be the first time 
n years that Universal has shown a 
Nrofit for a full 12-month period 

In the previous fiscal vear ended 
October, 1936, the company has a lo 


of $1.835.419. Thou Hh two 


quartel 


expressed | 


that the company micht 





MICHALOVE RETURNS TO 
N. Y. AS AIDE TO KENT 


Hollywood, Dec. 28 


Dan Michalove returns to his old 
spot as assistant to Sidney R. Kent 
in the 20th-Fox uome office Jan. 1 
leaving the studio where he has 
functioned as box office liaison fo 
| Darryl F. Zanuck for the last six 


months. 

Prior to joining Kent several years 
ago, Michalove was general manager 
ot Warner theatres. 


UA’S 2506 IDEA 
FOR FOLLIES, 
IST N.Y. RUN 


— 


George J. Schaefer is asking a 





minimum guaranty of $250,000 for 
the single booking of ‘Goldwyn 
Follies’ on Broadway. Radio City 
Music Hall, the Rivoli (Skouras) and 
Warners are all bidding to play the 
picture. Warners wants it for the 


Hollywood theatre. 

If that kind of money is to be 
paid, it means that the Rivoli or the 
Hollywood must play the picture 
10-12 weeks, minimum. The Music 
Hall around 6-7 weeks. 
| It is the biggest 
| suaranty ever sought. The picture, 
produced by Samuel Goldwyn, is 
considered at U.A. as the biggest on 
its calendar. Film has not been 
committed to anybody. 

So far as known the biggest previ- 
ous guaranty ever had, on a single 
booking, was in London, where the 
same company, United Artists, drew 
$200,000 for ‘Modern Times’ (Chap- 
lin), at the Tivoli. Picture stayed 
12 weeks in the London house. 

The biggest American figure seems 


single booking 


‘HOLLYWOOD HOTEL’ 





| 
! 
| Warner Bros., which built a pic- | 
'ture to duplicate the title of Louella | 
Parsons’ ‘Hollywood Hotel’ air pro- | 
gram, and includes the Hearst critic 
in the cast, has taken over the air | 
how the first two weeks in Janu- 
lary as means of plugging two 
| releases. 
Scheduling 


| 
| 


new | 


| 

the broadcasting of 
|scenes from the pictures to coincide 
;with their national release, ‘To- 
| varich’ goes on the Parsons’ program 


| Jan. 7, while ‘Hollywood Hotel’ ex- 

|cerpts are scheduled for Jan. 14. 

| 

Scrib Says His Yarn Was Lifted, 

Asks $2,419,000 

Hc iy wood Dec. 28 
Suit for $2,449,000 c} ing plagi- 

irism is on file in yg pon \- 

perior court against Sol Lesser, 20ih- 

| Fox. Harold Bell Wrisht and othe: 
ith Clyde E. Melville, writer, a 


nm the fecal $9 weeks ended lact Oc. | iL: iintiff. Basis of the action Mel- 
tober, one quartet ly loss was mate- | Ville’s assertion that Lesser’s produc- 
ially reduced, and t f that | (ion. ‘The Californian,’ authorship of 
bookings in rrent quarte rated | vhich is credited to Wri: rht, is taken 
is beins 50 thead of last vear rom Melville’s original yarn, ‘The 
u 1 on nutting t company over | Vasquez.’ 
the top Heavy rv ! here and| Scrib further says tha‘ as a result 
abroad from ‘100 Men and a Git f being forced to fight for his right 
helped the final quarier statement! ie has become known as a troule- 
Final figures for past fiscal year will and is unable to sell oth 


be available in Janua 


| maker 


tories lo picture compa 


* 





to be $165,000, also for ‘Modern 
Times’ at the Rivoli, N. Y. That was 
a couple of years ago. | 


| for 


i have 


| 


' profits 


AIR TRAILER FOR PIC | 


WYN "d Year of Fed't Surtax on Excess 


Profits Has Pix Convinced More 


STONE: 
| Than Ever That It's Not Helping Biz 


Re- 
ported Behind the Idea— | 


Second of the Federal 


company 


yeal surtax 
officials 
that 


— ‘ 


finds picture 


more convinced than ever the 


taxation on undistributed 
continues as an obstacle to 


ful 


individual 


success- 


and undisturbed operation of 


company business. 
Some executives are outspoken i: 
that 


will 


their contention death of the 


Federal 


foundation 


surtax mean a fil 
for 


film companies and other 


business of 


steady 
businesses, 

Claim they need that capital reserve 
days, 
the 
Development of this reserve 


rainy pointing to what oc- 


curred in current business re- 


cession, 
in the past two years possibly would 


eliminated trimming of staffs 


| and other economy measures because 


companies would have _ possessed 


sufficient surplus funds. If nothing 
else, it would have delayed any re- 


trenchments for a year or more. 

Sound tax experts with film com- 
panies have marveled that the tax 
measure has remained on the books 
as long as it has. Not in keeping 
with sound taxation principles, they 
believe it constitutes a heavy pen- 
alty against the picture company de- 
iring to build up its reserve. 

Thus, the Federal surtax works 
out so that a company showing un- 
distributed profits of $3,000,000 to 
54,000,000, after paying preferred 
dividends, is confronted with either 
paying a tax that will reduce the 
reserve by $900,000 to around 
%21,100,000, or reducing the ameunt 
by common dividend distributions or 
bonus payments. In either case, the 
which might be added to 
the company reserve is trimmed to 
the bone, 
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H'wood Spirit of Giving Spread Far 


But Thinner; La 


Theatre and Home-Office Bonuses 





Hollywood, Dec. 28. 

Christmas went a lot farther and 
was spread thinner than usual for 
Hollywood folk this year. Instead 
of lavish gifts of jewelry, furs, motor 
cars and that sort of thing, biggies 
confined their giving to less spec- 
tacular items but passed out many 
more individual gifts. 

Reason for this condition is 
fact that during the past year biz 
relationships involving film names 
have reached out beyond the con- 
fines of the screen to take in the 
entire world of radio entertainment 
and all it implies. A much heavier 
‘must’ list of gift recipients is the re- 
sult, with the five-and-tens garner- 
ing, figuratively, a great deal of the 


trade that in previous years went to} 


the high-bracket specialty shops, etc. 

Hollywood boulevard retail trade 
generally has reflected the general 
prosperity that blessed pic biz pretty 
uninterruptedly through the year. 
The studios have been known to 
break out more generously hitherto 
but this yuletide virtually all of them 
loosened up to a considerable extent 
though genuinely lavish giving was 
reserved to a favored few individ- 
uals. Numerous reports have cropped 
up, however, of princely individual 
gifts exchanged among the top sal- 
ary brackets. 

Feature of this year’s Christmas 
was the wider spread, on the aver- 
age, of the prosperity that has been 
passed around Hollywood through 
1937. This last year a larger share 
of film profits have found their way 
into the pockets of workers on the 
lots than heretofore. 
mean solely that labor has benefited 
but that proportionately, writers, di- 
rectors, players and all engaged on 
the creative side of production have 
been handed a heftier slice of the 
screen dollar perhaps than ever be- 


the j 


This does not! 


vish Gifts Fewer; 





Mary Nolan’s $25,000 
False Arrest Suit 


Mary Nolan Wilson), 
former motion picture star, filed suit 
in N. Y. court Thursday 
(23) against Wilma Gowns, 
torney, Samuel D Friedman, and City 
Marshal Abe Adisky, for $25,000 for 
false arrest. Miss Nolan claims she 
was incarcerated for two days last 
May at the instance of the defen- 
dants for failing to pay a bill for 
dresses she got from the gown shop. 

The arrest followed a judgment 
obtained in the municipal! court 
when the actress failed to meet it. 


‘CAREFREE’ NEXT ON 
| ASTAIRE-ROGERS SKED 


Hollywood, Dec. 28. 
RKO has handed the screenplay 





(Imogene 


supreme 


its at- 














of ‘Carefree,’ next Fred Astaire- 
Ginger Rogers feature, to Dudley 
{Nichols, who is collabbing with 


Hagar Wilde. Yarn is an original by 
|Guy Endore and Marian Ainslee. 

| Mortimer Offner and Philip G. 
| Epstein are scripting ‘She Married 
| for Money,’ Ursula Parrott original, 
| at RKO. Pandro S. Berman will 
produce. Anthony Veiller draws the 
|assignment to screenplay ‘Irene.’ 
| Both features are tentatively skeded 
for Ginger Rogers. 


Tovarich’ in 212 Spots 


Hollywood, Dec. 28. 











fore. This condition is due partially 
to new labor agreements negotiated 
during the year and also to the 
scramble of competition which has 
kept competent players in demand 
and also maintained jobs for the 
other creative crafts. 

Trend in the biz during the year 
was to exercise more care than ever 
in obtaining the best possible script 
before shooting so that ofttimes as 
many as a dozen writers would be 
given work on the same script. All 
this found its reflection in the 
Christmas shopping rush and the 
general zest with which the holidays 
were observed. 

Brisk Sottle Trade 

Giggle water provided no smai: 
proportion of the gifts passed out 
by the various studios and others. 
Merchants, who have ransacked the 
wine cellars of the Continent for 
rare vintages to titillate Hollywood 
palates, report the briskest trade 
they have ever known. Studio pub- 
licity departments generally ob- 
served the day before Christmas 
with general open house with flacks, 
executives, stars and a few selected 
visitors intermingling for wassail. 

Metro’s Studio Largesse 

Metro surprised studio workers 
drawing $50 weekly or less by dis- 
tributing to them the cash equiva- 
lent of two weeks’ salary. Yule 
bonus not anticipated, as word went 
around no divvy this year. 

Only Selznick International gave 
half a week’s pay to those receiv- 
ing $75 or less weekly, and Harry 
Sherman gifting in same _ bracket, 
passed out holiday largesse. 

Home office and field employees of 
Fox-West Coast Theatres divvied a 
$25,000 Christmas bonus, fifth con- 
secutive year that the circuit has 
hanced out the coin, both in cash 
and group insurance. Charles P. 
Skouras disbursed the awards. 

How It Worked in the East 

Of the five producer-distributors 
dispensing Christmas bonuses, most 
of these held it down to the lower- 
salaried employees. United 
topped the others on bonuses 
ing a week's salary to ail 
earning up to $200 per. 
four to pay bonuses this year were 
Loew’s-Metro, Paramount, Columbia 
and Warner Bros. All were paid 
the extra coin Thursday (23) o1 
Friday (24). 

For Warners it was the first bonus 
in four years, whereas for Loew's, 





isSu- 


pers 


Par, UA and Columbia it was a re- | 


(Continued on page 55) 


Artists | 


ns | 
Remaining 


Warners will preem ‘Tovarich’ in 
212 theatres New Year’s Eve. 

Local openings are skeded for 
Warners Downtown and Hollywood 
houses. 





Auer’s Personals 


Mischa Auer wends east next 
month for his first appearances in 
vaude. Curtis & Allen agency is 
booking the dialect-comic actor. 

Already set are three successive 
weeks for RKO. Opens at the RKO, 
Boston, then proceeds to the Palace, 
Chicago, and the Palace, Cleveland. 





vut of the Side Corner 


Hollywood, Dec. 28. 
Edmund Grainger has been handed 
the producer assignment on ‘Nurse 
from Brooklyn,’ featuring Sally 
Eilers. 


| had 
| . 
Broccoli 


ie 2 
; Frank Nance 
| died of natural causes. 





Ray McCarey will direct. 


FUND FOR TED HEALY’S 
FAMILY; LEPY LITTLE 


Hollywood, Dec. 28. 

Friends and studio workers at 
Metro are raising a fund for the 
widow and infant of Ted Healy, who 
died suddenly last week. 

Although drawing $1,750 on his 
Metro contract, and steadily em- 
ployed the past few years in pic- 
tures, he left little for his family. 

Death of the _ film comedian, 
was the subject of a brief official 
inquiry when it developed that he 
had a first fight with Albert 
at the Trocadero cafe, in 
which he was badly mauled. How- 
ever, the autopsy report to Coroner 
was that Healy had 


Funeral was held at St. Augus- 
tine’s Church, Culver City, Dec. 23, 
with burial following in Calvary 
cemetery. 





Tulsa, Okla., Dec. 28. 
The late Ted Healy’s stage name 
was borrowed from his first wife, 
Betty Healy (originally Elizabeth 
Braun), a Tulsa girl, from whom he 
was divorced in 1932. Healy’s own 
tag was Ted Nash until he and Betty 
te..m up in vaudeville. 
He remarried a year 
ago. 


JANE WITHERS 
NEW DEAL BUT 
NIX ON RADIO 


Hollywood, Dec. 28. 

Jane Withers is working at 20th- 
Fox under a new ticket upping her 
weekly pay from $1,500 to $2,500 
for the next two years starting from 
last Dec. 10, but with the studio 
refusing to permit the 11-year-old 
moppet’s appearances on the radio 
and threatening legal action should 
her parents defy this edict. 

General Mills had dangled $75,000 
for 26 weeks of weekly appear- 
ances for her: H. J. Heinz Corp. 
made an offer, and she had been in- 
vited as guester on the Chase & 
Sanborn hour for last Sunday (26). 
New ticket, however, provides for 
a six weeks’ layoff starting in Janu- 
ary and a p.a. tour already has 
been arranged for three weeks at 
$5,000 a week, all for the moppet. 
Tour opens late in January and will 
include Chicago, Detroit and New 
York. 


a half 


and 








What Do You Think? 


Hollywood, Dec. 28. 
Next Claudette Colbert starrer at 
Paramount will be ‘Are Husbands 
Necessary?’ which Lucien Hubbard 
will produce. 
Virginia Van Upp will script from 
Dorothy Bennett's original yarn. 











If Not Radio, Exhibs Now Peeved 
About Sonja Henie’s Ice Competish 





Chicago, Dec. 28. 

Burn-up of exhibitors over pro- 
ducer methods of exploitation by 
|radio and personal appearance of 
| stare reached a climax here with 
{current appearance of Sonja Henie 
at the Stadium. [Show is reviewed 
on page 45 in this issue; eight days’ 
gross may hit $175,000.) 

In Chicago, as everywhere else, 
exhibitors have been protesting, al- 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 





beit not strenuously, against Metro- 
Maxwell House airings on Thurs- 
day nights, as well as against fur- 
ther radio activities by other Holly- 
wood studios, 

They class such exploitation 
direct competition, rather than any- 
thing which will do them any good, 
| but, since they couldn’t see mass 
| hurt, their protestations were vague, 
and only that Thursday night busi- 


! 


|show, coming as it does, on a par- 
ticularly strong radio night. 


| making 


} 


as | 
| selling more tickets than there are 


| 


tomers go by their box-offices and 
to the Stadium, and they’re mad 
enough to do something about it. 

Talk of boycotting pictures pro- 
duced by the offenders has been dis- 
carded, since the majority think that 
method would take too long even if 
they could be assured of everybody 
sticking together, and they assure 
each other they can’t. 

Therefore, they intend to see if 
something can’t be done legally, by 
issues of certain minor 
points of the law in the case of 
Sonja Henie’s appearance, and the 
way it is conducted. One of the first 
things which will be done is to call 
attention to the Stadium’s policy of 


seats. The. law regarding no-stan- 


| dees*is rigidly enforced for theatres, 


| yet 


the Stadium usually has from 


| 200 to 300 standees in each price sec- 


ness was off because of the Metro | 


tion at sellout events. Exhibitors 
| want to know about that. 
They're also Jooking for other 


| Now, however, with Sonja Henie | minor points such As the use of kleig 
, coming in for a stadium appearance, | lights, and while they can’t hope to 


lright at the top of the season. and! work 


| backed up by the largest single ex- 


ploitation campaign given a show in| 


watching thousands of potential cus- 


a cancellation of Miss Henie’s 
| appearance, they figure that maybe 
they can make so much trouble that 


recent years, exhibitors are actually | the next one will think twice before 


they compete with Chi exhibitors. 


arr erence a 
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Super-B's in the Groove 





outers with the turn of the year. 
nering A coin. 


$1,000,000 A’s is the main idea. 





Producers of super-B’s look to be the fair-haired picture turnere 
Meaning, of course, that they’ll be 
under-$500,000 productions, with an A quality, and capable of gar- 


Necessity to trim those production costs and get away from the 
Where formerly that represented a 
‘colossal,’ of late a $1,000,000 budget, or better, has become an ac- 
cepted thing for a top-bracket production, 


Hollywood, Dec. 28, 











THE JEAN HERSHOLTS’ 
SILVER ANNIVERSARY 


Jean Hersholt, who has profes- 
sionally ‘fathered’ more stars than 
any other motion picture actor, is 
probably one of the world’s hap- 
piest men. He is thoroughly con- 
tented with his life, his work and 
his family. 

Mr. Hersholt is justifiably proud 
of making two Hollywood records: 
(1) in 25 years of filming, only four 
and a half months were spent free- 
lancing, the 24 and something years 
having been under contract, and (2) 
the Hersholts will shortly celebrate 
their 25th wedding anniversary.. And 
that will be the first thespian 25th 
originating in the film colony ever to 
be celebrated there. After nine 
months in Hollywood, Hersholt de- 
cided that everything was going to 
be all right, and sent to Denmark 
for his hometown sweetheart. And, 
he says, everything has been ali 
right with the H's ever since. 

Apologizing for ‘sounding like 
bragging,’ Hersholt parted with 
these bits of personal history while 
honor-guesting at a cocktail party 
given at the Park Lane by his radio 
sponsors, the Chesebrough Mfg. Co. 

The Hersholts’ son, now 23, start- 
ed to follow in papa’s acting foot- 
steps but went off at a literary 
tangent and is now Hollywood cor- 
respondent for 23 Scandinavian 
newspapers, 

The Danish consul general and 
his wife appeared at the party in 
honor of their famous countryman. 
Rosemarie Brancato of radio and 
the Chicago Opera Co. wore a 
puffed sleeve velvet jumper and red 
scarf over a black crepe dress, and 
a bonnet tied under her chin, to 
greet the Hollywood star. 

His broadcasts, usually emanating 
from the Coast, will be sent out 
from New York for two weeks, so 
that he may remain for the metro- 
politan opening of his home lot's 
‘In Old Chicago,’ i. e. 20th-Fox. 


Mandel as Bischoff 
Aide on WB ‘Diggers’ 


Hollywood, Dec. 28. 

Hal Wallis has handed Frank 
Mandel the assignment to assist Sam 
Bischoff in preparing ‘Gold Diggers 
in Paris’ for production. 

Film will roll around Jan. 15 with 
Rudy Vallee featured and Ray En- 
right directing. 











Sloan’s WB Powwows 





Hollywood, Dec. 28. 

John Sloan, production chief at 
Warners Teddington studio, has ar- 
rived at the Burbank studio for prod- 
uct huddles with Jack L. Warner, 
Hal Wallis, Irving Asher and Sam 
E. Morris. 

He returns 
Jan. 15. 


to England around 





Par Hot on Arctic Pic 


Hollywood, Dec. 28. 

An Arctic drama, ‘Angel in Fur,’ 
was handed to screen writers at 
Paramount for early production. 
Leads to go to Gail Patrick and Ran- 
dolph Scott. 

Yarn is about a missionary nurse 
and aviator flying emergency relief 
supplies, 


LADY IN DEMAND 
Hollywood, Dec. 28. 
seeking to cast Lee 
in the femme lead of ‘The 


Universal, 
Patrick 





Shannons of Broadway,’ wants to 
borrow the player from RKO. 

Home lot wants her for ‘Con- 
demned Women,’ so schedules are 
being arranged so that she may ap- 
pear in both. 


+ 





Loew's, Inc., Takes Over Metro, Other 
Subsids to Simplify Tax Handling 


Hollywood, Dec. 28. 

As of Jan. 3, Loew’s, Inc., will 
take over the corporate entities of 
Metro - Goldwyn - Mayer, Metroe« 
Goldwyn-Mayer Distributing Corp., 
and all other subsidiaries currently 
under Loew control, following a de- 
cision reached at a recent session 
of the Loew board of directors. The 
main purpose behind the move is 
to simplify the handling of tax 
problems under existing conditions 
imposed by the federal governe 
ment. 

Effect of the change will be that 
henceforth all contracts, deals and 
business transactions will be care 


ried on, by and through Loew’s, 
Inc., whereas up to now the sube 


sidiary companies have operated ine 
dependently. Contracts still -in 
force are to be taken over by the 
parent corporation, 

No Trademark Change 


There will be no change in the 
brand or trademark of Metro films, 
which will continue to be presented 
by Loew’s, Inc., as heretofore, 

Parent security holder of Loew's 
is Film Securities Corp., which 
holding company holds controlling 
stock in Loew’s and which was ore 
ganized under the laws of Dela- 
ware, Oct. 18, 1919. Of the issue 
of 300,000 shares of preferred stock 
of the holding company, 136,722 
are outstanding, on which cumula- 
tive dividends of $6.50 per share 
are paid, Stock carried no par 
value, 

Common stock issue is 4.000.000 
shares no par value, with 1,512,985 
shares outstanding. Of a total of 
250,000 shares set aside under 
option for company executives, in- 
cluding tops in the picture-produce 
ing branch, 201,220 are outstanding, 

Company’s Stock Setup 

Metro Goldwyn Distributing 
Corp., wholly owned subsidiary of 
Metro-Goldwyn Pictures Corp. 
owns shares in various other sube 
sidiaries and is a New York core 
poration organized Nov. 19, 1916, as 
a consolidation of Metro Corp. and 
Goldwyn Pictures Corp. Preferred 
stock in this company was retired 
in 1935. It has a common issue of 
shares with $5 par of which $3,100,- 
000 worth is authorized and oute 
standing, all held by Metro-Gold- 
wyn-Mayer Co., “Inc., of Delaware, 
which in turn is 100% owned by 
Loew’s, Inc. 

Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer was incor- 
porated as a Delaware corporation 
May 17, 1934. It was organized 
originally in 1916 as the Goldwyn 
Producing Corp. 

First contracts taken over by 
Loew’s will be those of Louis B. 
Mayer, Edward J. Mannix, Benny 
Thau, Sam Katz, and Harry Rapf, 
all made by Nicholas M. Schenck 
as president of Loew’s, Inc., on his 
recent visit to Hollywood, 


SAVILLE BACK TO 
LONDON WITH GOETZ 


Hollywood, Dec. 28. 
Victor Saville is here conferring on 
the first picture he produces and 
directs for Metro in London next 
spring. With ‘The Citadel’ assigned 
to him he is discussing with studio 

execs the story and casting setup. 
He will probably take back with 
him two writers and several players. 
Ben Goetz, Metro production chief 
in England, sails with Saville Jan. 5. 


Brit. Scrib on Deck 


Hollywood, Dec. 28. 

Charles de Grandcourt, British 
scrib, who did the screenplay for 
Herbert Wilcox’s feature, ‘Victoria, 
the Great,’ has arrived at 20th-Fox 
on a writing ticket, 

He will script an untitled histori- 
cal subject which has been placed on 
Gene Markev’s production list 
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Grand National Prunes Overhead 
To Ease Its Economic Setup 


In order to meet current obliga- 


tions to creditors, under a plan to 
pay a sti pulated amount weekly 
pending collection on playdates of 


pictures that are now going out, 
Grand National has trimmed per- 
the home office as well 
exchanges throughout the 
country. On Thursday (23), notice 
was given to around 30 at the home 
GN at the same time virtual- 
ly wiping out its publicity depart- 
ment. including Harry Blair, who 
had been in charge under Ed Fin- 
ney Latter is a producer, also, of 
the company’s westerns. 

At the same time GN dropped 
another 30 in its various exchanges, 
mostly clerks, stenographers, etc. 

GN is said to have figured that 
if the payroll could be reduced by 
the dismissals made, this would per- 
mit it to meet creditor obligations 
at this time on a weekly installment 
basis. Hope is that with the com- 
pany preserving a skeleton setup, it 
can liquidate its current bills over 
the next two months or so and that 
by that time, with product on 


sonnel at 


as in ts 


office, 


release bringing in money, the 
siate can be entirely wiped for a 
fresh start with, possibly, some 
fresh financing. 

Having been delayed in produc- 


tion this fall due to financing diffi- 
culties, the present trouble is that 
while assets are ahead of liabilities, 
there is not enough playoff on pic- 
tures which are on release. As col- 
lections from playdates begin to 
increase, the situation is expected 
to be eased. Company has a rep- 
resentative list of- good product 
deals on the current (1937-38) pro- 
gram and should be able to hit the 
desired stride later as releases are 
brought up to date and deliveries 
made. 

. The plan with respect to the pub- 
licity-advertising department is to 
concentrate this activity on the 
Coast in the future. Joe Shea is 


in charge of the Hollywood depart- 
ment. 


Eddie Alperson, who's been on the 
Coast several weeks getting produc- 


tion rolling, is expected back imme- 
diately afier New Year's. 





AMUS. TAXES: 


SHOW B. 0. 
UPTREND 


Washington, Dec. 28. 


Upirend in amusement business 
coniinued through October, the 
Treasury Department admissions 
tax collections for November in- 
dicated last week, with the hau! 
from the 10° levy touching a new 
high since the rates were jacked up 
at the pit of the depression. 

The Government’s November take. 
based on October grosses, was 82,- 
242,575, approximately $50,000 bigger 
than the previous peak, registered in 
December last year. This means that 
amusements’ income from sales over 
40c per head was roughly $500,000 





fatter in October than during No- 
vember, 1936. 


Bringing the total collections for 
the year to $18,684,000, the November 
payments into the Treasury showed 
a rise for the third straight month 
Was the 12ih successive month when 
the Government's bite has been 
larger than in the corresponding 
stanza of the previous year. 

The N 
better than in the same canto of 
1936, by far the biggest year-to-year 
Bain while present rates have been 
in effect. Total was $275,956 more 
than the Treasury pocketed in Oc- 
tober, the second fattest month-to- 
month rise this year. 


«> 
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Walsh as , Benny Pilot 


Holls Woo 1, 


has assigned 


Dec. 28. 
Rao 
‘Never Say Die,’ Jack 
starrer skeded to roll Feb. 1. 

Franciska Gaal is 
for the femme lead. 
scripted and Arthur 
will produce. 


Paramount 
Walsh to direct 
Benny 
tentatively set 
Preston Sturges 
Hornblow, Jr.., 
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| Metro, Par, 20th and RKO} 


in 1937 Inter rviewed | 
52,000, Auditioned 6,050, | 
Screen-Tested 360, 
Pacted 56 


GOOD AVERAGE 


and | 


By MIKE WEAR 





WB STUDIO NOT. 
TO SHUT DOWN 
THIS YEAR 





Warner Bros. is not expecting to 
Burbank plant this 
winter or spring in spite of the call 
for economy generally in production 
Company plans to go immediately 
into next season’s (1938-39) picture- 
making as soon as the program for 
this year is completed. That may be 


close down its 


in March or April. 
WB studio, which each year had 
shuttered for two or three months. 


last winter ground through the 52 
weeks with a view to completing 
early 1937-58 pictures prior to con- 
vention time. At present the com- 
pany has product finished that will 


A recapitulation reveals that 
Metro, P 
RKO, interviewed 

1937, and of that total, 
56 actually were sent to the Coast. 


‘ompanies, aramount, 


Fox and 
during 


Demand for new faces resulted i! 


more players being sent to Holly- 
wood than in recent years, and 


though the percentage making the 
grade is small, it sizes up most fav 
orably with the old picture adag« 
that if one personality is suppliea 
by a single company during a year’s 
time, the work of the eastern taleni 
division has been J 


am tiff 
justified. 


amp.y 


Although 52,000 were brought un- 
der the talent scouting microscope. 
only 6,050 actually were auditioned 
and approximately 360 screen-tested. 
Some of those given tests were only 
supporting players to the candidate 
on which the test was _ focused. 
though this paved the way for pos- 
sible discovery by executives. 

One film exec observes that ‘if 


ent possibilities, 
able to find suitable players or de- 





Broadway were to dry up as to tal- 
we still would be 


a 
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four | 


20th- | 
52,001 
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Berger of Mo's. 


NW ‘No Depression for Good Pictures, 
SOUNTUP 


Cautions H wood 


Not to Cut Prod. Budgets Unwisely 


¢ i 
Par’ S Soubrette’ Minneapolis, Dec. 28. 
If theatre business is bad in 1938 
‘i itll be the producers to blame, in- 
Hollywood, Dec. 28. sists Bennie Berger, owner of one 
Paramount has acquired ‘Sou-|0f this territory's largest and most 
4 ’ S "ESS 1atre Chi Ss. 
brette.” unproduced play by Jacques uccessful theatre chain 
4 ; , -utting the responsil ty for > 
Deval, author of ‘Tovarich,’ and will Pr oe ee vil ; for the 
; , , exhibitors’ welfare squarely on the 
use it as a starring vehicle for Fran-| wnoulders of those who are turning 
ciska Gaal, with Fred MacMurray out the films, Berger, a former 
opposite. Northwest Allied Siates’ president, 
Arthur Hornblow, Jr., will pro-] is attempting to line up that body 
| duce and other similar independent ex- 
—_— —— — hibitors’ organizations in a move to 


| 
only | 


FEWER STUDIO 
LETOUTS THiS 
PRE-XMAS 


Hollywood, Dec. 28. 
There were less studio pre-christ- 
mas letouts this year than ever, and 
only caused by slowdown on produc- 
tion. There also were fewer talent, 
director and writer contracts expir- 








ing at this time, which were not re- 
newed according to all major studios. 
Studios next week start taking on 


| additional people in all departments 








use pressure on the producers to de- 
sist from making their proposed big 
production budget cuts. 

Berger points out ‘there’s never a 
d_pression for good pictures.’ He 
also points out that exhibitors 
bought the new-season product on 
representations that there would be 
increased expenditures, instead of 
economies, for productions and that 
contract prices were based on the 
promised larger production costs. He 
insists that the bad business being 
experienced by many theatre own- 
ers now is due in large part to in- 
ferior product, instead of to poor 
general trade conditions. 

In many territories, such as the 
Northwest, where the farmer is 
financially better ofi than in recent 
years, economic conditions are not 
basically bad, Berger says. But prod- 
uct of an inferior qu. lit: will aggra- 
vate any recession, or depression, 
that may ensue, he contends. And, 
he declares, regardless of business 
conditions generally, the exhibitor 
can operate profitabl-, or at least 
avoid the red too deeply, and per- 











November figure was $636,906 | 








take releases up through the Grad| velop them for films. This is not nec-| with production rolling unusually 
Sears sales drive, which ends|essary now because there is a fair| heavy at some of them, especially 
April 16. (Continued on page 23) Universal and Warners. 
Out Next W eek 

| 

| % 

| 





haps entirely, if the producers will 
| turn out enough ‘real box office pic- 
| tures,’ of which, he claims, there 
have been ‘all too few.’ 





GARBO'S METRO 


FUTURE IN 
DOUBT 





Greta Garbo, now in Sweden, may 
not return to this country, her future 
| with Metro being considerably in 
| doubt. 

Star has completed the three pice 
tures under her last deal, made with 
| her on a basis of $250,000 a picture. 
Third was ‘Conquest,’ with Charles 
' Boyer, which cost over $2,000,000 and 
is a box office disappointment, 


| 





MGUIRE ASKS MG 
RELEASE, YENS B’WAY 


Hollywood, Dec. 28. 
William Anthony McGuire has 
asked Louis B. Mayer to release him 





from his writer-producer ticket on 
|completion of ‘The Girl of the 
Golden West.’ McGuire is under- 


stood to be contemplating a reiurn 
to Broadway production. 

He has been away from the stem 
seven years. His productions for 
Metro include ‘Great Ziegfeld’ and 
‘Rosalie.’ 


cal 





Arleen Whelan’s Break 


Hollywood, Dec. 28. 
Arleen Whelan has worked her 
way out of the stock company to a 
femme ‘Kidnapped,’ at 20th- 
Fox. Other leads taken by Freddie 
Bart and Warner Baxter. 
Miss Whelan is a neophyte dise 
covered as a manicurist and given @ 


lead in 


1 
1OMeW 








tutoring course, ‘ 
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An Xmas Waif on Lefty’ s Doorstep; 





Already Planning His Show Career 


By Joe Laurie, Jr. 
Coolacres, Cal.. Dec. 28. 


bea Jo¢ 

Well. Christmas is over and all we have to do now is to hurdle over 
New Year's and then we're set to enter the Red Ink Sweepstakes fi 
he year 1938 But e and Aggie are looking forward to the New 
Year with more |} e and happines 1 our hearts than we ever did 
because somethin’ wonderful has happened to us, but let me start right 
from the beginning so I don't get it all balled up. 

Our Christmas matinee was away off because the whole town turned 
out to celebrate the installation of our first traffic light. You'd imagine 

was a new invention the wav the sleeve-gilders stood watching the 
light change from gree to red They had their watches out timings 
it and the kids were climbing on the post and sticking their ears to 
the box to hear the mechanism work I thought the Rubes went 
with Bowers. Walter and Crocker but, boy, they sure grow ‘em 
these kinda towns. But they're smart in some other ways, such 


when the kids ask me can they go in to the theatre to look for thei 
little brother as their mother wants ’em. But I notice they go in looking 
for their loved ones with their eves on the screen. Well, Christmas 
night I only ran one show, and still don’t know why. Im glad Her- 
man, the operator up in the booth, couldn't see that he was all alone 
in the house or else he may have got frightened. One guy did come 
in by mistake. He saw the stills in the lobby and he came in think- 
ing it was a photograph gallery, and he wanted his picture taken so 
he could send it home to his mother for Christmas He thought the 
pictures on the screen were samples. The guy looked a little screwy 
to me. He had new shoes on and walked like he never had any on 
before. I gave him his dough back, and still don’t know if it was a 
rib or not. I wouldn't put anything past those two guys that are 
gonna open opposition, 

Well, what I'm trying to get at is that after the show Christmas 
night, me and Aggie walked down to the candy store to get some 
candy canes for our tree, and coming back past the theatre we heard 
a baby crying, and sure enough there was a young baby all wrapped 
up in a cheap blanket, laying there in the lobby. It had a note pinned 
on saying, ‘Please take care of him, I can’t.’ 

Well, Aggie grabbed up the kid and in quicker time than it takes 
an old minstrel man to put on black, she had the kid upstairs in our 
tlat. I notified the police and the Chief told me I could take care 
of the kid till they find out where its parents are. Aggie took a tray 
out of our old Taylor trunk, and dolled it up with pillows and ribbons 
and made a crib for the baby. I ran out and got milk and bottles and 
bought out half the drugstore. I was so excited I paid the guy in cash 
instead of giving him passes. Well, our house looked like a baby store 
and I wish you’da got a peek at that kid’s pan smilin’ up at us. 

Gets Aggie Quick 

Aggie sang a lullaby while I sat down in the easy chair I bought foi 
Aggie’s Christmas, and put on my new robe and slippers that Aggie gave 
me. I was sittin’ there sucking on some Scotch and soda, listening to 
Aggie singing, and there was something’ in Aggie’s voice that I never 
heard before. It was sweeter than anything I ever heard, and I heard 
J. K. Emmett in his prime. 

Well. we sat there all night watching the kid. Aggie got to cryin’ and 
I did too. I don't know why. I guess we should’a had a kid long ago. 
But Aggie alwavs sed if she had a kid she didn’t want to drag it all 
around the country taking bows for us and living on trains and wrecking 
its stomach on boarding house food. It’s tough enough for grown-ups. 
And if she stayed home with the kid, she’d be worried about me gal- 
livantin’ around the country, knowing what a sucker I am for a hard luck | 
story from a single woman or a sister act, so that is why we never had 
a kid of our own. And now this kid comes into our lives and shows us 
what we've missed. 

We sat there wondering what the kid’s mother was doing: a heluva 
Christmas for her. But I told Aggie it’s like horse racing. When some- 
one loses someone must win. We sat there mapping out the kid’s future. 
Aggie wants to see him grow up to be a lawyer or a doctor. I didn't 
say anything but I got my own ideas. By the time he grows up maybe 
vaudeville will be back and I guarantee you he'll be a grand trouper: 
you know, Joe, there ain't anything better than being a good trouper. 
I'll bet I'll have him doing a time-step and a break before he’s two 
years old. 

I'm gonna keep the radio turned on all the time, which will get him 
to like music, I’m gonna raise him on rhythm, unconscious like, and he 
will get it in his blood. That will give the kid ‘timing’ and you know 
timing is the secret of a good trouper. 

Dreaming the Future 

Sittin’ there mhaling my Scotch and soda I could picture the kid 
growing up, a great star, or maybe he will be the salvation of the picture 
business. Maybe he is the one picked out to stop double featuring, give- 
away nights, and binge. Finding him in the lobby of a theatre on Christ- 
mas night means something. I know he’s gonna be a big guy in some- 
thing. You know when people looked at Abe Lincoln when he was a 
kid they never figured he would free the slaves when he grew up. 

When I tell my-thoughts to Aggie she kinda smiles. 
in the house Aggie is soft-like, don’t wisecrack or get sarcastic. I don't 
know what did it—the kid or just Christmas. Towards morning when 


we went to bed Aggie got almost hysterical, she said, ‘Lefty. I'd die if | 


they take that kid away from me now.’ Well, I told her nobody is gonna 
take it away from us even if we have to leave town and leave the whole 
picture business behind us. I'm gonna apply for adoption papers right 
away. 

Well, Joe. I'm like a kid with an electric train. 
now I know what it means to be a father. 
him later. I wouldn't be a bit surprised to go home this afternoon and 
find him sitting up and doing a fast routine of talk. That kid is smart! 

Love to everybody. and tell the boys and girls on Broadway that the 
thing they need is kids. Happy New Year, sez 


This kid is got me; 


Your Pal, 
Leftu 
P. S—Joe Bigelow’s kid sez, ‘Daddy, can I have some candy if I don't 


ask for it?’ 


DAVE LIPTON QUITS CBS. 
TO ASSIST JOHN JOSEPH 


Chicag: 

With his resignation as Major | 
Bcwes’ liaison for CBS in effect. Dave 
Lipton will join Universal pictures 


Par’s Libel Suit 


San Francisco, Dec. 28. 
Libel case of Maurice Mercantile 
Dec. 28 Co. vs. Paramount Pictures and 500 
exhibitors is dragging along. with 
actual trial est 
as assistant to 


j 


Joseph, newly 
‘ 
i 


named Universal publicity chic je plaintiff, Joseph 

Both are B. & K. alumni. } started serving summonses Oct. 8, 
Lipton’s first duty will be to gojand still have 300 to go 

to San Francisca to meet Norman tosenthal claims he and his com- 


Alley, Universal photog who did|pany were libeled by newsreel last 
Panay shooting scenes, when he ar-]| year showing victims 
Fives on China Clipper. 


poison soda obtained in his stere. 


Since the kid is} 


I will write you more about | 


Sahu 1. |away. Bien & Olds, attorneys for | 


Rosenthal, | 


of ulleged 
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| Hail the Chief 


Hollywood, Dec. 28. 

Harry Brand left for New York, 
| Sunday (26), to herald the arrival 
there of Darryl F. Zanuck, who will 
be in the metropolis for the preem of 
‘In Old Chicago.’ Zanuck trains out 
next Friday (31). 

Republic’s praisery under Hubert 
| Voight has been enlarged to include 


| Claire Kerlee, handling fashions and } 


in mags, and Frank Neill on general 


publicity. Neili aiso is assistant to 
Robert Englehardt in putting out} 
Republic’s new weekly house organ, 
first edition off the press last Friday | 
{ ) 

Sid Kent is hosting for Zanuch 


next Tuesday (4) at a Waldorf- 
Astoria cktailery to meet eastern 
people and the N. Y. press. 


Lehrman, Ann Winter 
Badly Messed From 
| Xmas Auto Crackup| 


Bollywood, Dec. 28. 

Henry Lehrman, film director, 
and Ann Winter, stage and screen 
actress, are hospitalized following 
an auto accident Christmas night 
in Los Angeles. Lehrman is suf- 
fering a crushed chest and internal 
injuries, while Miss Winter has facial 
disfigurements and will lose an eye. 

Police are holding an order on 
Lehrman on_ suspicion of drunk 
driving. 


TYLER BROOKE GRAVE; 
ATTEMPTED SUICIDE 


Hollywood, Dec. 28. 
Tyler Brooke, stage and _ film 
actor, is in a grave condition follow- 
ing a suicide attempt from over- 
dose of sleeping tablets. 
Police said he has been despond- 
ent over ill health. 














20 Par Distrib Execs 
To ‘Buccaneer’ Preem 


For the New Orleans premiere at 
the Saenger, Friday (7), of ‘The Buc- 
| caneer,’ Paramount is sending 20 dis- 
tribution executives for a two-day 
sales meeting Jan. 7-8. In addition 
rv Cecil B. de Mille, the Coast will 
|despatch Bill Pine and Bill Hebert 
ito the premiere, plus Margot 
|Grahame of ‘Buccaneer’ cast, who 
happens to be in New York at 
present. 

Neil F. Agnew will preside at the 
sales meeting. Others from Par 
going down include J. J. Unger, C. M. 
Reagan, G. B. J. Frawley, Bob Gill- 
ham, Alec Moss, Don Velde and Mil- 
ton Kusell from New York. From 
out-of-town will be W. H. Erb, Bos- 
ton: P. A. Bloch, Philadelphia; H. H. 
Goldstein, Cleveland; A. Usher, Chi- 
cago; C. A. Morgan, Atlanta; J. B. 
Dugger, Dallas; R. C. LiBeau, Kansas 
|City; H. W. Braly, Denver; Myke 
Lewis, Los Angeles; B. Blotcky, Min- 
;}neapolis; G. A. Smith, San Fran- 
cisco; and M. A, Milligan. 

Y. Frank Freeman, v.p. over Par 
theatres, is expected to be in New 
|Orleans for the wedding Jan. 3 of 
'E. V. Richards’ daughter and will 
| probably remain on for the Par sales 
| sessions to meet various Par theatre 
partners who are expected to check 
|in for the meeting, notably southern 
| operators. 

Party from New York leaves 
Wednesday (5) and leaves New 
Orleans on the return trip Saturday 
| night (8). 








| 

| Atlanta, Dec. 28. 
Lucas & Jenkins’ Paramount will 

be scene of one of four showings of 


Cecil B. DeMille’s ‘The Buccaneer.’ 


Pic is skedded to get its world pre- 
miere at New Orleans, locale of 
story, Atlanta showing to follow 
Jan. 12. Other two places to see film 
before general release will be Wash- 
ington and New York. 

| DeMille will make personal ap- 
pearances with pic, and will bring 


| with him to Atlanta Evelyn Keyes, | 


local girl, whom he has taken under 


his wing. Hugh Sothern, who has | 


role of Andy Jackson in ‘Buccaneer,’ 
mav also make swing with DeMille. 


Clancy Now Shaw 


imated five months | 


Hollywood, Dec. 28. 


Eilen Clancy, 17, who screen 
lebuted in “Jezebel’ for Warner 
Bros., has been handed a playing 

|}iermer by Jack L. Warner. Her new 
professional monicker will be Janet 
Sh 


Plaver has been on the Warner lot 


months, 


The Girls’ Eye View 


By Marian Squire 





Pons’ New High in Oprymusicals 
‘Hitting a New High’ sets a new pace in opera star vehicles, partiv due 
| to the fact that tiny Lily Pons has, besides the famous Pons vocal chords 





’ 
| lift and humor, And it isn't an all-Pons picture. Others in the cast are 
| allowed to do something besices sit around and listen to the star's singing, 
| There is enough of the Pons vocalizing to satisfy her ardent fans, and the 
numbers are woven in logically. The lady is supposed to be a night club 
entertainer, so she isn’t required to burst into melody in the middle of a 
conversation, or dive in vocally on elaborately constructed cues. 


E. E. Horton's magnificently futile rages, explosive Eduardo Ciannelli, 

and Jack Oakie’s conniving keep things from sagging between numbers, 

| Oakie, as Horton's p.a., contrives a stunt that even Dexter Fellows couldn't 
| have put over, but it’s nice work if, etc. 

Designer Edward Stevenson does well by Miss Pons’ very satisfactory 
silhouet, with several attractive costumes. Miss Pons demonstrates an 
unoperatic ability to wear short costume in the night club sequence, with 
tiny trunks, white vest, black sequin tail coat and topper. A bouffant net 
with miles of net ruffling around the bottom and over the shoulders. fitted 
at the waist, is worn for ‘Let’s Give Love Another Chance.’ She sings 
the Mad Scene from Lucia in a slimly fitted sheer gown with flowing cape 
caught at the shoulders. 


Miss Pons has the ability to fling herself into the spirit of the thing 
without reminding her audience that such antics are beneath the dignity 
of a serious singer—a refreshing departure from the general run of Met- 
ropolitan self-exiles. Her accent makes it difficult at times to tell whether 
she is speaking French or English, but that’s fixed up by having her come 
from Paris, 


The Progressive Alice Faye 


‘You're a Sweetheart’ is distinguished mainly by its name song and 
mc whistle-inspiring tunes, and the decided progress of blonde Alice 

aye. 

Miss Faye’s continued improvement in looks, bearing and technique 
indicate a lot of homework on the histrionics. So much so that someone 
should remind her of the use of a lady’s thumb. It is handy for grasping 
tea cups, or for hitch-hikers—but it shouldn’t be used to indicate a direc- 
tion. Nothing is more de-glamming to a picture heroine than pointing 
with that otherwise useful digit. She does such a nice job of the theme 
song that it may sound carping to mention that she consistently says 
‘wuz’ for was—but she has surmounted so many other hurdles, surely 
that’s a small one for the conscientious Miss Faye. 


She makes a number of changes as the singing star of a musical show. 
| A billowing sheer with sequin bolero attached to a belt for the theme 
song—a gown made entirely of white beads with high waistline and twisted 
drape bodice also has a bolero. And the most sophisticated outfit is a 
dress-length cape bordered all around with fur, worn with a tiny veiled 
hat perched over one eye, 

George Murphy heroes for Miss Faye and Ken Murray with Oswald, 
Frank Jenks, Andy Devine, Charles Winniger, Donald Meek and Frances 
Hunt assist in the familiar difficulties of staging a show without any money. 


Roxy's Circusy Holiday 

A circus flavor enters the Roxy holiday stage show, with four versatile 
elephants for competition with the Music Hall's horse. 

The Gae Foster girls open in green doll dresses with pink sashes over 
ruffled white petticoats, and wear hooded red jackets over tiny green 
skirts for a bit with Nick Lucas. The girls are back to their ball-balancing 
again this week, but why not, since audiences continue to have hysterics 
over their efforts to maintain the precarious perch. The bell ringing stunt 
is in for a repeat, too, the girls shaking out ‘Silent Night’ (more or less), 
on bells strapped around their waists. 

Silver and green is the attractive color scheme for the tumbling Fay 
Family, one of the girls in green pajamas and silver jacket, the other twe 
in silver coats over brief circular green skirts, 





Ladies’ Night at the Strand 


‘First Lady,’ the N. Y. Strand’s new tenant, has a lot of bright dialog, 
as to be expected since George S. Kaufman and Katherine Dayton of Mrs 
Dem. and Mrs, Rep. fame, were responsible for the original. Between bits 
of sparkling conversation, ‘First Lady’ is very slow going. 


And did they have to name Kay Francis’ verbal sparring partner, Verree 
-Teasdale, ‘Irene’? Despite her publicized throat operation, Miss Francis 
still suffers from ‘r’ trouble, and in this film she must refer to ‘Iwene’ 
about 20 times, and is also required to mention ‘Pawis fwocks.’ She's in- 
clined to neglect her ‘h’s’, too, her enunciation turning the White House 
into the Wite House. Miss Francis is pretty tall for kittenishness, and this 
part seems to have affected her carriage sadly. Carrying her form in an 
s’ shape and walking as though her ankles were hobbled, might make a 
lady feel cute, but it only makes her look like her clothes were uncom- 
fortable. 


A black gown with deep-V neck and metal girdle is good, and so is high- 
neck gown monogramed where the vest pocket would be, and worn with 
a large dipping hat having a narrow feather band. But one metal cloth 
evening gown is carefully designed to destroy her figure. The bodice is 
fitted in a way that eliminates all curves above the waistline. The shirt 
is gathered in Dirndl fashion, much more becoming to Anita Louise who 
wears this girlish style throughout the picture, 

Beautifully groomed Verree Teasdale wears several striking costumes. 
The best is a backless black gown with draped metal cloth overskirt. fall- 
| ing into a train. Marjorie Rambeau is handsome in a pancake hat and@ 
| black velvet gown cut low, with a brilliant clip at the neckline. 

There’s an imposing list of male support with ‘Mr. Secretarv’ Preston 
Foster, ‘Justice’ Walter Connolly and ‘Senator’ Victor Jory, but the gen- 
tlemen haven't much to do. It’s ladies’ night with clubwoman Louise 
Fazenda, Marj rie Gateson, Lucille Gleason and Sara Haden assisting the 
featured femmes. 





Gridders, the Navy and a Flirt 

‘Navy lue and Gold’ takes you through four long vears of Naval 
Academy rules, regulations and traditions before the finish ‘3 minutes to 
| play’ football game—last named is Hollywood tradition, if not Navy. 

Robert Young, Tom Brown and James Stewart win the final game. after 
cleaning up all comers between the sloughs of academy atmosphere. James 
Stewart's sincerity gives the film some superior moments that could easily 
| have been maudlin with mediocre handling, 

Perennial butler Barnett Parker's rooting helps the Army-Navy game 
scene, and Billie Burke is Tom Brown's doting mama. She is daintilv 
feminine as always, in a tiny cape made of flowers, a slim white gown 
| with jeweled collar and a black with metal collar, 

Florence Rice is the girl interest and wears a bouffant net with full 
ruffled cap sleeves to tell Stewart that she prefers him to Robert Young. 
But Mr. Stewart is inclined to doubt this, and so is the 


audience. Ap- 


parently she isn’t intended to be a flirt, but she has certainly given every 
indication of girlish dalliance up to this point. 
but Robert Young isn’t trying very hard. 


Stewart does win the gal, 








a 
ca] 











vo 








i+ 


v 
‘a 











co 





we *dnesday, December 29, 1937 





PICTURES 





U's 1's Unprecedented Income From 


Panay Shots; Alley’s Lecture Tour ; 





First newsreel pictures of the 
Panay sinking near Nanking are due 
in New York today (Wednesday ) al- 
though there was a chance that the 
airplane- pattleship journey of the 
from Shanghai would enable 
hit N. Y. late last night. 
24 hours caused by storm 
preve ‘nted the China Clipper from 
getting away from Manila on time, 
scheduled arrival on the Coast after 
hopoff being 10:30 o'clock 


pl ints 
them to 
Delay of 


delayed 


yesterday (Tues.) morning, N. Y. 
time. 

Zattle to get the films here by 
Universal and Fox-Movietone was 


partially ove -rshadowed by other de- 
velopments. 
Norman Alley, 
emerge as another 
either as lecturer, 
correspondent and photographer. His 
varied experiences as newspaper re- 
porter, as lieutenant for the signal } 
corps in the World War, his ven- 
as a newsreel cameraman and 
his many narrow escapes from death 
in obtaining first-hand stories make 
him No. 1 bet for any one 
of these, plus his additional exploit 
in China in grabbing approximately 
4.000 feet of action material. 

Alley, with Ben Serkowich, now 
adv-publicity director at the Capitol 
theatre, N. Y., are credited with 
starting the Chicago Daily News 
screen service which is now regarded 
as the beginning of Universal News. 
Alley has missed hardly any section 
of the globe in his camera travels. 
He is probably as well known in 
newspaper offices and main streets 
of America as in N. Y. and Chicago. 

Alley was first cameraman (for In- 
ternational Newsreel) on spot at 
Shenandoah blimp disaster, rushing 
there while on vacation. One of 
amusing incidents in his life was his 
work on Herrin, Ill., coal mine riots. 
He obtained . newsreel pictures, 
printed them and rushed them to the 
Chicago theatre, Chi, for immediate 
exhibition. When informed that 
orchestra had no_ suitable strike 
music and hence they could not use 
them, Alley keeled over, though 
friends say lack of food and sleep 
for three days probably was largely 
responsible. Reels were silent then. 

In Panay incident, Alley grabbed 
much footage from deck of gunboat 
between dropping of bombs by Japa- 
nese. Then, when the boat was about 
to be abandoned he kept his camera 
focused on incidents that occurred 
during actual quitting of bombed 
gunboat. He hid films until he felt 
sure of safety within American lines. 

Lenser’s $1,000 Bonus 

Alley received $1,000 bonus from 
Universal but it is understood that 
the film company still holds 50% 
radio rights to his appearance. He 
Was wounded in the shoulder, hand 
and leg by fragments from bursting 
shrapnel or bomb, Alley is accom- 
panying the Universal film to San 
Francisco where it will be turned 
over to company officials for ship- 
ping by special plane to New York. 
Reel, which is to be released as a 


U’s cameraman, 
Floyd Gibbons, 


tures 


loom as 


short feature, probably will not reach 


N. Y. theatres or 
today (Wednesday), 

Several hundred dollars already 
has been obtained by U, it is re- 
ported, in advance contracts for the 
film not counting coin received on 
deal for stills. Some newsreel houses 
in N. Y. were inclined to kick about 
paying upped rentals, claiming that 
they should receive the reel as part 
of the regular Universal newsreel 
service. They contend they have 
not had to pay extra for other out- 
standing newsreel coverage and that 
if they don’t buy the short they will 
liave no coverage whatever from 
Universal. Other exhibitors were in- 
clined to the same view though not 
so strong in resisting the booking 
effort. 

The Movietone footage is to go out 
as regular newsreel material, it was 
Stated yesterday. ‘News of the Day’ 
has announced it will have footage 
on the Panay incident and rival 
newsreel companies are checking to 
see if this is obtained from Fox 
Movietone, since they claim ‘N. of 
D. had no cameraman on_ the 
bombed boat. Understood that Para- 
mount also has no footage on actual 
sinking of Panay although Arthur 
Menken secured scenes on capture 
of Nanking before put in jail by 
Japanese troops. Pathe also is re- 
ported to have no coverage of ac- 
tual sinking episode. 

Wide interest in Universal news- 


elsewhere until 


a 


‘ 





One of these was that | 
might | 


radio star or war | 


| 


| 








| today 





Shown on Coast 


Hollywoud, Dec. 28, 


Grauman’s Chinese here, and 
Loew's State, Los Angeles, 
were the first theatres to 
screen the newsreel shots of 
the Dec. 12 bombing of the 
U. S. S. Panay. Reels reached 
Alameda, Cal.. aboard the 
China Clipper Tuesday morn- 
ing and were immediately re- 
layed south aboard another 
plane. Clipper had been de- 
layed on its flight from Hono- 


lulu due to adv 
conditions. 

Fifteen theatres of the Fox- 
West Coast chain get the shots 
tonight. 


erse weather 











reel’s shots may gross up to $400,000. 
The U. S. GoVernment will not stand | 
in the way of theatre showings of 
the film. 
U’s Press, Radio Coin 
Universal Newsreel 
realize approximately $90,000 from 
the sales of newspaper still and mag- 
azine rights for pictures of the Panay 
bombing. The figure also includes 
the money which is expected to be 
realized from guest shot appearances 


expects to 


on the ether by Norman Alley, who 
is being sought by Ripley, ‘We, the 


People, and others. 

Associated Press paid upward of 
$10,000 for the world-wide newspa- 
per still rights, exclusive of maga- 
zines. This is stated to be the high- 
est figure ever paid for pictures of 
this kind. Universal's asking price 
to Life mag was $35,000 and an offer 
by the mag of $7,500 was rejected. 
Life doubled the bid and U accepted 
the $15,000. Wide-World and Inter- 
national photo still services also 
sought clips. 


No D. C. Censoring 
Washington, Dec. 28. 

No scissoring for the Universal 
and Movietone reels of the U. S. S. 
Panay bombing by Federal authori- 
ties, 

Uncensored version of 
take’ incident will be dished up for 
film audiences, with the State De- 
partment and other government 
people glad to have all the gory de- 
tails put before the public. Em- 
phatic explanation that this country 
has no desire to chop the bomb-by- 
bomb record was given this week by 
Michael J. McDermott, spokesman 
for the State Departmenters, who 
explained that while Federal crew 
is anxious to see the pictorial record 
there is no intention of asking the 
distributors to hold up the reel, 

Special screenings of Fox Movie- 
tone and Universal shots of the Pan- 
ay sinking are scheduled for Federal 
officials as soon as footage which 
landed in San Francisco, Tuesday 
(28) can be flown to the Capitol, 

Intense interest at the White 
House, Navy Department in pictorial 
account of the incident which has 
developed such grave international 
consequences is reflected because of 
the long-distance sparring between 
the American and Japanese diplo- 
mats over what actually happened 
Tentative arrangements are for local 
representatives of both reels to turn 
prints over to the White House and 
the Navy for projection at the con- 
venience of President Roosevelt. 
Secretary Swanson and the admirals. 

The State Department execs will 
be invited by Movietone people to 
witness a showing at the Fox ex- 
change. Universal probably will fol- 
low suit. 

With Japanese officials quibbling 
over details of the official American 
reports, all Government people are 
anxious to glimpse the reels so they 
can get a visual idea of the sequence 
of events and supplement the writ- 
ten versions of the State and Navy 
departments. Camera catches are 
likely to have a profound influence 
on the U. S. attitude in the negotia- 
tions with Japan. 


the ‘mis- 


Meliyweed, Dec. 28. 
Norman Alley, Universal newsree] 
cameraman, docks in San Francisco 
(Tuesday) aboard the China 
Clipper bearing sufficient footage: of 


the bombing and sinking of the Pan- 


ay in the Yangtse river 
three-reeler exclusive. 


to make up a 


Specially chartered airliner will 
| pick up the film in San Francisco 
| and fiy it to New York. Heavy ex- 


ploitation 
pared with 


campaig:r. has been 
Mare Lachmann, 


pre- 





Murder at Ringside 


Hollywood, Dec. 28. 
will make ‘Hollywood 
mystery thriller with the 
Legion fight headquarters here as its 
locale, in February or March. 


Republic 


Stadium,’ 





U stu-]} tures 


Armand Schaefer draws the pro- 
| ducer assignment and David Howard 
| will direct. 


Okla. Levislator 
Now Has Ideas Of 


Indies Vs, Majors 


Washington, Dec. 28 
hitting the film 
industry is in the offing as conse- 
| quence of fight of independent ex- 
|} hibitors in Oklahoma. 

Measure forcing separation of the 
| business into three branches is be 
jing drafted by Representative Lyle 
H. Boren of Oklahoma at the insti- 
| gation of indies who claim they are 
| being manhandled by affiliated 
rivals. Although similar to 
| Suggestions, the bill would go 
| farther than anything 


Novel legislation 





| 


prior | 
much | 
proposed in| 


| the past since it would compel com- | 
plete severance of present relations | 


between producers, distributors and 
exhibitors. 


Idea of 


prohibiting producers or 


ous bills: before, but never has been 
taken seriously. 

The latest move is considered 
merely a threat which may be tossed 
aside if conditions change in Boren’s 
home state. He is not definitely 
committed to offer the measure, al- 


though he is giving the subject 
serious attention, 
Columbus, O., Dec. 28. 


The finance committee of the Ohio 
House of Representatives has 
' proved allocation of the proceeds of 
the admissions tax for relief pur- 
poses for the next two years. 
Measure will be taken up by the 
house at once for consideration as 
part of a permanent relief program 


COPYRIGHT TREATY 








Washington, Dec. 28. 

Treaty by which the United States 
would join the international copy- 
right union still remains on the Con- 
gressional calendar when the spe- 
cial session ended. 

Sudden decision to quit four days 
before Christmas, combined with 
delay in framing proposed reserva- 


tions, made it impossible to obtain 
action before adjournment. Al- 
though Senator F. Ryan Duffy of 


Wisconsin had predicted ratification 
during the session, he made no at- 
tempt to bring the question up for 
discussion. 


‘Federal Pen,’ Par’s 
Prison Cycle Entry 


Hollywood, Dec. 28. 
Paramount has joined the cycle of 





prison films, announcing ‘Federal! 
Pen,’ with background of Leaven- 


worth penitentiary, cast to be headec 
Akim Tamiroff. 


writers to be assigned. William Le- 


duction. 
Williams, Educ’s Sec 
T. R. Williams was named secre- 
tary of Educational Pictures, Inc., by 


directorate last week. He succeed 
N. C. Nicholson, who resigned to 
resume his private law practice. 

Williams, who has been treasure! 
of Educational for a number of 
years, continues in that post 





he took for them in Orient 


Baron will personally supervise pro- | 


ap- | 


distributors from engaging in exhi- 
bition has found its way into vari- | 





AGAIN BOUND OVER 


| 
| 
| 





| 


j; attempt to 


Story will be a studio original with) gp oy 


V VRIETY 7 


————————— ne 


Par Rushing Mae West Release 
Rather Than Wait for Cool-Off 





Form of Criticism 
Minneapolis, Dec. 28. 

H. L. Griffith, who has been 
trying in vain tor more than 
2 year to induce the city 
council to grant him a permit 
to build a $150,000 neighbor 
hood theatre, sent each alder- 
man who voted against the li- 

a Christmas gift. 

But there’s no danger he'll 
) idicted for bribery. The 
‘present vas a small hunk of 
*heese the smelly kind 





for greater 


. y . d | members 
by Ray Milland, Frances Farmer and| formed actor organizations. 


Columbia for the male lead 
John King 








ERP! Consultants 
Continue Chiefly 
On Classroom Pix’ * 


Although no final decision has been 
reac sent intention 1s 
tinue activities of ERPI Picture 
sultant activities in framing and | 
producing strictly educational —_ 
suited exclusively for cla 
room work. Strides made by Pix 
Consultants, one of subsidiary activi- 
Electrical Research Products, 
Inc., in past 18 months indicates that 
the organization will be operating in 
the black within the next 
raonths. 

ERPI probably will cut it 
from its organization just as soon as 
outfit proves self-supporting, allow- 
ing it to become a separate company 
operated by former ERPI employees. 
This procedure has been followed 
with many units already disbanded 
from the large ERPI empire in the 
sound field. Its sales department is 
now carried on by the separate cor- 
poration, Altec, with present offices 
located apart from ERPI. Supply and 
manufacturing is now carried on by 


hed, pre 
it Con- 


tart 
jJECts, 


ties of 


loose 


Motiograph, Inc., and General Thea- 
tres. 
ERPI’s_ offices, covering main 


executives and foreign departments, 
will move to American Telephone 
building downtown next April when 
present lease expires in West 57th 
Street building, N. Y. 

Change in Audio Productions, Inc., 
setup is expected shortly. This ERPI 
unit handles industrial productions 
and now employs nearly 400 people 
in turning out shorts and feature 
pictures fo big industrial concerns 

Among plans to boost production 
facilities will be arrangements to 
make bulk of industrial films at Gen- 
eral Service studios, Astoria. 


N.Y. AGENTS STILL 
HOPE TO REVIVE ORG. 


William Morris, Lyons & Lyons, 
and Lou Irwin agencies have signi- 
fied their willingness to talk about 
reorganization of the defunct Ar- 
tists’ Managers Association. A week 
ago the idea looked to die through 
lack of cooperation. 

Idea is to get biggies on the 
board so they can control chiseling 
agents seeking membership. 

Rather than act as a wall against 
talent unions, agent group will act 
harmony among its 
the many recently 
It will 
house 





and 


regulate its own 


Doc Cuts Up for U 
Hollywood, Dec. 28. 
Universal rolls ‘Crime of Dr. Hal- 
lett’, Jan. 3, with Edmund R, Grain- 
ger producing and S. Sylvan Simon 
lirecting. 
Ralph B ellamy was borrowed from 
l with 
and Barbara Read in sup- 
port 


MONO’S ‘WOLF CALL’ 


Hollywood, Dec. 28. 
dio publicity chief, and Dave Lipton Monogram will place “The Wolf 
of the New York office whooping| Call.” from Jack London's story, in 
it up. | production shortly after the turn of 
: the year with R. N. Bradbury pro- 
Alley's Lectures Jucer-director. 
Chicago, Dec. 28 Scott R. Dunlap supervises. 
Extended lecture tour being ar- | ae 
ranged for Norman Alley, photog- Jane Jones’ Film 
rapher who did the Panay newsreel Hollywood, Dec. 28. 
shots for Universal. Is to talk on] Lon Young places ‘Port of Missing 
Chinese-Japanese quabble as a/! Girls’ in work for Monogram, Jan. 5, 
whole, as well as the Panay inciden vith Jane Jones, nitery thrush, in a 
Understood that he will ask Uni- | top femme role. 
versal for permission to exhibit pic Karl Brown directs from his own 


| screenplay. 


to con- | 





+ 
Instead of setting back release of 
the new Mae West piciure, ‘Every 
Day's a Holiday,’ until the criti- 
cism of her recent radio appearance 
dies down, as was first intentioned 
Paramount is world-premiering t 
picture at the Oriental, Chicago, Fri- 
day (31) and may shove it lr 
Ye in’s. eve mm a single nO i! 
view In me other theatre fre. 
q itly done atithat tim 
Par i ling tl yict ( 1 na 
tional 1 » Jan. 14 ith ! 
del t) da reaction I it 
the tar 1 ne t ) ind 
wl or not nn by } i 
pa most an publici | b.o 
!Company is putting on a _ national 
campaign in newspapel i maga- 
j sine e to break the week of tt pic- 


jture’s release, 


E 


ito play 
| which 
12-14 





and will spend $35,000- 
— on the splurge 


manuel B. Cohen, who produced 


- slid: iy,” flew into New York 
Thursday (23) and back to Holly- 
wood Friday (24) after huddling 
with home office execs, including 
| Bob Gillham, on the handling of the 
picture. 

While the Paramount, N. Y.. was 


considering delay of opening for the 
West picture due to the current ra- 
dio publicity, the original schedule 
‘Holiday’ after ‘Wells Fargo’ 
opens today (Wed.) will 
tand. It that ‘Fargo’ and 
Fred Waring may go four weeks, 
which would make the opening for 
the West starrer Jan. 26, 

Holly wood, 

Mae West pic, as it 
B rating from the Legion of De- 
cency, with the promise that A 
status will be forthcoming provided 
two lines are dropped. These are, 
‘I wouldn’t lift my veil for that 
guy, and ‘he couldn't touch me with 
a 10-foot pole.’ 

Lopping probably will be effected, 
Paramount biggies feeling that the 
whispering campaign against Miss 
West, due to her radio broad- 
cast, can be the head 
pronto. 


is figured 


Dec. 28. 
stands, has a 


recent 
socked in 


St. Louis, Dec. 28. 

The plight of Santa Claus, 49-yeare 
old laborer and father of seven chile 
dren, in Marshall, Mo., reached Mae 
West at Hollywood and her check 
for $250 reached Claus in time for 
Xmas. Claus first gained publicity 
in 1929 when he suffered a broken 
leg and since then has received hun- 
dreds of letters from children each 
year. He answers as many as his 
finances permit. 

Two weeks ago it became known 
that Claus was digging ditches near 
Marshall to support his family. The 
story, reached local rags and eventu- 
ally Hollywood. Miss West's present 
followed, In her forwarding letter 
Miss West promised to purchase 
stamps for Claus to answer letters 
from children and said she would 
drop.in on the Claus family at the 
first opportunity. Claus, the son of 
William and Henrietta Claus, ap- 
peared on a New York radio pro- 
gram two years ago. He signs all 
letters ‘The Rev. Santa Claus.’ 


Spurn Local Antonomy 


Hollywood, 
Autonomy for four studio locals of 
the IATSE drew a negative vote 
from laboratory workers. Two oth- 
ers also voted against self-govern- 
ment. 
Studio technicians, biggest 
cals with 7,500 membership, 
Jan. 2, 


Dec. 28. 


of lo- 
ballot 


Joe Bigeiow May Join U 


Hollywood, Dec. 28. 
Joe Bigelow is dickering with 
Universal for a termer, through 


Zeppo Marx agency. 
Bigelow just 

with Goldwyn. 

for $500 weekly. 


‘Tom’ Sleuths for Par 


Hollywood, Dec. 28. 
Mark Twain's story, ‘Tom Sawyer, 
Detective,’ will be prodticed by 
Paramount bracket budget 


concluded a 
New deal w 


stretch 
oul 1 S ill 


with a top 


on the 1937-38 program, according 
to an announcement by William 
LeBaron 

Film is expected to be readied to 


roll by summer, 
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‘Snow White’ L. A. Smash at $19,000: 
Resalie’ Nifty $28,000 in 2 Spots, 


Pons $13,300, H.0.’s Share Upbeat 


Los Angele 
ung into a Y 
sir.de with the arrival of the Yule 
on, and with a 4 
tand: ng hics vn s headed tf 


B’z sw 


g2a 


‘Rosa 
Chinese, is piling up a com 
$28,000. plenty oke, while Paran 
holdover of ‘True Confession,’ 
should have no trouble passing in-| 
itial week's take. Second holdover 
is ‘Zola’ at the day-date Downtown 
and Hollywood. Trade at other] 
hous¢s is 


Vineda | 


> mt | 
lOUTLE, 


SO-SO. 


| 
| 
' 
| 
| 
| 
j 
just 
Estimates for This Week | 
Carthay Circle (Fox) (1,518; 55-83- 
White’ (RKO). | 

take for this ani- | 

feature a smash] 

ily by ‘Ziegfeld.’ 
dicates anothe 
New Year’s and 


1.10-1.65) — ‘Snow 
Opening week's 
maied full-lengih 
$19,000, topped o 
Heavy advance i 
smash week over 
long, profitable run. 

Chimise (Grauman) (2,024; 
55-75)—‘Rosalie’ (MG) and 
Moto’ (20th) dual. With heavy 
Xmas trade should garner very good 
$12,500. Last week ‘Second Honey- 
moon’ (20th) and ‘Lancer’ Spy’ 
(20 h), fair $9,100. 

Downtown (WB) 
65)—‘Zola’ (WB) (2d week). 
over started Xmas day and 
prosperity in the air should have 
no trouble equallinz, if not passing 
first week of $10.500 with around 
$12,000 in the coffers. 

Four Siar (Fox) (900; 40-55)— 
‘Dinner at Riiz’ (20th). This foreign- 
made 20ih-Fox release failed to 
elicit undue interest, so best in sight 
is poor $1,300. Last week, ‘Clois- 
tered’ (Besi), about $1,000. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 30-410-55- 
65 —‘Zola’ (WB) ‘(2d week). Second 
s.anza started strong so should wind 
uo with comfortable $9,000. First 
week’s take brought satisfactory 
$9,600. 

Orpheum (Bdwy.) (2 
Love on Toast’ (Par) and 
‘Thunder Trail’ (Par) dual and 
vaudeville. Shared holiday biz with 
the rest of the downiowners so at 
$8,000 it’s oke all around, Last weck, 
second runs only. 

Pantages (Pan) (2.812: 


i) 


30-40- 
‘Mr. 


(1.800; 30-40-55- 
Hold- 
with 





280; 25-30- 


35- 10 )— 


30-49-55 )— 


‘Hitting New High’ (RKO) and 
‘Westland Case’ (U) dual. Not liv- 
ing up to title as far as b.o. is con- 


cerned but should be profitable 
$6,700. Last week, fourth and final 


sianza of ‘Awful Truth’ (Col) and 
‘Paid to Dance’ (Col), very big, 
$7.000. 

Paramount (Partmar) (3.585: 30- 
40-55)—True Confession’ (Par) (2d 


week) and stage show. Another 
holdover to cash in on the holiday 
trade, with probably $14000 the an- 
swer, compared with first week’s fair 
re urn of $13.500. 

RKO (2.872: 30-40-55)—‘ 
New High’ (RKO) and ‘Wesiland 
Case’ (U), dual. Running about on 
average with its day-dater (Pan- 
tazes) for oke $6,600. Last week, 
‘Awful Truth’. (Col) ~ ang ‘Paid 
to Dance’ (Col) (4th wk.), very good 


Hitting 


; | Xmas, all spots 


and stage show, 


Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 30-40-50) | ae 
—'45 Fathers’ (20th) plus ‘Trapped Providence, Dec. 28. 
by G-men’ (Col), dual. Normal us Odea or tne ae 
$5,000. Last stanza okay $4,300 on Biz is still far from being spec- 
‘Hell Divers’ (Col) (revival) and | tacul ar, but has shown a decided 
‘Life Begins With Love’ (Par). climb here. Bills are plenty good, 
Fox (Indie) (9,000; 40-50-15 F | consequently grosses are spotty. Em- 
I'll Take Romance’ (Col) and stage | : 
show. Around $22,000. fair. Brutal | pire suddenly withdrew from combo | 
$15,000 last week for ‘Something to policy, reverting to  second-run. 
Sing About’ (RKO) with Count} Vaude and firsi-run pictures have 
Basie band on stage. | been the policy there since early 

Madison (United Detroit) (2.000;| fall. This leaves Fay’s without op- 
40-50-75 )—‘Hurricane’ (UA). Should | posish until next week, when the 
get good $10,000. Around $6.000 tast! Albee goes combo. 








in many weeks. 
Standouts are 
plus Albertina Rasch ballet, 
Michigan and ‘Tl 
at the Fox. 
Estimates for This Week 


at 





week on third stanza of 
Sacred’ (UA). 

Michigan (United Detroit) 
40-50-75) — ‘True Confession’ (Par), 
with Albertina Rasch ballet topping 
vaude. Looks like $22,000, neat, com- 
ing up. Brutal $9,000 last stanza on 


‘Nothing 


‘Make a Wish’ (RKO), plus stage 
show. 

Palms - State (United Detroit) 
(3,000; 30-40-50) — ‘Last Gangster’ 


(MG) and ‘Walt Disney's Five Prize 
Hits,’ dual. Former opus moved here 
from UA after two sessions heading 
for a very fancy $12,000. Last stanza 
about $7,200, okay, on ‘They Won't 





‘True Confession,’ | 
the | 
Take Romance,’ | 


(4.000; | 





Godiva and P.A.’s Hypo Frisco 's Good 
Pix: ‘Rosalie, ‘Sacred’ $20,000 Each 





weeks. Last week, ‘Missing Witnes- 
ses’ (WB): bad $3.300. 
Loew's State (3,200 
‘Man Proof’ (MG) and ‘You're Young 
Once’ (MG). Likely to wind up with 
yod $13,000. Last week, ‘Tnorough- 
breds’ (MG) and Beg Borrow’ 
(MG). $8.100, pretty good 
Majestic (Fay) (2.200; 25 
‘Tovarich’ (WB) and 
(20th). Looks 
week, ‘Big Te 
‘Idol of the C 
$4,000. 
Strand 
‘True 
| the Streets’ 
iswell. Last 
| dal, (Pai 
was off, 


Jackie, $11,500 
No. | Surprise 


25-35-50) 





-35-50) — 
‘Mr. Moto’ 
$9,000, oke. Last 
Girl’ «20th) and 
rowds’ (Ind), poor 


like 


wn 


(Indie) (2.200; 25-35 
Confession’ (Par) and ‘Boy of | 
(Mono). At least $9,000, 
week, ‘Night Club Scan- 
and ‘Texas Trail’ (Par) 
$3.908. 


50) — 











e 
First Runs on Broadway 
(Subject to Change) 
Week of Dec. 30 
Astor—‘Hurricane’ (UA) (8th 
wk ). 
Capitol—‘Rosalie’ (MGM). 
wae ewed in Variety, Dec. 22) 
Criterion—‘Manhattan Merry- 
Go-Round’ (Rep) (31). 
(Reviewed in Variety, Nov. 10) 
+ Music Hall—‘Tovarich’ (WB). 
in spite of s'c*k Christmas week; (Reviewed ‘ry Variety, Dec. 8) 
icceptable $4,109. Paramount —‘Wells Fargo 
Omana (oiau.+ (2,100; 10-25-40) (Par) (29). 
‘Rosal e’ (MG) and ‘Expensive Hus-! Reviewed in Variety. Dec. 8) 
ands’ (WB), double. De pire open- Rialto—‘You’re Only Young 
a ol ee nee loge Once’ (MGM) (S30). 
) 200 asl week ‘Rh Pde (Par) Rivoli—‘ Hitting a New High’ 
and ‘45 Fathers’ (20th) doubled: (RKO) (2d wk). 
Withers picture helped plenty, but Rexy — ‘Love and Hisses’ 
still slight week at $6.100 (20th) (31). 
Orpheum (Blank) (2,976; 10-2 3-40) Reviewed in Variety, Dec. 22) 
Tovarich’ (WB) and ‘Beg, Bo Strand—Submarine D-l’ 
or Steal’ (MG) twinned. C meds (WB) (29). 
taking the cake here and runn n (Reviewed in Variety, Nov. 17) 
up ple - ng tots alt ) $9,600. Last eek, Week of Jan. 6 
‘First Lady’ (WB) and ‘Merry-Go- : : ae 
Round’ ta) duo, found going slim Astor — ‘In Old Chicago 
due to Xmas taking shoppers’ time: (20th). : 
light at $6,700, and only that with capitol — ‘Rosalie’ (MGM) 
aid of midnight show. (2d wk). 
ee ee Criterion — ‘It’s All Yours’ 
(Col) (6). 
é ’ Music Hall—‘Tovarich’ (WB) 
omanice ane. 
, Paramount — ‘Wells Fargo’ 
(Par) (2d wk). 
6 4 Roxy — ‘Love and _ Hisses’ 
on es ame (20th) (2d wk). 
9 Strand — ‘Submarine D-1l’ 
(WB) (2d wk). 
Det. Looks Un Forget’ (WB), plus ‘Thunder Trail’ 
(Rep). 
——— United Artists (United Detroit) 
(2.009; 40-50-75) — ‘Rosalie’ (MG). 
Detroit, Dec. 28. Looks fair for $9,500. Fair $6,000 on 
Strong lineups everywhere, and eer) Feige Last Gangster 
except for slow start day before pel aerrrtteccaiaccs 





igure to do best biz } 


Providence Looking Up; 
‘Proof’-‘Young Once’ 136, 
‘Moto,’ ‘Tovarich’ 96 


Estimates for This Week 
Albee (2,200; 25-35-50) — ‘Hitting 
New High’ (RKO) and ‘Renfrew of 
Royal Mounted’ (GN), Peppy pace, 
but opposish is pretty tough; $7,500. 
Last week. ‘Blondes Are Dangerous’ 


(U) and ‘Quick Money’ (RKO); poor 
$3,500. 
Carlton (Fay-Loew’s) (1,400; 25- 


35-50) — ‘Thoroughbreds’ (MG) and 
‘Beg, Borrow’ (MG). Looks headed 
for a nice $4,000. Last week, ‘Navy 
Blue’ (MG) and ‘Murder on Diamond 
Row’ ‘UA) off at $2,000. 

Empire (Spitz) (1,600; 10-20-30) — 
Back again in second-run fold. Last 








Mpls. Mostly Off; ‘Fargo’ Huge 106, 








Tn Pitt. Spurt! 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 28. 

Holiday impetus shooting biz back 
into the profit brackets after succes- 
! sion of bad wee but Xmas fallir 
jon Saturday bad break and 
keeping average consider- 
ably of same time last 
year. 

Surprise of session 
‘Boy of Streets. Monogram flicker, 
starring Jackie Cooper, w ent into 
Fulton without fanfare and got away 
{to flying start, with indications house 
will roll up best gross since ‘Thin 
Ice’ several months ago. Holds for 
second week and from present indica- 
tions may stick even longer than 
that. Major Bowes amateurs con- 
tinue to exert b. o. magic at Stan- 
ley and with ‘Ebb Tide’ will stick 
|pretty close to previous figures, 
} While “Tovarich’ at Penn is all right, 
| but strictly class, and won't be ex- 
|}actly a whopper. 


“KS, 

was a 
general 
below that 


1g 


in general is 





Estimates for This Week 


Alvin (Harris) (2,000: 25-35-50)— 
‘Second Honeymoon’ (20th). Ob- 
viously takes more than Power- 


Young marquee magic to overcome 
this inbetweener: fair $9.000. Last 
week ‘Dr. Syn’ (GB) and ‘45 Fathers’ 
(20th), fair enough for time of year 
at $5,400. 

Fulton (Shea-Hyde) (1,750: 25-40) 
—‘Boy of Streets’ (Mono). Surprise 
picture of the season, and one that 
will be right up with biggest flickers 
of major studios in returns. Started 
Xmas -and ropes were up imme- 
diately. Looks like at least $11,500 
and that’s great even for the best of 
them. Can't be attributed entirely 
to Jackie Cooper, because he hasn’t 
meant much of late, but whatever it 
is Mono has a definite winner. Holds 
for New Year’s and may possibly 
stick beyond that. Last week ‘That’s 
My Storey’ (U) and reissue of ‘Ladies 








| tet 
| 


|‘Three Broadway Girls’ 


| 


+ 

week, ‘Empty Holsters’ (WB) and San Francisco. Dec 28 

stage show, so-so $4,500. Practically every house on the 
Fay'’s (2.000; 25-35-50) — ‘Adven-|main siem has something to cheer 

ture’'s End’ (U) and vaude. Biz | about this week, the Christmas line- 

should register neat $7.000; best in!up being one of the stronzest Frisco 


has had in its first-run theatres in 
vears. The Warfield, United Artists. 





Embassy and Paramount all expect 
to end the old year with pleniy in 
ithe coffers. ‘Tovarich’ got off to a 
| bright start at the Warfield. Crowds 
| 


also storming the UA and 
where ‘Nothing Sacred’ 
Xmas to capacity biz. The 
}campaigzn on this comedy was 
of the brightest and most ambitious 
given any picture here this vear. 
‘Rosalie’ off to a tuneful start at the 


Embassy, 
ned 


ane 
ance 


On¢ 
ad 


one 





|Par Wednesday, several days before 
Christmas. Metro sent up Eleannr 
| Powell for a series of p.a. on the 
opening day, and in the flesh she 
broutht a lot of shoppers in off the 
streets. 
Estimates for This Week 

Embassy (Cohen) (1,512; 35-55-75) 
—‘Nothing Sacred’ (UA). Afier sev- 
eral bad weeks, the Emb has come 
back with a bang with this Lom- 
bard-March laff riot. The United 
| Ar tists. which plays the big ones 
| with the Embassy. is getting the 
better plav of the two houses 
| Although Miss Lombard plaved at 
j the Fox last week and most of this 


in ‘True Confession,’ which is 
to ‘Nothing Sacred,’ the 
good coin in the nabe 
week ‘Street Scene’ 


S:ml- 
Emb will 
of $8,000 
(TWA) and 


(UA) sour 


lar 


T »cé4 
Se 


~3.000. 

Fox (F-WC) 
‘True Confession’ 
oughbreds’ (MG) 


(5.000: 35-55-75)— 
(Par) and ‘Thor- 
(2d week). Fox 


brought in this strong bill durine the 
week before Xmas when peonle are 


avathetic towards 


entertainment 
| Management delighted the wav busi- 
ness held up even at the matinees. 
which are n.is.g. here. Exnpect fine 
$14,000 after great first week take of 
$18,000. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2.850: 35-55- 
75)—Danger Patrol’ (RKO) and 
O'Neill Sisters Kiddies annual 
Christmas review on the stage. The 





Gate is out to get the movpets and 


their papas and mamas this week 
with Mickey Mouse and Donald 
Duck on the screen and local kiddies 
on the stage; a fine $19.000 with this 
holiday bill. Last week ‘Fit for 
King’ (RKO) and stage show. $14.- 


500, much better than expected 
Orpheum (F&M) (2.440; 


35-55-75) 


—You’re Sweetheart’ and ‘The 
Shadow’ (Col). Alice Fave gets her 
first star break in Frisco in the ads 
and on the marquee in ‘You're a 
Sweetheart,’ which will give the 
Orpheum ae sweet $9.000. Hal 
Neides has brightened up the front 
of the house with a snazzy new 
marquee which is said to cost 20 
grand. Last week (2d) ‘Merryv-Go- 


Round’ (U) and ‘Greenwich Village’ 
(Col) nosedived below $5,000. 
Paramount (F-WC) (2,740; %5-55- 
75 )\—‘Rosalie’ (MG). Eleanor Powell 
made series of p.a.’s on stage open- 
ing day and following night she and 
other members of the cast bally- 
hooed the screen musical on the 
radio during ‘Good News of 1938. 
stimulating tremendous inierest in 


picture; looks for highlv profitable 
$20,000. Last week ‘Blossoms on 
Broadway’ (Par) and ‘First Lady’ 


(WB) negligible $11.000. 


St. Francis (F-WC) (1,470: 35-55- 





so ind of Big House’ (Par), okay at $4,000, ‘First Lady’ (WB) and ‘Dr. Syn* 
ae (Loew-Fox) (2.414: 30-40-35- and for three-day h.o. ‘Girl with |{GB).  Fox-West Coast | dropped 
75) — ‘Roralie’ (MG) and ‘Moto’ . ? 9 » e 9 Ideas’ (U) replaced ‘Story’ and got | Blossoms on Broadway’ (Par), 
(20th) dani Wiiewe lanl nate » een additional $800. which was the ,companion picture 
20% ual. sical made a strong fore, Om ne 
entry and holiday throngs helping ove m er ew lg Penn (Loew's-UA) (3,300: 25-35- | With ‘First Lady’ at the Par on the 
pile up v ery big $15,500. Last week. 4 ? 50) — ‘Tovarich’ (WB). Colbert- tuted “Dr. S mt top oe nagpal 
‘Second Honeymoon’ (20th) and . aoe Boyer combo, together with reputa- | Mark yn for second week on 
‘Lancer Spy’ (20ih), disappointed tion of play. which did sock biz here cane” — be oa: ge ee 
wiih £9,800. Minneapolis, Dec. 28. Century (Publix-Singer) (1,600; | JUSt a couple of months ago, should | after’ (WB) ana “Bie “T ny Gir 
Int " © "y y 7 . ‘> p m= oer enas.. ae ’ Se . . + in Pa : 2 ‘ © a4 ry xi! 
Untied Artists (Fox-UA) (2,100; 30 No matter how bad business sizes | 25-35-40) — ‘It's Love I'm After’}™ean more, but flicker s strictly class | (20th) (24 week), around $5.000. 
40-°5) — ‘Second Honeymoon’ (20th) 1 tie i.| (WB). Critics approve, but will do and appeal as a result is limited. United Artists (Cohen) (1,200: 35- 
and ‘Lancer Spy’ (20th) dual. Not far-| UP om the whole, there generally is) ej] to reach fair $4,000. Holds, Last| Should top $15,000 mark, which is | 55.75) —_ ‘Nothing Sacred’ «UA) 
in¢ so hot on moveover as fair $3,400 | one standout here. For a five weeks’| week, ‘Ii's All Your’s’ (Col) and|@ll right, but hardly unusual for a] Dressed in a filmy costume, made 
atiesis, Last weck, moveover of ‘Con- | stretch it was the sock ‘Awful Truth.’|-Fight for Your Lady’ (RKO), split. | Moliday session. Last week ‘It’s Love mostly of cello bane. ae mit ada 1 
quest?’ (MG) and ‘Thorougabreds’| Following immediately in its foot-| Brutal $2,000. I'm After’ (WB), a nice surprise at |an a white charger, Terry Shera, o 
(MG), poor $2,000. sieps now is ‘Wells-Fargo,’ putting Minnesota ‘Publix-Singer) (4,200; around $11,500. Hollvwood. rode down Market street 
Wilshire (Fox) (2.296; 30-40-55-65) | the Minnesota over the steep and dif- | 25-35-55 )—*Wells Fargo’ (Par). Smash| Stanley (WB) (3,600: 25-40-60)— | the day before the opening of ‘Noth- 
—Zecond Honey moon’ (20th) and|] ficult hurdles. It seems certain to | hit; raves by critics and customers; | ‘Ebb Tide’ (Par) and Major Bowes | ing Secred. Miss Shero, who repre- 
‘Lancer Spy’ (20th) dual. Another | run anywhere from ‘two to wer) wi build to $10,000. Last week,| amateurs. Simon-pures have always |sented Helen of Troy, wes accom- 
disappointment at so-so $5,009. Last | weeks downtown. ‘Live, Love and Learn’ (MG), $4,300,| been money in the bank at this spot nanied by five other Hollywood 
veck, ‘Conque < (MG) and ‘Thor- Otherwise it looks like more slim | poor. and current unit, ‘Collegiate Revue,’ | ‘heroines of history,’ all ridi ng in the 
oughbreds’ (MG) very mild $4,709. pickings. Critics praised ‘It’s Love | Orpheum (Publix-Singer) (2,890;| no exception. However. flicker’s get- |>Imost altovether on  horseb: ck 
—— - i'm After,’ but the Century is far | 25-35-40) — ‘Hitting a New High’|ting attention. too, Prospects are|Thev carried banners ballyheoine 
— * yy» (:rom mobbed. And ‘Hitting a New | (RKO), Mixed comments and Lily | for at least $23,000. Last week ‘An- |‘Nothing Sacred.’ The parade of the 
Pons, ‘Rosalie, ‘Tovarich’ | High, not so well regarded by the} Pons no boxoffice draw, so house|“cl’ (Par) and Red Norvo-Mildred | “als was held to commemorate the 
n ‘ veviewers, hasn't brought any life| pulls picture after five days, brutal} Bailev. not far from an all-time low |3.000th anniversary of tl irst wa 
Hypo Omaha, Latter $9,600 into the Orpheum box-office and oui} $2,000. Last week, ‘Perfect Specimen’ | at $12,000. ever fought over the pied ra _ 
Omaha, Dee, 28. after five poor days. State, after | (WB), $4.500, pretty good. | Warner (WB (2,000: 25-40)—|woman. The woman in question 
All houses aiming point blank at| four prosperous ‘Awful Truth’ weeks State «Publix-Singer) (2,300; 25-| ‘Madame X’ (MG) and ‘Sh! the Oc-|‘vas Helen of Trov. Jean Acker. 
holiday trade with strong first fea- is back to double features With | 40)—‘San Quentin’ (WB) and ‘Wild | topus’ (WB). It’s a holidav to some | first wife of Rudoloh Valenti no, who 
tures. Race _peiween ‘Rosalie ai ‘San Quentin one of the twin bills | and Woolly’ (20th). Back to duals} spots, but not to the Warner. Cur- | 's making a comeback in piciures in 
Omeha as d Tovarich at Orpheum | as the Aster, and ‘Alcatraz Island’ on | and pop prices; good $3,700 indicated.| rent dual won't be ahead of fairly | ‘Nothing Sacred,’ arrived in town for 
fo~ first place with Brandeis trailing. | | the State dual program, a comple te | Last week, ‘Awful Truth’ (Col) (5th |average stanza’s trade at $4.800. Last | the onenine of the comedy. Exovect 
Con phony { 4 fi voce Pe a lay 1 that att — son education is available for film | wee an $5,500 — Nearly $45,000 ge ‘Miss Aldrich’ (MG) and ‘West |2 rye $12 000, giving the Emboccv 
no suse Ci >¢ pen : Va} y |) tats. tO iwe-week Fi ) Shanghai’ (WB), around $3,500. pet the Tlrited rtists ¢ ymbines 
ca’ first-day patrons in the spirit.} Estimates for This Week Time (Berger) (290: 15-25)—‘Billy | way off. et take of $99 000 “ “4 : ook Mbt 
O-nheum continues on its mé y | Aster (Publix-Singer) (900: 15-25))| the Kid’ (MG) (Reissue). Good $800 | OVP Benin tnanin melee ‘Zenda’ dying at $5.000 in fir al 
wov with midnight Big Apple ; | —Alcatraz Island’ (WB) and ‘There 1) prospect. Last week, ‘Springtime | , | nine davs. bi ? a 
y ~ urd on | O weekly gré (oes the rroom. ¢ (f < ) I Rock! f R | / y + Aon Q- «=< ee 
ons a di a ‘nae ‘eon ) Perens Bice oe (R vod ath i ‘ rt | ) ) F cic ie (Rep) (2d week), $500. Green’ s ‘Day of Prom. se’ | 4 waa ad he URSA (2680: 35-55-75) 
estim: a lewspaper | ir | — Tovarich yy and ‘Daughte 
Brandeis ‘Singer-RKO ) (1.250; 10- | | ing Als catraz D ners’ ¢ pe boost- | Uptown (Publix) (1,200: 25-35)- | Hollywood, Dec. 28. | Shonchai’ (Par ). Pll gato es 
95-35-40) ome ‘Hitting Ne W High ng » os neading re ood $1 800 | F re iy (MG). Looks like mild John M Stahl has pacted Howard | setting tremendous billine \ h ch 
(RIZO) and ‘Danger Patrol’ (RKO)| best in months for t e. Last |°2.400. Last week, ‘Ali Baba Goes to) J. Green to ser pt a treatment of ‘A | ‘Vill send Warfield into hich terri- 
a rated. # ‘itile extra strengin here, VCOK, Adventur Bb i (FN | Pown’ #20th), bad $2.099. { bass = 7 "ei Pa 4, aa 4 rv ir yah : f ” A \ , 
fair $4,300. Lact. week, ‘Back in ami Carnival ¢ a] ins)| Werld (Steffes) (350: 25-35- 40- 55) D. of Promise, ich S whl will | ll ye e . ‘817.000. A j Ni y 
Circulation (FN) and ‘Fight for|split with ‘Born to West’ (Par) and] —Girl Said No’ (GN) (3d ek), | Girect and produce for Universal. | ‘hle "olay tenet here guy ron gg 
You Ladv’ ‘RKO) double frames|‘Borrowing Trouble’ (20th) ‘first ISN drawing profitable Sriedee ed Film will co-star Irene Dunne and | a ~ ys rt sips le 
; acoal ators 1D a selruns) $600, bad l oute to o! $1,500 ; | Ed; Bergen (Cha:] AeCarth ee ist week (3d) ‘F ichy 
went smoc thly aiong to top averag run > . a nay UU, MA Sdl 2creen MAL LIC LN) ariny). (MG) fair $7 


5000. 
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Loop Ups From Xmas On; ‘Rosalie’ 
$0,000, Winchell -Bernie $11,000, 
Pons-Benny Fields $21,000, All OK 





_—. 


Chicago, Dec. 23. 
Friday was no better than could be 
expected. Same for Xmas morning 
and afternoon, but with the coming 
of sundown, the citizens roused them- 


+ 





selves to head for the town’s amuse- 
ment spots. It was a shot in the 
arm for the loop, with the houses 
finally pumping into box-office activ- 
ity after a long lay-off. Saturday 
night saw holdouts on the streets, an 
unusual sight in itself. Especially at | 
the family houses, such as the 
ental and State-Lake, did they queue 
up. The fact that the Chicago is 
holding over with ‘True Confession 
took the edge off of that house a bit. 
but it is nevertheless striding along 
with renewed vigor currently 3iz 
on the whole thereafter 1s pacing 
sturdily. - 

Opening on Saturday (25) and off 


Ori- } 





strong are ‘Rosalie’ and ‘Love and 
Hisses.’ Benny Fields on the stage | 
of the Palace is a b. o. bet, account | 
ing for much of that theatre's gross | 
this week. He has always been a| 
prime fave locally. especially since 
his recent boom into the top brack- 
ets. He moves into the Palace fol- 
lowing smashing run at the Chez 
Paree where he garnered big exploi- 
tation throughout the territory. 

Now in its fifth week in the loop, 
‘Awful Truth’ continues at the Apollo 
and is getting repeaters at the wicket. 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 35-55-65-75) 
Awful Truth’ (Col). In its fifth 
loop session and holding to smash 
pace at $7,000 currently after taking 
fine $5,000 last week in face of pre- 
XKmas. 

Chicago (B&K) (4.000; 35-55-75 )— 


*True Confession’ (Par) and stage 
show (2d week). Upping over last 
week’s take on post-holiday zoom. 
going to good $30,000. Last week 


held down by holiday to $23.500. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-55-65-75) 
—‘Daughter of Shanghai’ (Par). <Ac- 
tion picture getting some male play 
for $5,000, satisfactory. Last week, 
‘First Lady’ (WB) taded away to 
meagre $4,100. 

Oriental (B&K) (3,200; 35-55-75 )— 
‘Submarine’ (WB) and vaude. Big 
Hearst plugging and great exploita- 
tion, plus natural pull of action 
flicker in this house tossing in a 
sparkling figure currently for better 
than $31,000, nifty. Last week a dud 
at $14,100 for ‘Navy Blue’ (MG). 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 35-55-75)— 
‘New High’ (RKO) and vaude. Benny 
Fields headlined and figuring for 
solid draft at the front gate which 
ups this stanza to whizzing $21,000. 

ast week, ‘Girl with Ideas’ (U) man- 
ages to buck pre-Xmas to extent of 
$16,600. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500: 35-55-65- 
75)—‘Love and Hisses’ (20th). Away 
to smart start, looking for at least 
$11,000. Last week, ‘Thoroughbreds’ 
(MG) a carmine session at under 
$4,000 for last seven days. 

State-Lake (Jones) (2,700; 25-35- 
(RKO) and 
vaude. Joe E. Brown flicker meat 
and drink for this audience, back 
into big stride with $15,000 in offing. 
Last wee’ ‘West of Shanghai’ (WB) 
had to be satisfied with $10,300, fair 
for week. 

United Artists (B&K-UA) (1,700: 
35-55-65-75 )—‘Rosalie’ (MG). Opened 
Christmas day and should take down 
$20,000 or better in the opening gal- 
lop, highly satisfactory. Last week. 
‘Firefly’ (MG) drove to okay $12,500 
for seven days. 


‘Lady,’ Vaude 96, Indpls.; 
‘Fargo’ Clicking $8,500 


Indianapolis, Dec. 28. 
‘Wells Fargo’ is on its way to turn- 
ing in one of the best grosses the 
recently re-opened Indiana has had. 
House usually duals, but is going it 
alone with this one and is setting the 
pace for the town. Lyric, vaudfilmer, 
is clicking neatly with ‘First Lady’ 

and Ethel Waters’ revue on stage. 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (Katz-Dolle) (1,100; 25-40) 
-— Hitting a New High’ (RKO) and 
King Solomon’s Mines’ (GB). Fre- 
quent changes of policy between first 





and second-run plan hurts. So-so 
first run on this, $2,500. Last week. 
‘Manhattan Melodrama’ (MG) (re- 
Vival) and ‘Madame X’ (MG), fair 
$3,200. 

Circle (Katz-Dolle) (2.800: 25-40) 
— ‘True Confession’ (Par) and 


‘Daughter of Shanghai’ (Par) (both 
2d-run). Indicated $5,200, okay. Last 
week, ‘Victoria The Great’ (RKO) 
Single, weak $3,000. 

Indiana (Katz-Dolle) (3,100; 25-40) 
—‘Wells Fargo’ (Par). Hitting $8,500, 
kn ckout. Last week, ‘True Confes- 
sion (Par) and ‘Daughter Shanghai’ 
(Par), mild $4,806. 





Keith’s (Kane) (1,300; 15-20-25) — 





‘Bride For Henry’ (Mono) and vaude. 
Bad $2,000. Last week, second run of 
‘Ecstasy’ and ‘Atlantic Flight’ (Mono), 


EVERYTHING, 
3 STOOGES, 
236, HUB 


Boston, Dec. 28. 
Beantown showing little on Xmas 
week, best being ‘She’s Got Every- 
thing,’ with vaude, at the Keith, 
Boston. ‘True Confession,’ at the 
Met, is away behind. 


Starting Jan. 6, the Keith Memorial 
will go into first-choice pix and 
vaude policy, changing the Keith pic- 
ture here considerably. Keith Boston 
will drop vaude to take up continued 
runs of best films from the Memorial, 
plus a first-run pic. House band and 


stage crew will shift from the 
Boston to the Memorial. Scale at 
both houses will be 25-40-55c. to 


permit continuous runs of hit pix. 
When biz warrants it, the Boston will 
run holdovers from the Memorial 
more than one week, retaining the 
co-features booked in to accompany 
them for the continued dates. 

New setup will necessitate run- 
ning less product, with more selec- 
tivity, giving stronger screen comple- 
ments for vaude and the Boston bet- 
ter combinations of duals. 

Estimates for This Week 

Boston (RKO) (3,200; 25-35-55)— 
‘She’s Got Everything’ (RKO) and 
vaude, with the Three Stooges. 
Hitting good $23,000. Last week 
‘Frouble at Midnight’ (U) and vaude, 
soft $13,400. 

Fenway (M&P) (1,400; 25-35-55)— 
‘45 Fathers’ (20th) (list run) and 
‘Sub D-1l’ (FN) (2nd run), dual. 
Nice $5,500 gait. Last week ‘Daugh- 
ter of Shanghai’ (Par) and ‘Love on 
the Air’ (WB) double, off, $3,500. 

Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,900; 25- 
40-55)—‘Hitting New High’ (RKO) 
and ‘Boy of Streets’ (Mono) dual. 
Not sv high $14,000 estimated. Last 
week ‘Stage Door’ (RKO) (4th week) 
and ‘Love from a Stranger’ (UA) 
(2nd week) dual, limpy $9,000. 

Metropolitan (M&P) (4,300; 25-40- 
65)—True Confession’ (Par) and 
stageshow, disappointing $15,500 indi- 
cated. Last week ‘Manhattan Merry- 
Go-Round’ (Rep) and Bowes unit on 
stage, dismal $12.500. 


Orpheum (Loew) (2,900: 25-35-40- 
55 )—'Firefly’ (MG) first pop price 
date, but suffering drain of six 


weeks’ roadshow; satisfactory $15,000, 
nevertheless) Last week ‘52nd St.’ 
(UA) and ‘Thoroughbreds Don’t Cry’ 
(MG) dual, okay $13,800. 

Paramount (M&P) (1,800; 25-35- 
55)—‘45 Fathers’ (20th) and ‘Sub D-V 
(FN) (2nd run) dual. Nice $9,500 
on the way. Last week ‘Love on the 
Air’ (WB) and ‘Daughter of Shang- 
hai’ (Par) dual, $6,000, oke. 

Scollay (M&P) (2.700; 25-35-40-50) 
—Second Honeymoon’ (20th) and 
‘Daughter of Shanghai’. (Part. Choth 
2nd run) double. Okay at $7,000 or 
better. Last week ‘Ebb Tide’ (Par) 
(3rd run) and ‘Gangway’ (GB) (0st 
run) dual, satisfactory $6,000. 

State (Loe vy) (3,300; 25-30-35-40- 
55)—'‘Firefly’ (MG). Hovering around 
$12.000, fair. Last week ‘52nd St.’ 
(UA) and ‘Thoroughbreds Don’t Cry’ 
(“IG) double, satisfactory $11,400. 





4TH N. Y. NEWSREELER 
Fourth newsreel theatre in_ its 
Greater New York chain will be 
added next spring by Newsreel The- 
atres. Inc., operators of Embassy -em 


Broadway. Site at 72d and Broad- 
way is on corner formerly occupied 
by St. Andrews hotel. Firm has 


Bronx Concourse house and a news- 
reel theatre in Newark besides the 
Embassy. 

Actual work of tearing down hotel 
will begin this week. New theatre 
will seat 550 and will be located in a 


modern, two-story structure, accord- | +p; ..qy" (MG) (2nd i 


ing to William French Githens, 
' 


* head of the corporation. 


oper- 
atin 





LINCOLN PERKS 


But Still No Panic — ‘Firefly’ Best 
with $3,400 





Lincoln, Dec. 28. 
Slightly better tone felt this week, 
but no lulu by any means, ‘Firefly’ 


doing the best at the Stuart, and 
‘Heidi’ getting the family trade at 


the Lincoln, though far from a com- 
pelling draw. Temple picture was 
tied in with a couple of front page 
yarns, On newspaper tieups. 
Estimates for This Week 


brutal $1,000. Kiva (Westland) (440; 10-15-20-25) 
Loew’s (2,400; 25-40) — ‘Man-|—‘She Married Artist’ (Col) Not 
Proof’ (MG) and ‘Beg, Borrow, Or] hefty, but fair $1,000. Last week, ‘It’s 
Steal’ (MG). Okay $6,500. Last week,} All Yours’ (Col) $600 
‘Stand In’ (UA) and “Thoroughbreds Liberty (Cooper) (1,200; 10-15) - 
Don’t Cry’ (MG), so-so $4,750. ‘Red Rope’ (Rep) and ‘Showboat’ 
Lyric (Olson) (2,000; 25-30-40) —j|(U) split with ‘Yodelin’ Kid’ (Rep) 
‘First Lady’ (WB) and Ethel Waters| and ‘Sheik Steps Out’ (Rep). Fair, |} 
unit on stage, latter billed over pic; | $800. Last week, ‘Lonely V y’ (U)} 
nifty $9,000. Last week, ‘Missing Wit-| and ‘50 Roads’ (20th) split 1 “Ad- 
|} nesses’ (WB) and N.T.G. revue on] ventures End’ (U) and ‘Small Town| 
tage, noble $9,250, in spite of pre-| Girl’ (MG), ditto, $800 
Xma lump. / Lincoln (Cooper) (1,600; 10-20-25) 
Sen |—‘Heidi’ (20th). Doi ¥ pretty well, 
sighted. Last Make aj} 


2,600 ‘ ek, 
Vish’ (RKO) plus Beau Hunks’ 
MG), slim, $1,700. 


—~<Ath 


quest’ (MG) repeated lo 
Napoleon’s retreat from Moscow, les: 
than $2,000 on the finish, bad. 
Varsity (Westland) (1,100; 10-15)— 
‘Mr. Boggs’ (GN). and ‘Trigger Trio’ 
(Rep). Fair $900. Last week, ‘Stran- 
gers on Honeymoon’ “GB) and 
‘Riders of Rockies’ (GN) split with 
‘Gangway’ (GB) and ‘Headin’ East’ 
(Col), good, $1,000. 


Confession’ 106, 
‘Wells Fargo’ 136, 
As Buffalo Ups 


Buffalo, Dec. 28. 

‘Confession’ and ‘Wells Fargo’ are 
out in front, latter being a smash. 
Lafayette looks good with apparent 
routine program, and 
fair elsewhere. 

Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo (Shea) (3,600; 35-40-60)— 
‘True Confession’ (Par). Slow start 
makes this one look like only fair 
$10,000. Last week, ‘It’s Love I’m 
After’ (WB), dropped plenty, prob- 
ably worst gross of year, $7,200. 

Century (Shea) (3,400; 25-35)—‘45 
Fathers’ (20th) and ‘Danger Patrol’ 
(RKO). Looks to do satisfactory 
$7,500. Last week, ‘Flight from Glory’ 
(RKO) (2d run) and ‘Fight for Lady’ 
(RKO), off somewhat but okay at 
$6,300. 

<ireat Lakes (Shea) (3,400; 35-50) 
—Wells Fargo’ (Par). Looks smash 
$13,000 or better. Last week, ‘Beg. 
Borrow or Steal’ (MG) and ‘Great 
Garrick’ (WB) another drop here to 
bad $4,600. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,400; 30-50)—‘Thor- 
oughbreds’ (MG). Looks to around 
$6,000, satisfactory. Last week, ‘Vic- 
toria’ (RKO) and ‘Hot Water’ (20th) 
very blah to bottom $3,500 

Lafayette (Ind) (3.400; 
‘Married an Artist’ (Col) and ‘Hoosier 
Schoolboy’ (Mono). 
$9,000. Last week, ‘Paid to Dance’ 
(Col) and ‘Talk of the Devil’ (GB) 


about 


grosses 


25-35) 


five days for this down to bad $3,000. | 





Washington, Dec. 28 


Customers and coin are plentiful 


Proof’ at Capitol, burg’s newest and 





biggest showplace, is leading, with 
‘Submarine D-l’ and pop stage bill} 
next at Earle. 
Estimates for This Week 
Capitol (Loew?) (3,424; 25-25-66) — 
‘Man Proof’ (MG) and  G6et- 
ting nice $24,000. Last week, ‘52nd 
Street’ (UA a fl wNypo $13.000. 
Columbia (Loew) (1,583: 25-40) — 
un) Should get 
good $5,000. Last week, ‘Double Wed- 
ling’ (MG) (2d run) surprised with 


—_— 


Orpheum (Cooper) (1,350; 10-15 
20-25-40) ‘Girl With Ideas’ (U)} 
and stage show, split with ‘Merry- 
Go-Round’ (U). N.s.g., $1,700. Last 
week, ‘Westland Case’ ‘U) and stage 
show, split with ‘Bengal Lancers’ 
(Par) and ‘There Goe Groom’ 
(RKO), okay $2,000 

Stuart (Cooper) (1,900; 10-25-40) 
‘Firefly’ (MG). Best around, aiming 
for $3,400, good. Last week, ‘Con- 


equal to| 
4 ! 


-| milked 


May go to fine} 


Wash. All Smiles: Vande Leading, | 
‘Man Proof’ $24,000, ‘Sub’ $21,000 


= 


Santa Claus finally 
town and business is 
again, although, with Christmas fall- 


pulled 
back to life 





ing on a Saturday, it’s not so much 
|of a break as last year, when Fri- 
|day’s Xmas p%ovided a_ three-day 
' weekend at holiday price The 
| weather was the kind that kept peo- | 
ple out of doors both Saturday and 
| Sunday, this factor hurting to some | 
|extent, also Saturday’s business was | 
| very slow up to late in the afternoon 
ntil when, also, the streets down 
town were deserted, and the day did 


not compare favorably with the same 
Saturday last December. Sunday, 
however, was better by about 10’ 
but the two-day average did not go 
very far toward making 
weak Friday. 


up for a 


Strongest on the street this week is 
T'll Take 


holdoy er 


Romance,’ which on it: 
will hit around 
but doesn’t remain third lap, in view 
| Of prior plans to bring ‘Tovarich’ in 
tomorrow (Thurs.) for New Year 
| ‘True Confession,’ on a second week 
at the Paramount of $42,500, could 
also stay over, but house had pre- 
viously set ‘Wells Fargo’ and Fred 
Waring for opening today (Wed.), 
and that can’t be changed. 

Under ordinary circumstances the 


Roxy and Capitol would also hold 
current pictures, but in all cases, 
where possible, theatres are trying 


to bring in fresh film fodder for the 
fans New Year’s. Prices will be in- 
creased for New Year’s eve, with 
tilts ranging up to $1.50 top for the 
stage show houses. ‘Rosalie’ is the 
entry for the Cap tomorrow (Thurs.), 
while ‘Love and Hisses’ is the starter 


at the Roxy Friday (31). Strand 
brings in ‘Submarine D-I foday 
(Wed.). 


This week the Roxy is getting a 
stout play with ‘You’re a Sweet- 
heart,’ indications pointing to a pos- 
sible $46,000. The Cap isn’t com- 
parably as good with ‘Navy Blue and 
Gold,’ but at around $26,000 would 
otherwise be holding a second semes- 
ter. 

Two disappointers are ‘First Lady’ 
at the Strand and ‘Daughter of 
Shanghai’ at the Criterion, while the 
Lily Pons musical, ‘Hitting a New 
High,’ at the Riv, is under expecta- 
tions. Pons film will not get more 
than about $25,000: good, but consid- 
erably below the Xmas average for 
the Riv. ‘First Lady.’ which may 
serve as an indicator of the waning 
b.o. draught of Kay Francis, is under 
$15,000 on its week, ending last night. 
and is replaced today (Wed.) with 
‘Submarine D-1.’ While a little better 
than average for the house, ‘Shang- 
hai’ isn’t as strong as hoped for at 
the Criterion at $8,000 tops. The 
Globe is a little better than recently. 
but for Xmas week ‘Federal Bullets’ 
isn’t any godsend at $6,500. ‘Sh! the 
Octovus’ is another that does well for 
the Rialto. where receipts may total 
to a fine $8,500. 

State. second run, with a stout box 
office show in ‘The Awful Truth’ and 
Rudy Vallee is vying for top honors 
on a chance to better a smash $40.000. 
Its former vaude opposition, the Pal- 
1 ace, now playing dual bills of second 
and first runs, isn’t doing so forte 
with ‘Zola’ (2d run) and ‘There Goes 
ithe Groom’ (1st run). House last 
week got $9,100, the week before 
| Xmas. but on the holiday week with 
|‘Zola,’ which has probably been 
| pretty dry in downtown 
iN. Y., it looks only $9,000 at best. 
| 





Picture is also playing RKO nabes 
and doing comparatively better in 
those than at the Pal. 

‘In Old Chicago,’ on a $2 run, opens 





| nice $6,000 for eight days. 


il} Earle (WB) (2,244: 25-35-40-66-77) 


this week and the recession tem-| —‘Submarine D-1' (WB) and vaude. 
porarily over. Two va spots,; Mary Brian and the Johnny John- 
which dropped prices on opening day | ston orch helping toward nice $21,000. 
(24) back to level before recent! Last week, ‘Barrier’ (Par) and vaude 
jump, are out in front, getting the] took brutal $9,000. 

out-of-town tourists as usual. Man |] Keith’s (RKO) (1,830; 35-55) — 


‘Hitting a New High’ 

in holiday 

Last week 
T 


(RKO). Opened 
mood toward big $12,000. 

*¢, ‘Manhattan Merry-Go- 
| Round’ (Rep), pathetic $4,000, 

Met (WB) (1,853; 25-40) — ‘Hold 
l’Em Navy’ (Par). May nab oke 
| $4,500. Last week, ‘Missing Witness’ 
(WB), suffered with everybody else, 
} $3,500, 

Palace (Loew) (2,363: 35-55) — 
‘Rosalie’ (MG). Shooting at good 
318.000. Last week, ‘Nothing Sacred’ 


(UA) (2nd week), light $6,500, 


i} comes in 
| week, 


$106,000, | 


| 
| 





| 


B ways Santa; Grace Moore Sock 
$106,000 2d Week, Pons 256, Fair, 
‘Sweetheart 466, Vallee- Truth’ 426 


into! Jan. 6 at the Astor, which closes out 


‘Hurricane’ after an eight week’s run 


Sunday night (2). The Goldwyn 
spectacle has been a pretty good 
money-maker on its roadshow run, 
in spite of the fact it went through 


the pre-Xmas period on its engage- 
ment 
Estimates for This Week 

Astor (1,012; 55-$1.10-$1.65-$2.20)—~ 
Hurricane’ (Goldwyn-UA) (8th-final 
week ) La t week (Tt! ,Pover Chri; t- 
mas, $11,000, good. Cl Sunday 
night (2), ‘In Old Ch (20th) to 
ypen Jan. 6. 

Capitol (4,520; 25-35-55-85-$1.25) 

‘Navy Plue and Gold’ (MG). Not 
bad, this one, maybe but not 
holding as they ordinarily do at this 
figure ‘Rosalie’ (MG musical, 


tomorrow (Thurs.) Last 
second for ‘Last Gangster’ 
(MG), a heavy dip to around $15,000. 

Criterion (1,662; 25-40-55 )——‘Dauche- 


ter of Shanghai’ (Par). A little over 
average here but more expected on 
Christmas week than $8,000. Last 
week, ‘Drummond’s R " (Par), 
under $6,000, poor 

Globe (1,274; 25-40-5565 )—‘Fed- 
eral Bullets’ (GN). This one shoot- 


fair $6,500, 
Suspicion’ (Co]), 


ing its way through to a 
Last week, ‘Under 
around $3,500, bad. 


Palace (1,700: 25-35-55 )—'Zola’ 


(WB) (2d run) and ‘There Goes 
Groom’ (RKO) (1st run). dualed. 
Very disappointing at only $9,000, 


but due probably to fact ‘Zola’ has 
been milked pretty neavily on long 
$2 run at Hollywood, followed by 
four weeks’ engagement at Strand. 
Last week, $9,100 was quite amazing 
for ‘Second Honeymoon’ (20th) (2d 
run) and ‘Adventurous Blonde’ (WB) 
(Ist run). 

Paramount (3,664; 25-35-55-85-99 )— 
‘True Confession’ (Par) and Russ 
Morgan orchestra (2d-final week). 
Hit smash $51,000 last week (st) and 
on holdover ending last night (Tues.) 
firm at $42,500 but can’t third 
week due to booking commitments. 
‘Wells Fargo’ (Par) and Fred Wars 
ing take over the place today (Wed.) 
for New Year’s. 

Radio City Music Hall (5.980: 40- 
60-85-99-$1.65)—T'll Take Romance’ 
(Col) and stage show (2d-final week). 
Grace Moore musical hitting on all 
cylinders for a big $106,000 but no 
h. o. due to commitment on ‘Toe 
vafich’ (WB) for New Year’s week. 
Latter opens tomorrow (Thurs.), 
First week for ‘Romance’ was $82,690. 

Rialto (750: 25-40-55)—‘Sh! the 
Oc‘ovus’ (WB). This entry is doing 
nicely, perhaps $8,500, very good. 
Last week, $7,000 was clocked with 
‘The Shadow’ (Col), which held up 
pretty well. 

Riveti (2.092; 25-55-75-85-99 )—‘Hit- 
ting New High’ (RKO). Off a little 
indifferently for a Xmas attraction 
but at $25,000 is rather good, and 
holds. Last week, fourth for ‘Damsel 
in Distress’ (RKO), only $6,500. 

Roxy (5,836; 25-40-55-75)—‘You’re 
a Sweetheart’ (U) and stage show. 
Pounding along meritoriously for a 
likely $46,000, excellent, but doesn’t 
hold over, house wanting to bring in 
‘Love and Hisses’ (20th) Friday (31) 
for New Year's week. In ahead, 
‘Chan at Mente Carlo’ (20th) found 
Xmas shopping time too much for it, 
only a shade over $20,000, the color 
of lipstick. 

Strand (2,767; 


ctoy 
Stay 


25-55-75 —First 
Lady’ (WB). A disappointing one- 
weeker and out last night (Tues.) 
with only $15.000. Last week, fourth 
for ‘Zola’ (WB), in vicinity of $14,000. 

State (3,450; 35-55-75)—‘Awful 
Truth’ (Col) (2d run) and, on stage, 
Rudy Vallee orchestra. Combined 
ticket window potency of picture 
a 1 Vallee means very strong $40,000 
or better. Last week, before St. Nick 
was due to arrive, house went into 
doldrums at around $17,909 with 
‘Conauest’ (MG) (24 run) and Noble 
Sissle orchestra, plus Shaw and Lee, 
on boards. 


N.Y. Ops’ 10% Titt OK'd 


Agreement has been reached on a 


10% increase for operators in de 
luxe houses between the latter group 
and local 306, Moving Picture Mae 


chine Operators of N. Y. 

The boost, same as_ previously 
tendered by subsequent run 
tres, is retroactive to Sept. 1. 


LONDON CRICK IN U. §. 
teg Whitley, 


thea- 





veteran film editor 


of London Daily Mirror, arrived in 
New York from England last week, 
He remained in east only until 
Thursday (23) when he left for the 
Coast. 

Whitley will visit the Hollywood 


tudi for four or five weeks for a 
American production, 
ning home via_ the 


Close pn 


Plans retur 


}Canadian route, 
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Young Once, Norvo Orch Hot $26,000 





{n Philly; Tovarich, ‘Hisses’ 226 Each 





Philadelphia, Dec. 28. 
Siron~ line-up of product this ses- 
\.ith school holiday 
perfect weather giving Philly b. o 
the needle for which they’ve been 
aching for weeks. Still not all holly 


Fon, and nigh 


znd mistletoe, with grosses under 
similar weeks of past seasons, but it 
welcome change after months of ap- 
plying the old crying towcl 

Topping the take is the Earle with 
“Only Young Once,’ but most re 


sponsible tremendous fi 


for pure 
Mile 


ired 


the vaude, Red Norvo Orch, 

Eailey and Art Jarrett Crowdin 
right behind are “Tovarich’ and ‘Love 
and Hisses,’ swell at $22.000 each 
Also ‘Hurricane,’ very lush with 
$16.000 considering it has already 
had four weeks roadshowing. and 
“Wells Fargo’ with fine $18,000 fon 
second session. 

Estimates for This Week 
Aldine (WB) (1.200; 40-55-75) 


‘Hurricane’ (UA). Opened well and 
moving along nicely to $16,600, which 
is hot inasmuch as pic has already 
had four weeks at two-a-day. Last 
week, ‘Nothing Sac ed’ (UA), slightly 
better than expected in pre-dima: 
Jow, snaring $7,800 in fourth session. | 

Boyd (WB) (2.400; 40-55-65 )—‘To- | 
varich’ (WB). Getting neat $22.000. 
Will h. o. Ezst week, ‘First Lady’ 
(WB), poor $10,500. 

Farle (WB) (3.000; 25-40-55 )—‘Only 
Younes Ince’ (MG). Red Norvo orch. | 
Mildred Bailey and Art Jarrett flesh- 
ing. Ultra hot at $26,000, which i 
usual reaction at this house when 


the kiddies are out of school. Last 
week, ‘Paid to Dance’ (Col) and| 
Veloz and Yolanda on stage. Ball- | 


room duo subbed in here at last mo- | 
ment to replace Herbie Kay orch. | 
Hardly out of red at $14.200. 

Fox (WB) (2.300: 40-55-65 )—‘Love 
and Hiss:s’ (20th). Following in 
steps of Winchell-Bernie predeces- 
ser for high-powered $22.000. Last 
woek, ‘Beg, Borrow’ (MG), poor 
$9.609. 

Karlton (WB) (1.100: 40-50)—T'l) 
Take Romance’ (Col) (2d run). Giv-} 
in® little to cheer about with $3.200. | 
Last week, ‘Dinner at the Ritz’ 
(20th). sour $3,100. 

Keith’s (WB) (2,400: 40-50)—‘Noth- 
ing Sacred’ (UA) (2d run). Building | 
here with cheaper trade and getting | 
practically as much at lower admish 


+ 


| ‘Merry-Go-Round’ 


Tovarich,’ ‘Confession, 


Each $8,000, Montrea! 


Montreal, Dec. 28. 


‘Tovarich’ and ‘True Confession,’ at 
the Palace and Capitol, respectively, 
1 run about equal at $8,000 this 

veek. A theat: are showing the} 
nefit of the end of Christmas shop- 


E:timates for This Week 


Palace (CT) (2,700; 50)—‘Tovarich’ 
(WB). Should gross $8,000, good 
Christmas week, ‘Dr. Syn’ (G-B) and 
All In’ (G-B), $5,000, fair. 


Capitol (CT) (2,700; 50) — ‘True 
Confession’ (Par) and ‘Daughter of 
Shanghai’ (Par). Should build to 
$8,000, very good. Last week repeat 
»f ‘Ebbtide.’ grossed a fair $4,500. 

Loew's (MT Co.) (3,200; 50) 
(U) and ‘Man 
Who Cried Wolf’ (U). Grossing 
$6.500, good. Last week, fourth ol 
‘Tne Awful Truth’ (Col) with *Roar- 
ing Timber’ (Col), still good at $4,000. 


Princess (CT) (2,300; 50)—Heidi’ 
(20th) and ‘Mr. Moto’ (20th). May 
gross $7,000, very good. Last week, 
‘Cloistered’ (Emp). Disappointing | 


| $3,500. 


PU.e 


Orpheum (Ind) (1,100; 50) — ‘Hur- | 


ricane’ (UA). Likely gross $7,000, 
very good. Last week, ‘Dreaming 
Lips’ (UA) and ‘Great Hospital Mys- 
tery’ (20th), fair $3,500. 

Cinema de Paris (France-Film) 
(600; 50) — ‘Les Hommes Nouveaux’ 
(2d week). Should gross about $1,500 


| after $1,850 last week, both good. 


St. Denis (France-Film) (2,300; 34) 
— ‘Cesar.’ Very popular picture and 
stars here and may gross $4,500, very 


| good. Last week, ‘Marius et Fanny’ 
good enough at $3,500, 


Denver Bounces Back; 


‘Romance, Unit $11,000, 
‘Confession’ Sock $8,700 


Denver, Dec. 28. 


Grosses up suddenly last 


picked 


Saturday after a week of snow and | 


Christmas shopping. Several houses 


as it got in fourth week at Aldine| did standout biz over the weekend. 


last stanza. Very swell at 


Stanley (WB) (3,000: 40-55-65)— 
“Wells Fargo’ (Par) (2d week). Is 
building to good $18,000 in second | 
week after opening session of $14,700. 
passable considering the season. 

Stanton (WB) (1,700: 30-40-50)— 
“Boy of the Streets’ (Mono). Out of 
th: ordinary type product for this 
ection palace, but clickine swell with 
$7.900. Last week, ‘Riding on Air’ 
(NKO) oke $4,100. 


‘Tovarich, $10,000, No 
B. 0. Panic in Baito 
Despite Critical Raves 











} 
Baltimore, Dec. 28. | 
Sirong line up of product and gen- 
erally bullish doings downtown are 
helping local de luxers to holiday | 
profit. Combo Hippodrome, 
ambitious eight-act stage show | 
coupled to ‘Hitting New High.’ and | 
Loew's Century with ‘Hurricanc’ set- | 
ling the pace with $10,000 and $14,- 
090, respectively. 


with 


Somewhat puzzling is reaction to 


*Tovarich’ at Warner’s Stanley. With 
collection of critical raves and good 
exploitation campaign under its belt. 
farnering only fairish returns. 
Estimates for This Weck 
Century ‘(Loew’s-UA) (3.000; 15-25- 


25-40-55)—Hurricone’ (UA). Rous- | 
ing start and holding un in good 
style to good profit at $10.000. Last 


weck, ‘Live, Love ana Learn’ (MG). 
just fair $6,100. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2.200: 15- 
25-35-40-55-66)—Hitting New High’ 
(RKO) combined with ambitiou 
eight-act vaude lineup getting hey 
hey returns of $15,000. Last week. 
*Married an Artist’ (Col) plus local 
revue, got profit at $11.800. 

Keith's (Schanberger) (2.500: 15- 
25-35-40-55 )—True Confession’ (Par). 
Fairish $7,000. Last week, ‘Girl with 
Ideas’ (U), poor $2,700. 

New (Mechanic) (1,400: 15-25-30- 
43-55)—‘Love and Hisses’ (20th) 
Mild and unexciting, with no more 
than $3,000 indicated. Last week 
‘Manhattan Merry-Go-Round’ (Rep), 
way off at $2,300. 

Stanley (WB) (3.450; 15-25-30-40- 
55)—Tovarich’ (WB). Good notices 
and exploitation, but only fairish 
$10,000 in sight. Last week, ‘This 
Way, Please’ (Par), off at $3,100. 


| ‘First Lady’ 


$7.200 ‘“aws curr re ‘J’ ~s 

: : >4.2UV.| Top draws currenly are ‘I'll Take 

tla Navy Blue’ (MG), nice| Romance’ and a Bowes unit at the | 
ao. : 


|Denver, “True Confession’ at the 


| Denham, ‘Sub...arine D-1l’ at the Par- | 


amount. 
Weather is mild again and great 
for theatre business. All the fans 


| ask is a film they want to see; then 


they come a-running. 
Estimates for This Week 
Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 25-40)— 
(WB). Good $3.500: 
moves to Broadway. Last week, ‘Per- 


fect Specimen’ (FN) (2d run) did 
only fair $2,500. 
Broadway (Fox) (1,500; 25-40)— 


‘It’s Love I'm After’ (WB) and ‘45 
Fathers’ (20th) (2d run). Nice $2.300. 


Last week, ‘Nothing Sacred’ (UA) 
(38d run), good $2.500. 

Denham (Cockrill) (1.392; 25-35- 
40)—True Confession’ (Par). Pull- 


Seattle So-So; Damsel ‘Angel | 66, 
‘Sub-Flyers’ 5156, ‘Confession’ 56 


; Seattle, Dec. 28. 
White Christmas in some. spots 
where last weekends’ show didn't 


melt as fast as it fell. Business was 
slow Saturday, but jumped Sunday 
(26). Three holdovers is unusual 
situation this week: ‘Awful Truth’ 
into sixth week; ‘Submarine D-1’ and 
‘True Confession,’ respectively, at 
Orpheum and Paramount. 

Other houses angling for after- 
| Christmas coin with new shows. 

Estimates for This Week 

Blue Mouse ‘(Hamrick-Evergreen) 
| (900: 27)—Octopus’ (FN) and ‘Thief 
| Meets Thief’ (UA) dual. Heading for 
| fair $2.600. Last week (32-37-42)) 
| ‘Ebb Tide’ (Par) and ‘Big Town Girl’ 
| (20th) dual, $2,800, okay. 

Coliseum (Hamrick-Evergreen) (1.- 
900; 21-32)—‘Life Begins at College’ 
(20th) and ‘Wife, Doctor and Nurse’ 
(20th) dual. Ambling toward $2.800. 
Last week ‘Prisoner of Zenda’ (UA) 
and ‘Dear Miss Aldrich’ (MGM) dual, 

| mild $2.700. 
| Colonial 
‘Federal 





(Sterling) 
Bullets’ 


| (850: 10-21 )— 
| ( (Mono) and ‘Mys- 
| errant Hooded Horseman’ (GN) 
dual, split with ‘Escape by Nicht’ 
‘Ren) and ‘Swing It, Sailor’ (GN) 
dual. Grabbing a fair $2,200. Last 
week Cover Chinatown’ (Ind) and 
‘Hollywood Roundup’ (Col) dual. 
slow $1.800. 

Fifth Avenue (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(2,400; 32-37-42)—Damsel in Dis- 
tress’ (RKO) and ‘Aneel’ (Par) dual. 
Indicaied average $6,500. Last week 





ing fine $8,700 and holding four extra 
days. Last ' week, ‘Daughter of 
Shanghai’ (Par) new low for recent 
months, $2,300. 

Denver (Fox) (2.595: 25-35-50)— 
‘ll Take 1.omance’ (Col) and Major 
Bowes’ unit. Strong $11,000. Last 
week, ‘It's Love I'm After’ (WB) and 
‘45 Fathers’ (20th) rather good $7,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-35-40) 
—‘Hitting a New High’ (RKO) and 
‘Thoroughbreds Don't Cry’ (MG). 
Soft $7,500 on three-days’ holdover. 





|Last week, ‘Navy, Blue and Gold’ 
| (MG) and ‘Fit for a King’ (RKO), 
|in spite of snow. and shopping, 
| $10.000. 

|" Paramount (Fox) (2.096; 25-40)— 


| ‘Submarine D-1’ (FN) and ‘Big Town 
}Girl’ ¢20th). Heavy $6,000. Last 
| week, ‘They Won't Forget’ (FN) and 
‘Ganewavy’ (GB), fair $2,500 
Rialto (Fox) (878; 25-40) 
Sacred’ (UA) ‘(subseauent run) and 
Expensive Husbands’ (WB). Good 
$1,500 Last week. ‘Second Honey- 
moon’ (20th) and *‘Adventure’s End’ 
(U) good $1,500. 


CINCY FEEBLE: 
ROSALIE’ 146 


Cincinnati, Dec. 28. 

Cinema trade in general is disap- 
pointing for Christmas week. ‘Rosalie’ 
is racking up. top money. currently 
with $14,000 for the Albee. ‘Wells 
Fargo’ is rolling along to $12,500 for 
an eight-day trick at the Palace. 
Shubert is having a b.o. feast with 
‘Tovarich.’ 

Below par are ‘Danger, Love at 
Work’ at the Capitol, and ‘Springtime 
in the Rockies’ at the Lyric. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3.300: 35-42 )—‘Ro- 

| salie’ (MG). Good $14,000. Last week 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| ‘First Lady’ (WB) $9,000, fair. 
Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 35-42) — 
| ‘Danger. Love at Work’ (20th). Sad 
| $3.000. Ditto last week on ‘Last 
|Gangster’ (MG) (2d weck). 

| Family (RKO) (1.000; 15-25) — 
}‘Fury and Woman’ (Ind), ‘Missing 


Witnesses’ (WB), ‘Wallaby Jim’ (GN) 
separate. Okay. $2,400. Last week, 
‘Game That Kills’ (Col), ‘Happened 
in Hollywood’ (Col), ‘Behind the 
Mike’ (U). singly; $2.100, fair. 
Grand (RKO) (1,200; 25-40) — ‘T'l] 
Take Romance’ (Col) (2d run). Poor 


| $2,000. Last week, ‘Navy Blue and 
| Gold’ (MG) (2d week) $3,000, all 
| right. 
| Keith's (Libson) (1,500; 25-40) — 
‘You're Only Young Once’ (MG). 
Fair $4,500. Last week, ‘West of 
| Shanghal’ (WB), $5.000, strong. 
Lyric (RKO) (1,400: 35-42) — 


1 
} 


‘Springtime in the Rockies’ (Rep). 
Sorry $3.200. Last week, ‘High Fly- 
ers’ (RKO), $4.000, all right. 

| Palace (RKO) (2,600; 35-42) — 
|‘Wells Fargo’ (Par), eight days. No 
| complaints. $12,500. Last week, ‘45 
Fathers’ (20th) six days, $5,800, light. 


Shubert (RKO) (2,150: 35-42) — 
‘Tovarich’ (WB). Excellent $10,000. 
Last week. ‘Victoria The Great’ 


(RKO), $3,500,, mild. 


KEENE GALLOPS OFF 
Hollywood, Dec. 28. 
Next Tom Keene galloper at Mono- 
gram rolls Jan. 3. Story, ‘The 
Painted Trail,” was originaled by 
Robert Emmet. 
Keene also had a hand in scripting. 








and ‘There Goes the Groom’ (RKO) 


‘2d Honeymoon’ (20th) and ‘First 
| Lady’ «WB) dual (2d week), $5,000, 
| fair. 

| Liberty (Jensen-Von Herberg) (1,- 
|} 921: 42)—‘Awful Truth’ (Col) (6th 
week). Indicated okay $4.500. Last 
week same pix drew satisfactory 
$4.500. 

| Musie Box (‘(Hamrick-Evergreen) 
| (900; 32-37-42)—‘52d Street? (UA) 
| dual. Expect mild $2.400. Last week 
i*Last Gangster’ (MGM) and ‘Gir] 


With Ideas’ (U) dual (2d week), five 
| davs. bad $1.700. 

Orpheum ‘Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(2.700; 32-37-42) — ‘Submarine D-1’ 
(FN) and ‘High Flvers’ (RKO) dual 
‘2d week). Indicated slow $5.500. 
uast week, same films, big $8,400. 

Palomar (Sterling) (1.350: 16-27- 
37)—'Fight for Lady’ (RKO) and 
‘March of Time’ with vaude. Antici- 
nated fair $3,000. Last week ‘Bulldos 
Drummond’ (Per) and ‘Mr. Boges 
Stens Out’ (GN) dual, with vaude, 
slow $2.700. 

Paramount 
(3.106; 


(Hamrick - Evergreen) 
32-37-42)—'True Confession’ 
‘Par) and ‘Thorouehbreds Don’t 
Cry’ (MGM) dual (2d week). Ex- 
nected fair $5.000. Last week, $7,700 
for same films, good. 

Reosevelt (Sterling) (1.850: 21-22) — 
‘Back in Cireulation’ (FN) and ‘Stave 
Door’ (RKO) dual. Indicated mild 
$2.600. Least week, ‘Zola’ (WR) and 
‘Life of the Party’ (RKO), dual, mod- 
erate $2,400. 





Nothing | 





| film and are based on 











Inside Stuff—Pictures 





Four-column spread in a recent edition of L. A. Times of a picture 


Was captioned, ‘Hollywood Donates Ambulance to Spain.’ 
in big type was the billing, ‘History in the Making.’ 


Above the cut 
Cut showed names of 


stars on the side of ambulance and George O. Pershing, General Pershing's 
nephew, about to enter the ambulance, and was credited to Wide World 
Photo—meaning it had reached the L. A. Times through the backdoor of 


the New York Times. 


On door of ambulance readers could discern “The Motion Picture Artists 
Committee sends this ambulance to help the defenders of Spanish Democ- 


racy,’ and among names 


inscribed on the side of the ambulance were: 


Paul Muni, Luise Rainer, Nancy Carroll, Lionel Stander, Johnny Green, 


Betty Furness, Dorothy Tree, Stella 
Lewis Browne, Ernest Hemingway, 


stone, Samson Raphaelson, Cedric Belfrange and Konrad Bercovici. 
producers recently frowned on filmers’ 


of the loyalist side in Spain, 


Experimental Films Project, 
Foundation, through the Commission 
26 shorts this fall for educational 
feature and 


released. All 


which is 


purposes. 
other 
members of the Motion Picture 


Ardler, Fredric March, Frank Scully, 
Donald Ogden Stewart, Lewis Mile- 
Film 
subscribing aid to medical bureau 


subsidized by the Rockefeller 
on Human Relations, has made about 
These are made on 16 
pix which have been generally 
Producers and Distributors 


WN). 


of America, except Columbia, are cooperating with the project, which pays 
only the laboratory cost of arranging the shorts. 


Films are shown in 16 progressive 


reactions and attitudes of students to situations. 


films can have in class discussions. 
Among the pix which have been 


schools throughout the country to get 
Idea is to see what value 
from 


made into shorts are ‘Pasteur,’ 


which four shorts were made, ‘Devil Is a Sissy,’ ‘Ceiling Zero’ and ‘Black 


Legion.’ 
Joe Losey, 


Lewis Stone makes an epilog spe 


Once,’ sequel to previous film titled ° 


Hardy, dad of brood of actors who 


ech in 


legit director, is in charge of production. 


Metro's ‘You're Only Young 
A Family Affair.’ Stone plays Judge 
are principals of film, and announces 


that the series of stories about Judge Hardy's children will be continued. 


‘You're Only Young Once’ augurs for 


interesting series along Jones Family 


lines, but dealing with somewhat more serious family problems. 
Lionel Barrymore was Judge Hardy in first pic, ‘A Family Affair,’ but 
Stone is now set to play paternal character as long as series is continued, 


Fay Holden Mrs. 
kids, and Sara Haden as the judge's 


as 


in all succeeding adventures of Judge Hardy's 


Hardy, Mickey 


Rooney and Cecilia Parker as the 
sister-in-law, are others set for parts 
offspring. 


In setting Marlene Dietrich free, formally announcing she could make 
pictures elsewhere if wanting, Paramount is reported paying her off in 


cash for the singleton she still had 


to do under contract at Par. The 


salary runs to $200,000, figure she was paid under her final contract with 


the company. 
Understood that Adolph 
poorly ‘Angel’ was doing, 


Zukor 


several weeks ago, 
recommended that Par pay Miss Dietrich off 


after seeing how 


rather than make the picture scheduled for her, ‘French Without Tears,’ 
but feared at that time that stockholders might squawk. 


Time mag in its Dec. 20 issue related how churchmen, including William 


Henry Cardinal O'Connell, Catholic 


miere of ‘Monastery’ at Fine Arts theatre in Boston this month, 


under heading of religious news. 
Magazine cited instance because of 
at special $10 benefit opening. 
been filmed abroad, with Rev. 
Boston, doing narration. 


Exhibitors who use 


automatic tic 


archbishop of Boston, attended pre- 
Carried 


attention given film by Boston clergy 


Picture reveals life among monks, having 
Michael J. Ahern of Weston College, near 


ket dispensers of the self-recording 


type are exempted from keeping admission stubs for three-month period 


under certain conditions. 


This is permitted by a new Internal Revenue 


Bureau, ruling interpreting regulations for collection of admission taxes, 


Waiver applies only when there ar 


e no reserved seats, no sales to broke 


ers or at premium prices, and when hourly records are made of the trans- 


actions recorded by the machine. 


Paramount news added commentator for its issues sent to South America 


effective last week. 
sound effects. 


Previously had employed only subtitles, music and 
Change made it necessary 10 use one commentator speaking 


Portuguese for Brazil release and another speaking Spanish for remainder 


of country. 


-_ 





Holiday Ups All Spots; ‘Ebb Tide’ 
Dual on H.O. Big $21,000 
Brooklyn, Dec. 28. 
Flock of first-rate flickers on all 
downtown screens, with plenty of biz 
from mothers and kids vacationing 
from school. Tops this week is Fa- 
bian Paramount with ‘Ebb Tide’ and 





‘Blossoms on Broadway,’ which is in| 


its second week. Next in line, Loew's 
Met, with ‘Nothing Sacred’ and 
‘Prescription for Romance.’ 
Estimates for This Week 
Albee (2,500; 25-35-55 )—’Damsel in 
Distress’ (RKO) and ‘Chan at Monte 
Carlo’ (20th). Getting fair play with 
$16,000 in view. Last week, ‘Merry- 
Go-Round’ (U) and ‘45 Fathers’ 
(20th), got $15,500. 


B’KLYN B. 0. OKAY ‘Portland, Ore., Spurts; 


le 


| ‘Hurricane’ Huge 126, 

‘Rosalie’ Strong $8,000 
| 
| 


Portland, Ore., Dec. 28. 

Holiday season boosted this week's 
with ‘Hurricane’ at the 
| Broadway and ‘Rosalie’ at Parker's 
|UA geiting a big play on advance 
| bally. 

| Pre-Christmas openings of major 
| pix failed to ring a heavy bell. ‘True 
Confession’ doing well this week at 
the Paramount following a first dul] 
week of pre-season showing. ‘Damsel 
| in Distress’ is okay at the Orpheum. 


| Srosses, 
| 
' 





Estimates for This Week 
Fox (4,000; 25-35-55 )— ‘Thrill of | Broadway (Parker) (2,000; 30-55) 
Lifetime’ (Par) and ‘Barrier’ (Par).|— Hurricane’ (UA) and ‘Missing 
Dualers expect good $16,000. Last | Witnesses’ (WB). Big exploitation, 
week, ‘Awful Truth’ (Col) and ‘Dr.| soing $12,000, terrific. Last week 
Syn’ (GB) (3d wk), snlendid $15,000. |-Beg, Borrow or Steal’ (MG) and 
Met (2.400; 25-35-55 )—‘Nothing Sa- | ‘Magnificent Obsession’ (MG) re- 


cred’ (UA) and ‘Prescription for Ro- 
mance’ (U), Expect nifty $18,000. 
Last week. ‘Stand In’ (UA) and 
‘Trouble Midnight’ (U). good $16.000. 

Paramount (4.000; 25-35-55)—Ebb 
Tide’ (Par) and ‘Blossoms on Broad- 
way’ (Par) (2d week). Due for strong 
$21,000. Opened Monday (20), getting 
$17,000 first week, and wili run to 
New Year's Eve. 

Strand (2.000: 25-35-55)—‘Paid to 
Dance’ (Ind) and ‘Girl With Ideas’ 
(Ind), plus vaude for several shows. 
Giving house strong $10.000. Las‘ 
week ‘Love on Toast’ (Par) and 
‘Texas Trail’ (Par), fair $5,000. 





Will Merchandize Groceries 
Hazleton, Dec. 21. 
Harry Travis, manager of Refowich 

pix house, will leave the show biz 

Jan. 1 to open a grocery store in 

Pottsville. “esignation was announced 

by Ike Refowich, owner of the house. 

No successor named. 


vivel of latter pic, weak, only $3,800. 

Mayfair (Parker-Evergreen) (1.- 
500: 30-55)—Awful Truth’ (Col) and 
‘45 Fathers’ (20th) (5th week). Nice 
$2,200. Fourth week good $2,500. 
First three weeks grossed a total of 
$16,000. 

Orpheum’ (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(2.000; 30-55)—Damsel in Distress’ 
(RKO) and ‘Mr. Moto’ (20th). Well 
exploited and getting good enough 
$5,700. Last week ‘Ebb Tide’ (Par) 
and ‘First Lady’ (WB) second week 
just fair $3,500. 

Paramount (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(3.000; 30-55) — ‘True Confession’ 
‘Par) and ‘Big Town Girl’'20th) (2d 
week). Beating first week's gross 
due to holiday trade, $5,500. First 
week only fair $5,000. 

United Artists (Parker) (1.000: 30- 
55)—‘Rosalie’ (MG). Answering ad- 
vance campaign, $8,000, big: and will 
hold. Last week ‘They Won't Forget’ 
‘FN) and ‘Thorobreds Don’t Cry’ 
‘MG), hit a low average at $3,300. 
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Local 306, N. Y. Operators, 
Today; Joe Basson's 





ers of Local 306, Moving Pic- 


emb 
Seen Operators of New 


Machine 


vaste, numbering slightly over 2,000, 
go to the polls today (Wed.) to elect 


officers for ensuing two years, with 
battle expected to be waged by’ con- 
stituents of the many various can- 
didates who are clamoring for posts 
the union. Immediately after the 
the local is expected to 
absorption of the independ- 


in 
election, 
press for 


»nt Empire State Operators’ Union 
cl as i 
which, for about three years, has re- 


sisted negotiations looking to a suc- 
cessful merger of the two for com- 
plete control of Greater New York 
by 306. 

‘Although a campaign along aggres- 
sive lines Is looked for with 


to bringing 


Cocalis circuit, it is 
be an easy matter 





| tainment 
a view 

in Empire and the half-| apelove, house committee, and Oscar 
hundred or so theatres whose booths] Neufeld. 
Emp controls, notably the Springer- | Quarters in St. 
not expected to| 
to effect an agre | 


Vote 





Ray 0’Rourke Heads New 


Philly Showmen’s Club 


NLRB DECISION 


Philly | 


Philadelphia, Dec 

Ray O’Rourke, manager of 
theatre, was elected prez of 
Showmen’s Club at first 
meeting last Tuesday (21). 


Doris 


general 
Organi- 


zation has been newly-formed by 
workers in film industry. 
Other officers are Frank Hammer- 


man, Larry Mackey, v.p.’s: Moe Ver- 
bin, treasurer: William Z. Porter, 
secretary: Mel Koff, chairman enter- 
committee; Larry Mackey, 
chairman publicity committee; Nat 
membership committee. 
James hotel. 


ment between the two unions. ’ 
During the year, 306 has natty | ML OF T. S SAG STATUS 


brought into its fold various smallet 
houses in Manhattan and the Bronx, 
N. Y.. which for years have 
non-union, total running around 20, 
and at present 
Brooklyn theatres in 
tory with a view to 
recognition of 306. 

Although Joseph D. Basson, presi- 
dent of 306, is the choice to retain 
the presidency another two years, he 
may receive a rather 
his opponent, Bert Popkin, New York 
business agent for years, 
the top post. Popkin has a 
following in the union and 
prove a contender. 

This year’s election includes 
lection of two business 


Empire terri-| 
forcing their | 


strong 


the first time, union having voted 
to make it teams for both sides of 
the river due to increased size of | 


the union and its list of contracted 
theatres. Joe Kelban, 
is favored for one of the 
biz agents’ posts, but otherwise 
a scramble among candidates for 
three other agent jobs. 


the 


Arrest of Duo Unearths 


is picketing a few | 


a Basson man, | 
Brooklyn | 
it’s | 


| 


| 


been | 





| formal agreement, 


|ing wage and other requirements of | 
stiff fight from} e 


| 


| nor 


Trenton Theatre Plot 


| shop rules to all parts of its produc- 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Trenton, Dec. 28. 

A carefully-hatched plan to stage 
a robbery at the Central theatre and, 
if successful, to follow it up with 
other theatre robberies, was brought 
to light in Trenton police 
when two men confessed to the con- 
spiracy. The prisoners, Louis Russo, 
25. and Michael Pachuto, 26, ad- 
mitted the plot when they appeared 
in court to plead guilty to holding 
up a Trenton Transit Co. bus. Grill- 
ing of the men led to the additional 
disclosures. 

Also implicated in the conspiracy 
is a special Trenton officer, George 
Howard, said to have been named 
by Russo and Pachuto. Although 
pleading not guilty in police court 
Friday (24), 
to jail in default of $5,000 bail to 
await Grand Jury action, and his 
police commission was revoked. 

Police are endeavoring to link the 
three men with the holdup at the 
mid-city Stacy theatre two weeks 
a3, when the cashier, at gun-point, 
was robbed of $1,000 in theatre re- 
Ceipts as he was taking the money 
ty a bank. 


Par Wins Release Suit 


Newark Amusement Co.’s suit to 
force Paramount Pictures Corp. to 
arbitrate dispute over failure to re- 
lease the picture, 


Is.” to it during the 1938 season. 
was tossed out Thursday (23) by 
N Y. Supreme Court 


Chartes B. McLaughlin, 
Court held that arbitration clause 
was not included in the 
Paramount contract. 
KAYOES SUNDAYS 


Charlotte, N. C., Dec. 28. 
The Salisbury city council passed 


4\) ordinance prohibiting Sunday pix, 


Or theatrical programs, either 
tixed 


with a 


tary denations. The ordinance fixes 

penalties of from $35-$100 fines, and 

4 Orisonment at the discretion of 

"e court 

Pa pode ordinance was sponsored 
, oOwan County Interdenom- 


Inaty 


thea 
r result of Sunday films by 


‘pitol theatre ‘far two Sundays. 


admission price, free or volun-| 


‘on Ministerial Association and is | 
the | 


| the 


court | 


| have to 


|SAG 
who wants | e 
| quences. 


| however, it 
may | 


ae 
agents for) 
New York and two for Brooklyn for | 


TO STAY AZ IZ INDEF 


Pending decision by the Screen 
| Actors’ Guild board in Hollywood 
about ¢lassification of the March of 
Time, the studio and Guild reps in 
the east continue working on an in- 
March is observ- 


a Guild shop contract and is using 
members for all ‘dramatic’ se- 
For the newsreel portions, 
works along the old 
lines, regardless of Guild rules. 
Question of definition of which is 
‘dramatic’ and which newsreel is 
still in the air. In the meantime, 
however, each case is decided infor- 
mally by March officials,.and Mrs. 
Florence Marston, Guild’s eastern 
rep. Latter views each release and 
then huddles with studio execs to 
classify the various sequences. 
Matter of definition is the same 
one that has stymied all SAG ef- 
forts to sign March to a Guild con- 
tract. Both the Guild and _ studio 
agree that March is neither feature 
newsreel, but a combination of 
Studio has consistently claimed 
strict application of the Guild 


both. 
that 


tions would skyrocket costs and force 
the reel out of business. 

Aubrey Blair, business manager of 
Guild, came east several weeks 
ago to settle the dispute, but re- 
turned to the Coast without doing 
so. He denied being without full 
authority, but admitted he 
refer several items to 
board for consideration. No 


his 


de- 


|cision has since been announced by 


ithe board. 


Howard was committed | 


Thought likely the mat- 
ter will be permitted to go along in 
its present status indefinitely. 





Emp, Prov., Now 2d Run 


Providence, Dec. 28. 


Opposition 


would | 





Better Shorts 





| Lincoln; Dec. 28. 
When a flick columnist asks 
for it, he gets it. Such was 


the experience of Barney Old- 
field, Sunday Journal and Star 
here. Bellyached in the column 
all year long for better shorts. 

Film fan sent two pairs of 


silk ones just before Xmas. 











ON SWG DUE 
THIS WEEK 


Washington, Dec. 28. 
Decision in the Hollywood labor 


| tiff over recognition of Screen Writ- 

er: Guild is expected from the Na- 
} tional Labor Relations Board this 
week. Consummation of the case— 
| one of the most important since the 
| Wagner Act was passed—is being 
held up by the touchy legal proposi- 
tions presented to the board few 
ago by the producers and 
Screen Playwrights. 

In the normal course of events, 10 
days to two weeks is ample for 
boardites to digest the evidence and 
arguments, but the number of trick 
questions—whether  scribblers. are 
‘employees,’ whether S.W.G. repre- 
sents a majority of the craft, whether 
picture production comes under Gov- 
‘ronment jurisdiction, etc.—have 
caused the board to follow a cautious 
policy. Added delay is attributed to 
| the desire of the Guild to file a sup- 
| plemental memo discussing the juris- 
| dictional issue raised by the employ- 
ers. 


weeks 





Steffes, Mpls.; Evens, St. L., 
Head Their Variety Clubs 


Minneapolis, Dec. 28. 

Twin City Variety club elected W. 
A. Steffes chief barker. Other offi- 
cers chosen were Frank Mantzke, 
Universal branch manager, first asst. 
chief barker; Paul Mans, Twin City 
independent exhibitor, second as- 
sistant chief brker; J. L. Stern, inde- 
pendent exchange owner, dough guy; 
W. H. Workman, MG branch man- 
ager, wagon man, and Fred Ableson, 
GB branch manager; George Gran- 
strom, St. Paul independent exhib- 
itor; Bennie Berger, independent cir- 
cuit operator; Don Woods, Paramount 
sales manager; Rud Lohrenz, Warner 
Brothers, and Gilbert Nathanson, Re- 
| public, canvasmen, 


St. Louis, Dec. 28. 
(‘Chick’) Evens, manager 
new chief barker of Tent 
Louis Variety Club. Tony 
owner of the Uptown, 
chosen assistant chief barker; 
George Wiegan, St. Louis Amus, 
Co., doughguy, and Percy Barr, 
National Screen Service, property 
master. 

Council comprises Barr, Joe Gar- 


Harold 
| of Loew’s, 
No. 4, St. 
Matreci, 





Empire theatre. sporting a combo! rison, Joe Ansell, Frank Rudolph, 
policy since last fall, returned to} Ben Reingold and Bill Feldstein. 
'second-runs this week quite unex-| Ray G. Colvin. retiring chief barker, 
pectedly. Report has it that As-/| was presented with a wrist watch. 
sociated Theatres, owners of Em-/ The club's New Year’s eve party 
pire, is involved in a deal which | will be held in the new quarters 
turns over half-interest to Boston at the Roosevelt hotel. 
group. bicetenescrer tng aanaaeaeeinaa 

Besides the Empire. Associated 
Theatres operates Playhouse, legit SNAPPED UP 
house; Bijou, downtown second-run —_—— 
stand, and Palace and Park theatres,| Pasadena Rose Parade Will Be 


nabe houses. It is understood pend- 
ing deal affects operation of all As- 
sociated theatres. and that present 
head, Abe A. Spitz, dean of Rhode 
Island showmen, will go into semi- 


retirement. 


‘Artists and Mod- | 


Justice 
Newark- | 


tary, 


PHILLY PCSTERS’ DIVVY 





Philadelphia, Dec. 28. 
Associated Displays, co-op manu- 
facturing firm for National Poster 


Service Association, has declared a 
‘substantial dividend’ for the end of 
the year, George P. Aarons, secre- 
said here this week. 

Company, in combination with Re- 
public Display Corp., was created 
by poster manufacturing concerns 
throughout the country, to battle 
competish from poster and accessory 
services built up by major. pro- 
ducers. Associated uses Screen Art 
Process, while Republic provides 
lithographs, stills and other acces- 
sories. Simon Libros, prez of Na- 
tional-Kline Printing Co., Philly pos- 
ter service, is chief of the co-op 
service and manufacturing c 
panies 


mnie 


Lensed by 75 Fotogs 


Hollywood, Dec. 28. 

Newsreels have assigned 24 lens- 
ers to bulb the Pasadena Tourna- 
ment of Roses parade on New Year's 
Day, while around 75 commercial fo- 
togs and 28 representing news syndi- 
| cates will be stationed along the line 
of march. 

No restrictions have been placed 


| on the picture takers this year. 
Veal 
feet. 


newsreels were confined to 225 


Gary-Par End Suit 


Indianapolis, Dec. 28. 

Gary Theatre Co., operated by 
| U. B. Young, was granted permis- 
sion in Federal court here last week 
|to dismiss, without prejudice, a 
suit against Paramount Pictures for 
13. pictures claimed to be unde- 
livered on a held by the 
plaintiff, 

Complaint charged that Paramount 
had given to opposition pictures due 


eontract 





houses operated by Gary Theatre 
| Co., of Gary, Ind. 





| 
| 


| 








! sell 


| 


Last | 


the 
bers of the SAG, 





Act on SAG's Demand to Confine 
Talent Award Vote to Player Ranks; 
Other Hwood Crafts Have Plans 


Hollywood, Dec. 28. 

Meeting of general awards com- 
mittee of the Academy of Motion 
Picture Arts and Sciences will be 
called this week by Frank Capra in 
an effort to iron out demand of the 
Screen Actors Guild that voting for 
four outstanding* performances’ by 


actors be confined to the film players’ 
group, meaning an SAG committee. 
The Academy committee suggested 
nominations be made by mem- 
and balloting on the 
open to the entire 
industry. Guild representatives, 
Alan Mowbray, Larry Steers and 
Regis Toomey, insisted actors were 
best qualified to make their own se- 


final sections be 


lections, and after some debate pro- 
posal was referred back to SAG 
board of directors for further con- 


sideration 

Unless question is 
factorily to Guild, tops will recom- 
mend that actors refuse to take ac- 
tive part in the annual awards ban- 
quet scheduled for March. When 
the Guild agreed to supervise the 
awards in the actor division, leaders 
understood other film crafts would 
not be permitted to vote on achieve- 
ment awards for players. 

Directors, writers, art 
technicians, et al., have 


adjusted satis- 


directors, 
alreday 


agreed to make the nominations in 
their divisions, and leave the final 
selections to all the participating 


crafts. Both nominations and ballot- 
ing on final selections for the most 
outstanding picture of the year will 
be open to entire industry, with 15,- 
000 votes expected to be cast. 

Situation may be referred to inter- 
talent council of Screen Actors 
Guild, Screen Writers Guild and 
Screen Directors Guild as means of 
solving situation if SAG board of 
directors send committee back to the 
Academy with instructions to hold 
out for original demand. 


Rescind Scenic Wage Tilt 
Producers 
wage tilt 
working 


withdrawn 10% 
scenic artists in 
with Charles 

manager of 


have 
granted 
pact signed 

Elrod, former business 
United Scenic Artists Local 621. 
Charter of latter organizav.un was 
lifted by the Brotherhood of Painters, 
Decorators and Paperhangers of 
America for non-payment of per 
capita tax. Working agreement and 
pay tilt was rescinded by Pat Casey 
when it developed Elrod could not 
speak for the membership, scenic 
artists having joined three organiza- 


tions, including International Alli- 
ance of Theatrical Stage Employes 


and Motion 
644. 

Chest fund to fight proposed city 
ordinance against picketing has been 
started by Motion Picture Painters 
Local 644 with $500 contribution. 
Herbert Sorrell, business representa- 
tive, says other studio crafts will be 
asked to aid, and that board of di- 
rectors of painters will recommend 
fight be taken to the air, with an ex- 
tensive radio campaign. 


Picture Painters Local 


Members of painters board are 
Jack Holen, William Ball, William 
Ames. Lou Brandon, George Holin- 


ger, George Bogard and Gene Price 

Committee appointed by Screen 
Actors Guild is now working out rec- 
ommendations for improvement in 
working conditions for freelance 
players and day players. Committee 
is composed of Irving Pichel, Rus- 
Hicks, Edwin Stanley. Dorothy 
Peterson, Ray Myer, Lionel Stander, 
Thomas Jackson, Robert Gleckler, 
Dorothy Tree, Margaret Armstrong 


| and Frank Sheridan. 


Ask Definite Commitment 
Committee 
asked to 


will urge studios be 
give definite work commit- 


ments to day players. Actors claim 
they often accept a commitment 
from one producer for a_ certain 
date, turn down an offer from an- 
| other studio, and when they report 
| to first studio are advised shooting 
has not reached their part. Difficulty 


—— 





in breaking down script is blamed by 
producers, who are reluctant to give 
definite commitment for fear playe1 
will have to be carried on payroll ; 
week or 10 days although his ae’ 
calls for only one day’s work. 
Screen Playwrights, Inc. will ask 
meeting of producer-writer commit- 
tee this week to consider amendment 
to 12 weeks layoff period for writers 


SP has requested writers be notified 
as to definite time and length of 
layoff so scribblers can make other 








arrangements. Howard Emmett Rog- 
ers heads SP committee. 

George E, 
Interna- 
Stave 
swinging 


Appearance here of 
Browne, president of the 
tional Alliance of Theatrical 


Employes, is credited with 


sentiment of four IATSE locals 
against local autonomy. Browne ex- 


plained to members only 


retaining International 


purpose in 


supervision 


over locals was to protect wage scales 
and working conditions secured for 
crafts since unsuccessful strike in 
1933 when membership dropped to 
less than 200. IATSE now has more 
than 10,000 workers in studio: 

After appearance of Browne, two 
crafts, soundmen and cameramen, im- 
mediately voted against home rule 
by overwhelming margins. Action of 


IATSE in lifting 2% salary 

ment also had decided effect in 

switching demand for local autonomy. 
Fight Over Laborers 

Studio Utility Employes Local 724 
has started campaign to recapture 
laborers taken over by IATSE when 
Class B grip cards were issued to 
several hundred, Deal between In- 
ternational presidents of two organi- 
zations is reported to have been 
reached in east, and announcement is 
expected shortly by IATSE re- 
linquishing jurisdiction over laborers. 
Joseph Marshall, international v.p. of 
laborers, is here to aid L. C. Helm, 
business rep, in conducting member- 
ship drive. 

Screen Publicists Guild has de- 
cided to wait until after the first of 
year to push negotiations for wage 
scale and working pact. Several 
flacks at Metro resigned when they 
learned SPG committee had sub- 
mitted demands to studio without 
their knowledge. Members objected 
to policy of Mervin Houser, presi- 
dent, in submitting separate demands 
to individual studios. At later meet- 
ing, however, it was agreed demands 
would all be referred to Pat Casey 
and general agreement negotiated 
with all studios at the same time. 


SHUTTEE VICE M’GEE 
AS STANDARD’S €. M. 


Oklahoma City, Dec. 28. 

Pat McGee, g.m. of Standard Thea- 
tres Corp. here, has resigned to be 
succeeded by Walter B. Shuttce, as- 
sociated with Paramount for 10 
years, coming here from Lincoln, 
Neb. 

J. F. Garst, assistant treasurer of 


aSSCss- 





Standard, also resigned and J, M. 
Connor of New York has been ap- 
pointed to take his place. W. S. 


McDonald continues as treasurer. 

Shuttee plans no radical changes 
in the organization, which is the 
dominant theatre group in Oklahoma 
City. 


Lesser’s Peak Load 


Hollywood, Dec. 28. 
Principal Pictures hits its all-time 
releasing high in January when. it 
will send three films to the theatres. 
Features are ‘Tarzan’s Revenge,’ ‘Ha- 
waiian Buckaroo’ and ‘Hawaii Calls.’ 
Arthur Powell, former United 
Press war correspondent on the 
China front, has turned in the script 


of the Lou Gehrig-Smith Ballew 
feature to Sol Lesser at Principal. 
Scrib remained pacted to original 


and screenplay a second Smith Bal- 
lew film. 

Ams’ Good B. 0. 

Salt Lake City, Dec. 28. 

Two simonpure explorer-photoge 

raphers, Dr. R. G. Frasier and Wil- 
lam Fahrni, p.a.’'d in conjunction 
with their film, ‘Rivers of Mystery,’ 
Monday (20) at a local high school 


auditorium, drawing about 900 at 50c. 
admish. 


Pix illustrates the pair's recent 
adventures while traversing the dan- 
gerous Colorado and Salmon rivers 
in a boat. Daredevils alternated 
turns describing incidents as silent 
clips were focused on tl screen, 
Salt Lake City board of education 
hailed the film and staged a praisery 


campaign at all schools. 
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7 R I CELESS ENTE RTAINMENT. . » More to talk about than any normal showman could possibly 


get around to. . . A fine artistic accomplishment and a commanding demonstration of shrewd show- 
manship. . . Both a box-office classic and the other kind."—Motion Picture Herald 


RKO 


“All that the advertising copy writers have been saying about ‘Snow White’ is true in spades! It is a BOX- 
OFFICE NATURAL in the most expectant interpretation of that loosely bandied term and what it achieves 
in the way of audience satisfaction is spectacularly the box-office’s business. . . It will CAPTIVATE THE 
POPULATION as perhaps no other picture ever has or will.”.—Motion Picture Daily 


RKO 


“Here is a picture so masterfully produced and of such unusual entertainment value that it will make motion 
picture history. It should be a CLEANUP FOR ANY EXHIBITOR ANYWHERE.”—Film Daily 


RKO 


“AN INSPIRING MASTERPIECE of elegant beauty and entertainment . . . sure to satisfy all audiences, who will 
rave about it... new multiplane Technicolor photography surpasses anything yet seen in color... 
outstanding entertainment... should live for many years." —Showmen’s Trade Review 


RKO 


“SUPERLATIVE SCREEN ENTERTAINMENT. . . The most important picture from a production perspective since 
the advent of sound. . . It has'a universal appeal seldom if ever before attained in the realm of cellu- 
loid entertainment. Never before have such breath-takingly gorgeous hues been imprisoned in celluloid 
for any type of picture.”—Box Office 


RKO 


“Meets even the wildest expectations of Disney’s millions of admirers. It is a MASTERPIECE OF ENTERTAIN- 
MENT for people of every age. . . Marks milestone of motion picture progress. . . Walt Disney has 
carved for himself a permanent niche in the motion picture hall of fame.” 


—Hollywood Reporter 
RKO 


“Sets milestone in art of picture making. .. Completely a thing of beauty and charm. . . Vastly appealing enter- 
tainment for every normal human being. . . It WILL DO SMASHING BUSINESS and regale all manner of 
audiences in extended runs.’—Hollywood Variety 


RKO 


“A MOTION PICTURE MIRACLE has come into being. It is a film fairy tale that will enrapture audiences around 
the world. . . Ht is a great screen contribution not only for today but for tomorrow.” 


—Edwin Schallert, Los Angeles Times 
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“Walt Disney adds NEW LAURELS to his fame. Snow White and her fairy Prince and the Seven Dwarfs become 
Stars you will love and take into your heart. The sets are BREATH-TAKING in their beauty... The color 
is equally EXQUISITE ...The loveliest thing of its kind ever brought to the screen.” 

—Louella Parsons, Los Angeles Examiner 


RKO 


“Yes, there is a Santa Claus! His name is Walt Disney, and as a Yuletide gift for all those young in spirit and 


mind he has brought forth his first feature-length attraction. .. AN UNFORGETTABLE EXPERIENCE.” 
—Los Angeles Daily News 


RKO 
“Wait Disney scored a new and impressive triumph last night... A FASCINATING SCREEN EXPERIENCE. . . A picture 
that nobody should miss.” —Harrison Carroil, Los Angeles Herald-Express 
RKO 


“in all my nineteen years of reviewing | have never met screen characters that more completely captured my 
heart than did Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs. Children, young folks, men and women — put ON 
YOUR ‘MUST-SEE’ LIST the delighttul, charming fairy tale of Snow ime Fidler 


RKO 


“World premiere of Snow White most successful opening we have ever had at Carthay Circle. Practically every 
celebrity in Hollywood turned out and paid tribute to Walt Disney S production, with applause lasting 


~ long after the end of the picture. Public interest i is equally high, with ADVANCE SALES BOTH MATINEES 


AND NIGHTS TOPPING THAT OF ANY PREVIOUS ROAD SHOW AT CARTHAY. CIRCLE.” 
oo ee : —Charles P. Skouras 


WALT DISNEY'S — a 


SNOW 
WHITE 


AND THE SEVEN DWARFS 


in the marvelous 


MULTIPLANE TECHNICOLOR 
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NOW PLAYING 


CARTHAY CIRCLE 


LOS ANGELES + + «© TWICE DAILY 
DISTRIBUTED BY RKO RADIO PICTURES 

















oe aS ee — 


a > Pa 











rd 


4 ‘VWARIEFTY'S’ LONDON OFFICE, 
} ® St. Martin's Place, Trafalgar Square 


INTERNATIONAL NEWS 





ble Address: VARIETY. LONDON 
a re Temple Bar 5041-5042 








British Exhibs-Distribs Peace; 





New Footba!l Pool 


London, Dec. 19. 
Latest to form a football pool syn- 


Plan Ameliorating Compromises «3627s convae 622% 





————_—_____— 
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VOLPINE IMPROVES 


Frem Accident Which Cost Henry 
Carson’s Life 


London, Dec. 21. 
After months of bickering, exhibi- 
tors and distributors have signed an 





armistice and are to make a serious 





effort to compose their differences. 
General Council of the Cinemato- 
graph Exhibitors Assn. considered an 
offer from the Kinematograph 


»nters Society (distribs) this week 3 “ . ; 
SENNETS HOCH : — : of which Henry Carson died, is ex- 
for a joint consultation on major 


t , 1 aft geht-| PE cted to recover. He has been 
ssues at variance, and, after a fight- : ae 
ere eng “ae ee . |recuperating in a hospital in Liege, 
ing speech by President Charles P. ; ; 
Metcalfe. agreed to a meeting with Belgium, since the accident. 
ica ag! < } ing it! ‘ : 
: Penge “ Henry Carson, who died on Dec. 
IQ iis ULS. 
be: Ss } 12, was personal manager for Lu- 
1as , s : Preug 
K-RS. h cienne Boyer. He was formerly a 


Paris, Dec. 19. 
Volpine, bandleader, who was se- 
riously injured in the automobile 
accident early this month as result 


held out the olive 





inch c usly. ut the for- 3 
aren yn att Bat : f the 'w.k, Paris agent who booked many 
ner stiffnecked attitude o he : ; < 
c EA soni that. i¢ there was a| American, English and German acts 
4e sh. as Nat, as 


into France. he accident occurred 
get-together, it should be on the ex-} to Franc The 


hibs’ terms or not at all. Terms were while en route from Brussels to 
. . “ aii. A . i e: ia 
that recent embargo on two supers Liege when Carson lost control of 
z C ars supers 
the car. 


j ) rogram and new classifying | 

aes ying peel ee be suspended _ Miss Boyer, who was also travel- 

Die-hard sections of the exhibs’ as-| Jing along the same road in anothet 

sociation declared for adherence to|¢ar, arrived a few minutes later at 

those terms, but Metcalfe swayed the| the scene of the accident, 

majority to realization it was in mest 
the 


interests of all to sit in with 
distribs and talk out the whole sit-| 
uation without spleen. 
As always, film hire is the higgest 
bone of contention. But exhibs are INTO ODEON 
b 


more concerned with the desire to 
keep rentals down at their present 
Jevel in face of feared threats of ris- 
ing prices. View is that distribs have 
consistently succeeded in squeezing 
theatres for higher and higher rates, 
but if they are upped much further 
business will become 
and exhibs will be forced to sell out 
their theatres to the Americans. London, Dec. 28. 
Subsidiary to the main contact,| Conferences between Murray Sil- 
though looming large as important | Verstone and Arthur Loew have re- 
fies > é _ {sulted in the latter’s sailing last 
points of trade politics are the ques- | S: Pin ; 
tions of overseating—on which C. E. aturday (26) for London. Under- 
A. has formerly sought in vain fo: | Stood negotiations for Metro to ace 
K. R. S. collaboration—a form er] bonay =“ interest in the Odeon _" 
siandard contract, and the general | ort wii po god Mag ir Rc 
issue of trading conditions. All of| i cola ‘ 11 an 
these previous moves have led UP | chou _— — 3 oe migres econ 
blind alleys, mainly because good-| + out Union Cinemas, holding which 


, Pie “tae jhe recently acquired. 
will has been lacking first on one! Ben Goetz returns Jan. 10 from 
side, then on the other. 


F ithe U. S. and will decide then 
Industry has, however, been taught! whether or not Metro will continue 
a sharp lesson on the evils of being! 


SI lt film production at Denham or move 
divided, as all sides are now forced to the Pinewood studios. 
to sit back and take the quota legis- 


Jation being forced on them by the ’ 
Biz Off Down Under 


Government. Parliament's slant is 
Sydney, Dec. 13. 


that, as the industry has shown it- 

self incapable of any unity on the 
Films Bill, it cannot grumble if it 

In a week of marked lows Hoyts 

brought in ‘The Prisoner of Zenda’ 

(UA) and looks like top money. 




















doesn’t like what it gets. 
Whether any happier outcome is 
likely from this new attempt at unity 
is at the moment an open question.| Elsewhere trade is at a pretty low 
Certainly the desire is there this level, excepting perhaps ‘Maytime’ 
time, and always hovering overhead| (M-G), 12th week. ‘Wings of the 
is the fear the Government might} Morning’ (G-B) folds after a record 
use the Films Council as a threat of| run, and ‘The Prince and the Pauper’ 
further interference. Therefore, it) (WB) will replace. ‘Thin Ice’ (20th) 
may be Considered, the two big units] also exited after a good run, with 
by agreeing on general policy may} Zenda’ following. ‘The Road Back’ 
line up On common ground against|(U) slipped and ‘You Can’t Have 
unknown possibilities. Everything’ (20th) came in for a 
C. E. A. decision came too late for|short run. ‘Angel’ (Par) also hit the 
any action before the holiday, but|skids after a fairly nice spin and 
both organizations are rarin’ to go,| ‘Double or Nothing’ (Par) will stick 
and an early date in 1938 is to be| until ‘Souls at Sea’ (Par) replaces as 
ect for the first common delibera- | Yuletide attraction. ‘Emperor's Can- 
tions. | dlesticks’ (M-G) moderate, but will 
| play until ‘Broadway Melody’ comes 
| in at Yuletide. ‘That Certain Woman’ 
RYDGE, GILLESPIE 0 0 e | (WB) didn’t mean a thing and ‘Make 
; vay Restuned (RKO) will take its place. 
| Weekly trade is just fair with 
G.U.T. § TASMANIA PLANS Fron: from Glory’ (RKO) and 





| ‘Danger, Love at Work’ (20th). 

Trade is very good for Tivoli 
vaude-revue nights, and ‘Balalaika’ 
will replace ‘Swing Along’ early next 
month for Williamson-Tait. 


Hobart, Tasmania, Dec. 12. | 


Norman Rydge, boss of Greater 
Union Theatres, and Arthur Gilles- 
pe. of the management committee, 
are visiting here for a looksee over 
the company’s holdings. In the. near 
fuiure renovations will be put in| waiting for Yuletide to bring solid 
hend to modernize theatres and| money. Current list includes ‘Souls 
ovrcr ideas will be brought into play | at Sea’ (Par), ‘Rainbow on the 
renerally to build up the chain in| River’ (RKO), ‘Wake Up and Live’ 
this territory. | (20th), ‘Singing Marine’ (WB), ‘A Day 

Understood the pic supply from| at the Races’ (M-G), ‘I Cover the 
{'.e¢ maior Americans to G.U.T. will| War’ (U), and ‘It Happened Out 
inc‘'uce Meiro and Universal, w th | West’ (20th), 
the possibility of Paramount also| Legit biz is high with ‘Balalaika,’ 
suvplo ing certain product. This being | ‘Victoria Regina,’ under W-T, and the 
so, it looks as though G.U.T. will be | Marcus show for Fullers-Snider- 
airly well off for supplies, despite | Dean. Vaude-revue is still tops for 
reports to the contrary. | Tivoli management. 


} 
In Sydney, Melbourne, Brisbane | 


:1d other keys, it is expected that | Reign of Wilhelmina 


Rydge will carry out, with backing ° 
from the bankers to a certain extent, In Film Chronology 
The Hague, Dec. 20. 


additional ~lans to bring the whole 

circuit into line against any opposi-| Composite history on celluloid of 
tion. Few months back Rydge said | the 40-year reign of Queen Wilhel- 
amp’? finance was on offer to build | mina, who celebrates that event next 
G.U.T. into powerful force in the | September, is the aim of production 
pic field. It’s interesting to note] interests here. 

that the bankers for G.U.T. are also Production is to be subsidized by 
the same for Hoyts. the government, 


Melbourne, Dec. 13. 
Nice lineup and managers are 








uneconomic 


tlewoods, Murphey'’s and Cope’s, is 
i the Screen Pools, Ltd. Promoters of 
| the scheme are Charles Woolf, Mau- 
rice Ostrer, Aubrey Hyman, Jeffrey 
| Bernerd and Maurice Woolf. Com- 
|; pany has been formed with capital 
| of $125,000, but has unlimited back- 
ing. 

| Two floors have been leased in the 
| Charles Woolf building in Wardour 
street to start 
ately. 


operations immedi- 





| 


N. Y. DICKERING 


—TOSETTLEB. A. 
PIX TIFFS 


Although almost daily confabs 
| were held last week by the Hays of- 
| five representatives and foreign de- 
partment officials with Dr. M. Sata- 
nowsky, attorney for 








the Buenos 
Aires film board of trade, on two 
vital Argentine distribution matters, 
discussions probably will not be con- 
cluded before the end of this week. 
No decision has been reached in 
either the anti-trust case or the tax 
dispute. Conversations will be speed- 
ed up because of Satanowsky’s desire 
to return home early next year. He 
flew from Argentina to lay the two 
subjects before U. S. film companies 
directly. 
Thus _ far 


the pending anti-trust 
case, in which 16 Argentine 
distributors, including most U. S. 
distribs, were fined $4,000, has occu- 
pied the most time in discussions to 
date. The excessive tax, now im- 
posed, will be considered probably 
this week with State Department 
representatives called in and in- 
formed of the severe taxation penal- 
ties now existing against American 
distribution companies. 





The suit brought under anti-trust 
statutes in Argentina was started by 
an exhibitor. Case has been before 
courts in that country for some time, 
and thus far distributors have failed 
to admit any of charges. 


LONDON LEGIT, FILMS’ 
HEFTY HOLIDAY BIZ 


Lendon, Dec. 28. 


Boxing Day, England’s national 
holiday, saw banner biz for West 
Eng legit and film houses. Period 
saw capacity all around. 

Grosses in area exceeded $150,000. 
Top grossers were taken by ‘Marie 
Walewska’ at tle Empire; ‘Ali Baba’ 
at Gaumont; ‘Heidi,’ Regal, and ‘Wells 
Fargo,’ Carlton. 











TROCADERO RENAMED 


Old Paris Building Was Tagged As 
S!ur at Spanish 








Paris, Dec. 21. 

Trocadero, the new building on 
the hill across the Seine from the 
Eiffel tower, will henceforth be 
known as the Palais de Chaillot. Is 
generally called the ‘chef d’oeuvre 
d’'architecture de Jlexpo’ by the 
French. 

New name comes from the village 
once located on the side of the hill 


ish fort taken by the French in 1823. 
Napoleon once planned to build a 
second Versailles on the hill as a 
palace for his son, the ‘King of 
Rome.’ 


PANTO, ONCE OK 
IN AUSSIE, 
NOW N.C. 


Sydney, Dec. 14. 

Once regarded by legit managers as 
a sure biz puller, the Christmas panto- 
mine has slipped into the realm of for- 
gotten things. Few years back legiters 
banked on around four weeks’ ¢ca- 
pacity at Yuletide with kiddie trade 
from panto presentation. Today this 
type of entertainment can only be 
found within the portals of commer- 
cial organizations, with admission se- 
cured by the purchase of a certain 
amount of drygoods. 


In the years before 
Williamson-Tait, the 
other managements found ready 
trade here and in Victoria with 
pantos. Local as well as overseas’ 
artists secured work aplenty to tide 
them over into the new year. 

This year Frank Neil is the only 
manager presenting a panto and at 
mats only, with vaude-revue nights 
for the adults. In previous years the 
cream of England’s panto performers 
were imporied—dashing principal 
boys, funny dames, and top-notch 
dancers, From the Continent and 
America high-class specialty acts 
brought out expressly for the season, 
plus producers, costumes, lighting 
effects and scenery. To the legiters 
Yuletide then meant a good take 
with both kiddie and adult trade. 

Oldtimers say that in Australia 


films 
and 


sound 
Fullers 





panto is not dead—it's only sleeping. 





‘Can't Take It’ Looks Blah in London: 


Casinos Nitery Starts Auspiciously 





London, Dec. 28. 


‘Choose Your Time,’ Firth Shep- 
hard’s production of combo vaude, 
play, newsreels and cartoon, opened 
at the Piccadilly last week (21) to 
a warm reception. Play runs 90 
minutes, 


‘Bulldog Drummond Hits Out,’ pos- 
thumous thriller with Henry Ed- 
wards in the lead, bowed at the 
Savoy the same night (21) and was 
splendidly received. 

‘You Can't Take It With You’ was 
seen at the St. James last Wednesday 
(22). Kaufman-Hart comedy was gen- 
erally well received by the audience. 
but some of the newspapers panned 
it. especially the high-brow London 
| Times. Latter sheet referred to the 
| show as ‘extreme of dismal incoher- 
ence’ and adds there was little to 
commend about it except its brevity 
Play’s American atmosphere is al- 
most destroyed by a virtual all- 
English cast. Libraries are shying 
at making deals. Looks to be a cer- 
tain flop. 

‘A Lady’s Gentleman,’ political 
comedy produced by Andre Van 
Gyseghem, opened at the Vaudeville 
theatre Thursday (23). Brilliant 
piece was well received and looks to 








be a success. Hylton Cleaver adapt- 
ed from Ladislaud Bus-Fekete’s Hun- 
garian play, ‘Jean.’ Robert Squire 
and Margaretta Scott have the leads. 

First important legit show for next 
year is ‘Dodsworth.’ Goes into the 
Palace here in February, replacing 
‘Oh You Letty.’ Lee Ephraim is pro- 
ducing, with Gladys Cooper and 
Philip Merivale set for cast toppers. 
Alfred Bundy, director of the Palace 
theatre, is angel. 

Bertram Mills Circus at Olympic 
(22) accorded its usual healthy re- 
ception. Will stay the regular six 
weeks and repeat its annual success. 

London Casino’s new show (22) 
was a spectacular triumph. There 
were some good acts but not enouch 
of them. Personalities of the prin- 
cipals were praised and newspapei 
reports were favorable. 

Incidentally, Clifford C. Fischer, 
vroducer of the London Casino re- 
vues, differs with a previous report 
that he had been ousted from the 
French Casino in N. Y.; that the 
F.C.’s going into bankruptcy caused 
a breach of his contract, on which 
he contemplates. suing. Fischer 
never was an officer of the French 
Casino but contrarily he’s now a 
creditor, 


before Paris extended that far. 
Original tag was given the old 
building in 1878 as a slap at the} 
Spanish for their friendship with 


the Germans after the war of 13870. | 
Trocadero was the name of a Span- | 


Chief B. 0. in Today's War-Torn 
China Comes from the Military 


+ 


By CAL S. HIRSH 


Shanghai, Dec. 17. 

With a ring of Japanese steel com- 
pletely surrounding the Interna- 
tional Settlement and the French 
Concession, the foreign sectors of 
Shanghai, the Japanese army hav- 
ing completely occupied Chinese 
territory (Pootung) across’ the 
Whangpoo river, Chapei on _ the 
north, Nantao on the south and the 
western area, semi-controlled by the 
foreign council, major-scale devas- 
tation is the rule and no amuse- 
ments are operating in the occupied 
area. 
| In Shanghai proper, four first run 
houses are playing to 50% business, 
|in as much as Chinese, who consti- 
tute 70% of the business, attend in 
Their total seat- 





|small groups only. 
ing capacity 6,700. Maiinees (three 
shows daily) are fair, but nights, 
owing to strictly enforced curfew, 
are poor. No immediate prospects of 
curfew being lifted. In foreign areas 
maybe five or six second runs are 
open, business at 40% normal, with 
distribs giving special percentage 
rates. Hongkew’s (Shanghai) two 
foreign houses (seating capacity 
‘about 2,500) burned to ground, 
while second runs unaccounted for, 
with eight or nine probably in 
ruins. 

Strok’s usual winter quota of six 
American and Coniinental world- 
famous artists undoubtedly will not 
visit Shanghai and several inde- 
pendent outfits definitely cancelled. 
Rex Storey and his Hollywood Re- 
vue got out just in time to avoid 
the trouble. 

The Joints 


Cabarets and jitney places, latter 
employing mostly Chinese hostesses 
with 25% of ’em Russian, now open 
at 3 p.m., and operate only until 
1l pm. Much of the trade comes 
from the 11,000 American, British 
and allied sailors, marines and sol- 
diers being stationed to protect for- 
eign settlements. Fourth and Sixth 
U. S. marines and sailors from the 
U. S. S. Augusta are higher paid 
than others and form the majority of 
patronage. 

Throughout China in general 350 
houses are wired for sound and only 


30° operating, business in these 
being less than 40°, normal, 
Whereas in 1936 Chinese studios 


produced 50 pix, first six months of 
this year showed only 18 and since 
then practically nil, although the 
Nanking (Government) Central Stu- 
dios have turned out innumerable 
war newsreels and propaganda films. 

Shanghai’s majors—Star, Unique 
and United Photoplay—have  sus- 
pended entirely and staffs paid off 
with little hope of resumption for 
better part of a year. 

Radio locally is a flop. Formerly 
45 stations in Shanghai, now only 
half dozen function half-heartedly, 
including two foreign outfits. Latter 
were of great assistance during early 
days by forwarding personal in- 
formation regarding missing rela- 
tives to the interior or to Shanzhai- 
landers marooned at various summer 
resorts, 

Inasmuch as very few pre-May 
Hollywood pix have been released in 
Shanghai, because of the seasonal 
hot period, when all ge on vacation, 
and followed by the war, Shanghai 
fans’ choice of popular stars returns 
almost to the 1936 basis. 

Nanking censor board removed to 
Shanghai in September, as capital 
was cut off by rail connections, but 
have little to do as so few pix— 
excepting the poorer stuff—are of- 
fered to the theatres. Censors banned 
‘Topper’ because of supernatural at- 
mosphere. 





S. A. NEWSREEL YEN 


Par Now Making Spanish 
Portuguese Editions 





and 





Meeting demand of South Ameri- 
can exhibitors who have been evi- 
dencing increasing interest in news- 
reels, Paramount now is getting out 
two separate foreign language news- 
reel editions for S. A. 

Commentator speaking Spanish is 
used for all South American coun- 
tries excepting Brazil, which uses a 
commentator talking Portuguese. 
Previous to that Par’s reel to these 
Latin-American nations was silent 
excepting for scenes recorded in 





sound and sound effects introduced. 
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French Riviera Niteries Look 


To a Strong Season This Year’ 


By CHARLES LANIUS 


Nice, Dec. 20. 
Big biz is expected by operators 
of coast niteries during the coming 


winter season, judging from advance 
hotel bookings and the past summer 
season 

Season here starts after first of 
January, preceded by a Christmas 


rush of visitors who spend their 
short holidays here. Most nitery 
and entertainment houses will be 

few days before Christmas 


open a 
to catch the Yuletide pennies. 


The exchange rates, the Spanish 
trouble and general European un- 
easiness will be big factors in favor 
of the French Riviera club owners 


Much of the British trade which for- 


merly went to the Italian Riv-era is | 


NAZIS-HU 
TALK PIC DEAL 


come here because of 
international relations 


expected to 


the strained 


of the two countries, 

Casinos anticipate a banner season 
and the long-closed Casino de la 
Mediterranee, white elephant built 


here by Frank Jay Gould, will be 
reopened by the S.B.M., Monte Carlo 
gambling syndicate. 

Casino de la Jettee on the Prom- 
enade des Anglais, which was closed 
because of troubles with the em- 
ployes, has been reopened and is do- 
ing excellent pre-season biz. Casino 
Municipal has been open all the 
year with a fair off-season take, and 
the Nouveau Casino opened a few 
days ago, 

Cintra’s de-luxe nitery opened in 
November, did well for several days 
with Tomas and his Merry Boys, but 
has taken a beating the last two 
weeks. Management optimistic for 
a heavy Christmas take and a ban- 
Ner winter season. 

Pierre Passeron’s Paraquet, al- 
ways popular with out-of-town visi- 
tors, opened on the 19th with a new 
orchestra and girl show from Pzris. 
Le Plantation which caters to 
locals is open and is average. 

Municipal Casino at Monte Carlo 
which never closes reports an ex- 
cellent off season and the Sporting 
Club 


opened on the 16th of the 

month. The Mayfair Club will open 
Christmas. 

Cannes Municipal casino opened 


the first of the month. The Palm 
Beach Casino which remained open 
until that date because of a contract 
with the city administration that 
one of the casinos be open all the 
time lost badly in last three months. 

Sporting Club Casino, under direc- 
tion of Charles Cartier, opened sev- 
eral days ago with cocktail party 
and has done good pre-season busi- 
ness. 

Joe Cavolli’s Dolphin Club opened 
first of November but reclosed with- 
in a few days when customers failed 
to appear. Cavolli will reopen on 
the 20th. Kit-Kat club has been 
open for several weeks and is taking 
all the local business. La Bastide and 
the Jungle will open after the first 
of the year. 

Official reports released by the 
City of Nice show that over double 
the number of British and Ameri- 
can arrivals were recorded during 
~ months of October and Novem- 
er 


as compared with the same 
month last yeor. Many owners of 
villas who have not been on the 
Riviera since 1931 because of the | 


monetary exchange 
here to live, according to figures. 
Nice, the hub of Riviera activities, 
has arranzed an entertainment pro- 
gram di up by the Fetos and 
Sports Commit ee. 
The 60th Nice Carnival will tact 
Feb. 17, and Battles of Flowers. 
industrial fairs, flat and trotting 
races at the Nice Hippodrome and a 
special childvens carnival have been 
arranzed, The Annual _ In'‘e..a 
ti mal Military Horse Show, not held 
fast year, will be held in March. 
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Korda’s Moppet Find 
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Hl Basis That Feed tie 





Dec. 17. 


who ek 


London, 
Battered old thesper 


eS 
a precarious existence as an 
extra came to a recent preview 
of a British picture in all the 
panoply of white tie and tails, 
cloak and opera hat. After the 


screening he buttonholed a 
prominent t critic, hinting 
at the possibility of a mention. 

‘Come again,’ uid 
bler. ‘I didn’t notice you 
picture.’ 


ade 


the scrib- 


in the 





the | 


re.urning | 


‘Oh, yes,’ 
actor, “mine 
that wrote 
‘eel three!’ 


loftils 
were 
the pawnticket in 


GARY 


retorted the 


the hands 











Budapest, Dec. 20. 

German Film Chamber 
are in Budapest, 
representatives of 
Fund for exchange 
Hungarian pix. 

Hungarians want to export one 
Magyar picture to Germany after 
every eight German features im- 
ported to this country. German offer 
is to let.one Hungarian film enter 
for every 15 German flickers that 
come here. 

Agreement would be advantageous 
to Hungary even on the latter terms, 
since it would clear the way of Mag- 
yar product to other European coun- 
tries and open up new export fields. 
teported that German _ delegates 
seem lenient about applying the 
Aryan paragraph, so agreement will 
probably click, 


OLD DALYS, LONDON, 


delegates 
negotiating witn 
Hungarian Film 


of German and 





London, Dec. 28. 


When reconstruction is completed 
next August on the old Dalys theatre 
here, making it a cinema palace, the 
house will be the Warner Bros. 
world show window. It will have 
about 2,000 seats and latest improve- 
ments in picture theatre construction 
and conveniences. 

Present plan is to use product both 


week runs, 


Resident U. S. in England 


Protest New Invasions 





| 


WB WORLD SHOWCASE 


from Hollywood and _ Teddington 
studios. Count on putting bulk of 
product in theatre for six or seven} 





| 

| 

' 

= — 

London, Dec. 22. 

| Increasing importation of actors 
| from the U. S. to fill supporting 
i roles in legit shows here is causing 
sauawks from. resident American 
players. They talk of appealing to} 


the Home Office to give them pref- 
erence, on the ground that they are 


taxpayers, while those who come 
ver for a single job. contribute 
little or nothing to the support of 
the government. 

Residents claim they are fitted to 


play the necessary parts and that 
their names than the 
newcomers to the theatre-toing pub- 
here. Also say that the visitors 
for Amer 


mean more 
| lic 
with them 


British pix. 


compete can 


} parts in 


FROELICH IN LINE 


| Berlin, Dec. 20. 
. | Carl Froelich has merged hi 
Pree Hollywood, Dec. 28. studio with Ufa, agreement running 
was exanier Korda has. ticketed! until October, 1939. 
»4'5Y Brill, 14-year-old actress, to Was’ the last of the independent 
4 part in support of Nova Pilbeam | producers. His studios are consid- 
re her next London Films produc-|ered the best in Germany for colo1 
ne pix. 


tATEN 
IM 


Nix Continued to April, 
1938, and Maybe Through- 
out Year—U. S. Distribs 
Have Only 100 Unre- 
leased Features on Hand 
—fSome Cutting 
Others Quitting 
Entirely 


il 








Down, 


Marke: 


AND CENSORSHIP 


Future of 
‘came still -ertain la 
weck when the Finance Ministry ar 
nounced extension of the present b: 
on foreign pix imports to April, 1938. 
At the sama time it was hinted that 


American distrivs here 


more un 


+ 


—— 


QUOTA SAVING | 


the prohibition will undoubtedly pre- | 


vail throughout all of 1938. Original 
order which went’ into ejifect Sept 
24 was for a three months period 


ending Dec. 25. 


With only around 109 unreleased 


subjects in their vaults, American 
distribs feel their days Nere are 
numbered. Those with the largest 


organizations are already making 
plans for effecting drastic reductions, 
while two of the smaller outfits have 
perfected plans for quitting the 
country entirely, if the ban continues 
beyond April. 

It was rumored last week that sev- 
eral of the Jap distribs of European 
pix will be permitted to bring in a 
number of new subjects on the show- 
ing, made to the Finance Ministry, 
that they were paid for before the 
application of the ban. It is thought 
such showing was made by jugglins 
of contract deposits in the hands of 
European producers, none of which 
was originally allocated to specific 
subjects. 

Alarmed at the poor quality of the 


product being turned out by Jap 


-producers, the Home Office recently 


ordered that after Feb. 1, all 
grams must be cut to three hours 
running time, including shorts and 
intermission periods. It is thought 
that this will cut down the number 
of pix required to service the coun- 
try, thus enabling producers to con- 
centrate on quality. Censor is ex- 
pected to cooperate by throwing out 
films considered of low standard. 
Finance Office is giving no encour- 
agement for the issuance of remit- 
tance permits during the first half of 
1938. While no definite statements 
are issued, they point out that little 
or nothing has yet been done toward 
whittling down the adverse trade 
balance. November figures showed 
a slight margin of exports over im- 
ports, but not enough to make any 
impression. Authorities look for the 


pro- 
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REIGN FREEZEOQUT 


+ 
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xpect More Aussie State Quotas; 
Lower 7%, but Mean It This Time 





Taylor’s Virtue 


London, 


Dec. 20 
Sunday night film shows are 
being given by a Sheffield 
church to ‘attract people who 
do not normally attend wor- 
ship.’ Last Sunday’s debut bill 
was ‘Magnificent Obsession,’ 


which drew a packed house. 


Priest said the girls ‘adored’ 
Robert Taylor and explained 
that the pic pointed a good 


moral—‘One man’s virtue brings 
happiness to all.’ 











IDEA REVIVED 


& 





har 7 Ad>laid 


With the important state of New 
South Wales in Australia set on its} 
new workable quota and England | 


about to pass one that is apt to force 
u. S&S; production in that country, th¢ 
often suggested ‘auota economy’ prc 
duction unit idea appears due to be 
revived and placed in force at Holly- 
wood. Industry leaders believe that 
it is only a question of time 


virtually all states in Australia, as 
well as England, have quotas. 

3asic idea is to have a one-man 
department, to be enlarged as neces- 
sary, to maintain contact with the 
film company representative in a 
foreign land such as Australia and 
England. By keeping close to all 


American production and maintain 
ing a liaison with the U. S. produc- 
tion executive abroad or in Australia, 
this new division would be able to 
effect economies by earmarking sets, 
transparencies and laboratory for- 
mula for future use in a foreign land. 


In this manner, he would grab any-| 


thing of value that might be 
ployed in foreign producticn. 

By doing this, the American pro- 
lucing company would be able to 
tive considerable luster and quality 
to the foreign-made films, thereby 
enabling them to compete both in 
U. S. and world market. 

Whole thing is predicated on the 
belief that U. S. picture companies 
will live up to the spirit as well as 
the letter of the new quota measures. 
It is no secret in the trade that if the 
new quotas are kicked around, as 
British are prone to claim was done 
with their old quota measure, a 
more severe quota law with teeth in 
it is apt to result in future years. In 


| effect that is exactly what transpired 


!in England. 


year to end with an adverse figure of | 


$300,000,000, which will be 
somewhat with deductions for in 
visible exports. 


Stricter Censorship 


Film ‘Yoshiwara’ (Lux) in which 
Sessue Hayakawa is starred, ha 
been banned by the police censor 
Flicker received considerable atten- 
tion here this summer when it was 
learned that certain scenes ‘dis- 
regarded Japanese manners and con- 
dition After being approach 
through diplomatic channels, the 
French producers agreed to Olio 
he story to elimina OVD) ynavl 
part 
. In uing the 2 ) 
tated that the ) contain 
many sce! vhich are ‘outrageous’ 
ind are yu ) yuse the » O 

rious-minded tl iti wud 
) 1u t Dp ire too ¢ i) ) 
An. unco ‘d rumot licates tha 

I ! to tig ; ipa vil, will 
pari ] iitentio yeing \ t 

y subdjeci x Ss. sup 


sought by 


} Emovire Film Distribdut 
Co., failed to clear customs la week 


reduced 


| Dec, 


. | 
because Empire negiected to securc 


import permits. 


U. S. ACTS SEEN HIT 
BY BAN IN ENGLAND 


London, Dec. 22. 
Number of American acts here 
are in danger of idsing their permits 


until | 


| 


em- | 





Though the complete text of the 
recently passed New South Wales 
quota law has not been received in 


N. Y. via mail by 


the 


‘partments of 


Hays office, 


for mn major film 


‘ompanies already have been ap- 
prised of the serious outcome of this 
yrkable measure in Australia. 
States of Victoria, Queensland, South 
Australia and Western Australia are 
xpected to adopt milar quota 
measure " on as drafts can be 
drawn up and levislation enacted, 
iceording to for in film officials 
familia th the Au setup. 
While t unimportant island state 
ff Tasmonia probably will not 
ure a quota because it has less than 
0 theat many with small seating 
‘apacity, other more vital states are 
spected to forget their so-called 
rivalry and hold together on the na- 
tionalistic angle to pass quota acts. 
Larsze cities of Melbourne, Bris- 


» and Perth are located 
other states, and quota 
laws adonted similar to the latest in 
New Scuth Wales might mean evente- 
ual production in Australia on an ex- 
tensive scale by American companies, 
Tasmania has only Hobart, a city 
of about 56,000, and Launceston, with 
similar population, and consequently 
doesn’t figure as importantly as other 
States. 

Victoria was the first state to bring 


in these four 


in a quota law for Australia, but it 
applied only to short features and 
newsrecl First vital quota meas- 


ure was the one passed and in effect 


for the first time this year- in New 
South Wales. This was so vaguely 
worded it never could be enforced, 
Now legislators have changed the 


way the law reads, reduced the per- 


centage from 10° to 3% and made 
it a must. 
Those familiar with the Australian 


ituation as it pertains to New South 
Wales contend that the industry peo- 
ple in that state are deadly in earnest 
about this new law. Quite a few of 
those back of production plans and 
with coin in studios are former news- 
paper people now with an interest 
in the government. They claim that 
if the present 1938-39 law is not 
complied with by distributors (mean- 
ing U. S. distribution companies) so 
that Australia gets a boost on its pro- 
duction plans, a more drastic quota 
measure scems certain at the expira- 
tion of the two-year period. 


Sydney, Dec. 14. 
Old quota law meant next to noth- 


ing in New South Wales in 1937. 
About 37 features were needed to 
meet requirements, but this figure 


was missed by about 31, with only 
about six films made locally. There 
are about 390 theatres operating in 
this state, including 21 key cities. 
Aside from praduct from Cine- 
sound, no other local chalked up any 
biz, though Commonwealth, Ex- 
peditionary and National are also in 
the field. First-named is making its 
second picture. Expeditionary has 
lone nothing since ‘Uncivilized,’ and 
National nothing since ‘Rangle River.’ 
New Era, a Melbourne unit, moved 
across the border to make one, ‘The 


| Avenger.’ 


from the Ministry of Labor for} 
playing charity benefits. In most 
cases, such performers hive been | 


doubling among legit, vaudeville or | 
> S | the theatres open, even though ex- 


cabarets, etc. Practice is generally 
permitted so the acts can make up 
‘he difference between salaries nere 
and what they would 


America 


maae n 


However, the law specifically for- 
yid tripling, without rezard to 
vhether any of the jobs are for 
pay or. grat Without realizing 


they were violating any 
ie American have been re- 
syonding to appeals for 
benefits. 
Ministry 


revulation 
acts 
variou 
charity 
act to 


may revoke 


BERMAN ABROAD 
3erman, recently 
chief for Selznick- 
sailed for London 
where he will establish 
headquarters for England and the 
continent 
Berman re 
Nathanson 


A. ©. 
foreign sales 
International, 


26, 


cently was 
in Toronto, 


with N. L 


|ness, they 


Understood ithe} 


| 


named 


Of the 390 theatres, U. S. pictures 
took out the most money and kept 


hibitors claim they paid a 
for product. If they has 
yn British and loecol 
would 


‘tiff price 
1 depended 
films for 
have been 


busi- 
shut- 


, 
g 

revenue, claiming 
h possession, should 
its 1.200 theatres at 


Americans 


Puch Mex Pic Bank 


a, a Brit 
not place all of 


he disposal of 


Australi 


Me) » City, Dec. 23 
Establishment of Ls fove t 
wer 1 bank to finance tl 1o< 

mesti p I y na been ap- 
raved b mare ind the measure 
1a yoON = pl ‘nted to President 
i: i ) C3 wna 
Pian 'ls for the bank to have a 
mpital of $28,000,000, supplied by the 


government and the film industry, 
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any audience... endowed 
with expert performances 
and tinged with lively flair 
vin both dialogue and situ- 
ations ...replete with 
laughs.” = —Motion Picture Daily 


cae ms ee 
{ 


—= 


F SS ~ 


Oe 
eae. Soe 





: [ [ A | ) fetching humor far above several 

Ve more pretentious comedy offer- 
% # ings of recent months.” 

— Hollywood Reporter 
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“A genuinely enjoyable comedy 
that hits the modern farcical note 
... gay and breezy ... clicks asa 
general audience picture... It’s 
allin fun, and plenty of laughs are 
provided.” —Hollywood Variety 






WALTER ABEL 
HENRY STEPHENSON 


DIRECTED BY LEIGH JASON Will 
SCREEN PLAY BY ALLAN SCOTT fans.” —Showmen’s Trade Review 
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“Fast-moving, amazing entertain- 


Ve {RIETY ’ WwW edne amas hol December 29, 1937 


16 —— ———————— ee << acer —- aaa 


“First elaee screen fare for 





a 


y- 








same 








Wednesday, December 29, 195 











FILM REVIEWS 





—— | — 
e | are amazing creatures. Likewise the 
Snow White and 7 Dwarfs birds, who carry her messages. 
(TECHNICOLOR) : Visually, the film is one of the 
Hollywood, Dec. 28. finest examples of technicolor. Dis- 


RKO Raaio release of Walt Disney's first 
i length feature production, in multinplan: 
full-rens Adapted from Grimm's Fair) 


arto for. P 
“echnic Spervising director, David Hand 


iene e directors, Perce Pearce, Larry 
ring Wiliam Cottrell, Wilfred Jackson, 
wore narnateen: supervising animator 
See eattt yy cLuske, Viadimir Tytla, Fred 
Mooce, Herman Ferguson; story adapters, 
4 adi S -ars, Otto kinglander, _ Karl Hurd, 
Prorothy Ann Blank, Richard ¢ reedon, Dick 
Rickard, Merrill De Maris, Webb Smith: 
Pacakes arrangers, rank Churchill, Paul 
am , Leigh Harline; art directors, Charles 
Ph lippi, High Hennesy, Terrell Stapp, Me- 
J.arer Stew art, Harold Miles, Tom Codrick 
Gus t renggren, Kenneth Anderson, Ken 
all O'Lon or Hazel Sewell: art back- 
pocae ae Samuel Armstrong, Mique Nelson 
Mo he Cox ‘laude Coats, Phil Dike, Roy 
1 rem Maureice Noble; character de 
- 4 A.bert Hurter, Joe Grant; anti 
store, Frank Thomas, Dick Lundy, Arthur 
a itt, Ma l.arson, Milton Kahl, Rober 
: aK James Algar, Al Mugster, Cy Young 
Joshua Meader, Ugo D'Orsi, George Roy 
oa tae Clark, Fred Spencer, Bill Robert 
} narad Garbutt, Grim Natwick, Jacl 
aunpb Marvin Woodward, James Cul 
har Stan Quackenbush, Ward Axim ml 
W > I therman, Robert Martsch. World 
preniere at Carthay Cir le theatre I. A 
I 1, °37: two-a-day, $1.65 top Running 
tiu SO mins, 





There never has been anything in 





the theatre quite like Walt Disney's | 


‘Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs,’ 
seven reels of animated cartoon in 
Technicolor, unfolding an absorb- 
interesting and, at 
entertainment. So perfect 


ingly 


thrilling 


times, | 


is the illusion, so tender the romance | 
and fantasy, so emotional are certain | 


portions when the acting of 
characters strikes a depth compar- 


able to the sincerity of human 


players, that the film approaches real 


greateness. It is an inspired and in- 


spiring work, the commercial success | 


of which will be notable, particu- 
larly the heavy foreign returns be- 
of the mechanical ease with 
which all languages may be syn- 
chronized to the action. 

More than two years were required 
by the Disney staff, under David 
Hand’s supervision, to complete the 
film. In a foreword Disney pays a 
neat compliment to animators, de- 
signers and musical composers Ww hose 


cause 


the | 


united efforts have produced a work | 


of art. No less than 62 staff names | 
are flashed in the credit titles as 
being responsible for various 


divisions of the job. Highest praise 
must go to Disney himself for collat- 
ing all the diverse efforts into a 


; of convincing plot. 


conception of single purpose which | 


bears the mark of one creative imasg- 
ination. 

The superlative Disney skill, which 
has shown itself frequently in previ- 
ous short cartoons, such as ‘Three 
Little Pigs, ‘The Tortoise and the 
Hare,’ ‘The Country Cousin’ and the 
irrepressible Mickey Mouse and Don- 
ald Duck, is merely indicative of the 
excellence of ‘Snow White.” The 
fairy tale is not a feature-length 
short. It is a full hour and 20 min- 
utes of delightful story telling, of a 
plan and pattern new to the screen. 

While one marvels at the skill of 
its producers, ‘Snow White’ permits 
no mental ramblings in the course of 
its unreeling. The opening shows 
the cover of Grimm's book of tales. 
The pages turn to the story of the 
little princess who escaped from the 
jealousy of the queen step-mother. 
Thereafter, to the accompaniment of 
charming music and suitable sound 
effects, the drawn figures of the story 
move through their adventures with 
realism that is heightened by visual 
poetry. 

Soon all the characters assume life- 
like personalities. Snow White is 
the embodiment or girlish sweetness 
and kindness, exemplified in her love 
for the birds and the small animals 
of the woods that are her friends 
and, as it subsequently develops, her 
rescuers, The queen is a vampish 
brunet, of homicidal instincts, who 
consorts with black magic and under- 
world forees of evil. And the seven 
little dwarfs, Doc, Grumpy, Dopey. 
Sleepy, Happy, Sneezy and Bashful. 
are the embodiments of their name- 
tags, a merry crew of masculine 
frailities. 

Best is little Dopey, half wit. who 
never has learned to talk, 
forever the drudge of the others, but 


Whose smile when Snow White 
Speaks a kind word is enough to 
soiten the heart of the bitterest 


human. 


who is| 


Dopey wins the final em- | 








brace trom the princess when at the | 


end of the story, she is taken away 
by the prince to lasting havpiness. 
The world is full of misfits like 
Dopey. Perhaps Snow White will 
DYring about a happier understanding 
of their timid souls. 

Although the film is replete with 
moments of hilarious comedy, it i 
unique because of other equally 
polent entertainment features. There 
is, for instance, the sequence in 
which the dwarfs, returning to their 
‘ottage from a day’s hard work in 


ney is said to have perfected certain 
processes of photography which cre- 
ate illusions of depth in some of the 
scenes. Wheiher this is accom- 
plished by the perspectives. of 
draughtsmanship. or by the lensing is 
not material. Pastel shades pre- 
dominate and there is an absence of 
garish, brilliant colorings. 

Sound plays an important part in 
the production and the synchroniza- 
tion of words to the moving lips of 
the characters is worked out perfect- 
ly. Probably the finest effect in the 
picture is the reproduction of echoed 
notes from the depths of the wishing 
well. In this department, as in the 
others, the film reflects meticulous 
kmanship. 

Extent of the commercial return 
on the production investment, which 
is said to have exceeded $1,000,000, 
will depend entirely on the astute 
showmanship of the exploitation en- 
‘agements. The title indicates that 
the appeal might be limited to chil- 


} 


dren. However, once the true artis- 
tic merits of ‘Snow White’ are uni- 
versally proclaimed and accepted, 


adults will crowd the youngsters out 
of these acts. 


Picture should keep the wickets 
spinning for extended engagements 
everywhere. Flin. 


WISE GIRL 


RKO re se of Fdward Kaufman pro- 


lnetion Stars Miriam lopiins; features 
Ray Milland, Walié Abel. Ilenry Stephen- 
mn Alex Craig, Guinn Williams, Richard 
lane Directed b leigh Jason, Story, 
Allan Seott and Charles Norman; adapta- 
on, Scott; film elitor, Jick Hively; 
init Peverell Morley asst. director. 
Kenneth Holmes Re wed in Projection 
tooum, N. Y., Dec, 24, '37. Running time, 


7 mins. 


} Susan Wletche : Miriam Hopkins 
lohn O' Halloran.... er »eee uy Milland 
ina Tee TTR Te -Walter Abel 

1M PICICHET 0 css cence Hienry Stephenson 

| Wer nt ME Ie lls 1 <eeaee wescAlee Craig 
| Mile AEST KEES REDDS Guinn Williams 
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A human interest story that pos- 


sesses certain favorable audience 
elements, ‘Wise Girl’ is held back, 
however, by a slow-moving narra- 


tive, considerable silliness and a lack 
It begins with a 
highly fictional in 


premise that is 


character and ends the same way, 
dragging situations and develop- 
ments in by the teeth in order to 
achieve the desired ends, romantic 
and otherwise. The picture is of 
‘B’ calibre, but may weather the 


storm singly in houses of lesser im- 
portance, elsewhere it’s the doublers. 

Miriam Hopkins, looking vastly 
different in this one, partly becauses 
the script calls for it, is paired with 
Ray Milland. It's a better picture 
for Milland than for the femme star 
opposite him. The actor disports 
himself as well as any one might, 
considering the material and the 
plot’s irregularities. On one occa- 
sion Miss Hopkins is forced to try 
to play a tough dive gal, the sort 
ihat might be found, as the script 
expected, in a Greenwich Village 
dump where they all smoke, use long 
cig-holders and wear their hair 
smoothed slick. She is anything but 
interesting-looking. At other times, 
also, Miss Hopkins’ makeup creates 
a slightly changed personality. 

In ‘Wise Girl’ she’s supposed to be 
a rich young girl who tries to live 
like a down-and-outer among the 
slightly screwy bohemian element in 
Greenwich Village. She's the type 
of spoiled heiress that would go for 
the sort of thing she does, even to 
gain the ends the story prescribes, 
which means that guardianship over 
two children from a destitute artist 
who's fathering them as best he can. 
Atter about 10 minutes it’s obvious 
that she'll wind up with the artist 
as well. One of the troubles with 
the story, an original by Charles 
Norman and Allan Scott, which was 
adapted by the latter, is that it does 
not build suspense effectively. 

The two children Iend most of the 
human interest to the tale, together 
with the struggling artists and their 
whose life of privation is 


rrienos 
contrasted with the lap of luxury in 


which Miss Hopkins sits when she’s 
|} home Kids are given action and 
dialog that is much too advanced for 
them. They seldom are natural or 
convincing There iS one scene, In 


the diamond mines, discover that 
theee little home is spotlessly clean. | 
Someone has intruded in their ab- | 
sence. Dopey is dispatched to the 


Yvedroom at the head of the stairs to 
westigate. There is suspense and 


one a a 


intic nation. When the princess 
‘wakes and reassures her strange 

sis that she is a good cook and 
lOUSoKeeper, a 


merry dance follows, 
ilaneous and j yyful, 
vw White’s little helners. the 


squirrels, fawns ard tortoise. 


| 


1 prize-fight ring, that’s satired for 
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fairly effective results, script having 
Miss Hopkins Iand one knockout 
punch. Maybe thev’ll all start doing 
this after that fight in ‘Nothing 
Sacred’ tUA) A staged wedding 
‘ene as an advertising gag for a 
tore is also fairly funny. Had Jack 
Hively’s editins been closer, ‘Wise 
Girl’ may have lost some of the dull- 
ness which slows it up. At least 10 
minutes could have been trimmed. 
Supporting characters include | 
Walter Abel, artist stew Henry 
Stephenson, rich father of the girl, 
ind Guinn Williams. who’s alway 
fective Lesser rol are carried 


Mf ablv bv Alec Craig and 
Lane 


Richard 





Miniature Reviews 


‘Snow White and the Seven 
Dwarfs’ (RKO). Walt Disney’s 
first full-lengih feature cartoon 
in Technicolor which should 
make boxoffice figures sound 
like fairy stories. 

‘Wise Girl’ (RKO). Miriam 
Hopkins and Ray Milland 
teamed in a disappointing pic., 
mostly for duals. 


il‘on. 
‘Crashing Hollywood’ (RKO). 


‘The Kid Comes Back’ (‘VB). 
Brisk, fast prizefighting yarn; 
strong dualer. Features Wayne 
Morris, Barton MacLane. June 
Travis } 

‘Lady Behave’ (Rep) Fair | 
comedy, with Sally Eilers, | 
Joseph Schildkraut, Neil Ham- | 

| 
| 


Lee Tracy starred in a first 
rate melodramatic farce laid 
behind the scenes in a Holly- 
wood studio Good dualer. | 

‘Daughter of Shanghai’ (Par). 
Meaningless title to a routine 
crime meller, with Anna May | 
Wong. Downstairs dualer. 

‘She’s Got Everything’ (RKO). 
A gone-wrong comedy effort | 
with Ann Sothern, Gene Ray- 
mona, Helen Broderick, Victor 
Mc. ve and Parkvakarkus 

* rail Trouble’ (GN). Ken 
M; ynard starrer that flutters 
far under average of the hero- 
On-a-horse as well as most 


westerns. 











KID COMES BACK 


Warner Bros 
Meatures Wayne 
June Travis. Dit 
Sereen play, 


pro tue my md release 
Morris Bartow Muael, 
“tied by B. Reeve 
George inal story, 


camera Ar hur Vde 


ine, 
3 Eoson 


briehker: 


ms, J lanag in; SON, 
ilm editor, Warren Loy Previewed in 
Projection Room, N. Y., Dec. 23, "37, Rune 
ning time, 61 mins 


tush Conway... ; Wayne Morris 
Gunner Malone.. a ‘ Marton Macthane 
BONY | ¥s8edsss cebees eee ee June Travis 
MOUNY. xachsas te Dickie Jones 
ot ee ft ra ae ae Max hiosenbloom 
Ken Roclhwell....ccscoe. Jumes Tob ins 
Danny Loc'iridge...... losenh Crehan 
Joie Meade.. rank Otto 


Big, towheaded Wayne Morris, who 


| youngslers, garner the top honors 


this toltering comedy to only 
advantage. Jt has its momenis 
they are rare and far between. 

The tale deals with the trials and 


but | 


tribulations encountered by Sally 
Eilers as the conservative, staid sis- 
ter of Patricia Farr, who has com- 


mitted bigamy while under the in- 
fluence of liquor. Sister's first hubby 
is a delightful scoundrel, plaved bs 
Joseph Schildkraut; the second is a 
millionaire (Neil Hamilton). 

Afier the bigamous marriage, the 





exccss mate departs for South 
America, leaving instructions for his 
lawyer to have the mnarriace an- 
nulled. Since hubby No. 2 isn't 
aware of the first marriage, every- 
thing is okay, except that the par 
ties concerned must see to it that 
nobody learns of it. 
The. impersonation comes when 
Sally Eilers takes her sister's place 
in the millionaire’s household. safe } 
in the knowledge that he is at a safc 
distance. But two young scalawags. | 
in the forms of the millionaire’s | 


| children, aided by the household re- | 
tinue, combine their fo to make | 
life miserable for her. Denouecment | 
comes when _ the vealthy fathe 
arrives home hurriedly to learn that | 
the girl he ‘married, while i 
ebriated, is charming, lovely and de- 
lightful. She, in turn, finds him 
possessing similar attributes | 
Sally Eilers gives an usuallv fine 
performances as Paula Kendall, the | 
older sister, and is ably supported by | 
Schildkraut and Hamilton. Marcia | 
Mae Jones and George Ernest, the | 


Crashing Hollywood 


Hollywood, Dec. 28. | 
RKO-Radio release of Cl Reid's yp 
duction, Stars Lee Traey fen 40 Joo | 
|} Woolbury, Paul Quilroyvie, Lee Patric | 
Directed by Lew Landers From ola 
Paul Dickéy and Mann Page; sereenplay | 
by Paul Yawitz and Gladvs Atwnate cium. | 
era, Nicholas Musuraca and Ir Red- | 
man; effects bv Vernon 1 Wat filin 
editor, Harry Marker Previewed at -Pan 
tages’ Hollvwood, Dex 20, oC Running 
time, GO mins, 
MCHAG) ois cwkaee ! Tra 
LE ae Joan Woodbur 
Hormnan....és Peril Ceuilfen 
Olu, eee eee eee Pee ee Lee Pa 
hi Pre ee ee eee Richerd Jct 
Set gt |) bk Oe Bradley Va 
| Ore TPES TE EET TTT Ter eee. Tom Renn ‘ 
Pett Tes sec kadense ved s George Irvin 
oo eee eer ee ee eee Krank M. Thema 
RE EONS 65 ish cseeanis 1 Carson 
Receptionist........ Ale (‘ra 
Jo) A Pe rere Juimes ( itis 
Completely satisfactory program 


scored in ‘Kid Galahad,’ his 
prizefighting varn some months 
comes back in this ring tale to gain 
greater favor. Likeable, personable 
and possessed of the flair that make 
the femmes flutter, this lad is destined 
for the foreground. A 
secondary picture. 

Pic is a grand, brisk piece about a 
veteran heavyweight contender who 


first 


ago, 


strong 


is relegated to the background de- 
spite the fact that he has defeated | 
the top battlers. In line for a shot| 
at the champ, the heavy, played 
forcefully and capably by Barton 
MacLane, sees his chances for the 
title go aglimmering when the title- 
holder retires. . 

When he sees a green, stranded 
youngster (Morris? from Texas dis- 


play his wares in a street fight, he is 
impressed and takes the lad under 
his wing. Morris meeis the would- 
be champ’s pretty” sister (June 
Travis) to lend a touch of romance 
to the film. 

Morris, tutored in the rudiments 
of the game by MacLane, rapidly 
advances among the topilight heavies. 
He finally reaches a rung where he 
is slated to meet MacLane for the 
c-own, for which the Boxing Com- 
mission had declared the latter 
defender. But then a hitch enters 
into the situation. Morris refuses to 
fight his erstwhile benefactor and 
future brother-in-law. But MacLane 
will have none of that. He had been 
denied a .itle chance for too many 
years to allow sentiment to interfere. 
So he contrives. with the aid of an 
enterprisin? sports editor, to anger | 
Morris with several embarrassing 
situations. Morris signs for the fight 
and—vou're wrons!—he gets knocked 
out! That, in itself, is a novelty. 

Later, there are  exvianations. 
MacLane gets his crown, Morris b.- 
comes the champ’'s 
and it winds up okay. 

Maxie Rosenbloonr, 
heavyweight champion, who's been 
doing considerable blinking at the 

eigs latelv, gets his biggest part in 





brother-in-law | 


former light 


this on as the heavyweighty Stan 
Wilson. Slapsie Maxie stops more 
vunches in this varn that at any | 
time during his profesional career. | 
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picture, a melodramatic farce which 
is laid in and around the stages of a 
Hollywood studio, this one fits nicely 
into the less important 
which play double bills. 
Lee Tracy is a screen writer who 
selects an ex-convic! as a collabora- 
tor and fictionizes a bank robbery in 
which latter was framed by erst- 
while pals. Exhibition of the film 
gives the police new leads to crim- 
inals, and brings gangsters to Hollyv- 
wood to stop further exposes. There 
are laughs, pistol shots, mistaken 
identities and suspense when charac- 
ters over-run a film producing plant. 
Originality of the plot and its de- 
v_lopment give Tracy a chance to 
move and talk fast in his character- 
istic manner. Good supporting per- 
formances are supplied by Lee Pat- 
rick, Richard Lane and_ Bradley 
Page, who does a dual part. Flin. 


DRIE WENSCHEN | 


(‘Three Wishes’) 
(ITALIAN MADE’) 
The Hague, Dec. 20. 
Manenti 


theatres 








Odeon Film release of 


produc. 


tion, made at Cines Citla Studios, Rome. | 
Features Annie van Duyn and Jan Teu! 
ings Directed by Kurt Cierron Sereon 
play by F. Zeckendorff and A, Tt. de done, | 
eamera, Atos Farkas: edite: Jan Teun } 
sen. At Metropole Palace, The Hague 
Running time, 74 mins 

Maria Scudo...... Annie in Duen 
Tivo Murante...... - lun Teuline 
The Rich Gentleman....... Jules Verstraete 
POPC thc: ceewseddodceadent a Piet Bron 
COs SOc 646-400 $06600666 Mim Boesnach 
a PRPEEES RETR ROLL EE .. os Ostey 
Virs Talloni * Ant Boule 
COMPOENI. cccccscceceeucsces Herman Boulbes 

(In Dutch) 

Production of this film in Rome | 
was delayed by various difficulties. 
Considering everything, it is cred- 
| itable that the pic is as good as it is. 





‘Three Wishes’ is a pleasing vehicle 
for the Dutch market, but not likely 
to cause much 
Charming and often 

combines an old fairy 
mcdern story. 


elsewhere. 


stir 


Original 


tale 


pe 
and a 


Annie van Duyn gives a moving 
|portrayal as the heroine. Is good 
looking and has several sirong | 
;scenes Jan Teulings is hardly ac- | 
ceptable as the lover and shows a} 
lack of routine. Jules 


Verstraete i 
a sroaciuus and kindly rich old man, | 
Mimi Boesnach is miscast as a vamp. | 
Most vf the supporting parts are | 
‘il' ully hanaled. Guus Oster, mak- | 
ng his screen debut and the Eou- 
bers, Aaf and Herman, are standouis 
Construction of the picture doesn't 
measure upd to American standards. 


| Screenplay py Dr. Zec!:endorit lacks | 


or.ginality and sufficient comes 

Kurt Gerron's direction is sa we 
tory: the photography is good. Snoe- 
‘ial assets are the solendid "s 
and Jan Teunissen's cutting, whieh | 
Sives the picture a better poce than 


the usual Dutch prod 


AUC LLNS 


fair | 


Nothing bright 








——— 


+ 
Daughter of Shanghai 
Paramount production and release, Feae 
i 3 Anna May Wong. Directed by 
Robert Flores Screen play b (iladys 
Uneer and Garnett Weston, ba loan ory 
bv the latter, sound, C. Hisserich: « mera, 
(‘harles Schoenbaum editor Ellsworth 
'oagland At Criterion N i. & 22, 
"S37. Running time, 60 mins 
ran Yine Lin......; .Anna Mav Wong 
Pee Be ha ow aca kee Philo Ahn 
COREG ~FEATCMGRs 608 cee sa. Choriles | rd 
Ui ke ... Larry Crobbe 
tre. Mou i eee Cecil Cunningham 
rant PRRORs ccadencdesess J. Carrol Naish 
Se ht Tp re Evelyn Brent 
'farry Morgan Anthony QOninn 
intermreter ...ccrcoccse Gino Corrade 
io @ fo A rrr ee Te on Pitterson 
Cantain Gulner........ ..+- Mred Kobler 
PRG PRONE ca 636 ka CORR ORS Ire ~ully 
CHIR Tialliiws ces Ching Woh tee 
Re POs cies cuaceus Teva Liu 
\Ty Yorilond verre Pier \\ " 
t ] | I 
\ \! Wor 4 
nd lirn ¢ W mn 
til Mie Bu n 
Vlowvd i t Guy BD | t 
Vile I I 
(‘hin ndyvy Vend I l iY 
me ¢ l ‘ n W Ti 
h "W Ch ! \\ ” 
\ in Dancer Vir I> y 
! . John J t 
I> rs ( n Bail I ’ a Ar ' 
rien Tahu Tina Men I 
( Ma Rurtor Poul Tr) ¢ to, 
Alma Ro Blonea \ er 
TOVTMY ceccescceesecsccns A] Wol hin 
( : : ...-Agostingo Toa ito 
‘ ’ S auievesaawes ‘ Bree Woog 
outh American -Andre DP, Marsaudon 
So-so item for lower-deck dual 
billing, Stereotype crime meller, 


‘ith the Shanghai label pasted on as 
1. sop to current interest ‘n the Sino- 
Tar Since the yarn 
connection with Shanghai (e 
hat of its characters 
Chinese), it’s likely to draw 
that comeon. 
velues are slight. 

While the pic makes no pretentions 
to be more than a programer, it has 
everal genuine assets. Adaptation 
hes compressed the incredible inci- 
dents of the original story into a 
in2aty film script. Plot gets under 
way with a rush, is minus incon- 
equentials, builds a certain amount 
of suspense and sprinis to a climax. 
(ood example of Hollywood's ef- 
ficiency in turning out palatable 
trifles. 

Plot deals with the smuggling of 
nliens into the U. S. Powerful ring 
is headed by a Frisco socieciy matron 
ind has tentacles snreading through 
ihe west and into the islands of the 
tropics. As the dutiful American- 
Chinese dauchter whose father is 
slain by the racketeers to prevent his 
exposing them, Anna May Wong 
wears vengeance on the culpriis, 
‘racks one of the ringleaders to his 
land base, poses as a come-and- 
eet-me cabaret entertainer and un- 
covers the needed evidence. Team- 
ing with a Chinese onerntive of the 
U. S. Department of Justice, 
helps bring the villains to justice. 
Obvious romantic fadeout. 

As the heroine, Anna May Wong is 
1 handsome addition to the produc- 
tion. And while the scrint draws her 
character illogically, she plays with 
considerable bland persuasion. 
Charles Bickford has another of his 
typical brute roles, while other parts 
are played satisfactorily, if perfune- 
torily by Philin Ahn, Larry Crabbe, 
Cecil Cunningham, J. Carrol Naish 
and Evelyn Brent. Guy Bates Post ig 
effective in a brief part and Virginia 
Dabney is a piauont addition as a 
dancer in a tropical island dive. 

Robrt Florey’s direction is conable 
enouch and several scenic shots are 
colorful, phototraphy and sound are 
canably handled. For a frank'ty 
econd-rate offering, ‘Daughter of 
Shanghai’ isn’t half bad. Hobe. 


fracas. has no 
xcept 
many are 
little 
Marquee 


c.in from 


she 





She’s Got Everything 


RKO Radio production and reles Stare 


‘iene Raymond, Ann Sothern; features Vice 
tor Moore, Helen Broderich, Parlyakar':oa, 
silly Gilbert. Directed by Josenh Sant ley, 
Screenplay by Harry Segal, Maxwell Shones 
camera, Jack MacKenzie, Reviewed in roe 
jecifon_ room, N, ¥., Dec, 24, 37. Running 
me, TO mins, 
PMNIEP 62s aso icceede sebee Gene Raymond 
eo eer eee PTTTULTre ebseansedes Ann Sothern 
VIVMO cvccccccccsccccccccess so Victor Moore 
‘SUG csi. tdanneseieed 60eeee Helen Brolerick 
Nick 6039600 06000009%60% Parkyakoarkus 
MITOCW o 000 6006050gsssers.e.. Bly Ghiberm 
NRC! seveveses eccccsceee William [| ne 
VRIKING covsaccece TeTTrri Herbert ¢€lifton 
COIPUTRIAG: hii 6060-6004000806848% NIon Brace 
OCT Fiss2dekasvsevens 6600008 Sol Ward 
I OL SRG FOR 66 ccs0s0e is \l Craig 
OTTOP si resecssceeeceses ..Mred Soniley 
, PUICMOD 46 60450 eeks eee Richird Tucker 
PCC Nis cCi bee cond sd bne68 8s Ceore Irving 
ee ee Pe re ere Te Jack Carson 
Players put up a strenuous strug- 
‘le with the scrinot but their efforts 
avail them litile. The direction 
) 


doesn’t prove of much hel» e'ther. 
or novel is contrib- 
uted to a well-worn theme and the 
"gs strike a consistently low level 
of combustibility. While thereo’s lots 


f action, hardly any of it gives couse 
vr excitement. The customers micht 
2 inclined to for*tive, if the provram 


mate to this one is powerfully enter- 


aining, 

‘Sihe’s Got Everything’ wastes good 
‘omedy talent in chunks. Helen 
Broderick and Victor Moore go 
throueh heans of words and passes 
without nudging inio a solid lauth, 
nd the results aren’t much bette: 
vv Parkyakarkas and Billy C''scrt, 
fon when the laiter twosome tle 
) sie ’ over each other in a p ide 
i] f rain. The one sequence with 
ector »p bilities is that which 
ho ‘ {yt the narrative In th ~ bit 
vide, groom and weddire nartyv are 

' (Contir ued on page 19) 
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THE TRUTH ABOUT THE PANAY FILMS 


Movietone News has a complete pictorial record of 
the destruction of the U. S. S. Panay. This film is 
now being distributed to all regular Movietone 
accounts. The film was shot from the deck of the 
Panay by Eric Mayell for 15 years a staff camera- 
man of Movietone News, who was one of two 
motion picture cameramen aboard the Panay. 
These pictures were rushed via the China Clipper 
to the United States and arrived yesterday, Decem- 
ber 28, for editing and distribution both from the 
Pacific Coast and New York. 


Movietone News does not claim that its Panay 


film is exclusive, but in accordance with its estab- 


lished policy— 


MOVIETONE NEWS ACCOUNTS WILL GET THESE HISTORIC PICTURES — 
IMPORTANT AT THE BOX-OFFICE AS ANY FEATURE YOU WILL PLAY 
THIS YEAR—AT NO EXTRA COST! 
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9 er thin one of those union things and can't W rushes across the street to him but is} TRAILING TROUBLE 
She s Got Ev y s be helped. PARADISE FOR T Oo felled by an onrushing truck. All 
° ° . * * ry asco * or 
(Continued from page 17) Alexander Olshanetsky should be (BRITISH MADE) there is left then is the hospital scene, teens, Mational solesm Bg s, M. Fame 
- 4ounced about aboard a given a chance to show off his music | London, Dec. 290. with the family’ reunited with the] Oo ina moso1. screen. Slay by Paeee 
violently Je k as the justice of the to better advantage than in this me-| United Artists’ release of Londen Film | news that the little girl will recover. | Graham White. At Arena, N. Y., Dec. 24, 
speeding ag ag er the marriage rite | lange. There's a hotcha Yiddish num- | i ga gag 4 Se. —— When he has his wife in his arms, | ‘37. Running time, 55 mins 
ant . : i . ‘ pana euenther Stape orst. stars ACK ° . } rie Fielding r vnoure 
peace a teag cour of passing traffic. ber or two, sung by Moishe Oysher | Hubert, Patricia Ellis. Directed by Thorn. | and his two children, only then does Ab nent a ling Son sagen : 
co itatae ,|and Florence Weiss, en duet, that | ton Freeland. scenario by Arthur Macrae: | the master realize that his love for} (joer... ‘eter Williams 
Yarn brings together a young! sound promising. camera, Gunther Krampf, Jack Asher. At | ‘he beautiful pianist was just an ‘In-| Mrs. Dunn.... Grace Woods 
womah whose late ae oa Se Oysher is the star. and in closeups - aiaiatae London. Running time, T4 termezzo’—an interlude. Gin. ....-,. i'red Burns 
dowed her with a mass Of Cebts and) jooks his age. Oysher has a lusty | Martin ............. PPE ay Tack Hulbert Other convincing performances are eee 
+uff-shirty owner of a coffee- : ; ae 1S I : Decidedly sub-standard Ken M 
the stuft-shi " -ith Ann Sothern and voice. In speech and manner he re- poereatte Senegdsaens Patricia Ellis | given by Inga Tidblad, as the wife, ecidedly sub-standar yen May- 
packins a osed for the parts sembles George Jessel. "He sings bet- | yo Ss cnr joe ae ee Erik Berglund as an impresario, and} nard starrer, too palsied paced for a 
Gene Raymon Pi s when the rege ter thea he can act. In th2 chants| Miss cisire......: .....S8ydney Fairbrother | Hans Ekman, as the son. western with a plot as punctured as 
Girl meets java king when the pres * at have that emivitiusl | Clnvence.......). tte ‘vile Sak As . soins : 
: "s leads ok his stuff doesn’t have that spiritua ylie Wa ‘ ae : 
sure from her creditors lea oo tak- quality that makes religious music ATCO. ses ceeeseseees David Tree a sieve Star permits himself to slow 
ing a job as his secretary. ropin- | vitally beautiful. mae ree eeeseereees ana il ee Meson e De Nina up to the snail's pace of the footage, 
uity blossoms into romance and talk iith Cee os Dicks 3 rand. «+. vee nthony Holles g a Rrahiris 
q" < iage, but things go awry be- Judit Abarbane as mate, ye | Paul Duval......... Ronald Culver and the lack of any honest-to-gosh 
of marriage, — childhood sweetheart. is okay atmos- | —_—— ¥ ; eee 
tween them when the coffee mogul i oe tte treitace ox ta) Sheen Ge 20 bee doe tel | Petrovna neavies crimps the cause badly. May- 
vs — ‘ c c > S . @ S re ut VOT dos i | Ste Sui c I . : ck ce $ D 1 . oe 
a secre gg hero’s mother works with too much pictures when tney can turn out (‘The Lis of Nina Petrovna’) nard fans will be disappointed 
1? tere a2) . sole p 2 maT } a . | “ oe = . - 
gals ee to get vanrd through | affectation. Lorraine Abarbanel and | anything approaching this one, which | (FRENCH MADE) Only alleviation film offers oe 
eveditors plot ar “ ss sxhibit Vicky Marcus. the two children of | looks surelire here, and should be | Paris, Dec. 19. brief reelage of causes; gun and fist 
0 tien Ne sieiiie a pose the film, are worth watching. Al-| More than acceptable for the Amer-| Selif release of Solar production, Stars | fighis are singularly absent. 
of trumped-up eccentricity and series though h2 appcars briefly as the cafe ican market. Is a front and back- |} crnen¢ Cravet and isa Miranda. Fee. Maynard plays the miscakenly 
of humiliations he drives her into aii apie Sue. en Ties -. | stage musical story and no at.emnt | iU"%,. Aime Clariond. Dire RO OW eee ale oe rig ee 
sage .| owner who gives the cantor’s son his | 3€ Cal story and no at.emnt | rourjansks nario. T. Robert: adapta- | identified cowhand in plot form No. 
breaking off the engagement. Later WES whl : | has been made to c te wit ' reer sobert; adapta: 9 om celia: “her We ta er lg re 
“ ( at | had done her| big chance, Irving Honigman im-} ps cen made » compete with | tion and dia Henri Jeanson; music, |A3. The other characters think he’s a 
reslizetion has ne mae Scone resses. He does his job well | Hollywood in the maiter of expendi- | Levine and Hajos; camera, Curt Courant. | lowdown named Blackie, with so 
‘ong 1s followed by a screwy chase | Presscs. scaitlhe ¢ ~ on ture Productio: Cenac ara “alga. | \t the Paramount, Paris Running time P f : as 
phe Camera work, n.s.g Shan, ture. roduction scenes are rela : many notches on his gun barrel it 
and the marriage ceremony aboard ’ pio cas | tively small, but set into the s.ory | tranz.. Fernand Gravet | has begun to resemble a band-saw. 
the careening truck. t as the girl’ | and assist in progression, Nina Isa Mirandx | He's really not, of course, but a 
ee i ieee Maen HEADIN’ EAST | Millionaire banker's chauZeur | 2{T0R---- >: ;; Aime Clarion’ | prairie edition of a charier member 
aunt and duenna; Victor Moore | akan ee oe ‘ iaronne Gabrielle Dorziat he Ri - peers 
a: on. 2 bookie who master- | SP ashes a chorus girl while driving } wisi. Annie Vernav | 2 the Big Brother Club. He saves 
pier pf veditor ye lot. while Park Columbia release of Tu. G. Paces R pai | by, stops to appologize, finds she is | lite. Paulette Dubost | the herd and ranch belonging to the 
. » a » Sd . > ws 3 Fucl Jones entures (uth | re genie 1 De ¥ Cene ie > ow or s R » 
minds the CI all, oe duction. Stars Bugk Jones, couvures ‘den. | late for rehearsal and drives her to | General Pierre Magnier | hervine, who has no ma nor pa to 
vakarkas and Billy Gilbert meander] Coleman, Shemp Howard, Seininal wh the stage door. Those around the| G@unieur aroveses AMOS | ypoect her 
© ; . “ect ec ) ) ing Seott. Zina story, — tas \ . = Lu ¢ 1 ‘hantet i e evre c ° 
mostly e+ gers on Pig a Tossen Fi: aap a Monroe Shaft: screen | theatre recognize the car and im- ne peters a > ee Lona Andre is decidedly unimpres- 
oe cccaeie etaiamaaln ay Solly play, ee = and Pines shag mediately the rumor goes forth that (In French) sive as the femme lead; she’s not the 
of the comedy) 5 s oc camera, Allen Thompson: eciitor or’ she is the pet of the millionaire type to fit j ictorially ; vester 
ie as ane . ti , Neasiat At Varsity, Lincoln, dual, Run- | > : f aire, cased , ype to fit in pictorially as a western 
Ward. He — a co ragga rd ge oe pron pipiony re | Dressmakers, etc., extend credit to This will go down as one of the heroine, and the vamnish makeup 
hypnotist w 208E antics at f Tying ve Benson Buck Jones | the girl and send the bills to the| est films produced here during | she uses militates avainst her further. 
bring Miss Broderick out of a trance | yejen Ruth Coleman | banker, He goes to investigate, calls| 1937. Besides being b.o. in this | Roger Williams rates a mention in a 
account for no little measure of the| windy Shemp Howard | her and i hanes Seg ar eeg : ae pies. art the 3 are Pi 
: A llne dec ric at Donald Douglas | OM Her and 1s mistaken for a reporter |country, it will do business abroad. | 52" i-villainous supporting role: 
film's dullness, C. <a ate np ae Pe ie Elaine Arden | Seeking an interview. Manager of Shewin tes 2 ‘thing like ‘lothers in the cast serve as little 
Calhoun ' ..+.Earl Hodgins | the show is heavily in dest and, be- | ¥); <i th Unit a ts ike a surel incre than outlines causht in the 
M. H. Benson vererseees, John Eltott | lieving he can get money from the | ° ng in the United States. camera's scope. Comedy is not only 
SINGING OUTLAW LABERBR s 405 scersscessesss sO Ease | rien. mien, gives the girl Whe lead in| Commendable production for this| neslizible. but numb. 
tyatvavent yelease of Trem Care-Gheaa! Clipper ....... ..Dic Rich} his musical. Reporter deception | country, with Gravet turning in the Direction falterins: camera was 
Cook production, Stars Bob Baker. Directed | Maxie ....---++-++-- -++++++-Al Herman} continues, with the girl and mil-|pbest he has done on this side. Isq| better handled than all the ot**r de- 
by Joseph H, Lewis, Story and screenplay ae : lionaire falling in love with each isnt ~~" | partments. Bert. 
by Harry ©, Hoyt; camera, Virgil_Miller. Indicating the gangster is but a]other, Possibly not promising in| ™Mranda, although a little light in 2 ee 
At Ceniral, N. ¥ week Dec, 24, ‘37. Run-| tinhorn toughie compared to the] plot, but it is brilliantly produced.| dramatic scenes, is generally excel- 
ning time, «+6 nins, ae ’ PS - ‘ aa 29 has ’ *. Soe »f ¢ 734 ‘ ha ‘ 7. res * ; » 
Sed Md 5<': 94 sdk hanks cans Bob Baker | Plains he-man, ‘Headin’ East, Dialog is bright and witty and there lent in a difficult role. Aime Clari- Segitseg Orokoltem 
Fila: SEOCMAM: \ 4.06 05008550086 % joan Barclay | second of the series with Columbia | are innumerable ludicrous situations. | 9nd is a convincing Austrian baron ™ 
Longhorn ......65+ seeeeeeees- Fuzzy Knight} which touch the usual western locale | Excellent production particularly inj Direction is thorough. Sound and (‘Help, I'm an Heir’) 

BREE FeeE a + 344 b04sasvese a P wg te only slightly, is one of the best pics| photography, lighting and direction.| photography are good, with the| _,Panubia Pictures, Inc., release of Globus 
~— nag he ag yD apensanseeed y ie + ep ever made by Buck Jones. Allows Jack Hulbert is the young million- | whole production moving as it Film. Stars irene Agra 4 Directed | by 
oO JOP wessesese eereereeeeene 6OY avbils Z . ‘ : on ape a a Stephe Szeke ‘ Secrect ’ V rdante 
Colonel Bixer.....csccsesesecs Ralph Lewis}| him to go from ranch land to the| aire and there is even an excuse for | should. fotvaa Sathals Beka ‘atoey be Gita Se 
Pete teste ees eesereeeeees Glenn Strange | big city, and while on the metropoli- Sg ergs a pg ey anger gore A Story concerns a demi-monde who |#nd Milos Lorinez. Camera, _ Steven 
Marshal Sam Fairfax....Jack Montgomers P € : ‘ : , ro- | he is at his best as he does not have | jc won at a revoiver ec eae Kiben; music, Istvan Basthat. At Modern, 
Beiew SRMCCIU «0460s a tebe doede Georgia O'Dell tan scene to smash a produce P t rr the whole burden of the 1S wou ata revoiver shooting com- Ny. ea wee. 85 gif Running time 72 

; pee tit tection racket. aaa ‘. ga lg see 9 Bs petition at an officers’ gathering in| mins.” ' 

5 a > Cc n she ers. N ¥ : } ag 
Western in which the singing star Jones begins traiiherding, but by Leadine lade a pap Ellis. vitae St. Petersburg. She becomes the ea ES Siaweewed } «Tt ne Amat 
doesn’t burst into song without | the time seven minutes have gone by| .i,4. ang dances sufficiently’ well age ae Poca an Pay he love with | cunt Mari..-.....:020....Plroska Vaesary 
provocation is unique; this is one of | the only mark of his past is the big|5.°tne average musical, acts com- cata al yom ca in the end com=| pr. pombav 2. .Gebor Rajnay 
that type. Vocal ability of Bob | hat which he wears to town with a | d photographs advantace- its suicide because she cannot} Baron Istvan......... .Tivadsr Uray 
. ; : a petently and photographs advantace- | }:eep the bargain she made to save the | The Countess Erzsi Simor 
Baker is worked into the story,|business suit. His father, John ously, Next in importance is Arthur | man she loves a teateerbiahennd |e “Yee <- Mesa Ripe 
along with an abundance of action | Elliott, has forsaken cows for lettuce, Ri h ] the stag ver . ro : a res ..Cyorgy Dene 
} - ; : . iscoe, who plays stage manage Aime Clariond is the baron wh & yorgs s 
and unusual camera work. Baker is | which, after several shipments have who 


one of the newer giddyap stars and 


still seems to be slightly camera-shy, 
an impression that is dispelled, 
however, when he _ exercises the 


vocal cords. In the tail spot of a 
dual bill opus won’t have much trou- 
ble holding up its end. 

Plot tells the story of the advent 
of a roaming cowboy into the terri- 
tory where a ‘singing outlaw’ is at 
work. Baker, as Scrap Gordon, 
comes on a fight between the outlaw 
and a U. S. marshal in which both 
are killed. . He unintentionally as- 
sumes the role of the marshal, which 
gets him into trouble with both the 
law and the lawless. Solves the 
mysteries surrounding the disap- 
pearance of cattle, rounds up the 
band, identifies himself, and» winds 
up as usual with a rancher's dotter. 


_ Camerawork is exceptional, dialog 
okay. 





THE CANTOR’S SON 


(WITH SONGS) 


Eron release of Arthur Block-Samuel 
Segal production. Stars Moishe Oysher. 
Directed by Ilya Motyleff. Story, Louis 
Freiman: dialog, Mark Schweid; music, 
Alexander Olshanetsky; camera, Frank 
Zucker: art director, Robert Van Rosen; 

‘English titles, Julian Leigh. At Squire. 
N. Y., weck Dec. 25, °87. Running time, 
oo) mins, 

BOls + sssiinee¥e scabs vessaeaees Moishe Ovsher 
Helen, im cocccccecccess..- Florence Weiss 
PVES . 555 e ha ecccccccccce. Judith Abarhanel 
Yo se] «+ eeeeccccesss.- Michael Rosenberg 
Rossevitch., 66996666060 60886 Isidore Cashicr 
Zonvei. SEELe TTT TT Cte ry TTerre. Judah Bleich 
uM BAW o 6 650 60h bs0b0e0S see Bertha Guttenberg 
Ben ..... verre; eeerey ee Irving Honigman 
Oe $060.06d80060064 Rose Wallerstein 
Children 

Hiv an PRE TE Pe $eeens Lorraine Abarbane} 

Shloimele.......... eeveeaces Vicky Marcus 


(In Yiddish, with English Titles) 

This is ore of the trashiest stor.ts 
put to the emulsion. It is a confusion 
of exaggerated drama, Yiddish jazz, 
frantic comedy and cantoric chant. 
But it’s the stuff which, peculiarly 
enough, makes for sure-fire b.o, in 
the Yiddish theatre. On that prem- 
ise, this picture should attract excel- 
lent Yiddish patronage. 

Technically, it’s a mediocre pic- 
ture, Performances are mixed. 

This is a story of a runaway child 
who, in manhood, rises from a cafe 
Singer to a cantor’s post in a syna- 
£08. He is the only son of apparent- 
ly middle-aged parents who suddenly 
age and undertake to observe their 
golden wedding. So, the cantor offs 
to his native village in Europe to 
Participate in the event. There he 
falls for his childhood blonde. His 
matronly benefactress follows from 
the States to do the renunciation act. 

es the entertainer who got him 
his ficst cafe job. In some respects. 
pic 1-.sinds of ‘The Jazz Singer’ 
ti.eme. 

The settings are sombre and unim- 
pressive, and the costumes frequently 
are out of period. Some of those 
bearded gentry look more like Ken- 
tucky hillbillies. Some of their make- 
Up is that awry. Most of the women 
in the picture, as usual, are matronly 
aud true to type. That's probably 


been ruined, causes Buck _to be 
called in for some private investi- 
gation. Fact that the produce 


middleman, Earl Hodgins, has a good 
looking daughter, Ruth Coleman, 
arouses his interest considerably. 
Jones hardly lands on the scene 
when he'chases as many racketeers 
as happen to be around making quite 
lively the film’s pace. 

Comedy comes’ with Shemp 
Howard, late of the two-reelers, and 
Elaine Arden, a George Givot in 
skirts. Howard's best fun-making 
comes with his appearance in gym 
clothes on the main street, and run- 
ning races with a cop. The Arden 
girl goes with the film’s rough and 
tumble tempo nicely. 

Union of Stan Blystone and Donald 
Douglas’ forees are the racket- 
ringers, while the latter gets by as 
the other side’s legal counsel. Ruth 
Coleman, the former artist's model, 
looks the class she’s supposed to be. 

Ewing Scott’s direction is good, 
providing a snappy handling of the 
lines and the film cleared of all dead 
space. While print shows better use 
of time and money. Up to now, the 
Columbia Jones’ series has been his 
best in a long time. Barn. 





Law for Tombstone 


Universal release of Buck Jones produc- 
tion, Stars Buck Jones. Directed by Buck 
Jones and Chas. Kk. Eason, Original stor) 


by Charles M. Martin; screenplay by Pran- 


ces Guihan; camera, Alien Thoinpson and 
John Hickson, At Arena, N. Y., dul, three 
days, Dee, 26-28. Running time, 6% mins. 
Alamo Bowile.........seseeeee:> Buck Jones 
WEGTNNS SATAY. v.cccccecscsesess ..Muriel Kvans 
Doce Holliday......+.. eeeeeece Harvey Clark 
Judge Hart.....e. Werrerery Carl Stockdale 
Jack Dunn.....«-. ase Karle ttlodgins 


Bull Clanton. .ccoccccsccesesd Alexander Cross 
Buck Jones is Buck Jones. and the 
.g and Silver can do no wrong, 

t\» reasons why Jones’ giddyappers 

©.idom fail at the b. o. in a neigh- 

borhood where juves are numerous. 

Current release contains nothing to 

get excite” about, though it provides 

plenty action. Story is disjointed 
due to poor direction, and acting, ex- 
cept f - performance of Muriel 

Evans, is below par. 

Jones is special agent employed 
bv operators of a stage coach Lne to 
halt robberies of gold shipments. 
Gang is headed by a mysterious fig- 
ure called Twin Gun Jack. He di- 
rects the activities of the gang by 
remote control, until Jones arrives 
on the scene anc aids the sheriff in 
releasing the town from the grip of 

orism in which it is held. Gang 
even has the local judge buffaloed so 


that if they are nailed redhanded 
t' -re is no conviction. While being 


e’’ prisoner y Jones to insure his 
anpearance in cour to sentence one 
of » gane nabbed by Buck, judge 
is abducted an” taken to the ranch 
of the gang leader. Jones decides 
the time has come for action, he 
rounds up the rowdies, collars and 
unmas the leader, and heads back 
to Texas. 





Camerawork and sound okay. 





in low comedy fashion, without ac- 
tually resorting to horseplay. Relca- 
tively small parts are in the hands 
of such well-known and experi- 
enced artists as Wylie Watson, Syd- 
ney Fairbrother, Anthony Holles, 
ete. There are apparently dozens 
of others equally good, and there 
has been no stinting in the cast se- 
lection. Jolo. 





INTERMEZZO 


(‘Interlude’) 
(SWEDISH **ADE) 
Scandinavian Talking Pictures release of 
A. B. Svensk production. Features CGosta 
Kkman, Ingrid Bergman, Inga Tidblad. 
Directed by Gustaf Molander. Story by 
Gosta Stevens, Gustav Molander; score, 
Heniz Provost. At Cinema de Paris, N. Y., 
week Dec. 24, '37. Running time, 88S mins. 
Holger Brandt........++.++---Gosta Ekman 
Margit Brandt....ccccccsceeee- Inga Tidblad 
BRO. a dccccecccoesdqectcocscce ans Ekman 
Ann-Ma€rie@.....coccesecesss- Britt Hagman 
Charles Moller....ccceese+s- Erik Berglund 
Anita Hoffman.........+..Ingrid Bergman 
Thomas Stenborg...sceseeeces Hugo Bjorne 
GEOR. cccccccccceces eooeeesEmma Meisner 


(In Swedish, with English Titles) 
‘Interme’ -o’ takes its place among 
the finest foreign pictures to be 
shown on American soil this year. 
It is poignant, full of pathos, and, 
above all, has shown in Ingrid Berg- 


man, a talented, beautiful actress. 
Miss Bergman's star is destined for 
Holly wood. 

Although Miss Bergman's beauty 
and splendid characterization as 
Anita Hoffmen, the ill-fated third 
person in the triangle, is outstanding. 
Gosta Ekman, Sweden's veteran oi 
the screen, is not far behind as the 
violin master, Holger Brandt. 

The two lend a superb touch to 
the film as the lovers whose ultimate 
fate sec...s destined for unhappiness. 
But splendid scrimting has spun a 
tale that leaves the happy finale con- 
vincing and beyond reproach. 

It is through her teaching of piano 
to Ann-Marie (Britt Hagman), tiny 
d:.u hte: of Brandt, that Miss Berg- 
man and the violin player 
Their friendship, first a mutual pro* 
fessional acmiration, ripens to love. 
Ekman then for-akes his wife and 
children, lea. ‘1% on a concert tour, 
with Miss Bergman as hs accom- 
panyist. 

Ekman vstablishes new heights to 
his concert fame—with Miss Berg- 
man at the piano, aiways dwarfed by 
the master. But her love for the 


older an is moving. It is enough 
for her. although she realizes the in- 


evitable .pproach of the dregs. Bui 
‘amily ties call to Ekman. His young 
amour sees him straining at the bit. 
She then makes the supreme sacri- 
fice, ‘2a ine him. Left alone, he 
wanders, wanting, yet not daring. to 
retui1 to his home Finally, the 
urge to see his small daughter is too 
much. He returns to the homeland, 
ic only for the purpose of a frag- 
mentary sight of Ann-Marie. 

But her near-tragedy serves to 
awaken the latent, stronger family 
bond. Ann-Marie sees her father, 





” 
meet.) 





finds Isa Miranda in Russia and 
takes her to Vienna as his mistress. 
Unknown to him, Gravet, fellow 
officer and his best friend, meets 
Isa and they fall in love. They go 
away together to find upon their re- 
turn that Clariond knows all. He 
challenges Gravet to a duel. Mi- 
randa, knowing of Clariond’s marks- 
manship, gces to him and promises 
that if he will not kill Gravet she 
will return to him. She returns. but 
cannot keep the agreement. Rather 
ihan continue, she shoots herself, 
Suicide scene is too drawn out and 
the scene in which Miranda tries to 
convince Gravet she has never loved 
him is not as convincing as are 
other shots of the same nature. But 
the whole makes an excellent pro- 
duction. 
Newcomer is Annie Vernay as the 
girl who is in love with Grave. 
Some difficult moments fall to her 
but they are well handled. Ga- 
brielle Dorziat is also effective. 





Fossa Degli Angeli 


(‘Tomb of the Angels’ 
(ITALIAN MADE) 
; Rome, Dec. 21. 
Diorama production and release, Stars 
Amedeo Nazzari, Luisa Ferida and Antonio 


Cradoli Directed by Carlo Ludovico 
Bragaglia. Scenario, Cesare Vici Ludovici: 
music Maseiti; camera, Albertelli and 
Vupilli, 





(In Italian) 

This film taken in the marble quar- 
ries and mines of Carrara will be 
first Italian-made pic to pe dubbed 
in English. Anglo-European Film 
Distributors, Lid., bought it for dis- 
tribution in England. 

Story is a strange variation on the 
triangle theme, about an engaged 
couple and tells how the girl falls in 
love with her fiance’s friend, how 
the fiance’s accidental death parts 
-hem for a time and how they finally 
come together again. Alongside the 
love story the film describes the 
story of unemployment in 9 minines 
district, and this story as well as the 
yve story is crowned witn a hippy 
ending, 

Ifisin interest in this pic lics in the 
description ol the Carrara mires and 
cuarries. That is probab'y why it 
ras been bought for dis vribution in 
England, where it should tnter-st big 
mining districts. Film would prob- 
ably have to be revamped if it were 
to make go in American market, as 
parts of it are much too heavy fer 
American taste, and parts of it drat 

Amedeo Nazzari and Luisa Ferida 
are attractive couple, but their actin? 
is uneven. Descriptive scenes of 
work and workers are effective, even 
thouvh they are not given too much 
nrominence. Film has good and bad 
spots: is interesting because of _ its 
novelty. Premiere was held in Car- 
rara itself, where workers and min- 
ers turned out full force to see it. 
But Italian city audiences have not 
gone for film very much. Heln, 











(In Hungarian; No English Titles} 

Seemingly this picture was thore 
oughly enjoyed by those in the au- 
dience who understood the language, 
and who laughed heartily at the nu- 
merous comic. situations. Being in 
Magyar without English titles for 
those who don’t know the lingo, it’s 
hard to follow. It may be terrific 
for the local Hungarians, but it’s not 
likely to have any native draw. 

Story deals with an unexpected in- 
heritance by a family of modest 
means, terms of the will stipulating 
that the heirs move into the house 
formerly occupied by the deceased 
relative. Unaccustomed to the new 
surroundings, they are at first un- 
comfortable in the midst of servants, 
swank, etc. A _ local impoverished 
baron of the playboy type comes 
around to look ints the possibilities 
of making a match with the young 
lady of the house. She is a former 
schoolmarm, who poss as a maid to 
aive him the once-over. He is taken 
by her in this role, and gives her a 
job in his own employ, sub*-quently 
setting mixed up in a triangle. How- 
ever, all the complications are 
straightencd out and the baron de- 
cides to go to honest work, where- 
uvon the maid drons her dis*uise and 
accents his offer of marriase, 

For the occasion of the 25th picture 
directed by Stephen Szrelv, which 
is being shown at the Modern. the 
direct>r and his wife, Irene Asai, 
star of the nicture, are makin ner- 
sons! annearanres, J.rtter is ealled 
the Hunvarian Marv Pickford bv the 
press at home, acenrdir’ to the mon. 
agement, Hor huchend is eid to be 
the leading Hungarian director, 


CONTRACTS 


Hollywood, Dac. 28. 

Metro ticketed Robert Whitney, S. 
F. Theatre Guild juve, to a playing 
termer. 

Robert Allen drew an _ optioned 
playing termer at 20th-Fox. 

RKO placed’ Frances Mercer, 
daughter of Sid Mercer, N. Y. sports 
writer, on its term contract list. 

Gene Lewis snagged a new ticket 
as dialog director at Warners. 

Bruce Hur erston~’s directing op- 
tion validated for another year at 
20th-Fox. 

Hal Roach handed Charles D. Hall, 
art director, a new pact. 

J. Edward Bromberg’s actor option 
snapped up at 29th-Fox. 

Player ontions of James Stenhen- 
son and Bruce Lister, British players, 
picked up at Warners. 

George Robinson, Universe] came- 
raman, signatured new termer. 

Paramount holds Oliver Hinsdell, 
dramatic coach, for another verr. 

Richard Lane had his RKO p!'ayer 
option hoisted for another year. 





Lew Pollack started his fourth 
vear at 20th-Fox under an option 
pickup. 


Paramount handed Laurie Lee @ 
term ticket. 
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as it’s being 
royally done right now by 


Seleoy, ' 
pHi 30 @ by : 
Hen, ig 71,3 —" fons: 


=) BASIL RATHBONE: ANITA LOUISE 


aeivile « Cooper ¢ Isabel Jeans - Morris — Victor Kilian - An Anatole Litvak Prod’n ad 
Screen Play by Casey Robinson Adapted from the Play by Jacques Deval+ English Version by Rober rt E. Sherwood: Music by Max Steiner 
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PICTURES VARIETY 21 
a mranenma ———— 
(For information of theatre and film é xchange hor rke 12% V ARIETY pre sents a comple fe chart of fe ature re lease ¢ of all the Amer can distri butting Companies for 
the current quarterly period. Date of the reviews as given in Variety and the runing timed of prints are included.) 
COP RREGIE, vandhal BY VARIETY, INC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED 
WEEK WHEN 
OF TITLE PRODUCER DISTRIB. TYPE TALENT DIRECTOR TIME REVIEWED 
RELEASE MINS. BY VARIETY 
29 37 TEAPPED BY G MEN Col Col Melodram ack Holt-Wynne Gibson Louis D. Collins 63 11/190 
10 TEX Ris ae Bes SCOUTS E. Finney GN tata " tex Mitter Ray Taylor 66 11/3 
PI erg Sa B. H. Hyman MGM Hist-Rom Garbo-Charles Boyer Clarence Brown 115 10/27 
THIS WAY PL yee Lon Young Mono Drama M. Stone-T. Walker Kar! Brown 61 10/27 
eure Quaa i Mel Shauer Par Musical Buddy Rogers-B. Grable Robt. Florey 73 9/13 
-f ; i A. Lewis EKO Com-Dr B. Meredith-Ann Sothern Joseph Santley 64 10/13 
RIDIN’ THE LONE TRAIL A. W. Hackel Rep Western Bob Steele Sam Newfield 34 11/3 
ALI BABA GOES TO TOWN L. Schwab 20th Musical Cantor-T. Martin-J. Lang David Butler 80 10/20 
WESTLAND CASE L. Fox-S. Starr U Mystery P. Foster-Carol Hughes C. Cabanne 62 10/6 
THE GREAT ) Cae M. LeRoy wB Drama Brian Aherne-de Haviland James Whale 95 9/29 
5 37 SWING IT, SAILOR D. Diamond GN pay Dr W. Ford-J. Jewell Ray Cannon 63 11/10 
- THE FIREFLY H. Stromberg MGM Musical J. MacDonald-A. Jones R. Z. Leonard 140 7/28 
DANGER VALLEY R. N. Bradbury Mono Western Jack Randall R. N. Bradbury 
HOLD ’EM, NAVY Par Par Football Lew Ayres-M. Carlisle K. Neumann 62 1/10 
FIGHT FOR YOUR LADY A. Lewis RKO Com-Rom J. Boles-L. Lupino Ben Stoloff 67 19/20 
PORTIA ON TRIAL A. E. Levoy Rep Rom-Dr W. Abel-F. Inescort G. Nicholas, Jr 72 11/10 
DANGER, LOVE AT WORK H. Wilson 20th Com-Rom A. Sothern-J. Haley O. L. Preminger 81 12/1 
GIRL WITH IDEAS Ed. Grainger U Com-Rom W. Pidgcon-W. Barrie Sylvan Simon 70 11/3 
ALCATRAZ ISLAND Cosmo WB Melodrama John Litel-A. Sheridan Wm. McGann 64 10/13 
11 12 37 MR. BOGGS STEPS OUT Ben Pivar GN Com- Dr S. Erwin-H. Chandler G. Wiles 67 
THE LAST GANGSTER MGM MGM Drama EZ. G. Robinson-R. Stradner E. Ludwig 81 11/10 
THE BARRIER H. Sherman Par Outdoor L. Carrille-J. Parker Les Selander 99 11/3 
LIVING ON LOVE M. Cohen RKO Com-Rom W. Bourne-J. Dunn Lew Landers 66 11/3 
SPRINGTIME IN ROCKIES S. C. Siegel Rep Western G. Autry-P. Rawles Joe Kane 80 11/24 
DANGEROUSLY YOURS Sol Wurtzel 20th Rom-Dr C. Romero-P. Brooks M. St. Clair se 10/20 
MURDER ON DIAMOND ROW A. Korda UA Melodrama E. Lowe-S. Shaw-A. Todd W. K. Howard 75 11/17 
MERRY-GO-ROUND OF ‘38 B. G. DeSylva U Musical B. Lahr-B. House-Auer trv. Cummings 90 10/27 
ADVENTUROUS BLONDE Bryan Foy WB Com-Rom G. Farrell-B. MacLane F. McDonald 68 12/1 
11/19/37 HOLLYWOOD ROUNDUP Col Col Western Buck Jones Ewing Scott 
FRONTIER TOWN Ed Finney GN Western Tex Ritter Ray Taylor 
NAVY BLUE AND GOLD S. Zimbalist MGM Football R. Young-L. Barrymore Sam Wood 95 1/17 
NIGHT CLUB SCANDAL Par Par Mystery J. Barrymore-Overman Ralph Murphy 72 12/22 
DAMSEL IN DISTRESS P. 8S. Berman RKO Musical Astaire-Burns and Allien Geo. Stevens 100 11/24 
THE GUN RANGER A. W. Hackel Rep Western Bob Steele-E. Stewart S. Newfield 
THE DUKE COMES BACK H. Schlom Rep Rom-Dr A. Lane-H. Angel-G. Tobin I. Pichel 64 12/8 
SECOND HONEYMOON R. Griffith 20th Com-Rom T. Power-L. Young Walter Lang 75 11/10 
52ND STREET W. Wanger UA Musical K. Baker-P. Patterson-Carrille H. Young 80 10/8 
IT’S LOVE I'M AFTER H. J. Brown wB Comedy L. Howard-B. Davis Archie Mayo 90 7/21 
11/26/37 SHE MARRIED AN ARTIST S. Buchman Col Comedy Boles-Luli Deste M. Gering 
THOROUGHBREDS DON’T CRY H. Rapf MGM Com-Rom R. Sinclair-M. Reoney J. W. Rubin 20 11/17 
COUNTY FAIR E. B. Derr Mono Rom-Com J. F. MacDenald-M. L. Lender’ UH. Bretherton 71 11/24 
EBB TIDE L. Hubbard Par Drama O. Homolka-F. Farmer Jas. Hogan $1 10/13 
TEXAS TRAIL Harry Sherman Par Western W. Boyd-J. Allen Dave Sellman 58 12/22 
HIGH FLYEES Lee Marcus RKO Comedy Wheeler-Woolsey Eddie Cline 70 11/10 
WILD HORSE RODEO S. C. Siegel Rep Western 3 Mesquiteers Geo. Sherman ; 
45 FATHERS John Stone 26th Comedy J. Withers-T. Beck Jas. Tinling 7h 12/15 
DINNER AT THE RITZ R. T. Kane 20th Rom-Dr Annabella-P. Lukas H. D. Schuster 15 11/10 
NOTHING SACRED D. O. Selznick UA Comedy Lembard-F. March Wm. Wellman 715 12/1 
SOME BLONDES ARE DANGEROUS E. M. Asher U Com-Dr W. Gargan-D. Kent Milt Carruth 65 11/10 
SUBMARINE D-1 L. Edelman ws Rom-Com P. O’Brien-D. Weston Lloyd Bacon 100 11/17 
12/3/37 ALL-AMERICAN SWEETHFART W. MacDonald Col Rom-Com S. Colton-P. Farr L. Hillyer 62 12/8 
BEG, BORROW OR STEAL Joe Cohn MGM Comedy J. Beal-F. Rice-F. Morgan W. Thiele 70 12/1 
BLOSSOMS ON BROADWAY B. P. Schulberg Par Com-Rom E. Arnold-S. Ress-Trent Richard Wallace 85 LL/17 
TAKING THE TOWN M. Cohen RKO Comedy Fred Stone-D. Vaughan Edw. Killy 
GLAMOROUS NIGHT W. C. Mycroft Rep Musical M. Ellis-O. Kruger B. D. Hurst 
BIG TOWN GIRL Milton Feld 20th Melodrama C. Trevor-D. Woods Alfred Werker 46 11/10 
PRESCRIPTION FOR ROMANCE E. Grainger U Com-Rom W. Barrie-K. Taylor S. S. Simon 64 12/22 
FIRST LADY H. J. Brown WwE Rom-Com K. Francis-P. Foster Stan Logan 82 9/1 
12/10/37 HEADIN’ EAST L. G. Leonard Col Western Buck Jones Ewing Scott 66 12/29 
THE SHADOW W. MacDonald Col Melodrama R. Hayworth-C. Quigley C. C. Coleman,Jr. 57 12/22 
YOU’RE ONLY YOUNG ONCE Harry Rapf MGM Comedy L. Stone-C. Parker C. Dorian 80 
LOVE ON TOAST E. Cohen Par Rom-Com J. Payne-S. Ardler E. A. Dupont 65 12/22 
DANGER PATROL Maury Cohen RKO Melodrama S. Eilers-J. Beal Lew Landers 59 11/24 
BORROWING TROUBLE Max Golden 20th Comedy J. Prouty-S. Byington Frank Strayer 60 11/17 
ADVENTURE’S END U U Spectacle J. Wayne-D. Gibson Arthur Lubin 63 11/17 
MISSING WITNESSES Bryan Foy wB Melodrama J. Litel-J. Dale Wm. Clemens 60 12/15 
12/17/37 UNDER SUSPICION Col Col Melodrama J. Holt-K. DeMille L. D. Collins 61 12/22 
NON-STOP NEW YORK GB GB Rom-Mel Anna Lee-J. Loder R. Stevenson 12 9/29 
ROMANCE OF ROCKIES R. N. Bradbury Mono Western Tom Keene-B. Wallace R. N. Bradbury 
BORN TO THE WEST Par Par Western J. Wayne-J. M. Brown Chas. Barton 50 
COLORADO KID A. W. Hackel Rep Western Bob Steele-M. Weldon Sam Newfield 
SHE LOVED A FIREMAN Bryan Foy WwB Com-Dr D. Foran-A. Sheridan John Farrow 57 11/17 
12/24/37 LL TAKE ROMANCE E. Riskin Col Musical Grace Moore-M. Douglas Edw. Griffith 85 12/22 
LOOK OUT FOR LOVE Herb Wilcox GB Rom-Dr A. Neagle-T. Carminati H. Wilcox 
ROSALIE Wm. A. McGuire MGM Musical N. Eddy-F. Powell-Bolger W.S. Van Dyke 123 12/22 
TELEPHONE OPERATOR Lon Young Mono Rom-Dr J. Allen-G. Withers S. Pembroke 
TRUE CONFESSION Albert Lewin Par Comedy C. Lombard-MacMurray Wesley Rugzgies a5 11/24 
HITTING A NEW HIGH J. L. Lasky RKO Musical L. Pons-J. Howard-Oakle Raoul Walsh 80 12/1 
THANK YOU, MR. MOTO Sol Wurtzel 20th Mystery P. Lorre-J. Regan Norman Foster 66 
THE HUBRICANE S. Goldwyn UA Drama Jon Hall-D. Lamour-M. Astor John Ford 110 11/10 
YOU'RE A SWEETHEART B. G. DeSylva U Musical A. Faye-G, Murphy David Butler 97 12/15 
oe TOVARICH Robt. Lord WwB Drama C. Colbert-C. Boyer Anatole Litvak 94 12/3 
12 31/37 OUTLAWS OF PRAIRIE H. L. Decker Col Western C. Starrett-I. Meredith Sam Nelson 
WOMEN IN PRISON W. MacDonald Col Meller W. Cahoon-S. Colton Lam Hillyer 
BAD MAN OF BRIMSTONE Harry Rapf MGM Football J. Stewart-R. Young J W. Rubin 
WELLS FARGO Frank Lloyd Par Rom-Dr J. McCrea-B. Burns-F. Dee Frank Lloyd 115 12/8 
WISE GIRL Edw. Kaufman RKO Rom-Dr. M. Hopkins-R. Milland Leigh Jason 70 12/29 
LADY, BEHAVE! A. E. Levoy Rep Rom-Dr S. Eilers-N. Hamilton Lloyd Corrigan 68 12/29 
LOVE AND HiSSES K. MacGowan 20th Musical Winchell-Bernie-Simon Sid Lanfield 99 12/22 
INTERNATIONAL SPY Trem Carr U Meller Wm. Hall-E. Ralston J. Lewis 
THE SPY RING Trem Carr U Mystery W. Hall-J. Wyman-J, Carlton J. Lewis 
SERGEANT MURPHY Bryan Foy WB Drama R. Regan- M. Maguire B. R. Eason 62 12/22 
1/7/38 MAN-PROOF L. D. Lighton MGM Com-Dr. Loy-R. Russell-Tone R. Thorpe 80 12/15 
BULLDOG DRUMMOND’S REVENGE Par Par Mystery J. Barrymore-L. Campbell Louis King 55 12/22 
CRASHING HOLLYWOOD Cliff Reid RKO Comedy Lee Tracy-J. Woodbury Lew Landers 60 12/29 
CITY GIRL Sol Wurtzel 20th Rom-Dr P. Brooks-R. Cortez-E. Muir Alfred Werker 68 
TARZAN’S REVENGE Sol Lesser 20th Outdoor G. Morris-E, Holm D. R. Lederman 
1 14/38 NO TIME TO MARRY Nat Terris Col Com-Rom M. Astor-R. Arlen Harry Langdon 
THREE MEN IN THE SNOW S. Zimbalist MGM Comedy F. Morgan-F. Riee-R. Young Eddie Buzzell 
EVERY DAY’”S A HOLIDAY E. Cohen Par Comedy Mae West-E. Lowe A. E. Sutherland 80 12.29 
EVERYBODY’S DOIN’ IT Wm. Sistrom RKO Rom-Com P. Foster-S. Eilers C. Cabanne 
HEADLINE HUNTRESS Sol Wurtzel 20th Rom-Com G. Stuart-M. Whalen Jas. Tinling 
HAWAIIAN BUCKAROO Sol Lesser 20th Outdoor Smith Ballew D. R. Lederman 
ACTION FOR SLANDER A. Korda UA Drama C. Brook-M. Scott-A. Todd Tim Whelan 
THE JURY’S SECRET E. Grainger U Meller F. Wray-K. Taylor Ted Sloman 
aes HOLLYWOOD HOTEL Sam Bischoff WB Mus ical D. Powell-F. Langford | Rusby Be rkeley 100 12/22 
1 21 38 LITTLE MISS ROUGHNECK W. MacDonald Col C om-Rom E. Fellows-L. Carrillo Aubre “y Scotto ~~ 
SAILING ALONE GB GB Musical J. Matthews-J. Whiting Sonnie Hale 
EVERYBODY SING Harry Rapf MGM Musical F. Brice-A. Jones-J. Garland E. L. Marin 
THRILL OF A LIFETIME Miss Fanchon Par Musical J. Canova-Yacht Club Boys G. Archainbaud 2? mow 
PAROLED TO DIE A. W. Hackel Rep Western Bob Steelse-K. Eliot Sam Newfield 
SALLY, IRENE AND MARY Gene Markey 20th Musical A. Faye-F. Allen-J. Lang Wm. Seiter 
STORM IN A TEACUP A. Korda UA Comedy V. Leigh-R. Harrison Victor Saville 48 ,9 
BORDERTOWN (REISSUE) Robt. Lord Wwe Drama P. Muni-B. Davis Archie Mayo 89 1/29/35 
eae A STRANGE HONEYMOON Bryan Foy WB Drama B. Karloff-M. Wilson John Farrow : 
1/28 38 START CHEERING Nat Perrin Col Musical W. Connolly-J. Durante A. S. Rovell ithe 
MANNEQUIN Joe Manckiewicz MGM Rom-Dt J. Crawford-S, Tracy Frank B orza ie 9? 12/99 
PARTNERS OF PLAINS Harry Sherman Par Western W. Boyd-Gwen Gaze Le Ae Ya Ha ae 
HAWAII CALLS Sol Lesser RKO Musical B. Breen-!. S. Cobb Ed. Cline 
CHARLIE CHAN AT MONTE CARLO John Stone 20th Mystery W. Oland-V. Field Sasene Borde 7 12 99 
BLACK DOLL Irving Starr U Mystery N. Greyv-D. Woods-E. Kennedy O. H. P. Garrett * an 
SWING YOUR LADY Sam Bischof! WB Comedy H. Bogart-L. Fazenda Ray Enright 
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STB) PAV KOLO) DRE (OMM DIB 


is a cinch.to cop new box-office records— —a knockout 
show for any man’s theatre!”—Hollywood Reporter | 





“Push 


HOLLYWOOD HOTEL 


for all it’s worth - ~it’s a picture that’s headed for top 
- grosses everywhere!” —Motion Picture Daily 


HOLLYWOOD HOTEL 


is smash entertainment with box-office draw from 
first-runs to the smallest theatres!” — Variety 


“,.. Lhere’s no room for doubt that 


HOLLYWOOD HOTEL 


will Ths up to its billing and beyond!” —Motion Picture Herald 








DICK POWELL @ (> BENNY GOODMAN 
ROSEMARY LANE “Qe = & HIS SWING BAND 
HUGH HERBERT ae Directed by BUSBY BERKELEY 


ee a ee “nd Mair a= A fet Man Poe 
JOHNNIE DAVIS ALAN MOWBRAY 


MABEL TODD - ALLYN JOSLYN + EDGAR KENNEDY P a Gap 


THE HOLLYWOOD Packed with Hit-Paraders by Dick Whiting 
HOTEL PROGRAM and Johnny Mercer, composers of 


“Have You Got Any Castles?” 
-= “I'VE HITCHED MY WAGON TO A STAR” - “SILHOUETTED 


LOUELLA PARSONS £ 4 #1 TRE MQULIONT” “LET THAT BE A LEESON TO YOO" 
FRANCES LANGFORD « JERRY COOPER 9 ‘ i 


“HOORAY FOR HOLLYWOOD” + “CAN'T TEACH MY 
KEN NILES - DUANE THOMPSON OLD HEART NEW TRICKS” - “PVE GOT A HEARTFUL 





Screen Play by Jerry Wald, Maurice Leo and 


RAYMOND PAIGE & HIS ORCHESTRA 


HOLLYWOOD HOTEL 


is Warner Bros. Answer to the Exhibitors’ Dream!” 
—Hollywood Reporter 


OF MUSIC” - “SING YOU SON OF A GUN” 
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Advance Production Chart 





Hollywood, Dec. 28, 
Production activity in the Hollywood plants maintatined its level of past 
feu months, although there was a slight slackening in pace in anticipation 
ew 


of the holidays. With the season close to the half-way mark, studios still 
have a slight distance to go before catching up with number of pictures 
promised. 





Columbia 


Now Balance te 


Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in 
of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras __ tion 

40 13 2 8 18 ; 
patureS ...6. eeeee > 
Speaterial ececccece 22 5 0 3 12 2 
David Loew....-.- ° 2 0 l 0 1 i 
Total ..cccccese ° 64 18 2 il 29 5 


Pictures now in the cutting rooms or awaiting previews are: 

‘WOMEN IN PRISON,’ formerly titled ‘FORGOTTEN WOMEN,’ pro- 
duced by Wallace MacDonald for Irving Briskin unit, directed by Lambert 
Hillyer, original by Mortimer Braus; screen play by Saul Elkins; photo- 
sraphed by Benjamn Kline. Cast: Sara Padden, Wyn Cahoon, Scott Colton, 
Mavo Methot, Barbara Weeks, Arthur Loit, Bess Flowers 

‘SQUADRON OF HONOR,’ formerly titled ‘AMERICAN LEGION,’ pro- 
duced by Ralph Cohn; directed by C. C. Coleman, Jr., original by Martin 
Mooney; screen play by Michael Simmons; photographed by Lucien 
Ballard. Cast: Don Terry, Mary Russell, Robert Warwick, James Holly- 
wood, George McKay. 

‘WHO KILLED GAIL PRESTON?’ formerly titled ‘MURDER IN SWING- 
TIME,’ produced by Ralph Cohn for the Irving Briskin unit; directed by 
Leon Barsha; original by Fred Pedersen; screen play by Robert Kent and 
Henry Taylor; photographed by Henry Freulich. Cast: Don Terry, Wyn 
Cahoon, Robert Paige, Rita Hayworth, John Gallaudet, Gene Morgan. 





‘OUTLAWS OF THE PRAIRIE,” formerly titled ‘SINGING RANGERS,’ | 


produced by Harry L. Decker for Irving Briskin unit; directed by Sam 


Charles Starrett, Iris Meredith, Donald Grayson, Dick Curtis. 

‘LITTLE MISS ROUGHNECK,’ formeriy titled ‘WONDER CHILD,’ pro- 
duced by Wallace MacDonald for the Irving Briskin unit; directed by 
Aubrey Scotto; original by Fred Niblo, Jr., and Grace Neville; screen play 
by Niblo, Miss Neville and Michael Simmons; photographed by Benjamin 
Kline. Cast: Edith Fellows, Leo Carrillo, Margaret Irving, Scott Colton, 
Inez Palange, Jacqueline Wells. 

‘PENITENTIARY.’ formerly titled ‘CRIMINAL CODE,’ produced by 
Robert North; directed by John Brahm; from play by Martin Flavin; screen 
play by Seton I. Miller and Fred Niblo, Jr. Cast: Walter Connolly. 

‘LAND RUSH DAYS,’ produced by Larry Darmour; directed by Joseph 
Levering; original story and screen play by Nate Gatzert; photographed by 
Brown, Jr. Cast: Jack Luden, Eleanor Stewart, Harry Woods, 
Lafe McKee, Buzz Barton, Bud Osborne, Cactus Mack, Tuffy (canine), Slim 
Whittaker, Francis Walker. ye 

‘LONE RIDER,’ produced by Harry L. Decker for Irving Briskin unit; 
directed by Sam Nelson; original by Folmer Blangsted; screen play by Ed. 
Earl Repp; photographed by John Boyle. Cast: Charles Starrett, Iris 
Meredith, Donald Grayson, Dick Curtis, Allen Brook, Sons of the Pioneers. 

‘ALL WERE ENEMIES,’ formerly titled ‘A DANGEROUS AFFAIR,’ 
produced by Larry Darmour; directed by Lewis D. Collins; original by 
Howard Green; screen play by Jefferson Parker; photographed by James 
Brown. Cast: Jack Holt, Beverly Roberts, Craig Reynolds, Douglas Wood, 
Spencer Charters, Maurice Cass, Marjorie Gateson, Tom Kennedy, Corbet 
Morris, Dorothy Appleby, Gilbert Emery, John Wray, Sheila Bromley, 
Tully Marshall, Greta Meyer. ; wk 

‘CAMPUS MYSTERY,’ produced by Ralph Cohn for the Irving Briskin 
unit; directed by Lambert Hillyer; original screen play by Ear] Felton; no 
photographer credit. Cast: Scott Colton, Mary Russell, Frank C. Wilson, 
Phillip Ahn, J. Farrell MacDonald, Arthur Loft, Nick Lukats. i 

‘YOU CAN’T WIN,’ produced by Wallace MacDonald for the Irving 
Briskin unit; directed by C. C. Coleman, Jr.; screen play by Arthur T. 
Horman; photographed by Henry Freulich. Cast: Don Terry, Jacqueline 
Wells, Robert Paige, Gene Morgan, Thurston Hall, George McKay, 

Columbia Pix Now in Production 


‘WIDE OPEN FACES,’ David L. Loew production; associate producer 
Fdward Gross; directed by Kurt Neumann; screen play by Joe Bigelow; 
photographed by Paul Vogel. Cast: Joe E. Brown, Alison Skipworth, Lyda 
Roberti, Jane Wyman, Alan Baxter, Barbara Pepper, Lucien Littlefield, 
Sidney Toler, Burton Churchill, Stanley Fields, Joe Downing, Walter Wills, 
Dick Rich. 

‘THE LONE WOLF,’ produced by Wallace MacDonald; directed by Al 
Rogell; original by Louis Joseph Vance; screen play by Arthur T. Horman. 
Cast: Francis Lederer, Frances Drake, Walter Kingsford, Leona Maricle, 
Albert Van Dekker, Bess Flowers, Roger Gray, Eddie Featherspon. 

‘CRIME OF THE YEAR,’ produced by Ralph Cohn for the Irving Bris- 


kin unit; directed by Danny Dare; original by Harold Shumate; screen’ 


play by Lee Loeb. Cast: Robert Paige. Jacqueline Wells, Pat Flaherty, 
John Gallaudet, Dick Curtis, Arthur Loft, Jonn Tyrrell, Jimmy Millican, 
Bill Lally. 


Grand National 


Now Balance to 


Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in 
of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 
he, ee 4 ll 0 1 § 
WOMCERS 2 .cccccee 22 4 0 1 17 1 
OEE Wasddane sans 65 15 0 2 48 6 


Pictures now in the cutting room or awaiting previews are: 

‘KING OF THE SIERRAS,’ Condor picture featuring three horses, Rex, 
Sheik and Thunder; Frank Gayass, associate producer; directed by Arthur 
Rosson; original screen play by Scott Darling; photographed by Tom Gal- 
ligan. Cast: Frank Campeau, Wally Albright, Morgan Brown, Edward 
Peil, Billy Van Every. 

‘THE SHADOW MURDER CASE,’ formerly titled ‘THE SHADOW 
SPEAKS,’ produced by Max and Arthur Alexander; directed by Charles 
Lamont; original screen play by Jack Natteford; photographed by Marcel 
Picard. Cast: Rod LaRocque, Astrid Allwyn, William Van _ Brincken, 
John St. Polis, Thomas Jackson, Oscar O'Shea, William Pawley, Walter 
Bonn, William Moore, Lou Hern, Tenen Holtz, Lloyd Whitlock, Jack Baxley. 


Metro 








Now Balance te 


Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in 

of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 
POONER ascessdces 48 16 3 6 23 5 
Hal Roach.,...... 4 0 2 0 2 4 
WOME dsscccsces 52 16 5 6 25 9 


Pictures now in the cutting rooms or awaiting previews are: 


‘BAD MAN OF BRIMSTONE,’ produced by Harry Rapf; directed by 
J. Walter Ruben; original by Ruben. Cast: Wallace Beery, Raymond Hat- 
ton, Virginia Bruce, Lewis Stone, Bruce Cabot, Larry Doyle, Joseph 
Calleia, Guy Kibbee, Warren Hymer, Cliff Edwards, Noah Beery, Sr., 
Arthur Hohl, Robert Gleckler, Olin Howard, Mitchell Lewis, John Qualen, 
Dennie O’Keefe, Guinn Williams, Scotty Beckett, John Wray. 

‘EVERYBODY SING,’ produced by Harry Rapf; directed by Edwin L 
Marin; original story by Florence Ryerson and Edgar Allan Woolf; other 
writer credits net available as yet; photographed by Joe Ruttenberg. Cast: 
Allan Jones, Fanny Brice, Judy Gariand, Billie Burke, Reginald Owen, 
Lynne Carver, Reginald Gardiner, Mary Forbes, Elise Cavonna, Cupid 
Ainsworth, Marie Blake, Helen Troy, Monty Woolley, Adia Kuznetzoff, 
Henry Armetta. 
_ ARSENE LUPIN RETURNS,’ produced by John W. Considine, Jr.; 
Girected by Georce Fitzmaurice; origina! from story by Maurice Leblanc; 


| Thorpe; from novel 


Billie 
Nelson: original by Doris Schroeder; screen play by Ed Earl Repp. Cast: | 





no other writer credits as yet announced; photographed by John Seitz. 
Cast: Melvyn Douglas, Virginia Bruce, Warren William, John Halliday, 
Monty Woolly, George Douglas, Leonard Penn, Nat Pendleton, George 
Zucco, E. E. Clive. } 

‘BENEFITS FORGOT,’ produced by John W. Considine, Jr.; directed by 
Clarence Brown; novel by Honore Willsie Morrow; photographed by 
Charles Lawton. Cast: Walter Huston, James Stewart, Beulah Bondi, 
Charles Coburn, Ted Healy, Charley Grapewin, Guy Kibbee, Ann Ruther- 
ford, Leatrice Joy Gilbert, John Carradine, Arthur Aylesworth, Charles 
Peck, Sterling Holloway 

‘THREE MEN IN THE SNOW,’ produced by Sam Zimbalist; directed by 
Eddie Buzzell: origit.al from novel by Erich Kaestner; no other writer 
credits as yet. Ca Robert Young, Frank Morgan, Florence Rice, Reginald 
Owen, Edna Mae Oliver, Henry Hull, Mary Astor, Herman Bing, Siegfried 
Ruman, Walter Kingsford 

‘LOVE IS A HEADACHE,’ no producer credit; directed by Richard 

, ‘Tv for Her Majesty’ by Lou Heifetz and Herbert 
Klein; no other writer credits as yet. Cast: Glady 
Mickey Rooney, Barnett Parker, Ted Healy, Frank Jenks, Ralph Morgan, 
Virginia Weidler, Fay Holden, Henry Kohler. 
Metro Pix Now in Production 

‘GIRL OF THE GOLDEN WEST,’ produced by William Anthony Mc- 
Guire; directed by Robert Z. Leonard; from the stage play by David 
Belasco; screen play by William Anthony McGuire; photographed by Oliver 
Marsh. Cast: Jeanette MacDonald, Nelson Eddy, Leo Carrillo, Buddy 
Ebsen, Ray Bolger, Le 
Seabury, Billy Bevan, 
Howland, Noah Young. ; 

‘MERRILY WE LIVE,’ (Hal Roach) produced by Milton H. Bren; directed 
by Norman Z. McLeod; original by E. J. Rath, screen play by Eddie Moran 
and Jack Jevne. Cast: Constance Bennett, Brian Aherne, Alan Mowbray, 
3urke, Bonita Granville, Tom Brown, Patsy Kelly, Ann Dvorak, 
Marjorie Rambeau, Philip Reed, Clarence Kolb, Marjorie Kane, Willie Best, 
Paul Everton, Sarah Edwards, Olin Howland, Pat Flaherty, Eddie Hart. 

‘TEST PILOT,’ produced by Louis D. Lighton; directed by Victor 
Fleming; original by Lt.-Com. Frank Wead; photographed by Ray June. 
Cast: Clark Gable, Myrna Loy, Spencer Tracy, Lionel Barrymore, Ted 
Pearson, Arthur Aylsworth, Claudia Coleman, Priscilla Lawson, Virginia 
Grey, Gloria Holden, Samuel S. Hinds, Mary Howard, Joe Donlin, Tom 
Rutherford, Harry Taylor, Brent Sargent. , 

‘MADELON,’ produced by Henry Henigson; directed by James Whale; 
original by Maurice Bagnol. Cast: Wallace Beery, Frank Morgan, Maureen 
O’Sullivan, James Stewart, Cora Witherspoon, Jessie Ralph, Doris Lloyd. 

‘SWISS MISS’ (Hal Roach), produced by S. S. Van Kauren; directed by 
John G. Blystone; no writing credits as yet announced. Cast: Stan Laurel, 
Oliver Hardy, Della Lind, Walter Woolf King, Adia Kuznetzoff, Charles 
Judels, Greta Meyer 


3randon Tynan, Bob Murphy, Victor Potel, Olin 


Monogram © 





Now Balance to 


Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in 
of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 
Features ..cccccces 26 15 1 2 & 5 
WEEE 2060006 d% : 16 6 1 1 8 2 
WE aeadaks cute 42 21 2 3 16 1 


Pictures in the cutting room: 

‘TELEPHONEgOPERATOR,’ produced by Lon Young; directed by Scott 
Pembroke; origmal by John Krafft; screen play by Scott Darling; photo- 
graphed by Gilbert Warrenton. Cast: Judith Allen, Grant Withers, Alice 
White, Warren Hymer, Pat Flaherty. : 

‘SALESLADY,’ associate producer, Ken Goldsmith; directed by Arthur 
Greville Collins; screen play by Marion Orth; photographed by Gilbert 
Warrenton. Cast: Anne Nagel, Weldon Heyburn, Ruth Fallows, Harry 
Davenport, Aileen Carlyle 

‘WEST OF RAINBOW’S END,’ produced by Maurice Conn; directed by 
Alan James; original screen play by Robert Emmett; photographed by 
Jack Greenhalgh. Cast: Col. Tim McCoy, Kathleen Eliot, Mary Carr, 
George Cooper, Walter McGrail, Frank LaRue, Bob Kortman, Edward 
Mordaunt, Jimmy Aubrey, George Chang, 

Monogram Pix Now in Production 


‘MY OLD KENTUCKY HOME’ (Crescent for Monogram), produced by 
E. B. Derr: directed by Lambert Hillyer; original screen play by John T. 
Neville; rhotographed by Arthur Martinelli, Cast: Grant Richards, Evelyn 
Venable, Clara Blandick, Bernadene Hayes, Margaret Marquis, Cornelius 
Keefe, Kitty McHugh, Paul White, Hall Johnson Choir, J. Farrell Mac- 
Donald, Raquel Davido, Mildred Gover. ; 

‘OUT WHERE THE WEST BEGINS,’ produced by Maurice Conn; di- 
rected by J. P. McGowan; original by Stanley Roberts; screen play by 
Roberts and Gennaro Rea; photographed by Jack Greenhalgh. Cast: Jack 
Randall, Luana Walters, Fuzzy Knight, Arthur Houseman, Dick Alexander, 
Ralph Peters, Budd Buster, Kit Guard, Joe Garcia, Norman Phelps, Arlene 
Lesley. 





Paramount 





Now Balance to 


Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in 

of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 
a ee ee 36 20 6 5 5 7 
Harry Sherman... 7 4 0 3 0 1 
Emanuel Cohen... 8 2 0 1 5 6 
B. P. Schulberg 8 8 0 0 0 0 
WHS 260 sehnadad 59 34 6 9 10 14 


Pictures now in the cutting rooms or awaiting previews are: 

‘ROMANCE EN THE DARK,’ formerly titled ‘THE YELLOW NIGHT- 
INGALE,’ produced by Harlan Thompson; directed by H. C. Potter; screen 
play by Frank Partos and Anne Morrison Chapin; based on play by 
Hermann Bahr; photographed by William Mellor. Cast: Gladys Swarth- 
out, John Boles, John Barrymore, Clair Dodd, Fritz Feld. 

‘CASSIDY OF BAR 20,’ produced by Harry Sherman; directed by Les 
Selander; screen play by Norman Houston; original by Clarence E. Mul- 
ford; photographed by Russell Harlan. Cast: Frank Darien, Russell Hay- 
den, Nora Lane, Robert Fiske, John Elliott, William Boyd, Margaret 
Marquis, Gertrude W. Hoffman, Carleton Young, Gordon Hart, Edward 
Cassidy. 

‘THE BUCCANEER,’ produced and directed by C. B. De Mille; photo- 
graphed by Victor Milner; screen play by Edwin Justus Mayer, Harold 
Lamb and C. Gardner Sullivan from Jeanie MacPherson’s adaptation of 
‘Lafitte, the Pirate,’ by Lyle Saxon. Cast: Fredric March, Franciska Gaal. 
Akim Tamiroff. Ian Keith. Walter Brennan, Douglas Dumbrille, Robert 
Barrat, Fred Kohler, Sr., Beulah Bondi, Margot Grahame, Anthony Quinn, 
Hugh Sothern, John Rogers, Hans Steinke, Stanley Andrews, Spring 
Byington. 

‘SCANDAL STREET,’ formerly titled ‘THEY KNEW WHAT HAPPENED,’ 
produced b; general manager's office; directed by James Hogan; screen 
play by Bertram Millhauser and Eddie Welch; based on story by Vera 
Caspary; photographed by Henry Sharp. Cast: Lew Ayres, Louise Camp- 
bell, Porter Hall, Roscoe Karns, Virginia Weidler, Edgar Kennedy and 
Cecil Cunningham, Elizabeth Patterson, Jan Duggan, Laraine Johnson, Lois 
Kent, George Offerman, Jr., Esther Howard, Lucien Littlefield, Fern 
Emmett, Louis Beavers, ‘Alfalfa’ Switzer, 

‘HEART OF ARIZONA,’ formerly titled ‘GUN SMOKE,’ produced by 
Harry Sherman; directed by Les Selander; original by Clarence E. Mul- 
ford; screen play by Norman Houston; photographed by Russell Harlan. 
Cast: William Boyd, George Hayes, Russell Hayden, John Elliott, Billy 


(Continued on page 25) 
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supply of embryo material from N.Y, 
amusement sources.’ 


. Par’s School East 


Paramount has its own school of 
acting in the east to develop folks 
showing greatest possibilities. Metro 
aSsists in coaching or recommends 
some acting school when the can- 
didate only lacks thespian polish. 
Twentieth-Fox has its own director- 
coach on the payroll. RKO also has 


been known to suggest coaching 
when the aspirant shows chance of 
leveloping, Its principal acting 
chool is on the Coast. 

In connection with its work of 
scouting throughout the east, includ- 
ing Philadelphia, Baltimore, Chicago, 
Washington and _ Boston egularly, 
Metro's talent div under Al Alt- 
man’s guidance, has collected a li- 
brary of 600 brief scripts in the last 
15 months suitable for use in screen 
tests. Majority of these are designed 


to bring out the best features of a 
candidate’s possibilities. Such library 
was collected because the depart- 
ment was amazed at the absence of 
Suitable dialog material for use in 
tests. 

Metro’s analysis shows that talent 
scouts watched or interviewed 25,000 


for possible use in pictures, exclusive 
of amateurs. Of this number, -8,000 
were interviewed, 4,000 auditioned, 


and 100 screen-tested (involving 200 
persons altogether). Only 15 were 
sent to the Coast. Metro’s Altman 
claims his company has the highest 
percentage of acceptances in the 
trade in relation to tests made. His 
department tested Joan Crawford, 
Franchot Tone and Igor Gorin among 
others. 

Paramount looked over 15,000 
applicants or applications and sent 
about 300 through its school of act- 
ing, commonly called Star University. 
Of these, about 110 (part of which 
number were in support) were test- 
ed and six sent to the Coast. Boris 
Kaplan, head of the department, 
spent years in the legit play casting 
field before joining Par. 

20th’s Record 


Nearly 11,000 were considered by 
20th-Fox, with 1,000 to 1,500 actually 
auditioned and 100 tested. About 
10°), or 10 of those tested, went to 
the Coast. Joseph Pincus, head of 
talent department, has uncovered or 
aided in finding many of present 
stars, including the Ritz Bros., Sonja 
Henie, Tyrone Power and Don 


Ameche, 
RKO talent department, under 
Arthur Willi, interviewed 800 to 


1,000 in a year’s time; auditioned, 250 
and tested, 30, Of these, 25 were 
sent to Hollywood. 

Among present-day stars first test- 
ed in the east besides those named 
are Sylvia Sidney, Fred MacMurray, 
Frances Langford, Frances Farmer, 
Gladys George, Edna Mae Oliver, 
Spencer Tracy, Jean Muir, Madge 
Evans, Lunt and Fontanne, Helen 
Hayes, James Stewart, Joan Blondell, 
James Cagney and Mae West. 





| Eyeing D.C. Coin 


(Continued from page 1) 











Federal employees a chance to spend 
during the Jong ice season. 

The capital has been growing in 
stature in importance in theatrical 
and legitimate stage circles. Box of- 
fice receipts on both flesh and film 
presentations have climbed up since 
Rooseveltian agencies have overrun 
the capital with payrollers, 

Walter E. O’Hara, who put over 
his dinky Narragansett Park, took 
out an option on the old Fort Ben- 
nings race track in the District of 
Columbia before Gov. Robert Quinn 
of Rhode Island called out the state 
militia, 

Repeated efforts to get legalized 
pari-mutuel wagering have failed, 
but the hope still lingers on—that old 
Bennings will again become the 
scene of the reckless playing and 
reckless gaiety of bygone days. 

Tracks in and around Baltimore, 
which have been drawing the bulk 
of the pony-playing by politicians 
and employees heaved a sigh of re- 
lief when O'Hara’s option was 
dropped. 


MERLE POTTER HONORED 
Minneapolis, Dec. 28, 

Twin City Variety Club and the- 
atre men of city tendered Merle 
Potter a testimonial dinner party 
on the occasion of his 10th anni- 
versary as Journal film and drama 
editor, 

More than 200 film men, theatre 
managers and owners, newspapers 
men and city and state officials ate 
tended 
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The country is fighting-anxious to see it! 


THE NEW UNIVERSAL’S 
SPECIAL FEATURE: 


(Complete ad-publicity service! Trailer 
furnished by National Screen Service!) 


=|USS.PANAY 


EXCLUSIVE SCENES! 
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Produced by CHARLES &. FORD 
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The attack—actual sinking of 
the Panay! 


Abandon ship!—Actual scenes 
of crew going overboard! 


Rescue boat under peril 
reaches shore! 


American refugees signaling 


OTHER HI 


Panic-stricken Americans 
evacuate Nanking! 


-., Bombing and burning of 
ee Re Nanking! 


' Neutral civilians attacked! 


Japanese planes attack 
Panay! 





Snow storm? ) 
Deley Clipper "—. ) | 
San rg ont in mil Pac << an 4 4 
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Califor pr spore 


uni te 
, American A t he, 
four ‘hours 
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THE ONLY 
COMPLETE PIC- 
TURE vv ATTACK 
THAT SHOCKED 
THE WORLD! 













desperately for aid from 
shore! 


Aboard the Panay as it flees 
Nanking up Yangtze River! 


Convoy ships to the rescue! 


Identification of dead— 
rounding up the wandering 
wounded! 


GHLIGHTS! 


Panay returns fire with crew 
manning machine-guns! 


Wounded survivers on shore! 


Survivors fleeing down river 
and through countryside! 


Safe aboard U.S. Flagship 
Augusta in Shanghai! 


PANAY FILM ‘TOO GRAD"~ 


America “~~” 
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(Continued from page 23) 


King, 


Chandler, Leo McMahon. 


‘BIG BROADCAST OF 1938, produced by Harlan Thompson; directed | 
Mitch2ll Leisen; screen play by Walter DeLeon, Francis Martin, and 
lund; based on adaptation by Howard Lindsay and Russel Crouse | 


by 
Ken Eng . : . tee . : E 2 
of story by Frederick Hazlitt Brennan. Cast: W. C, Fields, Martha Raye, 
Dorothy Lamour, Ben Blue, Bob Hope, Shirley Ross, Leif Erikson, Kirsten 
Flagstad, Tito Guizar, Shep Fields, Lynne Overman, Grace Bradley, Rufe 
Davis, Stanley King, Rex Moore, Bernard Punsley, Don Marion, Dorothy 
Howe. 

‘DOCTOR RHYTHM,’ formerly titled ‘THE BADGE OF POLICEMAN 
O'ROON,’ Major Pictures production; produced by Emanuel Cohen; directed 


he Connell; photographed by Charles Lang. Cast: Bing Crosby, Mary 
Carlisle, Beatrice Lillie, Andy Devine, Laura Hope Crews, Fred Keating, 


Sterling Holloway, Rufe Davis. 

‘DEPUTY SHERIFF,’ produced by Harry Sherman; directed by Les 
Selander: original story by Clarence E Mulford, screen play by Arnold 
Belgrade; photegraphed by Russell Harlan. Cast: William Boyd, George 
Haves, Russell Hayden, Gwen Gaze, William Duncan, Walter Long, Paul 
Sutton, Pat O’Brien, Joseph De Stefani, John Beach. 

‘DANGEROUS TO KNOW,’ general office production; directed by Robert 
“lorey:; no writer credits available as yet; photographed by Theodore 
Sparkuhl. Cast: Anna May Wong, Gail Patrick, Akim Tamiroff, Lloyd 
Nolan, Harvey Stephens, Anthony Quinn, Barlowe Borland, Roscoe Karns, 
Porter Hall, Hugh Sothern. 

Paramount Pix Now in Production 

‘COLLEGE SWING,’ produced by Lewis E. Gensler; directed by Raoul 
Walsh: screen play by Walter De Leon and F-ancis Martin, based on adap- 
tation by Frederick Hazlitt Brennan of an idea by Ted Lesser; photo- 
graphed by Victor Milner. Cast: Martha Raye, George Burns and Gracie 
Allen, Bob Hope, Charles Butterworth, Ben Blue, Edward Everett Horton, 
Florence George, Betty Grable, Jackie Coogan, Neil Kelly, Slate Brothers, 
Skinny Ennis, Charles Trowbridge, John Payne, June Ray, St. Brendan’s 
Choristers, Cecil Cunningham, Tully Marshall, Irving Bacon, Jerry Colonna, 
Jerry Bergen. 


‘BULLDOG DRUMMOND’S PERIL,’ formerly titled ‘BULLDOG DRUM- | 


MOND INTERFERES,’ genéral office production; directed by James Ho- 
gan; original by H. C. (Sapper) McNiele; photographed by Harry Fisch- 
beck. | 
mei Reginald Denny, Porter Hall, E. E. Clive, Elizabeth Patterson, Michael 
Brooke, Halliwell Hobbes, Mathew Boulton. 


‘BLUEBEARD’S EIGHTH WIFE,’ produced and directed by 


by Alfred Savoir; photographed by Leo Tover. Cast: Claudette Colbert, 
Gary Cooper, Edward Everett Horton, David Niven, Luis Alberni, Tyler 
Brooke, Herman Bing. 

‘HER JUNGLE LOVE,’ produced by George Arthur; directed by George 
Archainbaud; no other credits available as yet; photographed by Ray Ren- 
nahan. Cast: Dorothy Lamour, Ray Milland, J. Carrol Naish, Lynn Over- 
man, Dorothy Howe, Archie Twitchell, Jonathan Hale, Edward A. Earle. 


‘PROFESSOR BEWARE,’ produced by Harold Lloyd; directed by Elliott | 


Nugent: original by Francis and Marion Cockrell. Cast: Harold Lloyd, 
Phyllis Welch. Raymond Walburn, Sterling Holloway, Lionel Stander, 
Mary Lou Lender, Guinn ‘Big Boy’ Williams, Ward Bond, Spencer Charters, 
Clara Blandick. 

‘STOLEN HEAVEN,’ general office production; directed by Andrew L. 
Stone; screen play by Eve Greene and Frederick Jackson, based on a story 
by Andrew L. Stone. Cast: Gene Raymond, Olympe Bradna, Lloyd Nolan, 
Glenda Farrell, Lewis Stone, Porter Hall, Esther Dale, Joseph Sawyer, 
Ferdinand Gottschalk, Bert Roach, Rolfe Sedan, Hooper Atchley. 


RKO-Radie 





Now Balance te 


» Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in 
of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tien 
Studie ..... e ave 43 17 5 a 17 17 
Condor ..... 00608 6 0 e + 2 
Sel Lesser...ccces 3 1 4 1 1 1 
David Loew...... 2 2 ty) ] € a 
Walt Disney...... 1 1 9 a 6 # 
Se és 55 21 5 5 24 e 


Pictures now in the cutting rooms or awaiting previews are: 


‘CRASHING HOLLYWOOD,’ formerly titled ‘LIGHTS OUT,’ produced 
by Cliff Reid; directed by Lew Landers; play by Paul Dickey and Mann 
Page; screen play by Paul Yawitz and Gladys Atwater; photographed by 
Nick Musuraca. Cast: Lee Tracy, Joan Woodbury, Lee Patrick, Paul Guil- 
rte Riehard Lane, Bradley Page, Tom Kennedy, Frank M. Thomas, Jack 

arson, 

‘EVERYBODY'S DOING IT,’ formerly titled ‘EASY MILLIONS,’ pro- 
duced by William Sistrom; directed by Christy Cabanne; original by George 
Beck; screen play by J. Robert Bren, Edmund Joseph and Harry Segall; 
photographed by Paul Vogel. Cast: Preston Foster, Sally Eilers, Paul Guil- 
foyle, Cecil Kellaway, Lorraine Krueger. ; 

‘HAVING WONDERFUL TIME,’ produced by Pandro S. Berman; directed 
by Al Santell; play and screen play by Arthur Kober; photographed by 
Robert De Grasse. Cast: Ginger Rogers, Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., Richard 
Red’ Skelton, Peggy Conklin, Eve Arden, Lucille Ball. ; 

‘HAWAII CALLS,’ produced by Sol Lesser; directed by Eddie Cline; 
original by Don Blanding; screen play by Wanda Tuchock; photographed 
by Jack McKenzie. Cast: Bobby Breen, Ned Sparks, Raymond Paige, Pua 
Lani, Mamo Clark, Irvin S. Cobb, Gloria Holden, Warren Hull, Herbert 
Rawlinson, Ward Bond. 

‘DOUBLE DANGER,’ formerly titled ‘THE PERFECT ALIBI,’ produced 
by Maury Cohen: directed by Lew Landers; original by Arthur T. 
Horman: screen play by Horman and J. Robert Bren; photographed by 


Frank Redmond. Cast: Preston Foster, Whitney Bourne, Samuel S. Hinds, | 


Donald Meek, Paul Guilfoyle, Cecil Kellaway, June Johnson. 
RKO-Radio Pictures Now in Production 
‘BRINGING UP BABY,’ 


. pede roduced by Cliff Reid; directed by Howard 
+ bebe original by Hagar Wilde: photographed by Russell Metty. Cast: 
ge Hepburn, Cary Grant, Leona Roberts, George Irving, Charles 
“BROW May Robson, Barry Fitzgerald, Walter Catlett, Fritz Feld. 
b ROADWAY AFTER MIDNIGHT,’ produced by Robert Sisk; directed 
Ho Christy Cabanne; original by Ann Jordan; screen play by Lionel 
bury Bre notographed by Nick Musuraca. Cast: Allan Lane, Joan Wood- 
“apen oo Page, Lee Patrick, Gordon Jones, Parkyakarkus. 
Stoloff: O CITY REVELS,’ produced by Edward Kaufman; directed by Ben 
Roy Hi original story by Matt Brooks and Eddie Davis; photographed by 
Brode unt. Ca st: Milton Berle, Bob Burns, Jack Oakic, Vicior Moore, Helen 
THE ‘i Kenny Baker, Ann Miller, Jane Froman, Parkyakarkus. 
Garnett: OY OF LOVING,’ produced by Felix Young: directed by Tay 
Play by bmg story and lyrics by Herbert and Dorothy Fields; screen 
sranies ‘ene Towne and Graham Baker; score by Jerome Kern; photo- 
spied by Joseph Walker 
Alice Brady. G . 
‘VIVACIOUS 


Cast: Irene Dunne, Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., 
uy Kibbee, Lucille Ball, Jean Dixon. 

Stevens: scree LADY,’ produced by Pandro S. Berman; directed by George 
novel by I . F play by Anne Morrison Chapin and Kay Van Riper from 
Fay Bainter Me Wylie. Cast: Ginger Rogers, James Stewart, James Ellison, 
Spencer Char onald Crisp, Virginia Weidler, Jack Carson, Phyllis Kennedy, 
. larters, Ray Mayer, Maude Eburne, Floyd Shackleford, Alec 








raig, 
, Now Balance to : 
Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in 
of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 

Total Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 
Picture, Nees des = - . " 
5 nc . va ° 
‘THE DU Ww in the cutting rooms awaiting preview are: 


KE © > i © . 
Irving Pichet, he prea BACK,’ produced by Herman Schlom: directed by 


vepost story by Lucien Carey; screen play by Adele 


Natalie Moorhead, Dorothy Short, Alden Chase, John Beach, Lane 


Frank Tuttle; original by O. Henry; screen play by Jo Swerling and | 


Cast: John Barrymore, John Howard, Louise Campbell, Nydia West- | 


Ernst | 
Lubitsch: screen play by Charles Brackett and Billy Wilder; based on play | 


| by Allene Corliss; 


ae iy 








Buffington. Cast: Allan Lane. Heather Angel, 
Crehan, John Russell, Chick Chandler, Selmer Jackson. 

‘ZORRO RIDES AGAIN,’ (serial) produced by Sol Siegel: 
William Witney and Jack English; original 
; Cauley. Cast: Duncan Renaldo, John 
| Alexander, Roger William, Reed Howes 
_'NEWS IN THE AIR,’ produced by Armand Schaefer: directed by Nick 
Grinde: original screen play by Weliyn Totman and Jack Townley; photo- 
graphed by Ernest Miller. Cast: Wallace Ford, June Travis, Dean Jagger. 
Arthur Lake, Syd Saylor. 


screen play by Johnson Mc- 
Carroll, Elsa Christian, Richard 


‘WILD HORSE KODEO,’ produced by Sol Siegel: directed by George 
Sherman; original by Gilbert Wright; screen play by Betty Burbridge 


Cast: Bob Livingstone, Max Terhune, Ray Corrigan 
‘OUTSIDE OF PARADISE,’ produced by Harry Saube1 


iD ; directed by John 
Auer; original by Harry Sauber; screen play by Saubei 


; photographed by 


| Jack Marta. Cast: Phil Regan, Dorothy McNulty, Bert Gordon, Ruth 
; Coleman, Joe E. Marks, Cliff Nazarro, Lynd Hays, Renie Riano, Mary 
Forbes, Holmes Herbert. 

‘OLD BARN DANCE,’ produced by Sol Siegel: directed by Joe Kane: 
original by Bernard McConville, screen play by Charles Fran¢ Royal and 
Oliver Drake; photographed by Ernie Miller. C Gene Autry, Smiley 
Burnette, Colorado Hill Billies, Helen Valkis, Sammy McKim, Earl Hodgins, 
Jack Rockwell, Raphael Bennett, Frankie Marvin, Buck Spence1 


Republic Pix Now in Production 


‘THE LONE RANGER,’ (serial) produced by Sol Siegel: directed by 
William Witney and Jack English; screen play by Barry Shipman, Franklin | 
Adrian, Ronald Davidson and Lois Eby: from radio serial of same title: 
| photographed by William Nobles. Cast: Lee Powell, Herman Brix, Hal 


Taliaferro, George Letz, Lynn Roberts, Lane Chandler. Chief Thundercloud, 
Edmund Cobb, Tom London, John Merton, Charles King 
‘THE PURPLE VIGILANTES,’ produced by Sol Siegel; directed by 
George Sherman; screen play by Betty Burbridge; photographed by Ernie 
Miller. Cast: Bob Livingston, Ray Corrigan, Max Terhune, Joan Barclay, 
| Frank O’Connor, Edward Cassidy, Dot Farley, Ear! Dwire, Ernie Adams, 
Frankie Marvin. 

‘BORN TO BE WILD,’ produced by Harold Shumate; directed by Joe 
Kane; original screen play by Nathaniel West: photographed by Jack Marta. 
Cast: Ralph Byrd, Doris Weston, Ward Bond, Charles Williams, Robert 
Emmett Keane, Frank Darien, Lew Kelly. 


20th Century-Fox 


Now Balance te 


$$ 


Number Number 


Now in Be Placed Steries in 
of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tien 
Studio .. 52 21 6 5 20 6 
Sol Lesser.. 6 2 0 2 2 2 
| Total ........000% 58 23 6 7 22 8 


Pictures in the cutting rooms or awaiting previews are: 

‘IN OLD CHICAGO,’ Kenneth Macgowan, associate producer; directed by 
Henry King; screen play by Lamar Trotti and Sonya Levien, based on 
story by Niven Busch; photographed by Peverell Marley. Cast: Tyrone 
Power, Alice Faye, Don Ameche, Alice Brady, Andy Devine, Brian Don- 
levy, Tom Brown, Phyllis Brooks, Berton Churchill, June Storey, Paul 
Hurst. Tyler Brooke, J. Anthony Hughes, Gene Reynolds. 

‘REBECCA OF SUNNYBROOK FARM,’ produced by Raymond Griffith; 
directed by Alan Dwan; songs by Lew Pollack and Sidney Mitchell; Mack 
Gordon and Harry Revel; Sam Pokrass and Jack Yellen; Raymond Scott; 
screen play by Karl Tunberg and Don Ettlinger; suggested by the Kate 
Douglas Wiggin story; photographed by Arthur Miller. Cast: Shirley 
Temple, Gloria Stuart, Randolph Scott, Jack Haley, Helen Westley, Alan 
Dinehart, Phyllis Brooks, William Demarest, Slim Summerville, Raymond 
Scott Quintet, Bill Robinson, Dixie Dunbar, The Peters Sisters, J. Edward 
Bromberg, Paul Hurst. 

‘TARZAN’S REVENGE,’ produced by Sol Lesser; directed by D. Ross 
Lederman; original by Edgar Rice Burroughs; screen play by Jay Vann 
| and Robert Lee Johnson. Cast: Glenn Morris, Eleanor Holm, George 
| Barbier, Hedda Hopper, C. Henry Gordon. 

‘HAWAIIAN BUCKAROO,’ produced by Sol Lesser; directed by Ray 
Taylor; original story by Harold Bell Wright; screen play by Dan Jarrett; 
photographed by Allan Thompson. Cast: Smith Ballew, Evalyn Knapp, 
Benny Burt, Harry Woods, George Regas, Pat O’Brien. 

‘HEADLINE HUNTRESS,’ produced by Sol M. Wurtzel; direcied by 
James Tinling; original by Stewart Edward White. Cast: Michael Whalen, 
Gloria Stuart, Lyle Talbot, Jane Darwell, Delmar Watson, Harold Goodwin. 

‘HAPPY LANDING,’ formerly titled ‘HAPPY ENDING,’ produced by 
Dave Hempstead; directed by Roy Del Ruth; original screen play by Milton 
Sperling and Boris Ingster; photographed by John Mescal. Cast: Sonja 
Henie, Don Ameche, Jean Hersholt, Ethel Merman, Cesare Romero, Leah 
Ray, Raymond Scott Quintet, the Peters Sisters, the Condos Brothers, Billy 
Gilbert, Wally Vernon. 

‘LOVE ON A BUDGET,’ associate producer, Max Golden; directed by 
Bert Levy; screen play by Robert Ellis and Helen Logan; photographed by 
Edward Snyder. Cast: Shirley Deane, Spring Byington, Jed Prouty, Alan 
Dinehart, Russell Gleason, George Ernest, Billy Mahn, Marvin Stephens, 
Kenneth Howell, June Carlson, Florence Roberts, Dixie Dunbar. 


20th-Fox Pictures Now in Production 


‘SALLY, IRENE AND MARY,’ produceac by Gene Markey: directed by 
William Seiter; from play by Edward Dowling and Agnes Wood; original 
story by Karl Tunberg and Don Ettlinger; suggested by stage play by 
Edward Dowling and Cyrus Wood; screen play by Harry Tugend and Jack 
Yellen; photographed by Peverell Marley. Cast: Alice Faye, Joan Davis, 
Fred Allen, Gregory Ratoff, Marjorie Weaver, Tony Martin, Louise Hovick, 
Raymond Scott Quintet, Jimmy Durante, Peters Sisters, Barnet Parker. 

‘SHANGHAI DEADLINE,’ produced by Sol M. Wurtzel; directed by 
Eugene Forde; original screen play by Lou Breslow and John Patrick from 
novel by LaSalle Gilman. Cast: George Sanders, Dolores Del Rio, June 
Lang, Peter Lorre, Jean Hersholt, Slim Summerville, J. Edward Bromberg, 
| John Carradine, Keye Luke, Dick Baidwin, Borrah Minevitch and His 
| Gang, Leon Ames, Ruth Terry, Harold Huber, Pedro de Cordoba. 
| ‘GYPSY,’ produced by John Stone; directed by Bruce Humberstone: no 

writing credits as yet; photographed by Edward Cronjager. Cast: Jane 
| Withers, Borrah Minevitch, Rochelle Hudson, Steffi Duna, Robert Wilcox, 
| Paul Stanton. 

‘THE BARONESS AND THE BUTLER,’ produced by Raymond Griffith; 
directed by Walter Lang; screen play by Sam Hellman, Lamar Trotti and 
Kathryn Scola; based on play by Ladislaus Bus-Fekete: photographed by 
Robert Planck. Cast: Annabella, William Powell, Henry Stephenson, 
Gregory Ratoff, Helen Westley, Joseph Schildkraut, J. Edward Bromberg, 
Lynn Bari, Nigel Bruce. 

‘JOSETTE,’ produced by Gene Markey; directed by Allan Dwan: based 
on play by Paul Frank and Georg Fraser; from story by Ladislaus Vadnai; 
photographed by John Mescall. Cast: Simone Simon, Don Ameche, Robert 
Young. Bert Lahr, Joan Davis, Tala Birell, Paul Hurst, Jayne Regan, 

| Lillian Porter, Paul McVey, Zeffie Tilbury. 

| ‘SIX GIRLS,’ produced by Sol M. Wurtzel: directed by Norman Foster; 
no story credits yet announced; photographed by Virgil Miller. Cast: Claire 

| Trevor. Phyllis Brooks, Dixie Dunbar, Leah Ray, Lynn Bari, Jayne Regan. 

' Michael Whalen, Thomas Beck, Douglas Fowley, Robert Kellard, William 

Benedict, Joan Carol, 














United Artists 


Now Balance to 
Number Number 


Now in .3e Placed Stories in 

of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 
Samuel Go-dwyn 6 3 0 2 l 6 
Alexander Korda. 6 0 0 0 6 6 
Selznick 5 2 0 1 ? 4 
Walter Wanger x 2 0 l 5 5 
Chaplin Tih I 0 0 0 1 1 
London Films.... x 1 n) 0 : 8 


Pictures now in the cutting rooms awaiting previews are 
‘1 MET MY LOVE AGAIN,’ produced by Walter Wanver: directed hy. 
Arthur Ripley and Joshua Logan; screen play by David Hertz from novel 
photographed by Hal Mohr. Cast: Joan Bennett. Henry 
Fonda; Dame May Whitty, Alan Marshall, Louise Platt, Alan Baxter,’ Tim 
(Continued on page 
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Genevieve Tobin, Joseph | 


directed by | 


VARIETY 








To Direct UA 


3) 








(Continued from page 


present contracts or obligations with 
United Artists permit. 


Silverstone’s Hope 

Thus such a move could satisfy 
the deep desire of Maurice Silver- 
stone to remain in the States, and 
additionally permit Korda and Gold- 
wyn greater discretion of action for 
themselves. 





Korda wants such freedom of a 
tion He is in a position to obtain 
| financial sponsorship for prod mn 
from American comoanie other 
| than United Arti ind which U. A. 
|i not giving him, and apparently 
cannot give him He has proposi- 
| tion unde consideration unde 
i} which he could make possibly four 
lon more films yearly in England, fot 


jcompanies other than U. A 


Also, additionally Korda has a pro- 
posal, it is understood, under which 
he could make a beneficial interna- 
tional alliance with a principal 
American firm. However, he appears 
to be tied by his present U. A 
tract which has around seven years 
to go, and under which he requires 
consent of the U. A 
| ‘outside’ films. 
| 


cone 


partners to make 


Samuel Goldwyn, it is understood, 
also has a similar proposal. 

With David O. Selznick departing 
from U. A., Goldwyn and Korda are 
the production backbone of the com- 
pany, and the partners are not in- 
clined to grant something to one 
which would also have to be granted 
to the other. Thus, permitting Korda 
an ‘outside’ alliance, even if it does 
not cut into the U. A. association 
which Korda must continue, perhaps, 
the U. A. partners might have to 
give such a privilege also to Gold- 
wyn. That's the rub. 


Understood here that the member- 
partners of U. A. have granted 
Korda such permission on proviso he 
can get Goldwyn’'s assent. 

Also there is something else— 
whether the creation of such a com- 
mittee could be legally and properly 
executed without trespassing on 
the rights of the chief officer and 
executive of the company, Dr. Gian- 
nini, 

Whether he goes for such a deal 
is the most important element in the 
situation. He’s the boss regardless. 


MG and 20th’s Bids 

The understanding is that Metro 
and 20th Century-Fox would con- 
sider an alliance ‘vith Korda, pro- 
viding he can get an okay from 
United Artists for releasing him from 
obligations to that company, as 
neither Metro nor 20th want him tied 
both ways. 


It is further understood that Korda 
tried to obtain permission from U. A. 
to take two films each for Metro and 
20th-Fox, and three for United Art- 
ists, on the premise that such deals 
would bring him additional overhead 
support. So far as known United 
Artists, at the outside, would require 
only three from Korda. 


Korda and Silverstone plane East 
to talk matters over with Sidney R. 
Kent, prez of 20th Century-Fox and 
Nick Schenck, head of Metro. He is 
understood to have had talks already 
with Al Lichtman and _ Darryl 
Zanuck, 

In reference to the reported Gold- 
wyn-Paramount talks, it is under- 
stood that the only way a deal could 
be had would be for Goldwyn to 
completely sever from U. A. and 
turn over all to Par before moving 
over. For a price, of course. That 
looks to be impossible at the mo- 
ment, 





Apt. House Bingo | 





(Continued from page 1) 





use in basements. House gets to- 
gether on pro rata basis, hire cater- 
| ers, maybe even a small band and 


get themselves a night out for as lit- 





tle as $1 a head. Gag promises to 
hit hefty proportions on New Year’s 
Eve. 

Off-the-arm dancing is also cut- 
iting in on established enterpri 
| Pools are shuttered for the winter 
|}months so the rug-cutters strut in 
the comodious locker room City 
| furnishes spot while WPA supplies 
| the tempo All strictly cuffo and 
|runs four hours ni thtly with admis- 
ion restricted to boys over 16 and 
| girls over 18 years of age. There are 
}several of spots scattered over «five 
VOrOULINIS. 
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Produced by CHARLES E&. FORD 


The attack—actual sinking of 
the Panay! 


Abandon ship!—Actual scenes 
of crew going overboard! 


Rescue boat under peril 
reaches shore! 


American refugees signaling 


Panic-stricken Americans 
evacuate Nanking! 


--, Bombing and burning of 
wt Nanking! 


. Neutral civilians attacked! 


Japanese planes attack 
' Panay! 
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COMPLETE PIC- 
TURE 1% ATTACK 
THAT SHOCKED 

THE WORLD! 
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EXCLUSIVE SCENES! 












INGof 
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desperately for aid from 
shore! 


Aboard the Panay as it flees 
Nanking up Yangtze River! 
Convoy ships to the rescue! 


identification of dead— 
rounding up the wandering 
wounded! 


OTHER HIGHLIGHTS! 


Panay returns fire with crew 
manning machine-guns! 


Wounded survivers on shore! 


Survivors fleeing down river 
and through countryside! 


Safe aboard U. S. Flagship 
Augusta in Shanghai! 


PANAY FILM ‘TOO GRAD "~ 


America “~~ 






l 2, See Bae iver Win 
D AMpy 22 OF PANAY CASE: Elwell alter, oadway 
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dvance Production Chart °°: 


(Continued from page 23) 


King. Natalie Moorhead, Dorothy Short, Alden Chase, John Beach, Lane 
Chandler, Leo McMahon. 


‘BIG BROADCAST OF 1938,’ produced by Harlan Thompson; directed 


} Ca uley. 


VARIETY 23 ~ 





— — — 








e Tobin, Joseph 
“ZORRO RiwWeES Au 

Wiliam Witney and Jack 

Cast; -Dantan Rena 

Alexander. Rogtr William, Reed . 
‘NEWS IN THE AIR,’ produged 


Siegel; directed by 
ay by Jonnson Mc- 
“isa Christian, Richard 


_nvand Schaefer: directed by Nick 


| Grinde; origindl scgeen play by Wellyn Totman and Jack Townley; photo- 
| graphed by Ernest’ Miller. Cast: Wallace Ford, June Travis, Dean Jagger. 


by Mitch?ll Leisen; screen play by Walter DeLeon, Francis Martin, and | 


Ken Englund; based on adaptation by Howard Lindsay and Russel Crouse 
of story by Frederick Hazlitt Brennan. Cast: W. C. Fields, Martha Raye, 
Dorothy Lamour, Ben Blue, Bob Hope, Shirley Ross, Leif Erikson, Kirsten 
Flagstad, Tito Guizar, Shep Fields, Lynne Overman, Grace Bradley, Rufe 
Davis, Stanley King, Rex Moore, Bernard Punsley, Don Marion, Dorothy 
Howe. ; 

‘DOCTOR RHYTHM,’ formerly titied ‘THE BADGE OF POLICEMAN 
O’ROON,’ Major Pictures production; produced by Emanuel Cohen; directed 
by Frank Tuttle; original by O. Henry; screen play by Jo Swerling and 
Richard Connell; photographed by Charles Lang. Cast: Bing Crosby, Mary 
Carlisle. Beatrice Lillie, Andy Devine, Laura Hope Crews, Fred Keating, 
Sterling Holloway, Rufe Davis. 

‘DEPUTY SHERIFF,’ produced by 
Selander; original story by Clarence E. Mulford; screen play by Arnold 
3eJgrade; photegraphed by Russell Harlan. Cast: William Boyd, George 
Haves, Russell Hayden, Gwen Gaze, William Duncan, Walter Long, Paul 
Sutton, Pat O’Brien, Joseph De Stefani, John Beach. 

‘DANGEROUS TO KNOW,’ general office production; directed by Robert 
Florey; no writer credits available as yet; photographed by Theodore 
Spnarkuhl. Cast: Anna May Wong, Gail Patrick, Akim Tamiroff, Lloyd 
Nolan, Harvey Stephens, Anthony Quinn, Barlowe Borland, Roscoe Karns, 
Porter Hall, Hugh Sothern, 

Paramount Pix Now in Preduction 

‘COLLEGE SWING,’ produced by Lewis E. Gensler; directed by Raoul 
Walsh: screen play by Walter De Leon and F-ancis Martin, based on adap- 
tation by Frederick Hazlitt Brennan of an idea by Ted Lesser; photo- 
eraphed by Victor Milner. Cast: Martha Raye, George Burns and Gracie 


Harry Sherman; directed by Les 


Allen, Bob Hope, Charles Butterworth, Ben Blue, Edward Everett Horton, | 
Florence George, Betty Grable, Jackie Coogan, Nell Kelly, Slate Brothers, 


Skinny Ennis, Charles Trowbridge, John Payne, June Ray, St. Brendan’s 


Choristers, Cecil Cunningham, Tully Marshall, Irving Bacon, Jerry Colonna, | 


Jerry Bergen. 


‘BULLDOG DRUMMOND’S PERIL,’ formerly titled ‘BULLDOG DRUM- | 


MOND INTERFERES,’ genéral office production; directed by James Ho- 


gan; original by H. C. (Sapper) McNiele; photographed by Harry Fisch- | 


beck. 
man, Reginald Denny, Porter Hall, E. E. Clive, Elizabeth Patterson, Michael 
Brooke, Halliwell Hobbes, Mathew Boulton. 

‘BLUEBEARD’S EIGHTH WIFE,’ produced and directed by 


Cast: John Barrymore, John Howard, Louise Campbell, Nydia West- | 


Ernst | 


Lubitsch; screen play by Charles Brackett and Billy Wilder; based on play | 


by Alfred Savoir; photographed by Leo Tover. Cast: Claudette Colbert, 
Gary Cooper, Edward Everett Horton, David Niven, Luis Alberni, Tyler 
Brooke, Herman Bing. 

‘HER JUNGLE LOVE,’ produced by George Arthur; directed by George 
Archainbaud:; no other credits available as yet; photographed by Ray Ren- 
nahan. Cast: Dorothy Lamour, Ray Milland, J. Carrol Naish, Lynn Over- 
man, Dorothy Howe, Archie Twitchell, Jonathan Hale, Edward A. Earle. 

‘PROFESSOR BEWARE,’ produced by Harold Lloyd; directed by Elliott 
Nugent; original by Francis and Marion Cockrell. Cast: Harold Lloyd, 
Phyllis Welch, Raymond Walburn, Sterling Holloway, Lionel Stander, 
Mary Lou Lender, Guinn ‘Big Boy’ Williams, Ward Bond, Spencer Charters, 
Clara Blandick. 

‘STOLEN HEAVEN,’ general office production; directed by Andrew L. 
Stone; screen play by Eve Greene and Frederick Jackson, based on a story 
by Andrew L. Stone. Cast: Gene Raymond, Olympe Bradna, Lloyd Nolan, 
Glenda Farrell, Lewis Stone, Porter™Hall, Esther Dale, Joseph Sawyer, 
Ferdinand Gottschalk, Bert Roach, Rolfe Sedan, Hooper Atchley. 


RKO-Radio 





New Balance to 


Number Number Now in Be Placed Steries in 
of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 
BUENO. 66csceccese e 43 17 3 4 17 17 
COMES 2 .cccseee . 6 0 a ) ? 
Sol Lesser...cccce 3 1 6 1 1 1 
David Loew..... ° 2 2 ) C) * 4 
Walt Disney....,. 1 1 9 * 8 a 
WORE Sissi sexves 55 21 5 5 24 20 


Pictures now in the cutting rooms or awaiting previews are: 

‘CRASHING HOLLYWOOD,’ formerly titled ‘LIGHTS OUT,’ produced 
by Cliff Reid; directed by Lew Landers; play by Paul Dickey and Mann 
Page; screen play by Paul Yawitz and Gladys Atwater; photographed by 
Nick Musuraca. Cast: Lee Tracy, Joan Woodbury, Lee Patrick, Paul Guil- 
foyle, Richard Lane, Bradley Page, Tom Kennedy, Frank M. Thomas, Jack 
Carson. 

‘EVERYBODY'S DOING IT,’ formerly titled ‘EASY MILLIONS,’ pro- 
duced by William Sistrom; directed by Christy Cabanne; original by George 
Beck; screen play by J. Robert Bren, Edmund Joseph and Harry Segall; 
photographed by Paul Vogel. Cast: Preston Foster, Sally Eilers, Paul Guil- 
foyle, Cecil Kellaway, Lorraine Krueger. 

‘HAVING WONDERFUL TIME,’ produced by Pandro S. Berman; directed 
by Al Santell; play and screen play by Arthur Kober; photographed by 
Robert De Grasse. Cast: Ginger Rogers, Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., Richard 
‘Red’ Skelton, Peggy Conklin, Eve Arden. Lucille Ball. 


‘HAWAIL CALLS,’ produced by Sol Lesser; directed by Eddie Cline: 


original by Don Blanding; screen play by Wanda Tuchock: photographed 
by Jack McKenzie. Cast: Bobby Breen, Ned Sparks, Raymond Paige, Pua 


Lani, Mamo Clark, Irvin S. Cobb, Gloria Holden, Warren Hull, Herbert | Gang 


Rawlinson, Ward Bond. 

‘DOUBLE DANGER,’ formerly titled “THE PERFECT ALIBI,’ produced 
by Maury Cohen; directed by Lew Landers; original by Arthur T. 
Horman;: screen play by Horman and J. Robert Bren; photographed by 
Frank Redmond. Cast: Preston Foster, Whitney Bourne, Samuel S. Hinds, 
Donald Meck, Paul Guilfoyle, Cecil Kellaway, June Johnson, 


RKO-Radio Pictures Now in Production 

‘BRINGING UP BABY,’ produced by Cliif Reid; directed by Howard 
Hawks; original by Hagar Wilde; photographed by Russell Metty. Cast: 
Katharine Hepburn, Cary Grant, Leona Roberts, George Irving, Charles 
Ruggles, May Robson, Barry Fitzgerald, Walter Catlett, Fritz Feld. 

‘BROADWAY AFTER MIDNIGHT,’ produced by Robert Sisk: directed 
by Christy Cabanne; original by Ann Jordan; screen play by Lionel 
Houser; photographed by Nick Musuraca. Cast: Allan Lane, Joan Wood- 
bury. Bradley Page, Lee Patrick, Gordon Jones, Parkyakarkus. 


‘RADIO CITY REVELS,’ produced by Edward Kaufman; directed by Ben | 
Stoloff; original story by Matt Brooks and Eddie Davis; photographed by | 


toy Hunt. Cast: Milton Berle, Bob Burns, Jack Oakie, Victor Moore, Helen 
Broderick, Kenny Baker, Ann Miller, Jane Froman, Parkyakarkus. 

‘THE JOY OF LOVING,’ produced by Felix Young; directed by Tay 
Garnett: original story and lyrics by Herbert and Dorothy Fields: screen 
play by Gene Towne and Graham Baker; score by Jerome Kern: photo- 
graphed by Joseph Walker. Cast: Irene Dunne, Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., 
Alice Brady, Guy Kibbee, Lucille Ball, Jean Dixon. 

‘VIVACIOUS LADY,’ produced by Pandro S. Berman: directed by George 
Stevens; screen play by Anne Morrison Chapin and Kay Van Riper from 
nov el by I. 4. R. Wylie. Cast: Ginger Rogers. James Stewart. James Ellison, 
Fay Bainter, Donald Crisp. Virginia Weidler, Jack Carson, Phyllis Kennedy, 
Spencer Charters, 





| 





} 
| 


Arthur Lake, Syd Saylor. 

‘WILD HORSE KODEO,’ produced by Sol Siegel; directed by George 
Sherman; original by Gilbert Wright; screen play by Betty Burbridge. 
Cast: Bob Livingstone, Max Terhune, Ray Corrigan. 

‘OUTSIDE OF PARADISE,’ produced by Harry Sauber; directed by John 
Auer; original by Harry Sauber; screen play by Sauber; photographed by 


Jack Marta. Cast: Phil Regan, Dorothy McNulty, Bert Gordon, Ruth 
Coleman, Joe E. Marks, Cliff Nazarro, Lynd Hays, Renie Riano, Mary 
Forbes, Holmes Herbert. 

‘OLD BARN DANCE,’ produced by Sol Siegel: directed by Joe Kane, 
original by Bernard McConville, screen play by Charles Francis Royal and 
Oliver Drake; photographed by Ernie Miller. Cast: Gene Autry, Smiley 


Burnette, Colorado Hill Billies, Helen Valkis, Sammy McKim, Ear] Hodgins, 


Jack Rockwell, Raphael Bennett, Frankie Marvin, Buck Spencer 
Republic Pix Now in Production 
‘THE LONE RANGER,’ (serial) produced by Sol Siegel: directed by 


William Witney and Jack English; screen play by Barry Shipman, Franklin 
Adrian, Ronald Davidsor and Lois Eby; from radio serial of same title; 
photographed by William Nobles. Cast: Lee Powell, Herman Brix, Hal 
Taliaferro, George Letz, Lynn Roberts, Lane Chandler, Chief Thundercloud, 
Edmund Cobb, Tom London, John Merton, Charles King. 

‘THE PURPLE VIGILANTES,’ produced by Sol Siegel; directed by 
George Sherman; screen play by Betty Burbridge; photographed by Ernie 
Miller. Cast: Bob Livingston. Ray Corrigan, Max Terhune, Joan Barclay, 
Frank O'Connor, Edward Cassidy, Dot Farley, Earl Dwire, Ernie Adams, 
Frankie Marvin. 

‘BORN TO BE WILD,’ produced by Harold Shumate; directed by Joe 
Kane; original screen play by Nathaniel West; photographed by Jack Marta. 
Cast: Ralph Byrd, Doris Weston, Ward Bond, Charles Williams, Robert 
Emmett Keane, Frank Darien, Lew Kelly. 


20th Cootery-Fex 


Now Balance te 


' Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in 

of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 
Se eras 52 21 6 5 20 6 
Sol Lesser........ 6 2 0 2 2 2 
We ac reaeaanes 58 23 6 7 22 8 


Pictures in the cutting’rooms or awaiting previews are: 

‘IN OLD CHICAGO,’ Kenneth Macgowan, associate producer; directed by 
Henry King; screen play. by Lamar Trotti and Sonya Levien, based on 
story by Niven Busch; photographed by Peverell Marley. Cast: Tyrone 
Power, Alice Faye, Don Ameche, Alice Brady, Andy Devine, Brian Don- 
levy, Tom Brown, Phyllis Brooks, Berton Churchill, June Storey, Paul 
Hurst, Tyler Brooke, J. Anthony Hughes, Gene Reynolds. 

‘REBECCA OF SUNNYBROOK FARM,’ produced by Raymond Griffith; 
directed by Alan Dwan; songs by Lew Pollack and Sidney Mitchell; Mack 
Gordon and Harry Revel; Sam Pokrass and Jack Yellen; Raymond Scott; 
screen play by Karl Tunberg and Don Ettlinger; suggested by the Kate 
Douglas Wiggin story; photographed by Arthur Miller. Cast: Shirley 
Temple, Gloria Stuart, Randolph Scott, Jack Haley, Helen Westley, Alan 
Dinehart, Phyllis Brooks, William Demarest, Slim Summerville, Raymond 
Scott Quintet, Bill Robinson, Dixie Dunbar, The Peters Sisters, J. Edward 
Bromberg, Paul Hurst. 

*‘TARZAN’S REVENGE,’ produced by Sol Lesser; directed by D. Ross 
Lederman; original by Edgar Rice Burroughs; screen play by Jay Vann 
and Robert Lee Johnson. Cast: Glenn Morris, Eleanor Holm, George 
Barbier, Hedda Hopper, C. Henry Gordon. 

‘HAWAIIAN BUCKAROO,’ produced by Sol Lesser; directed by Ray 
Taylor; original story by Harold Bell Wright; screen play by Dan Jarrett; 
photographed by Allan Thompson. Cast: Smith Ballew, Evalyn Knapp, 
Benny Burt, Harry Woods, George Regas, Pat O’Brien. 

‘HEADLINE HUNTRESS,’ produced by Sol M. Wurtzel; directed by 
James Tinling; original by Stewart Edward White. Cast: Michael Whalen, 
Gloria Stuart, Lyle Talbet, Jane Darwell, Delmar Watson, Harold Goodwin, 

‘HAPPY LANDING,’ formerly titled ‘HAPPY ENDING,’ produced by 
Dave Hempstead; directed by Roy Del Ruth; original screen play by Milton 
Sperling and Boris Ingster; photographed by John Mescal. Cast: Sonja 
Henie, Don Ameche, Jean Hersholt, Ethel Merman, Cesare Romero, Leah 
Ray, Raymond Scott Quintet, the Peters Sisters, the Condos Brothers, Billy 
Gilbert, Wally Vernon. 

‘LOVE ON A BUDGET,’ associate producer, Max Golden: directed by 
Bert Levy; screen play by Robert Ellis and Helen Logan; photographed by 
Edward Snyder. Cast: Shirley Deane, Spring Byington, Jed Prouty, Alan 
Dinehart, Russell Gleason, George Ernest, Billy Mahn, Marvin Stephens, 
Kenneth Howell, June Carlson, Florence Roberts, Dixie Dunbar. 


20th-Fox Pictures Now in Production 


‘SALLY, IRENE AND MARY,’ producec by Gene Markey: directed by 
William Seiter; from play by Edward Dowling and Agnes Wood; original 
story by Kari Tunberg and Den Ettlinger; suggested by stage play by 
Edward Dowling and Cyrus Wood; screen play by Harry Tugend and Jack 
Yellen; photographed by Peverell Marley. Cast: Alice Faye, Joan Davis, 
Fred Allen, Gregory Ratoff, Marjorie Weaver, Tony Martin, Louise Hovick, 
Raymond Scott Quintet, Jimmy Durante, Peters Sisters, Barnet Parker. 

‘SHANGHAI DEADLINE,’ produced by Sol M. Wurtzel; directed by 
Eugene Forde; original screen play by Lou Breslow and John Patrick from 
novel by LaSelle Gilman. Cast: George Sanders, Dolores Del Rio, June 
Lang, Peter Lorie, Jean Hersholt, Slim Summerville. J. Edward Bromberg, 
John Carradine, Keye Luke, Dick Baidwin, Borrah Minevitch and His 
. Leon Ames, Ruth Terry, Harold Huber, Pedro de Cordoba. 

‘GYPSY,’ produced by John Stone; directed by Bruce Humberstone: no 
| writing credits as yet; photographed by Edward Cronjager. Cast: Jane 
| Withers, Borrah Minevitch, Rochelle Hudson, Steffi Duna, Robert Wilcox, 
{| Paul Stanton. 
| “THE BARONESS AND THE BUTLER,’ produced by Raymond Griffith; 

directed by Walter Lang; screen play by Sam Hellman, Lamar Trotti and 
Kathryn Scola; based on play by Ladislaus Bus-Fekete; photographed by 
Robert Planck. Cast: Annabella, William Powell, Henry Stephenson, 
Gregory Ratoff, Helen Westley, Joseph Schildkraut, J. Edward Bromberg, 
Lynn Bari, Nigel Bruce. 

‘JOSETTE,’ produced by Gene Markey: directed by Allan Dwan: based 
on play by Paul Frank and Georg Fraser; from story by Ladislaus Vadnai; 
photographed by John Mescall. Cast: Simone Simon, Don Ameche, Robert 
Young, Bert Lahr, Joan Davis, Tala Birell, Paul Hurst, Jayne Regan, 
Lillian Porter, Paul McVey, Zeffie Tilbury. 

‘SIX GIRLS,’ produced by Sol M. Wurtzel; directed by Norman Foster; 
no story credits yet announced; photographed by Virgil Miller. Cast: Claire 
Trevor. Phyllis Brooks, Dixie Dunbar, Leah Ray, Lynn Bari, Jayne Regan, 





| Michael Whalen, Thomas Beck, Douglas Fowley, Robert Kellard, William 
| Benedict, Joan Carol, 


United Avtits 


Now Balance to 


Number Number Now in 3e Placed Stories in 

of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 
Samuel Goldwyn. . G+« >¢4¢ % 2 i 6 
Alexander Korda 6 ~ 0 0 0 6 6 
Selanick ree 5. 2 +86 0 1 2 4 
Walter Wanger. 8 2 9 1 5 > 
Chaplin , Ris 1 Deeg 0 0 1 1 
London Films. ».. 8 if i 3 9 9 7 8 

we > ° ; 5 — = e 

Total $4 4) B- _"* 4 22 30 


c Ray Mayer, Maude Eburne, Floyd Shackleford, Alec 
raig 
Republic 
Now Balance to | 
Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in 
of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- | 
at Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 
Total ... ee * | 3 6 32 24 
Pict 


ures now in the cutting rooms awaiting preview are: 
THE DUKE COMES BACK,’ produced by Herman Schlom: d 


Irvi > rected by 
rving Pichel; Satevepost story by Lucien Carey; 3 


reen play by Adele 


Fonda; Dame May Whitty, Alan Marshall, Louise Platt, Alan Baxter, Tim | s 


Pictures now in the, eutting rooms awaiting previews are: 

‘I MET MY LOVE AGAIN,’ produced by Walter Wanver: directed by 
Arthur Ripley and Joshua Logan; screen play by David Hertz from novel 
by Allene Corliss; photographed by -Hal Mohr. Cast: Joan Bennett, Henry 


(Continued on page 27) 








To Direct UA 


(Continued 








from page 3) 


present contracts or obligations with 


United Artists permit. 


Silverstone’s Hope 
Thus such a move could satisfy 
the deep desire of Maurice Silver- 
stone to remain in the States, and 


additionally permit Korda and Gold- 
wyn greater discretion of action for 
themselves. 


Korda wants such freedom of ac- 


tion. He is in a position to obtain 
financial sponsorship for production 
from American compan 

than United Artists, and whi U. A 
is not giving him, and apparently 
cannot gi him He has proposi- 
tions under consideration under 
which he could make possibly fout 
or more films yearly in England, fot 


companies other than U. A 

Also, additionally Korda has a pro- 
posal, it is understood, under which 
he could make a beneficial interna- 
tional alliance with a principal 
Americar firm. However, he appears 
te be tied by his present U. A. con- 
tract which has around seven 
to go, and under which he requires 
consent of the U. A. partners 
‘outside’ films. 


years 
to make 
Samuel Goldwyn, it is understood, 
also has a similar proposal. 

With David O. Selznick departing 
from U. A., Goldwyn and Korda are 
the production backbone of the com- 
pany, and the partners are not 
clined to grant something to one 
which would also have to be granted 
to the other. Thus, permitting Korda 
an ‘outside’ alliance, even if it does 
not cut into the U. A. association 
which Korda must continue, perhaps, 
the U. A. partners might have to 
give such a privilege also to Gold- 
wyn. That’s the rub. 


Understood here that the member- 
partners of U. A. have granted 
Korda such permission on proviso he 
can get Goldwyn’s assent. 

Also there is something 
whether the creation of such a com- 
mittee could be legally and properly 
executed without trespassing on 
the rights of the chief officer and 
executive of the company, Dr. Gian- 
nini, 


else— 


Whether he goes for such a deal 
is the most important element in the 


situation. He’s the boss regardless. 


MG and 20th’s Bids 
The understanding is that 
and 20th Century-Fox 
sider an alliance \ith Korda, pro- 
viding he can get an okay from 
United Artists for releasing him from 
obligations to that company, as 
neither Metro nor 20th want him tied 
both ways. 


It is further understood that Korda 
tried to obtain permission from U. A. 
to take two films each for Metro and 
20th-Fox, and three for United Art- 
ists, on the premise that such deals 
would bring him additional overhead 
support. So far as known United 
Artists, at the outside, would require 
only three from Korda, 


Korda and Silverstone plane East 
to talk matters over with Sidney R. 
Kent, prez of 20th Century-Fox and 
Nick Schenck, head of Metro. He is 
understood to have had talks already 
with Al Lichtman and_ Darry! 
Zanuck. 

In reference to the reported Gold- 
wyn-Paramount talks, it is under- 
stood that the only way a deal could 
be had would be for Goldwyn to 
completely sever from U. A. and 
turn over all to Par before moving 


Metro 
would con- 


over. For a price, of course. That 
looks to be impossible at the mo- 
ment, 





Apt. House Bingo 





(Continued from page 1) 


use in basements House gets to- 


gether on pro rata basis, hire cater- 


ers, maybe even a small band and 
get themselves a night out for as lit- 
tle as $1 a head. Gag promises to 


hit hefty proportions on New Year's 
Eve. 

Off-the-arm dancing js 
ting in on established enterprises. 
Pools are shuttered for the 
months so the rug-cutters 
the comodious locker 
furnishes spot’ while WPA supplies 
the tempo. All strictly cuffo and 
i; runs four hours nightly with admis- 


also cute 

winter 
strut in 
rooms. City 





ion restricted to boys over..16 and 
Sirls over 18 years of age. There are 
-veral of spots scattered over five 


boroughs. 
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May everything be rosalie for our exhibitor 
friends everywhere in 1938 is the wish of 
all the folks at Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer! 
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Advance Production Chart 





(Continued from page 25) 


Holt, Dorothy Stickney, Florence Lake, Genee Hall, Alice Cavenna. 
‘THE ADVENTURES OF MARCO POLO,’ produced by Samuel Goldwyn; 








| 


directed by Archie Mayo; screen piay by Robert Emmeit Sheryv ood; photo- | 


graphed by Rudolf Mate and Archie Stout. Cast: Gary Cooper, Sigrid 


Gurie, E:inest Truex, Binnie Barnes, Ba.il Rathbone, George Barbier, Lotus | 


Liu, Ferdinand Gottschalk, 


‘THE ADVENTURES OF TOM SAWYER,’ produced by David O. Seiz- 


nick; directed by Norman Taurog; screen play by John V. A. Weaver. from | 


story by Mark Twain; photographed by James Wong Howe and Wilfred 
Cline. Cast: Tommy Kelly, Jackie Moran May Robson, Walter Brennan, 
Ann Gillis, Victor Jory, Mickey Rentchler, Cora Sue Collins. Charles Rich- 
man, Spring Byington, David Holt, Marcia Mae Jones, Margaret Hamilton. 
Philip Hurtic, Erville Alderson, Donald Meek, Nana Bryant, Vict 
Frank McGlynn, Sr. 

‘THE GOLDWYN FOLLIES,’ produced by Samuel Goldwyn: directed by 


or Kilian, 


George Marshall; photography by Gregg Toland: original screen play by 
Ben Hecht. Cast: Kenny Baker, Virginia Verrill, Adolphe Menjou. the 
Ritz Brothers, Helen Jepson, Charles Kullmann, Phil Bak Edg Bergen | 
and Charlie McCarthy, Zorina, Bobby Clar':, Ella Logan, Willi: im Dolla 


George Balanchine's American Ballet, Andrea Leeds 


Universal . 


Now Balance to 
Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in 
of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 
2.) weet 50 17 1 9 23 li 


Pictures in the cutting rooms or awaiting previews: 

‘SUDDEN BILL DORN,’ produced by Buck Jones: directed by Ray 
Taylor; novel by Jackson Gregory; screen play by Frances Guihan. Cast: 
Buck Jon-s, Noel Francis, Frank McGlynn, Sr., Harold Hodge, Ted Adams, 
Kvelyn Bren, Lee Fhelps. 


| 


‘SINGING OUTLAW,’ formerly titled ‘RENEGADE WRANGLERS,’ pro- | 


duced by Trem Carr; directed by Joe Lewis; original screen play by Harry 
O. Hoyt; photographed by Virgil Miller. Cast: Bob Baker, Joan Barclay, 
Fuzzy Knight. 


‘INTERNATIONAL SPY,’ produced by Trem Carr; directed by Joe 
Lewis; original screen play by George Waggner; photographed by Harry 


Neumann, 
wick. 

‘THE JURY’S SECRET,’ formerly titled ‘DEADLOCKED,’ formerly titled 
‘MORE THAN LOVE,’ produced by Edmund Grainger; directed by 
Sloman; original by Lester Cole; screen play by Lester Cole and Newman 
Levy; photographed by Milton Krasner. Cast: Kent Taylor, Fay Wray, 
Larry Blake, Nan Gray, Samuel S. Hinds, Halliwell Hobbes, Jane Darwell, 
Fritz Leiber, Granville Bates, Leonard Mudie, Bert Roach, Virginia Sale, 
Lillian Elliott, John Miller, Henry Hunter. , 

‘THE BLACK DOLL,’ produced by Larry Fox and Irving Starr: directed 


Cast: Williar: Hall, Jane Wyman, Esther Ralston, Robert War- 


by Otis Garrett; screen play by Robertson White from novel by William 
Edward Hayes; photographed by Ira Morgan. Cast: Donald Woods, Nan 


Grey, Edgar Kennedy, C. Henry Gordon, John Wray, Doris Lloyd, Addison 
Richards, William Lundigan. 

‘FLASH GORDON’S TRIP TO MARS,’ (serial) produced by Barney 
Sarecky; directed by Forde Beebe and Robert Hill; original screen play by 


Ray Trampe, Norman S. Hall and Herb Dalmis, based on syndicated 
cartoon strip; photographed by Jerry Ash. Cast: Larry ‘Buster’ Crabbe, 


Ted | 


|ory of Sunday 





Jean Rogers, Frank Shunnon, Charles Middleton, Donald Kerr, Beatrice | 
> , > 


Roberts, Dick Alexander. 

‘BORDER WOLVES,’ produced by Trem Carr; directed by Joseph H. 
Lewis; story and screen play by Norton S. Parker; photographed by Harry 
Neumann. Cast: Bob Baker, Connie Moore, Fuzzy Knight, Dickie Jones, 
Willie Fung, Glenn Strange, Frank Campeau, Oscar O’Shea, Ed Cassidy, 
Jack Montgomery, Dick Dorrell, Arthur Van Slyke, Frank Ellis. 

‘MOUNTAINS ARE MY KINGDOM,’ produced by Henry MacRae; 
directed by Wyndham Gittens; screen play by Eliot Gibbons from nove 


by Stuart Hardy; photographed by Ellwood Bredell. Cast: Noah Beery, Jr.; 


! 





i| 


Frances Robinson, Fred Kohler, Sr.; Robert Barrat, Alonzo Price, William | 


Lundigan. 

‘MIDNIGHT INTRUDER,’ produced by Trem Carr; directed by Arthur 
Lubin; screen play by Lester Cole from novel by Channing Pollock. Cast: 
Louis Hayward, Barbara Read, Sheila Bromley, J. C. Nugent, Eric Linden, 
Pierre Watkin, Robert Greig, Irving Bacon. 

Universal Pic Now in Production 

‘MAD ABOUT MUSIC,’ produced by Joe Pasternak; directed by Norman 
Taurog: original story by Marcella Burke and Frederick Kohner; screen 
play by Bruce Manning and Felix Jackson; photographed by Joseph 
Valentine. Cast: Deanna Durbin, Herbert Marshall, Arthur Treacher, 
Christian Rub. Jackie Moran, Marcia Mae Jones, Nana Bryant, Elizabeth 
Risdon, Helen Parrish, Joan Tree, Martha O'Driscoll. 


Warners 


Now Balance to 


Number *"umber Now in Be Placed Steries in 
ef Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Be‘ore Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 
i eee ee 60 25 3 12 20 22 


Pictures in the cutting rooms or awaiting previews are: 

‘PATIENT IN ROOM 18,’ produced by Bryan Foy: directed by Bobby 
Connolly; original screen play by Mignon Eberhart; photographed by James 
Van Trees. Cast: Ann Sheridan, Patric Knowles, Vicki Lester, Edward 
Mc Wade. 

‘ACCIDENTS WILL HAPPEN,’ produced bv Bryan Fov: directed by 
William Clemens, original screen play by George Bricker, Anthony Colde- 
way and Morton Grant; photographed by Bob Ross. Cast: Ronald Reagan, 
—— Blondell, Addison Richards, Hugh O'Connell, Dick Purcell, Sheila 
3romiley. 

‘WOMEN ARE LIKE THAT,’ formerly titled ‘THIS WOMAN IS DAN- 
GEROUS,’ and ‘RETURN FROM LIMBO,’ produced by Robert Lord: di- 
rected by Stanley Logan; original by A. H. Z. Carr; screen play by Horace 
Jackson; photographed by Sid Hickox. Cast: Kay Francis, Pat O’Brien, 
Alan Mowbray, Gordon Oliver, Ralph Forbes, Herbert Rawlinson, John 
Eldredge, Thurston Hall, Grant Mitchell. 

‘GIRLS ON PROBATION,’ formerly titled ‘TOO MUCH OF EVERY- 
THING,’ produced by Bryan Foy; directed by Arthur Lubin; original screen 
play by Lawrence Kimble, Jean Negulesco and Wally Klein; photographed 
by George Barnes. Cast: Dolores Costello, Bonita Granville, Donald Crisp, 
Donald Briggs, Natalie Moorhead, Lucille Gleason. 

‘PENROD AND HIS TWIN BROTHER,’ produced by Bryan Foy: di- 
rected by William McGann; original screen play by William Jacobs and 
Hugh Cummings: photographed by Arthur Todd. Cast: Billy and Bobby 
Mauch, Spring Byington, Charles Halton, Jackie Morrow, Bennie Bartlett. 
Frank Craven. 

‘DAREDEVIL DRIVERS,’ formerly titled ‘HIGHWAY PIRATES,’ pro- 
duced by Bryan Foy; directed by B. Reeves Eason; original screen play by 


Sherman Lowe; photographed by Ted McCords. Cast: Beverly Roberts, 
Dick Purcell, Gloria Blondell, Charles Foy. 
‘BLONDES AT WORK,’ produced by Bryan Foy: directed by Frai.k 


McDonald; original screen play by Albert Demond; photographed by War- 
ren Lynch. Cast: Glenda Farrell, Barton MacLane, Tom Kennedy, 
Towne, Donald Briggs, Kenneth Harlan, Carole Landis. 

‘GOLD IS WHERE YOU FIND IT,’ produced in 


tosella 


technicolor by Sam 

Bischoff; directed by Michael Curtiz; story by Clements Ripley: screen play 
by Warren Duff and Robert Buckner; photographed by Sol Polito. Cast: 
George Brent, Olivia de Havilland, Claude Rains, Margaret Lindsay, Tim 
Holt. Russell Simpson, John Litel, George Hayes, Pat West. Marcia Ralston 
‘SWING YOUR LADY,’ produced by Sam Bischoff; directed b Yay 
Enright; original by Kenyon Nicholson and Charles Robinson: screen play 


by Joseph Schrank and Maurice Leo: photographed by Arthur Edeson 
Cast: Humphrey Bogart, Dorothy McNulty, Louise Fazenda, Frank Mc- 
Hugh, Allen Jenkins, Eddie Acuff, Nat Pendleton 

‘A SLIGHT CASE OF MURDER,’ produced by Sam B hoff: directed 
by Lloyd Bacon: play by Damon Runyon and Howard Lindsay: sé 
by Joseph Schrank and Ear] Baldwin: photographed by Sid Hickox. Cast: 
Edward G. Robinson, Jene Bryan, Ruth Donnelly. Edward Brop! 
Huber, Wiilard Parker, Allen Jenkins. George E. Stone. John Lite! 


een play 


“MYSTERY OF HUNTING’S END,’ produced by Brvan Foy: associate 
Gordon Hollingshead: directed by Noel Smith: original story by Mignon 


(Continued on page 52) 
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Just Suspicious 
Minneapolis, Dec. 28. 

Century theatre here halted 
exploitation stunt for ‘It's Love 
I'm After’ following com- 
plaints from several irate hus- 
bands whom it had gotten into 
trouble with their wives. Stunt 
consisted of handing out small 
cards reading ‘It’s Love I'm 
After—Bette, Atlantic 6116.’ 
Complainants had stuck them 
in their pockets without first 
perush content and ) 
I f id ind ‘¢ ind set 

ya no 

It was only a ) ) 
figured out that the sa ( 
cerned a fill 
phone number was that f the 
Minnesota Amus Co. that peace 
and harmony were restored to 
the homes invol 

Goes Voodoo 











(Continued from page 1) 
struments The result is 
bedlam, with an 
tue 


musical 
effect on 


hypnotic 


youngsters frequenting the Hick- 
atternoo! 
A circular bar surrounds the 
and the addicts sit 
bar with expressions 
ecstasy to  stupefaction, 
madly hammering the time 
spoons, glasses or hands. And the 
Hickory bar has the most gleaming 


band 


the 


from all 


glasses of any in town, because the 
waiters can’t keep from polishing 


them in time to the music. 
The atmosphere is informal, to put 


it mildly. Sunday (26) one en- 
tranced girl wearing a dress made 
entirely of leather danced about 


among the tables all by herself. Vis- | 


iting musicians bring their instru- 
ments and join the band, 
without invitation. There are n» ar- 
rangements and no written 
It's every man for himself. 
Mr. Marsala, with a 
light in his black eyes, 
that radio is killing creative 
(meaning ‘jam’). The studios 
like to have an orchestra 


notes. 


crusading 


‘ 


go on 


performance is going to be. ‘Pure’ 
swing, says Mr. Marsala, is all im- 
provisation. Therefore you neve! 


hear ‘pure’ swing on the air. 

Toscanini and his colleagues may 
lift horrified brows if they like, but 
Mr. Marsala and his devotees main- 
tain that the voodooistic musical 
commotion known as ‘jam’ is in- 
spired rhythm of the highest type. 
However that may be, it is insidious, 
and even normally sensible people 
have been known to get a wild look 
and an urge to hammer tables, from 
exposure to jam sessions. 





Theatre Changes 





Lincoln. 
City manager Walter B. Shuttee 
here was overnighted to Oklahoma 
City, Okla., to take over the same 
duties with the J. H. Cooper Regal 
Theaters, Inc., replacing Pat Magee, 


who is .gured to hook up with 
Cooper in the N. Y. homeoffice 
Leaves Assistant City Manager Bob 


Huffman in full charge here, pending 
arrival of L. J. Finske. Cooper's di- 


vision manager, from Denver. 
Philadelphia 
Victor Theatre, Allentown, has 
been closed indefinitely 


William Goldman's HiWay Theatre, 
York, switched on the mazdas for 
the first time Dec. 20. 


Hart Theatre, Comerford house in | 


Wilkes-Barre, opens Xmas Day. 


Charlotte, N.C 
started around the 
Palmetto theatre at 


Fire, which 
furnace of the 


| Chester. S. eu operated DV the 
Chester Theatres. Inc.. caused heavy y 
damage 
D 

Rex, Fayai i, Neb llias 4 ’ ( 
Over by Mr. and M Arthur Bet 
len. of Cheyenne, W nm putt 
Hip with L. F. Flowers, of Boul 

Bideawee, Denve! naborhood 
house, has been taken over fron 
Albert Coppell, who has been oper- 
ating it for several montl by Ba 
Wolfe and A. R. Mulock, pa na 
formed the Venus Theat ie 


Faston., Pa 
Strand, for yme time, 1 
mpened Chrigthas, Day, 


closed 


Omaha 
aver, an- 
plan fo. 
complete remodeling of Warner Bre 
Omaha exchange office Work i 
scheduled to begin right after Jan. 1, 
and will require month 
to carry out. 


C. K. Olso brancl 


nounced completion ot 


about two 


about | 
ranging 


with | 


with or | 


complains | 
music | 
don't | 
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air unless they know just what the } 
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--: By Epes W. Sargent 





Save Postage 


Unless a theatre regularly checks | 
its mailing list following the national | 
moving days in May and October, it’s | 


start 
the 


the new yeal 
dead addresses 
to the return 


a good plan to 
by weeding out 

Most managers trust 
postage guarantee to keep 
clear, but this does not always 
ut as expected. Undeliverable 

returned to the theatre, 
1e stencil, but it frequently 


ippens that the weekly program |! 


wrenrk 
WOK 


elivered, though the addressee 
may no longer be receiving mail 
In a typical case a youngster filled 
na request to be put on the mailing 
t Tha fi a igo he 
t ) ) i na ) 1 ( mtn 
eve =, at i st ol ibout fas) 
1 yea In it ) { 1 pel yr 
id 1 ha yut ) Lo Y 
f the time and the pi 
not even opened nce no yne else 
in the family is picture minded. But 


roubles to hand the 
back to the postman, and 
grams keep on coming. 
The best check is the mailing card 
with a return half, which must be 
filled out if the recipient desires to 
be continued on the list A few 
too indolent to go to this 
trouble, but this percentage is small, 
1 the postage saved on the dead 
e ll amount to many time 


the cost of the checkup 


no one t envelope 


the pro 


Ilia y ve 


Charity Angle 
Hershey, Pa. 

Placed in the unusual spot of being 
about three times too big ever to 
| be supported by the town in which 
it is located, the Hershey Community 
theatre has to hunt exploitation ideas 
ijall its own. 

With its support coming from sur- 
rounding towns of Lebanon, Read- 
ing, Harrisburg and Lancaster, each 
of which has plenty of competish of 
its own. Hershey has settled down 
to a steady diet of good will build- 
ers. 
| One of its best stand-bys is 
charity come-on, by which it 
tributes its entire gross for one eve- 
ning to the community chests of the 
draw towns. Latest to participate in 
this is Reading, which received $766 
as a straight donation. Significant 


the 
con- 


fact is that last year the “Reading | 
Day” gross was only about $275. 
Cohen’s Contests 
New Haven. 
3en Cohen has gone contest-con- | 
cious for a couple of pix at the Col- 
lege. First is a newspaper tiein with 


| local sheet on ‘Navy Blue and Gold.’ 


the list} 


mail | 
which can | 


Frisco Nudies 
San Francisco 


In connection with the opening of 
‘Nothing Sacred’ at the United Art- 
sts and Embassy theatres here on 
Christmas Day, Russell Birdwell, 
Selznick International publicity 
chief, staged a parade of scantily at- 
tired femmes riding horseback from 
the ferry building, up Market street 
to the theatres a day before the pic- 
ture opened. The girls all repre 

1 ‘heroines of history.’ All carried 
banners bearing the wor Nothing 
sac { 

| parade comn ) | 
00 b al ec il ol { i 
¢ Lou over tl ha i i ! 

! Th man in q va 
Helen of Tro 

Jean Ac . first Rudolph 
Valentin arrived in town ‘veral 
da bef the opening of ‘Nothing 
Sacred,’ in which he stage her 


comeback in the movie 


Using the Unit 
Charlotte, N. C 
Three Cheers for Rhythm,’ a stage 
. played 


unit the State at Salisbury, 
with the usual quota of attractive 
misses ‘The house management tied 
in with a local furniture store for 
this bit of build-up: 
A card appeared in the window 
‘veral da} ahead of time ving 
that two chorines would go to bed tn 
;} the bed of the bedroom suite dis- 
played in the window on the day 
that the show was in town Long 
before the advertised hour the street 
vas packed with tired business men 


and interested younger men. 


Two girls did appear in pajamas 


and dressing gowns, dolf the gowns 
|}and get abed, Local news photogs 
appeared and snapped the dames nad 
the oglers It all reflected in the 
patronage that night. 
Told the Patron 
Spokane 

Russ Brown, Orpheum (Spokane, 
Wash.) manager, has used two stunts 
|efiectively recently. With ‘This 


Way, Please,’ he hooked up a micro- 
phone near head usherette in foyer. 
It was connected to loud speaker on 


sidewalk, As every patron came in 
sal would say, “This way, please,’ or 


i ‘Aisle three, please. 


| vited 


| Real views of film stars sitting at | 
|; football games were run for three 
| day , with cash prizes and guest tick- 
| ets going to first identifiers of photos. 
j For ‘Last Gangster’ Cohen ran a 
| series of stills from various gangster 
films and gave Oakleys for correct 
| titles to go with the stills. Also ran 


|a list of gangster film titles extending 

back several seasons, and gave prizes 
|}for names of leading players to 
match the titles. 





} 


On®* night before Christmas he in- 
glee club from Kinman Busi- 


ness university to occupy front row 


loges in balcony. Between picture 
club sang, while Christmas scenes 
were thrown on screen. 
Helping U. S. 
Reading, Pa 

A new departure in ‘Gift Night’ 
awards is being, used at the Rio the- 
atre here. Instead of the usual gro- 
cery or merchandise prizes, the 


house is posting two U. S. Treasury 
Baby Bonds on one night each week 
and two Postal Savings Bonds on the 
other gift night. 

Novel give-away 
diate effect of 
the b.o, 


imme- 
hypoing 


had the 
heavily 
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“NAVY BLUE and GOLD” 
STARTING THURSDAY 
Nelson Eddy @ Eleanor Powell 
in M-G-M's 


“ROSALIE” 


TODAY 


“THE AWFUL TRUTH” 


KUDY VALLER ORCHESTRA 


omorro 


ar ! 
“THE FIREFLY” 


Jimmte Lunceford Orchestra 
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JAPANESE AMBASSADOR PLUS MAE WEST 
CAUSE RIGID GUEST RULE AT NBC 


Script Censor Shipped West—Network 


Responsible and Also 


Sees Self 
Best Qualified to Decide 


All Controversial Matters 


NEC is imposing a st! 
on ‘guests’ brought commer- 
cials for special appearances as the | 
result of criticism leveled at a| 
couple of its personality broadcasts. |} 
Agencies are now required to ad-| 
vise the network amply in aavance 
as to proposed guesis and what their 
subject matter will be. 

Impression around the trade is| 


that two unfavorable incidents, Mae | 
West on Chase & Sanborn Coffee, 
and Japanese Ambassador Hiroshi 
Saito on Energine’s News Reel of the 
Air, has produced an aggravated case | 
of the jitters among NBC's higher- 
ups. Latter scout this description of | 
the situation. All they are doing, | 
they say, is curbing bad trends and 

exercising rights embodied in ever) 

commercial contract. 


Interpreted as another gesture at 
tightening up is the temporary as- 
signment of Janet MacRorie, NBC’s 
chief continuity sharpshooter, to the 
Hollywood division. During her stay 
she will put into effect a more sys- 


tematic method of continuity cen- 
sorship and co-operation on this | 
score between the west coast di-| 


vision and New York. 
Rigid Policy 
Coming on the heels of the Mae | 
West episode, the newspaper kick- | 
back at the Ambassador Saito broad- | 





NBC Blues | 


nee 
Washington, Dec. 28. 

Ice-bags have replaced hats || 
on the domes of officials of || 
NBC local studios, ever since | 
that Mae West program. Symp- 
toms of the screaming-meamies 
are in evidence, every time an 
NBC big-shot picks up the tele- 
prone receiver. 

Phone conversations which 
end up with *...well, c’m up 
and see me sometime’ are par- 
ticularly popular at WRC and 
WMAL and more than one of- 
ficial can’t look at his morning 
cup of coffee without repressing 
a shudder. 











cast stirred NBC to the most rigid 
bit of line drawing that the indus- 
try has experienced in years. In the 
instance of the Energine show the 
new rule was narrowed to the point 
where NBC must be consulted even 
before the desired personality is 
contacted. 


NEC officials hold that the pro- 
ducers of the Znergine stanza have 
gone beyond the bounds of propriety 
and arrogated to themselves func- 
tions which are strictly the net- 
work’s. If, say these officials, there 
is to be any presenting of speakers 
on controversial subjects of national 
or international moment, NPC will 
do it, since the network through ex- 
perience and connections has devel- | 
oped the knack of picking the right 
persons and the right time. 

Energine’s airing of the Japanese 
diplomat drew a critical editorial 
from Carl Van Anda, editor emeri- 
tus in the N. Y. Times. Josef Israels 
II, head of Publicity Associates, Inc., 
which produces the newsreel idea, 
dcfended the interpolation in a letter 
to the same newspaner. Out of iis 
controversy came NBC’s decision to 
give close scrutiny to all guests 
scheduled by Energine in the future 
During the past week NBC has re- 
fuscd to okay the appearances on this 
program of Gov. George H. Earle of 
Pennsylvania, Chinese Ambassador 
Dr. James Wang, and Joseph Davies, 
American Ambassaaor to Soviet Rus- 
sia. As the NEC order now 
the producers of the Energine show 
must submit the names of the pro- 





posed guests to Abe Schechter, the | 


network’s news editor, with John 


Royal, NBC program chief, acting as | 


the final arbiter on who shall go on. 

Energine is now demanding tha‘ 
NBC outline its policy with regard to 
guest appearances in writing so that 
the pregram’s producers won't have 
to go through a lot of wasted motion 
picking acceptable persons or have 
to depend on the momentary whims 
of some network designee. 





wiosent cheek STANDARD BRANDS 


PREZ DRAWN IN, TOO 


Albany, N. Y., Dec. 28 

Thomas L. Smith, president o 
Standard Brands, Inc., has sent a let- 
ter of regret to one or more editors 
of Catholic papers who sent protest 
communications, editorials, or both. 
on the recent Mae West episode. A 
letter trom Smith is printed on page 
one of current issue of The Evangel- 
ist, weekly of the Albany diocese, 





Lon 


| with a capped paragraph of expla- 


nation above the epistle. 

In the communication, addressed 
to Father John J. A. O’Connor, ed- 
itor, Smith stressed that ‘It is the 
furthest thing from our desire ever 
to tiespass on the borders of good 
taste. We make a sincere effort to 
provide a high type of entertainment 
in all of our radio programs, with 
which I am sure you will agree if 
you will recall the many we have 
produced and are producing today.’ 


Smith continued: ‘In choosing the | 


manuscripts for our programs, it is a 
definite requirement for those in 
charge to select material that will 


| not be objectionable to any individ- 


ual or group. Apparently this policy 
did not prevent portions of the 


| broadcast of the 12th conveying an 


impression that was not intended, 


| and I was quite distressed to learn it 


offended anyone.’ Standard Brands’ 
prexy mentioned air apology. 

The Evangelist followed Smith’s 
letter with a Washington story on the 
storm of protests, the J. Walter 
Thompson agency being tabbed 
therein. In a long editorial The 
Evangelist slapped not only at Miss 
West, but at the Thompson agency 
for booking her. 


CANDID CAMERA MAG, 
SPOT IDEA PROSPECT 


Picture, the candid-camera maga- 
zine, which debuts next month on 
the news stands, is looking for a 
radio program, Search is chiefly for 
a show which will tie in with the 
publication and be adaptable to 
transcription, in which form the na- 
tional air ballyhoo will likely be 
fashioned. 

Mag is being published by J. Stir- 
ling Getchell, chieftain of the ad 
agency bearing his name. It is un- 
derstood Walter Chrysler, Jr., has a 
piece of the pub. And, incidentally, 
the agency has a piece of the Chrys- 
ler Motors account. 











Francis X. Bushman In 


Chicago Matinee Seria 
~ Chicago, Dec. 28. 


Show tagged ‘Step-Mother’ has 
been set for the new Colgate molar- 
dust air spread over a Columbia web. 
Will be a five-a-week scripter seria] 
starting Jan. 17 and running 15 min- 
utes daily at 4:45. 

Les Weinrott handling the show 
and production for the Benton & 
Bowles—Chicago agency on the ac- 
count. Cast set includes Sunda Love. 
Peggy Wall, Francls X, Bushman 
Ethel Davis and Cornelius Peoples. 


Skolsky Off Air 


Hollywood, Dee. 28. 








4 7 
Sianas | 


Sid Skolsky makes it 13 weeks and 
| off for Bromo Seltzer. Option date 
was last week. 

Skolsky will stick to authoring his 
| syndicated column. 





| New Blackface Team 
| New radio blackface comedy team 
,is Sugarfoot and Sassafras. Latter 

(Johnny Welch) is former partner 
'of the late George Fields ‘(Honey- 
boy’. Suzarfoot is Bob Padgett, 
| brother of Pat, of the Pic and Pat 
act. 

New combo is making discs for 
Alka-Seltzer and will debut on a 
| network Jan. 6, guesting on the Rudy 
Vallee ‘Royal Gelatin) program, Ed 
Wolf handles the team. 








— 
Can’t Mention Name 


NBC last Thursday (23) or- 
dered the banning of any men- 
tion of Mae West on all network 
programs. Actress cannot be 
named nor referred to in song, 
eitner, 

Edict 
result of 
on 
am. 


came, of course, as a 
Miss West’s appear- 
the Chase & Sanborn 


ance 


progt 


MAE WEST CASE 
BIG DILEMMA 
IN WASH. 


| 
| coe 
| 














Washington, Dec. 28. 
Several delicate legal questions 
arising out of that Mae West Adam 
and Eve broadcast are being pon- 
dered this week by the Federal Com- 
munication Commission. 


| 
| 
| 


| Both the transcript and the record- 
ling are being weighed by Govern- 
;ment authorities before deciding 
| whether to forget the whole thing or 
| call somebody out into the woodshed. 
Commish is in a dilemma, not know- 
ing whether to punish the network- 
operated stations, all of the affiliated 
| outlets, Chase & Sanborn, the J. Wal- 
| ter Thompson agency, Mae, or no- 
| body. 

All the info requested from the 
| web by Chairman Frank R. McNinch 
| was delivered on Thursday (23), but 
the disc has not been turntabled so 
far. Members are reserving judg- 
ment until they listen to the inflec- 
tions of the buxom film actress be- 
fore deciding what to do. 

Quandary in which the F.C.C. finds 
itself is unprecedented. Air police- 
men don’t know exactly how to pro- 
ceed. Knotty legal points cause em- 
barrassment, since the Commish has 
no yardstick to use in the event it 
| decides that somebody ought to be 
| spanked. Some members feel it 
would be unfair to put the inde- 
pendently-owned affiliates on the 
carpet; others think it would be 
equally unfair to summon only the 
web’s own transmitters. 

Public apologies for the offending 
Mae West Garden of Eden skit have 
not dissipated the threat of radio 
censorship and boycotts of sponsors 
of indecent programs. 

With the Federal Communications 
Commission mulling the proposition 
of punishing NBC stations which 
aired the unfavorably-received en- 
tertainment, Catholic sources indi- 
cated there remains a good possi- 
bility that the Legion of Decency 
will expand operations to include 
radio and that Catholic groups will 
| punish advertisers who do not watch 
their step. This despite the asser- 
‘ion by Rev. Dr. Maurice F. Sheehy 
|of Catholic University that the ex- 
pression of regrets by Chase & San- 
born, together with joint promise of 
NBC and J. Walter Thompson 
agency, satisfactorily ended the in- 
cicent. 

Father Sheehy commented sug- 
ceestively that many people of all 
faiths had proposed that the bishops 
proceed to rate radio entertainment 
the same as they originally judged 
pictures. This thought is understood 
to be receiving considerable atten- 
tion in church circles. 

Women Affronted 

Resentment which Catholics dis- 
|played was more than superficial. 
Both the National Council of Cath- 
|olic Women and the National Coun- 
lcil of Catholic Women used strong 
language in condemning all respon- 
|sible for the Eden act, while the 
|former group definitely held out 
\threat of a boycott of the sponsor’s 
| products. Miss Agnes Regan, execu- 
tive secretary of the N. C. C. W. 
commented ‘it is almost unthinkable 
that a firm catering to the women 
of this country and seeking their 
patronage should so affront them.’ 

Broadcasting industry representa- 
tives here were openly concerned 
about the reaction to the West pro- 
gram. There was a chance that the 
incident will lead to steps to formu- 
late a code of moral standards for 

















DUNVILLE RUNS WSAI 


Cresley’s 2nd Station New 5,000 
Watts—Expansion Pushed 





Cincinnati, Dec. 28. 

Robert Dunville took over man- 
agership of WSAI last week simul- 
taneously with the Crosley number 
two stations going to 5,000 watts. 
F.C.C. gave the nod for the power 
boost Dec. 23. 

New power and new manager puts 
the campaign to push WSAI as ‘Cin- 
cinnati’s Own Station’ into its most 
intensive phase to date. 

There will be a special whoopla 
program for the new power and 
WSAI will go in for more program 
building and general strengthening. 

Prior to joining KMOX, St. Louis, 


| five years ago, Dunville put in sev- | 


eral years as promotion manager 
and advertising head of the Gardner 
Motor Co., St. Louis. 

Another new appointment made 
by James Shouse is the retention 
of Chester Herman, stage manager 
and assistant to Richard H. Berger, 
producer of St. Louis Municipal 
Opera, as program consultant of 
WLW and WSAI. 

Herman has been here for a short 
time, serving in an advisory Ca- 
pacity on programs originated and 
produced by the Crosley stations. 
His new position will not divorce 
him from his work with the 
Louis opera enterprise, which he 
joined seven years since, 





BEST BETS’ A 
BIG HEADACHE 


Birmingham, Dec. 28. 

It’s a_ ticklish business listing 
‘best bets’ on the radio each day. 
So Turner Jordan, radio editor of 
the Birmingham News and Age- 
Herald, will have no more of it. 
Instead he will list programs in 
convenient tabular form of each of 
the three local radio stations by 15- 
minute intervals. 

Jordan said he couldn't please his 
readers with ‘best bets’ as some 
wanted this and some wanted that, 
‘so he will just carry the whole 
thing and let ‘em choose. 


PETITION NBC TO USE 
CBS SPORTS SPIELER 


University of Alabama _ student- 
body collected 5,000 names on a pe- 
tition mailed to NBC in an effort to 
have Melvin Thomas, CBS sports- 
caster, assigned to spiel the Rose 
Bowl set-to between Alabama and 
California New Year’s Day. Student- 
body had the support of the Univer- 
sity Administration and Coach Frank 
Thomas in the attempt. 

Thomas ethered the descriptions of 
all Fordham games the past season, 
after coming up from WBRC in Bir- 
mingham, where he handled the air- 
ings of Alabama's grid contests. 











Taient Doesn’t Share 





Indianapolis, Dec. 28. 

Employees of WFBM, by virtue of 
being affiliated with the Indianapolis 
Power & Light Co., participated in 
the 3% bonus passed out by the 
utilily company to employees. 

Gift covered gross income of all 
staff members of watter, including 
salesmen, but excluded musicians 
and others on the talent payroll. 





Barbasol Goes CBS 

Erwin, Wasey agency jerks its Bar- 
basol program off Mutual next month 
and transfers it to CBS. Show, 
quarter-hour, featuring Arthur God- 
frey, now rides MBS Fridays. 

When moved to Columbia, pro- 
gram will air Mondavs over 24 sta- 
tions and Fridays coast-to-coast, both 
airings at 7:15 p. m. Starts on CBS 
Jan. 24. 





radio patterned after the ethical 
formula of the film business. 

Two lawmakers, Representatives 
Donald L. O'Toole of New York and 
Lawrence Connery of Massachusetts, 
made capital out of the situation ana 
renewed clamor for a special inves- 
tigation. 





Joe Towner now doing publicity 
and promotion for WMPS, Memphis, 
after two years at WNOX, Knoxville. 
Both broadcasters owned by Scripps- 
Howard. 


St. | 


ASK $20,000 FOR 
GUEST STAR! 


Universal Pictures, which has un- 
der contract Norman Alley, newsreel 
photog who lensed the Japanese 
oombing of the U. S. gunboat Panay, 
is offering the cameraman to radio 
programs as a Single-shot guester. 
Over the weekend, asking price for 
solo appearance was $20,000, which 
chilled off all interested. 

Kate Smith program announced its 
high bid was $2,500; Phillips Lord, 
for his ‘We, the People,’ waved 
$2,000. Bob ‘Believe It’ Ripley show 
also made an offer. 








FORDHAM DEBATERS 
SCORN CHORUS GIRLS 


‘True or False’ programs which 
starts on Mutual basic network Jan. 
10 for Williams shaving cream is an 
audience participation show. Harry 
Hagen, who is producing the pro- 
gram for J. Walter Thompson agen- 
cy, figured on having five chorines 
from the Roxy, N. Y., debate with 
five lads from Fordham University 
on the initialer. School shied from 
granting permission for its debaters 
to participate after the Jesuit insti- 
tution learned opponents were to be 
Gae Foster girls. 

Grounds for the nix were that 
such radio participation under the 
billing and maroon bunting of Ford- 
ham would be undignified. 

Debate will go on, with a quintet 
of internes subbing. Medical studes 
will not have their hosp connections 
named, since the Association of Hos- 
pitals frowns on plugging of the sort. 


MEMPHIS HILLBILLIES 
WEST FOR SCREEN TEST 


Memphis, Dec. 28. 

Dave and his Rhythm Rangers, 
hillbilly howlers and hoke instru- 
mentalists, leave for Hollywood, 
Jan. 2, for a pic test afforded by Re- 
public. Act is being tested for pos- 
sible spotting in a Gene Autry film. 

Hillbilly group has been heard 
regularly on programs airing over 
WMPS here. Chance for screen test 
came after turn sent a waxed audi- 
tion to the Coast. 





New Lawsuit Every Day; 
KTOK ‘Nuisance’ Continues 


Oklahoma City, Dec. 28. 

Melody is lingering on even though 
the trial is over for KTOK for Mr. 
and Mrs. Avery Harris, who last 
week lost their $7,500 suit against the 
Station for damages allegedly suf- 
fered from noises and music ema- 
nating from the studios next door, 
have filed another $7,500 suit. 

A second suit is identical except 
that the dates are changed. In the 
first suit they asked damages for per- 
sonal inconvenience, annoyance and 
discomfort suffered between March 
23 and June 25. The new one is for 
the same from June 25 to Dec. 18. 

Harris’ attornel, Leslie Conner. 
explains that suits which allege 
a public nuisance may be filed to 
cover every day the nuisance is con- 
tinued. New suit will also decide de- 
preciation in the value of the prop- 
erty, if any, since installation of the 
radio station on Jan. 1, 1937. The 
first suit also asked damages for de- 
preciation, but that issue was dis- 
missed by the court. 


Sealtest Still Looking 


Sealtest Laboratories (milk and ice 
cream) is shopping for a new show. 
Account has had three different net- 
work layouts in the last year, and as 
many different placements agencies. 
Biz-placing passed from N. W. Ayer 
to J. Walter Thompson and is now 
reposing with McKee, Albright & 
Ivey, Philadelphia outfit. 

Current program, which started 
this autumn airs Sundays, 10-10:30 
p. m. on NBC-red, using Alexander 
Smallens orch, a chorus and non- 
name guest warblers. 














Ben Bernie Due in N. Y. 

Ben Bernie due back from Miami 
Beach next Wednesday (5) to pre- 
pare for his U. S. Tire debut Jan. 12. 

Parke Levy, Allen Lipscott and 





Bob Miller authoring his stuff. 
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Holiday Greetings 
Br'deast by WEW 
At $1 Per Minute 


St. Louis, Dec. 28. 

WEW hung out a sale price of $1 
a minute, with a five-minute maxi- 
mum and minimum, for natives who 
wanted to  broadeast Christmas 
greetings over the station’s facili- 
ties. Two hundred took advantage 
of the offer which was liberally 
plugged for several days before the 
25th and etherized over a _ special 
mike in the executive offices of the 
station, 

No one was permitted to use any 





names but their own and an engi- 
neer was on the alert to cut the 
mike every five minutes and also 


to eliminate the ‘I'll be right home, 
Mom’ and similar stuff which would 
have put the station in Dutch with 
| pe om 

Station may repeat kale gathering 
stunt New Year’s Day. 


BURLESQUE OLDTIMERS 
ON GEO. JESSEL SHOW 





George Jessel, on his ‘30 Minutes 
in Hollywood’ co-op commercial over 
Mutual, Sunday (2), will bring to the 
mike what he terms a ‘burlesque re- 
vival.’ 

Carded as guests are Lew Hearn 
(brother of Sam), Abe Reynolds, 
Jean Bedini and the vet dancer who 
bills herself ‘The Lady in Red’ 
Quartet were identified prominently 
with burlesque in the pre-stripping 
days, and all hands will shed some 
crocodile tears over the passing of 
the era. 

Hearn and Reynolds were comics, 
Bedini a juggler. All three migrated 
to vaude for a while after burlesque 
faded. 





SPITALNY FAMILY EVENT 


To Celebrate KDKA’s Hiring of | 
Brother Maurice as Musical Director 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 28. 

Entire Spitalny family will con- 
verge on Pittsburgh night of Jan. 13 
for special program over KDKA 
which will mark introduction of 
Maurice Spitalny as station’s musi- 
cal director. Phil Spitalny coming 
on with his all-girl band to take part 
in show, and H. Leopold Spitalny of 
NBC, likewise .will attend. Dave 
Rubineff, native Pittsburgher and 
close friend of all the Spitalny’s, has 
also promised to be on hand, 

In accepting KDKA post Spitalny 
is giving up active directorship of 
Palace theatre orchestra in Cleve- 
land. He succeeds Al Egizi, who has 
been in charge of KDKA’s music for 
last two years. He will remain as 
assistant and first trumpet player. 


RICH MUST PAY $40 
WEEKLY T0 3D WIFE 


Freddie Rich, CBS maestro, must 
pay his wife, Mrs. Eula Marlene Rich 
(Reich) $40 weekly alimony and 
$425 counsel fees pending her suit 
for separation and his counter-suit 
for an annulment of their marriage. 
This is Rich’s third marital try. 

Mrs. Rich named a girl, although | 
this is not a divorce action, and 
the bandsman, in turn, made sundry 
charges of misrepresentation, includ- | 
ing one that she wasn’t 29, as set 
forth at the time of their marriage, 
but 40. 











R. L. Ferguson Quits 


R. L. Ferguson has resigned from | 
Jesse L. Kaufman, Inc., after a year’s 
connection. Firm, headed by for- 
mer Hearst radio general manager, 
has undertaken to peddle radio talent 
to local stations. 

Fergie has no plans at moment. 


{just to see whether he'll click. 








Clay Morgan’s List 


Clay Morgan’s Christmas card 
(arrived two days afterwards) 
mentioned 816 persons by name 
all of them in rhymes of two 
lines each. In all, the poetic 
labor produced 204 separate 
couplets with four names each. 
And all rhymed including ‘Gilles 
and Beal.’ 

Friends were joshing Morgan 
yesterday if he wrote the poetry 
on NBC time. 





RETIRING JERSEY GOV. 
MAY BE COMMENTATOR 


j 
| 
| 
| 











Feelers 
persons close to 
Hoffman, of New 


termine his value to a 


have been sent out by 
Harold G 


Jersey, to de- 


Gov 


potential 
sponsor as a 
tor. Hoffman becomes 
on January 18 next when he will | 
be succeeded by A. Harry Moore. | 

| 


radio news commenta- 


ex-governo! 


New Jersey law decrees that no 
governor may succeed himself. 
Hoffman has indicated to 
close to him that he 
terested in doing a once, twice or 
thrice weekly radio commentary 
omitting all personal views on party 
politics. He’s even willing, ’tis said, 
that he'll do the first 13 weeks fo: 
a compartively small weekly 


those 
would be in- 


fee— | 


CBS Drops 3 Singers | 


Columbia Artists, Inc., in institut- | 
ing its annual list-scissoring. Dorris 
Kerr, Patti Chapin and Dick Max- 








well, all warblers, have been 
dropped, and at least three other 
acts will be freed before week's end. 


' 
Both Miss Kerr and Miss Chapin | 
were vets with Artists, Inc. but 
neither had sturdy sfays on com- 
mercial programs. 


| ligious 


| transcriptions 





EON 





Recorders See Sponsor Jit- 
ters Following Mae West 
Skit a Possible Opening 
to Offset ‘Stigma’ 


TRADE ATTITUDE 


By BOB LANDRY 


Transcription companies are 


animosity down 
heads of radio. They finger-point that 
such a blunder, with its wake of un- 
pleasantries, could never happen on 
which are manufac 


| tured leisurely and previewed before 


broadcasting. 

Long kicked around by the advo- 
cates of live talent and network 
radio, the wax companies have re- 
garded the uproar over the ‘Adam 
and Eve’ skit as giving them a real 


talking point. Safety from similai 


| blunders is seen as a sales argument 
| to sponsors 


that can offset any 
‘stigma’ otherwise attached to tran- 
scriptions, 

Wax firms, as a matter of fact, re- 
this 


gard very stigma as (a), un- 
deserved and (b), illogical. Unde- 


served, in their opinion, because 
there is no fundamental difference 
between transmission via telephone 
lines and transmission off a record 
They fee] that if transcriptions have 
been inferior it has been a result of 


poor production and low costs 
rather than any inherent or ines- | 
capable inability of wax to equal 


NOKERG 


dis- | 





| 
| 
| 


| posed to ‘make something’ of the 
recent Mae West incident which 
brought censorship threats and re- | 


upon the | 
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Shepard Store Closed in Boston: 
Family Now in Radio Altogether 





Trib Returns Gifts 


Among the Chi 


found their 


stmas gifts 
Way back to 
Monday (27) were 


that 
that 


the senders 


those addressed te the radio 
editor of the N Y Herald- 
Tribune. Attached to each re- 


turned gift was a mimeographed 
explanation. 














It read: ‘Mr. John A. Bogart 
regrets that he cannot accept 
gifis from broadcasting organi- 
zations, radio personalities, pro- 
ducers or sponsors of radio 
shows or their agents.’ 

network program standards. Ilo; 


idea in the transcription ¢c 
defense is that advertisers 
blindly accepted for vague and non- 
essential reasons a purely arbitrary 
prejudice against the 


E. T 


ompanies’ 


have 


pancakes. 

behalf that 
there is nothing inferior about the 
spinners except their reputation anc 
the cheap production that has marked 
many recorded series. Bigger budg- 
ets, better production, more intelli- 
gent collaboration between advertis- 


says in its own 


ers and recorders could readily erase 
the stigma of transcriptions 
stitute prestige. 

World Broadcasting statistics for 
1937 (issued yesterday), mention 
that 120 national and regional ad- 
vertisers bought 30,000 station hours 
valued at approximately $10.000,000 


and sub 


It is stated that this is 20% over 
1936. 
Lindsay McPhail, who draws a 


further 13-week renewal with 
(Lennen & Mitchell) program, |! 
now air-billed as ‘Lindsey McPhail 


and his Quintuplet Orchestra.’ 











OF 


ARI. 


The 32nd 
Anniversary Number 


Out Next Week 
January 9 


+ 





sical | 


| but with detail; 





























Bostor Dex : 

Shepard store closed here Christ- 
mas eve and it tock was purchased 
by Filene’ With the closing of 1 
store the Shepard family en 
years as Boston merchant several 
hundred employes tossed out 

For the last several years the Bos- 


ton Shepard store has been losing 


money. It is understood that profits 
from the radio stations long since 
overshadowed the mercantile end 
and in fact absorbed store losses, 


Rumored closing on top of the re- 
made Christmas 


Premises may be t 


cession 
poor, 


biz very 


taken over 
by S. S. Pierce, de luxe grocery 
house. 

John Shepard the second is now 
81. It was resorted that he would 
take a positior as manager of 
WAAB, Boston, but this was not 
confirmable at press time. Changes 


within the Yankee and Colonial net- 
work were also reported as imminent 
lacking 

Providence Shepard store cone 


tinues under the operation of Robert 


| F. Shepard, brother of John, 3rd of 


radio, It is financially successful 


NASH MULLS 2D SHOW, 
MAY USE MARY SMALL 


Nash Motors this week auditions 
a quarter-hour program framed 
around Mary Small, juve songsifess, 
and Mark Warnow’s orch. Geyer, 
Cornell & Newell is the agency. 

If bought the will be 


show alred 


Lysol] | over a network as an auxiliary te 


the currently CBS’ing ‘Professor 
Quiz.’ Account is entertaining no 
notion of dropping ‘Quiz.’ 

In the fact most other automotive 
accounts curtailing radio budgets 
this year, Nash has about-faced the 
trend, spending than 
fore. 


more hereto- 


MENNEN SCOUTING 
Has Variety Show in Mind—Don 
Johnson Considered as M.C. 

Mennen is auditioning for a new 
network program, through the Kiese- 
wetter agency. Account fades off its 
‘Famous Jury Trials’ dramatizations, 
which have been riding Mutual basic 
web, with next Monday's (3) broad- 
cast. 

Program Mennen is seeking will be 
a variety 30-min. layout leaning 
heavily to music. Auditions are pro- 
ceeding this week. On Monday (27) 
Don Johnson (Prof. Figgsbottle’) 
was tested as a m.c. and script-pro- 
vider for a show, and Jean Ellington 
tot a tryout as a blues bawler. 


‘JONES FAMILY’ NOW ON 


Radio rights to ‘The Jones Family’ 
is being offered in once-weekly 30- 
min.-episode form. Ed Wolf is ped- 


dling the air version for 20th-Fox 
films, which holds the righis. For 


the last several years ‘Family’ has 
been hawked unsuccessfully as a 
five-a-week, 

20th-Fox plans to release eight 
films within the year, written around 
the group of character: 
have been five films annually 

Nearest ‘Family’ came to £ 
sold was an option N. W. Ayer ac- 
quired, then dropped, last year, for 
a cereal account, 


; in past there 


being 





Fishface and Figsbottle 
Get New Time on NBC 


Fishface and igsbottle ‘(Elmore 
Vincent and Don Johnson) have a 
new contract and spot on the NBC 
blue. Starting this Sunday (2) will 


be heard hereafter at 5:30 p.m. in- 
stead of at 3:30. They are altering 
their comedy formula somewhat with 
the change. 

NBC queried its stations on con- 
tinuance of the act with 29 of 30 
affiliates quizzed voting affirmatively. 
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Reverent and Elegant Audience Hears 
Toscanini s First Broadcast for NBC 


By MARIAN SQUIRE 

night con- 
was strictly white tie 
and tails, with 1,500 soup and _ fish 
packed into studio 8-H 
Autograph hounds 


Toseanini’s 


bert at NBC 


Christmas 


2uesis 
congregatea in 
the lobby made entrance difficult for 


studio-bound crowds, for the concert 
brought out a lot of bait for the avid 
signature-gatherer 

Lily Pons, with Andre Kos- 
telanetz, wore pale gray sheer ac- 
cented by blue velvet ‘cross straps 
under a gray fur cape. Mrs. Gov- 
arnor Lehman was in black velvet 
and knee length ermine wrap, 
Kirsten Flagstac. in royal purple 
crepe and fur cape, Ingrid Hallen in 
floor length ancient-blue Chinese 


robe banded with gold embroidery, 
Dagmar Godowsky was swathed in a 
midnight blue sheer cape worn ovel 


her dark locks, Mrs. Grover Whalen 
was in black velvet and silver fox 
wrap. Above mentioned visitors 
rated the upholstered balcony 
section of the studio. Joan 
Crawford among others sat well in 
the back of the main hall with the] 


less comfortable guests on the fold-| 


ing chairs which are really wood 
but after 
ing, feel more 
rugated iron. 
powder blue sheer gown and a 
fox cape almost exactly 
her sleek locks. 

In spite of every 
keep vulgar sound from 
Toscanini’s celebrated temperament, 
several coughs found their way into 
the mike. Programs were printed 
on white satin to prevent the slight- 
est rustle. All announcements were 
made by Howard Claney over 
air, no word—even an introduction— 
penetrating the studio. 

Audience rose in a body to tender 
the conductor an enthusiastic recep- 
tion. Reverential crowd did its best 
to maintain a hushed silence during 
the program. 

Both red and blue 
the program which 
scheduled 10 to 11:30. 
caused no studio commotion, as it 
was not followed by a commercial. 


like cast iron. Cor- 
Miss Crawford wore a 


precaution 


got 


the 


networks 
ran over 





ARTURO TOSCANINI 
NBC Symphony Orchestra 
99 Mins. 
Sustaining 
Saturday, 10 p. m. 
*YEAF, WJZ (NBC), New York 
NBC’s delivery of Arturo Tos- 
canini “hristmas night in the first of 
a series of 10 broadcasts resolved it- 
self into a case of not only living 
uo to but toppirs a buildup which 
for all-around magnitude has had no 
ecual in radio for years. What came 
out of the loudspeaker was a thing 
of both interpretive and mechanical 
perfection. It also gave reality to 
t' » worry vciced by symphony man- 
agers in various sections of the coun- 
try that thei. Saturday night box- 
ofices would have tough sledding 
against the Toscanini programs. 
Doubt that a newly organized con- 
tingent of ins rumentalists could be 
crilled to the high requirements of 
th. Toscanini baton within the space 
«* 11 weeks has turned out to be >> 
ich * asted mental exercise. While 
the mob as a whole left nothing 
\ nting at the Italian maestro’s 
cd but, the string section proved to 
be a darb. It was an impressive a * 


cistinguished job ir every direction: | 


selection 
tve 


of compositions, interpre- 
»mportme*t, mike pickup and 


balance, interpolated annotations and | 


eeneral 
which 


Three works 
ip the initial program 


presentation. 
1ade 


were Vivaldi’s ‘Cou.certo Grosso,’ Mo- | 


zart’. ‘G Minor Symphony, and 
Brahms’ First Symphony.’ Melodic 
salih cont * ed in the first two 


numbers must have played hard on 
the »o, lar fancy. 

~ oning to da would have in- 
dicated that NBC has made a more 
th n worthwhile investment. Space 
gathered dur’ the buildup and the 


concerts by the preceding Pierre 

nteux and Artur Rodzinski has 
been of mac ‘ve proportions. The 
g oCwill nasle should prove of in- 
‘timab's value in contending not 
only with the educational hecklers 
but with the itical fire that NBC | 
is cur ly undergoing as the re- 
sult of a couple of sponsor slips. It’s 
im asset that will likely shine from 
the ‘ooks for some tim: to come 
As for audience addiction, they will 


listen if on’ 
previou 
a tovic of 


iturday night's 
eonversation at the 
1 -stin* across the bridge table o1 
on the com autation 
Series might 
make something of a dent int» 
trio’) “Hit Purade,’ synch 
spotted on CBS. 


Tanoatisly 


Odec. — 


Another 


an hour and a half of park-j} Miss 


| Crosby. The latter did some joshing 
| with the other picture names, and 
slipped in a plug tor his Del Mai 
racetrack. 
| In the adlibbing, most of it about 
racing and horses, some laugh pro- 
ivoking and some not so. rib- 
tickling, the voices of various 
yagsters mixed at times, identifica- 
tion for dialers being none too clear. 
Hopper, who handled her usual 
| style-reporting assignment, was too 


matching | the bad break, 

| shouldn't have said that.’ 
to | 
disturbing | 
| Hal Roach, president of the Los An- 
| geles Jockey Club, led off the speak- 


the | 


The overtime | 


to be »ble to make the 
program | 
club 
transvort. 


ven ‘ironical thought!) } 7 
( he | Kate. 


KDKA, Pittsburgh, wed-| 15 





Follow Up Comment 





W. C. Fields returned to the NBC 
network for a bit of gagging, In 
which he. Bing Crosby, George Jes- 
sel. Joe FE. Brown, Hedda Hopper, 
Alfred Gwynne Vanderbilt and others 
a ‘ipated. in the ‘conference’ room 

the Santa Anita track clubhouse 
following a description of the Christ- 
mas Stakes by Joe Hernandez. Fields 
it tl mike for about a minute 01 
‘rosstire with Miss Hopper, delivered 
in characteristic fashion. She, in the 


introduction, and he, in the comedy 
by-play, referred to Charlie McCar- 
thy, Fields’ old rival of the Chase & 
Sanborn Hour. Announcer Ken Car- 
penter turned over the emceeing to 





flippant in her reference to a player 
present ‘without a G string.’ Realizing 
she quickly added, ‘T 


Hernandez’s word-picture of the 
race was adequate if not seat-lifting. 


ers. They included Carlton Burke, 
chairman of California Racing Com- 
mission. An NBC blue broadcast of 
25 minutes’ duration. 





COMMUNITY SING 

With Forrest Wills, Grenfell Rand 
30 Mins.—Local 

SWIRE’S FURNITURE STORE 
Monday, 8:50 p. m. 

WABY, Albany 

| Routine is for most part standard: 
chorusing of numbers, old and new, 


under prompting of a song leader, 
and aisle interviewing, of straight 
question rather than of comedy 


type. An amateur vocalist, usually 
essaying current tunes, draws a spot 
lon each shot. 

| Warbling makes better radio fare 
| than does the questioning. Even the 
| 








elder, and seasoned, Rand found it a 

'bit difficult at times to draw out the 
frigid, frightened or plain-conserva- 
tive, picture attendees. 

Willis works in a friendly, breezy 
fashion as he coaxes the patrons, and 
occasionally the dialers, to loosen 
their vocal chords. He is handi- 
capped by fact only a few minutes 
are usually available for ch oral re- 


hearsing before microphones are 

opened. For aural reception. pro- 
bf ‘ 

gram’s strongest pull is to home 


folks.’ the Class a furniture store likes 
to reach. Advertising. plentiful, is 
handled from studio—a return to it 
at halfway point—with added plugs 
in theatre. Current picture is men- 
tioned several times. Jaco. 





KAY FAYRE 

With Al Felix, George Baker 
Songs and Chatter 

15 Mins.—Local 
Participating 

Thursday, 7:45 p.m. 

WMAS, Springfield, Mass. 

This quarter-hour rang out the old 
WMAS. when at 8 p.m. WMAS dedi- 
cated its new studios and transmit- 

ting plant (10). Kay Fayre, vocal- 
list, has played the nitery and radio 
cires and the vaudeville boards, par- 





ticularly with F&M time. Here she 
{has a Monday through Thursday 
iframe, written by her husband-man- 


ager, Alvin E. Hauser. 

Fayre’s contralto pipes are best 
suited to torchy ditties and probably 
due to the great amount of rehears- 
ing for the dedicatory frame and her 
own shows, her vocal chords were 
throaty and tight. But she has a 
quality that can register. Tosses pat- 
lter with Al Felix announcer, and 
|George Baker tickles the ivories. 
| Participating plugs are worked into 
ithe script adequately. 


Best bit in this stanza is Fayre’s 
revival of her F&M kid character, 
Jean. thanks to the popularity of 


Charlie McCarthy. Kid falsetto and 
blah is okay, and Fayre went to 

town voealing ‘Rhythm In My Nutrs- 

‘ry Rhymes.’ Plenty good. Entire 15 

minutes could stand this set-up. 

Needs to open her mouth more fo: 

i better effect. Speaking voice is simi- 
lar to Kate Smith’s, best explained 
through her one-time mimicry of 


Norm. 


| CITY CLUB CADETS 
| With Johnny Snyder 
Mins.—Local 


ding is in prospect, making a total | CITY CLUB BEER 


of eight at that station in recent | Pe pd 6:45 p. m. 

months. Mildred Reuter, secretary | . >a pa ig et sows . KGLO| 
to F. D. Dickson, of the NBC staff | has ‘tek Shaciter " ans aid- 
there, and Pau! Sloane, Westing- in® and abetting the ivory-tickling 
house engineer connected with! and warbling activities of Zaritone 
broadcasting outfit, have just an- | Johnny Snyder. Nicely done for a 
nounced their engagement. local. Dave. 








SHAW and LEE 

With Jack Brooks, Pau! Small, Gren- 
adiers Double Quartet, Bailey Sis- 
ters, Sutton and Bliss, George 

Watson, Ginelle Gibbs, Carl Hohen- 

garten Orchestra 
30 Mins. 

WRIGLEY’S DOUBLEMINT 

Sunday; 5:50 CST 

WBBM-CBS; Chicago 
(Frances Hooper) 

Wrigley has been trying for a good 
many years to get up into radio big- 
time. And the company certainly 
rates big-time calibre. But here again 
is another failure, a miss-out that 
would bring a blush to a local garage 
show in Keokuk. 

It's a brodie program that will sat- 
isfy nobody, not even the mothers of 
the performers. It's vapid and 
puerile. 


Arranged supposedly to plug Wrig- 


ley Doublemint, the comedy and 
show nremise is this: that everything 
is done double. Get this: Shaw and 


Lee talk in unison 
the announcement 
a double 


two people voice 


toget 


quartet, a plano 


her; there is 
duo and 


two vocal duos. None of it doubles | 
the enjoyment 
Of course. Shaw and Lee have a} 


background in show business but not 
as double talking comedians. That 
they come forth here as talking come- 
dians would be all right, however, if 
they had material that would even 
come close to being comic. 

What jokes there are go 'way back 


into the dusty files of early vaude 
and burleycue With the present 
routines, the only thing that Wrig- 


ley can hope for is that there is a 
new generation and that the genera- 
tion is as unspoiled and_ easily 
pleased as the 1910 audiences. 

In between the ‘double-talk’ se- 
quences which become irritating 
quickly, are musical numbers. The 
tunes are all dated, but 
right. What's disappointing 


to bring them up to the present day. 
They have a stale and flat taste. 
Brooks and Small are small-timey in 


vocalizing, even going back for a 
laughing number. The Bailey Sis- 


ters come forward with thin, piping 
tonsils that fail to register. 

It’s unusual to find a show in which 
there is nothing to hang a hook of 
satisfaction on, some one moment or 
item that would, in some little way, 
redeem it for a number of other 
Jaws. It would seem that the salva- 
tion of this program would be merely 
to label it either as a burlesque of 
varietv shows today, or to call it a 
‘remember when’ program and give 
it a complete blanket of ‘gay nine- 
ties’ atmosphere. Gold. 





THE ALPINE INN 
With Gordon Hunt, June Curran, 

Frank Eschen and Russ David’s 

Orchestra 
15 Mins.—Local 
ALPEN BRAU BREWING co, 
Daily, 6:45 p.m. 

KSO, St. Louis 

With a background created by the 
‘Tyrolean Alps’ concession at the St. 
Louis World's ®air in 1904, where 
the sponsor’s product was first intro- 
duced, this 15-minute musical pro- 
gram, originating in the studios of 
KSD, made an auspicious start. Gor- 
don Hunt, formerly a mikeman for 
the British Broadcasting Co., crowd- 
ed the rest of the cast for top honors 
on the opening session in his m.c. 
role. His decided British accent 
proved pleasing to midwest ears. 

A few more gags inserted in the 
script would enhance the lighter por- 
tion of the program, which does not 
lack musical merit. Russ David, the 
station’s musical director, clicked 
with his own arrangement of ‘Vien- 
na, City of My Dreams.’ June Cur- 
ran warbled several modern songs 
in okay style and Frank Eschen, who 
produces and does the commercials, 
was satisfactory in his stint. 

While the old Alpine Inn idea is 
lost so far as yodeling and ancient 
melodies are concerneg, Eschen 
probably figures correctly that this 
generation is more interested in 
modern hotcha stuff. Sahu. 
H. G. WELLS 
Transatlantic Talk 
15 Mins. 

Sustaining 
WIZ-NBC, New York 


for afternoon listening on NBC blue 
web, gave engrossing 15-minute talk 
on the heritage of the English lan- 
guage and the paramount necessity 
for the wider reading of books. 

On the air, ‘H. G.” is unmistakably 
British. He speaks in the tenor tone 
so many Englishmen display (to the 
slight annoyance of some U. S. dial- 
ers) and with a marked British ac- 
cent. A stimulating and understand- 
able speaker, however. Juco. 


ANNABELLE CRANDALL 

Songs 

15 Mins.—Local 

Sustaining 

Saturdays, 2:15 

WSAY, Rochester 
Annabelle Cr 

| School of Music 


indall. 


student who won a 
Deanna Durbin contest at the 
Century theatre, listens nicely in 


weekly WSAY song program. With- 
} out capitalizing on similarity to style 
of film star, she wins attention in 
her own right with her ability in 
singing the popular light classics. 
With continued experience and 
training, suggests pro possibilities 





Cord. 





| WBBM, Chicago 


that’s all} 
I about | 
em is that absence of arrangements | 


| Edward 


| going. 








H. G. Wélls. shortwaved by RCA | 


FAIRFIELD COUNTY JAIL SHOW 
With Joseph Lopez, Jack Smallwood 
15 Mins.—Local 
Sustaining 
Sunday, 4:45 p.m. 
WICC, Bridgeport 

Tie-un of WICC with nearby 





county jail, with blessing of Sheriff 
Platt, gives compulsory 
euests a chance to emote and outsid> | 
public opportunity to attend via free 
tickets. Another announced purpose | 
is ‘rehabilitation,’ listeners being in-| 
vited to send cigarettes, reading | 
matter, ete., to inmates. | 

Quarter-hour combines orthodox | 
amateur routine, except no names of | 
performers mentioned, and com- 
munity singing. Joe Lopez, expert at 
handling this brand of fare, makes it 
sound tasteful enough with a proper 
minimum of levity. Judges on hand 
vote best acts of session. Jack Small- 
wood’s at piano. 

Hoosegow revue's listening effec- 
tiveness depends not only on novelty 


ichief of 


WILL HAYS 
Taik 
Sustaining 
Tuesday, 4:30 p.m. 
WABC-CBS, New York 
On the llth edition of its series of 


dramatizations dealing with the 
growth of American industry, the 


Office of Education of the U. S. De- 
partment of Commerce halted at the 
Hollywood gates. 

Will Hays was the rep for the 
industry on the occasion; if what he 
had to say has been said times be- 
fore too numerous to mention, at 
least it has never been said any 
better. 

In making a seven-min. statement 
in the name of the whole works, the 
the Motion Picture Pro- 
ducers and Distributors Association 
necessarily had to generalize. And 
he was likewise bound to forge a 
few fires in systematic defense of 
the film biz. 


Citing pictures as an example of 


. , the developmen ) yrivate enter- 
of feature but quality of individual ween nt of | egg ety 
+e an ; : _| prise, Hays rather subtly stressed 
entertainment. To date there has|‘*. Petty hs " A 
been no real dearth of talent behind | %!"5 the industry has made as a 
t} Fairfi id Counts ‘il hae | privately operated form of biz. That 
S ‘ el ( j i ars j : : 
: ; ly J El lwas his expression of belief (and 
al 
fel. “Imost ardent hope) the government 


WBBM SALUTES 

With Ken Ellington, Hymns of All! 
Churches Octette, Carl Hohen- | 
garten orchestra 

Civic Promotion 

30 Mins., Local 

Sustaining 

Wed., 9:00 p.m., CST 


TO HICKVILLE 


All the Babbitts of the midwest | 
will owe WBBM more than they do 
Sinclair Lewis if this program keeps 
Every week the station sends 
its new mobile unit out to some small 
town, gets the local civic celebrities 
in line, and then records speeches by 
each one. After that, they bring the 
records back to Chicago, play them 
with appropriate music by the studio 
orchestra. 

This is just about the biggest thing 
that has been done for the Babbitts 
since their book was written—es- 
pecially since, on the night of the 
program, they can all gather at each 
other’s houses to hear how lovely 
they did, and how perfectly terrible | 
the horrid Mrs. Spooner sounded. 

It's a great spot for state and city 
Chamber of Commerce presidents, 
city mayors and managers, publish- 
ers of local newspapers, and. last but 
not least, the leading lights of the 
cultural clubs for wpmen to get on 
the air, big-time. 

Everybody usually sounds just fine 
because recordings can be done over 
and over, until they do. And every- 
body’s so awfully filled with civic 
pride, and so grateful to WBBM tor 
giving them the opportunity to tell 


about the wonderful, wonderful work 


they are doing in their beautiful 
little town. 
And, of course, the town’s news- 


paper goes for it in a big way, giving 

WBBM columns of space—well, the 

publisher is usually asked, as a 

prominent citizen, to speak, isn’t he? 

In fact the whole township of each 

Podunk is just too thrilled about it. 
Loop. 

MOANA HAWAIIANS 

With Tom Williams 

15 Mins.—Local 

Sustaining 

WGY, Schenectady 

Unit, originally broadcasting over 
WHAZ, Troy, while playing in Al- 
bany grills, has been airing in recent 
months from Albany studio of WGY. 
Works on early afternoon and supper 
hour blocks, with p.a. dates via Art- 
ists’ Bureau plugger. 

Calibre of entertainment has been 
distinctly improved through the ad- 
dition of vocalist Williams. His war- 
bling of current and island numbers 
relieves the monotony formerly 


noted in quarter hours of straight 
steel guitaring. Williams possesses 


a bigger and a better voice than a 
number of the pop singers riding the 
ether waves hereabouts. Name and| 
style of chanting are the tipdff that 
he is not a native of the land of leis: 
in fact. the Moana group are said to 
call a Capital District city their home 
town. 





‘Hawaiians’ feature the nostalgic 
music associated with our Pacific 
Ocean island possessions. Seem to 
have improved recently in their 


playing. No chorals such as are of- 
fered by native troupes. Jaco, 


‘THE CYNIC’ 


| With Frank Perkins, Charles Sterritt 


| News 


| WJBK’s 


Eastman | 


15 Mins.—Local 
Sustaining 
M.-W.-F., 8:00 p.m. 
WJIBK, Detroit 

As ‘Mr. Franklin.’ Frank Perkins. 
copy chief, dishes out the | 
lowdown on the day’s news, as fed 
by Charles Sterritt. As program title 


suggests, Perkins is pretty sour on 
official doing: and doesn’t pull his 
punches. Show is a bombshell of 
action. 


On program caught Perkins lit into 
Detroit Board of Education's plan to 
spend millions on Wayne U. expan- 
sion ‘while letting elementary system 
rot. Cited Superintendent Frank 
Cody’s ‘monopoly’ on teacher licenses 
and called for taxpayer action. Hit 
Congress ‘do-nothing’ session and 
touched on Japanese crisis. 

Perkins’ delivery is forceful. 
slight ‘Ned Sparks’ tone of 
Sterritt turns in a nice 
the questions. 


Has 
voice 
steering of 


Pete. 





|} would keep 


out of the 
wished to 


barnyard 
even if it patrol the 
fences. 

Other stresses were placed on the 


| self-regulations pictures impose upon 


themselves and the aid to other in- 
dustries lent by celluloid via broad- 


ening knowledge, lifting living con- 
| ditions 


animated 
and modes 


and serving as an 


catalog intro’ing styles 


} which help sales in other businesses. 


As a talker, Hays is good. Pipes 
are prime. His knowledge of the 
values of pauses and smart inflections 
would flatter many an actual pro. 
(After all he was a Republican Nat'l 
Chairman.) When caught, his script 
writer was in the groove for an air 
appeal, also. 

Aside from the Hays’ harangue, 
the program was poor; so poor, pic- 
tures (now that they have the radio 
program-plotting itch) must have 
yearned to have had a whack at the 
production of the dramatizations pre- 
ceding the billed talker. Harry R. 
Daniel, of the Department of Com- 


| merce, narrated development of films 


and their come-along till sound 
arrived. Tom Armat, inventor of the 
projector, spoke briefly. Most of the 
vital and historically important 
phases of development were simply 
narrated; only one was really drama- 
tized and that relatively unimportant: 
the late Leland Stanford’s pictorial 
proof that a trotting hoss pulls all 
hooves off the turf simultaneously. 
That occured 60 years ago, and 
though one of the early keys to the 
eventual evolution of pictures, it is 
certainly not an important milestone. 

U. S. Marine band opened the 30- 
min. ‘salute to celluloid’ by playing 
‘Song of the Marines.’ Hays talked 


trom N. Y., rest of the broadcast 
emanated trom Washington, D. C. 


Bert. 


‘FOUR OF US’ 

With Rakov’s Orchestra, Four Col- 
legians 

10 Mins. 

Sustaining 

Thursday, 5 p.m. 

WBZ, Boston 

NBC in Ne.- York likes the quality 
of the program, and talk has it that it 
will be one gun in blasting the a.m. 
silly dramatic strip shows, now 
cluttering up the network airwaves. 
Rakov’s eight-piece orchestra and the 
Four Collegians, a dozen in all, split 
up into divisions of four in all 
presentations, to give it that Four 
of Us complex. 

First swing group is composed of 
and tagged Salvy Cavicchio’s Rhythm 
Rascals: Cavicchio, vibraphone, a la 
Lionel Hampden, Perry Lipson. 
guitar, Pete Green, bass, Wright 
Briggs, piano. Swingsters have guitar, 
bass, Arthur Kalis, clarinet, and 
Harold Maynard, trumpet. Smooth- 
eroos are led by Rakov’s sweet fiddle, 
piano, vibraphone, and Herbert Sul- 
kin, accordion. Cavicchio and Briggs 
team for dual ivory board work. 

Announcer Fred Cole spiels his 
copy in doggerel style, and Jack 
Wright's production supervision is on 
the nod side. Program is on twice 
weekly for 10 minute periods. 

Rakov is a hard working musical 
maestro and gets his men to dish out 
“ome good work. Collegians’ vocal- 
ling okay, teo. Combo work of 
quartet idea, its fast pace, quality of 
entertainment in its versatility puts 
it on the pop side of the ledger. 

Norm. 


‘TALES OF THE OKLAHOMA 

HIGHWAY PATROL’ 

15 Mins.—Local 
MISTLETOE EXPRESS 
Wednesdays, 6:30 p.m., CST 
WKY, Oklahoma City 

Series relating incidents in the 
daily experiences of Oklahoma’s 
state highway police. Good scripting 
by George Hammacher of actual 
incidents from the files of the depart- 
ment of public safety. 

No preachy stuff on safety but 
lessons in dramatic presentation save 
program from becoming just a pub- 
licitvy gag for the state police. Idcu 
is ideal and double-edged for spon- 
sorship by an outfit such as Mistletoe 
which covers the state with trucks 
operating day and night. 

Advertising not overdone as 
Mistletoe is using program as a good- 
will builder and prestige gag and do- 
ing so to good effect. 
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Under the new form of license | Santa Claus Warms Up Wholesome Party | Ame Guild of A e1 
which the Music Publishers Pro-| AFRA Council Going Into se “ange < ergs ~o “os 
tective Association is putting into ef- Syracuse, Dec. 28 Action—Probably This Dec. 28 | cast ( saa peapaaststigcay 
fect Jan. 3, there will be no royalty | hg Nic dt nh pe ‘ - Week—National Agencies ee 7 Y | vy NBC | tr wet it I d ¢ Te ! Con 
rebates on commercial transcrip- ‘mae ee ee OTe ae ‘ crnpiye dod . tract wit Colu Ll ¢ 
: ( a le 1 esident f the First ferred ly mu if $50 eek f ou 
tions unless such money is applied town of that name in Indiana) , : . ; poise si ag ’ ; a 
within 10 days after the payments was brought to WSYR, Syra- lo guarantee t t re . atten tn ; wa 
have been made. Harry Fox, MPPA cuse, by Harry Wilde! ipl WEBS LAST i it category NE¢ | BC whic have | o- 
gen, mgr., introduced this provision holiday attention-getter. ‘Santa ranged (1) that it be held at 11 | iy ne time ll be con- 
to prevent the program backers from C laus, however refused WSYR ‘ a.m., (2) that employees b | tinued 
balling up his bookkeeping records permission to get a sponsor! or Initial . - a their kids, and (3) that five Negotiators for AGRAP include 
by asking for rebates long after the to feed his broadcast to NBC. niuial negotiations for recognition minutes of it be broadcast on Gerald Dickler. attorney. Zale Dil- 
music coin involved has been dis- He just wanted microphone wage minimums and standard work- the ‘Farm and Home Hour. lon. Walter McDonouvh and Fred- 
tributed among the copyright own- SXpPersence before going com- ing conditions may begin Friday erick Knopfke Renresenting NRC 
ers mercial directly. morning (31) between the American 9 ore Mark Woods, vice-president; E 
Requests for rebates mostly stem|+ Waihnvntic f Rad Pan aes |Gardner Prime, counsel; Charles W 
from revised station schedules. An} e e worse OS ee SUES She Oe ros y S Crap Fitch, program manager; and Ed- 
account at the outset may figure on]; vertising agencies handling the mi ward F. McGrady, lakor relations 
using 20 stauons in a transcription | ] us alper or nationwide commercial sho. ° « counsellor for R.C.A Contract se- 
campaign and pay Fox the required | Expected that huddles will follow W th R () K A Y cured at CBS guarantce ubstantial 
royalties for all of them and then with representatives of lesser com- ] - OC raises for sound effects men before 
wind up with placing the records S ld B { , mercials and locally sponsored pro- the expiration of the contract a year 
on but 15 outlets in the original 0 ll oes grams. Talks with network official: ° e and a half from now. 
group. Fox believes that commer- | will take place after that. Other developments in AGRAP : 
cials, if they try, can furnish him e | Up to a late hour yesterday after- Being Adjusted negotiations are as_ follows: At i 
with more accurate schedules. noon (Tuesday) AFRA had not WBNX, indie foreign language sta- 
New contract forms also make it e Y. for Waxing 3.’ any of the leading agencies eee | tion in N. Y. contracts were signed 
mandatory for the licensee to furnish |in New York to set a specific date for | | this month for two years covering 
the MPPA with the names of the ——— the huddles. Agency execs said they} Differences between Bing Crosby | @mnouncing and_ production staffs. 
publisher, composer and lyric writer é | had no idea when a meeting might} anq Rockwell-O’Keefe on the matter | Received an increase of 162/3% over i 
of each number applied for. This i: Chicago, Dec. 28. | be held. AFRA heads. meanwhile ' pot aetiapesierd existing scale, and minimums estab- 
to prevent any confusion of copy- Sustaining program, ‘There Was A | were powwowing to decide which of siemens for the latter's Kraft) jiched this vear of $35 will be upped 
right ownership in the case of sim-| wo ian? developed by NBC™studios | agencies they would contact first. program assignment’ are_ being | to $40 in December, 1938. 
iar tithes. here s riteh x5 to N. Y. for ieiach | In numerous informal talks cov- | amicably settled. RKO claimed $33,- Negotiations “=? currently Boing ) 
naa se renee Spal I f }ering the last few months, Mrs. | 900 due in accumulated commissions | °” at Wwov in N. Y.. at WAAT in 
tion Jan. 9, when it starts airing | Emily Holt declares, agency execs | f ' a haat | Jersey City, and a revision of the } 
AUXILIARY STUDIO for Glass Container Association, new | have been ‘reasonable’ about all sug- | while the singer's brother, Everett, | present contract with WMCA is be- ) 
NBC-Blue account. Placed through/ gestions and have expressed them- Hollywood agent, had entered a} ing discussed. 
JURISDICTION ANGLE U. S. Advertising Co., Toledo ad lselves as sympathetic to the AFRA counter-claim of several thousand | AGRAEI al o filed charges recently 
agency, and gets a Sunday afternoon | aims. Exec-secretary thinks the | dollars. } wre re eee oe | 
—_—— 30-minute spot. Plugs glass milk | whole matter of negotiations should| situation in the strained relation: ae ae 7 ssn bat wie a a ce | 
idgeport, -c. 28. bottles. Program is one of the many|be wound up within four to six ey i acca. ‘ OE biryad nt ba ate Rei 2 ony / 
sdeatibcation af aCe wih me woman - behind - the - man things} months and that AFRA should have eseaseeiay renigne ee oe “ met, a he yh ee ae ee 
cities, Bridgeport and New Haven,| which have been developed. It laid| contracts covering all major com- partners, F. C. (Corky) O'Keefe and | @ ncy. : ) hearings as yet. 
has caused Shepard station to ne-| around for several years, and then | mercials and with all large net- | Mike Nidorf over their refusal tc | | 
gotiate agreements with A. F. of M.| last Spring went on as a sustainer, | works. consent to a merger with Consoli- | THOMPSON FRAMING 
locals in both burghs. Since wat-|and has done a one-a-week since | While the possibility now seem dated Radio Artists, Inc., remains | ¥ i 
ter’s headquarters are in Bridge-|that time. NBC contract talent was | unlikely, there is still a chance of a unchanged. At the height of the C i 
port, latter city’s musickers will be} used, and all were paid sustaining | pitter fight within the Associated | intra-partner dispute there was talk | SERIAL FOR PONDS 
employed most of the year, with|rates. None of the sustaining cast} Actors and Artistes of America over | about Rockwell selling out his inter- ; 
New Haven band getting work the| on the sponsored run. | jurisdictional rights in radio, Tussle, | est in the firm to O'Keefe and Ni 
rest of the annum. Program sale was handled by Chi | jf jt comes. would be between AFRA | orf. Rockwell is due back from | " 7 Hollywood, Dec. 28. 
Same situation holds for WBRY.|NBC department, and reason given|.ng the American Federation of | the Coast sometime next week. J Walter Thompson azency is pre- 
which has base in Waterbury and] for switch in production was be- Actors (vaude performer union). | nccnconnennmcnenessennen oo pede, a dramatic serial for Ponds, 
branch in New Haven. cause transcription facilities are Riek ihe snliae oenmeen the | Which initials Jan. 4 on NEC blue 
Gus Meyers, jr., longtime New| easier to set up in N. Y. | saedaeiainds Federation of Musicians ROSE BOWL KELLOGGED pti pion Program is titled ‘Those We 
England Poli pit maestro, and 10- ional al hea ‘ tesissenatine alk wit J : | Love’ and is being scripted by Agnes 
piece band signed for WICC studio | Mrs, Holt er ” ee pee T0 YANKEE NETWORK. Ridgway. Agency is rounding up a 
chore. Ork will be tagged ‘Con- SEATTLE ORGANIZES | seph N, Weber, president, provenly | stock company for minor roles with 
necticut Colonials, latter from a | this week, Two have worked to- | ees | picture names to command the leads. H 
Colonial network, which Meyers’ Several AFRA Meetings Held — |sether in the past when Mrs. Holt Boston. Dec. 28. | Talker replaces outfit’s ‘Husbands ; 
bunch will feed. Bridgeport local KOMO-KJR to Join as Body was for years associate counsel of Kellogg is bringing a sideline re-| and Wives,’ which has been airing 
stipulation calls for half-hour daily eke ‘ Actors Equity and are expected to | nort of the Rose Bow! game (31) io | from the East. John Christ, who 
before 5 p.m. Seattle, Dec. 28. | iron out misunderstandings amicably. iNew Enetend listener “in the | holds production rein on ‘One Man's | 
———— es American Federation of Radio Weber has denied that a letter SCN’ | yankee Network through a tele-| Family,’ will produce. ; 
Quaker Oats’ Idea Artists’ first meeting, a feeler-outer fewer pebregene walbr diageatngee Regen | phone hookup of its own. ei ; — 
by Vic Connors, rep from head | C@Ple@ any ‘i, |.. Bill Cunningham, who is on Col-| Cram ton Leaves Frida j 
nian offices, showed 42 people present | its jurisdiction, while Ralph White- | }:er’s All-American Selection Board, | My y ; 
Chicago, Dec. 28. and about 30 reputedly ready to | head has also disavowed any such | and does sports for the Boston Post | . ; 
New Quaker Oats 30-minute show | sign. At second meeting called for | interpretation on a letter he sent to | has the announcing assignment on| Savineton Crampton, radio head 
starting on the NBC blue web out of | midnight to get large representa- heads of the NBC artists service, the California end. lof the William Esty acency, is re- 
Chicago on Jan. 3 will ride from | tion, status of KOMO-KJR boys and| American Federation of Radio Art- | - . lturning to the west coast this Fri- 
9-9:30 a. m. with two 15-minute script | girls came in for discussion. This | ists now has 1,700 members in Ne |}day (31). He has been in New York 
serials carrying an over-all theme to | talent had certain commitments to | York City. New KMOX Am Show | the pest week going over Camel pro- 
give the entire period unity. fulfill. At last meeting KOMO-KSR | SSS St. Louis, Dec. 28. | vram matters with agency execus 
‘ whore * me half hour will be employes asked for time to hold | ° A new amateur show on the tour- | tives. 
Aunt Jemima’ with the second pe- | their own meeting when they will Loxol of Zotos Family nament plan, with single prize of | Jack Oakie show and the Benny 
riod to be ‘Margo Castlewood.’ Les |join the AFRA group. In forming $500 awarded at the end of 13 weeks, | Goodman program will remain in 
Weinrott is handling the writing as- the local AFRA chapter, talent was | Ex erimentin on Wax: began over KMOX Sunday (26). | their present Wednesday night spot 
signment. advised all instructions would be | B i g ? Program is 30 min. weekly under |on CBS for at least the next 12 
from main offices of union and local | ponsorship of Gasen Drug Stores. | weeks. 
| 
| 
} 














union heads of other afliliates would 


have no control over this body. 
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Roger White to Coast 


Guild of Announcers and Producers 


In Huddles for NBC Recsgnition 














which has 20 outlets in the city. One 


: winner will be chosen by listene: ° 
Detroit, Dec. 28. Local chapter of AFRA will be com- 3 ; ae who cast ae at stores on each of Blankenbaker Dies 
Bonus checks, equivalent to 10% | pleted as soon as KOMO-KJR talent New transcription show for Sale 12 broadcasts. Last show will find Hollywood, Dec. 28 
of yearly salary, were distributed to | signatures. Affiliates’ (Zotos, Marmell €ic.) si tannigeagtscus “ es ee ee ’ P ot ee 


130 »mployes of WJR last week by 











new product, ‘Loxol,’ shan poo tint 





the dozen weekly winners competing 


Ralph Blankenbaker, 52, who 


Manager Leo Fitzpatrick ; i , ‘ . 4 is being produced and recorded and final prize grabber determined | wrote the commercials for several 
Santa Claus reporting ‘one of thc W carly hie ae Sees: toger White Productio: 1 Ne by three judges. major shows, died in Hollywood Dec, 
vaca 5 VMT, Cedar Rapids-Waterloo, has | <*‘ : ; . 23. He had been ailing for some 
most prosperous years in station's | signatured new contracts for the em- | YPk- Wax show is in nature of time. 
history, noted that WJR payroll had | ployment of musicians in the studios 26-week test series, emanati Tom Dewey Lipton’s Commercial Biankenbaker’s last connection was 
— from 36 five years ago toO| maintained by the station in either KNX, Hollywood At — 7 San Francisco, Dec. 28 ith Geyer, Cornell & Newell as 
130 this year. town. Agreement requires the ex- | broadcast goes ‘live ou oO Lady Alycia Beauty Products Hints | copywriter on «he Nash-Kelvinator 
Ea eae, penditures of a minimum of $25,000 | Hollywood being constructed "| for Hollywood Stars on KPO shifted | account, leaving early the past fall 
Ted MacMurray’s Promotion a year for the next two years be- | Present material. Pi to straight film gossip (23), with! to visi: his daughter and son-in-law 
Chicago, Dec. 28. tween the two layouts. | Slotti, piano duo, and myst barl- | Dewey Lipton replacing femme gab- | on the Coast. He has also been with 
With Bob Hafter taking over full Deal is part of the general settle- | ‘one, are the talent. |ber under new title Hollywood | Batten, Barton, Durstine & Osborne, 
time job as producer of the Wrigley | ment plan worked out between the | Roger White goes to the Coast In) Boulevardier. The show continues | Inc., and Erwin, Wasey & Co 
‘Double Everything’ variety shows | American Federation of Musicians |two weeks, « ing an office and | twice weekly. Tuesdays and Thur anid 
Ted MacMurray gets the Superviso1 | and the network affiliated stations. upervising new Li I serie \Iton | days, at 4 p.m. The account is ser- W. T. Lane's Local Acency 
of Productions desk at WBBM. - Alexander remains in charge Of} viced by Frank E. Cox agency, Oak- Syracuse, Dec. 21. 
Ma-Murray has been with WBBM Pittsburgh was represented on N-. Y. office in order to pi ie new | Jand William T. Lane, who once serv d 
for five years, coming in as an en-| Heinz ‘Magazine of Air’ over CBS| Zotos progran et to re os . — —— as commercial manager of WSYR 
gineer and working into production | inst Thursday (23) by Betty Atkin- | February. Ernest Rogers, publicity director | and piloted several sponsored | roe 
department. Before that, was con-| s yn, 16-year-old violinist, and special New Roger White ¢ is being es- f WSB and WAGA, Atlanta, eran t firmed a Syracuse de 
nected with KSL, KMOX, and KSO | Chrisimas sketch authored by Frank | tablished fe t also ise Corn | scheduled to address American rtising agency bearing his name 
in the .arious capacities of program | Seidel, WCAE writer. Pr t ll return to air sometime | Acs’n of Teachers of Journalism or Lane 1 former newspavervyan 
director, band leader, actor, singer Mrs. J. C. Boulianne. prez. KVI,;n January, with broadcast emanatint yme phases of radio in Columb id ey eretary to Mayor Rolland 
and producer, back in Seattle after eastern trip Be He wood, Ohio. |B. Mar 
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Proposed Massachusetts Law 


Would Excuse 


Radio Stations 


From Newspaper Rule of Libel 


Boston, Dec. 28. 


Petition for legislation to establish | 
defamation of | 


tor 
radio broadcast is 
this state 
Massachusetts 
Docket will include 
Rep. Philip G 


much re- 


responsibility 
character by 
scheduled in 
General Court of 
venes on Jan. 5. 
l worked up by 
Bowker 


search 


when 


con 


—] 


of Brookline, afte 


“ourts now hold radio in the same 


absolute rule of liability as news- 
papers, that he who publishes, pul- 
lishes at his peril. Newspaper rule, 
Bowken avers, is a misfit in the radio | 
industry. Radio, the innocent by- 


stander, must now take the wallop 
for deliberate ad libbing from per- 
sons who take the air with the im- 
mediate intention of reading his copy 
word for word. Delicate enmeshment 
of libel and slander, censoring and 
freedom of speech will be affected 


the | 





Rep. Bowker brought out some 
salients over WBZ and WBZA, Bos- 


| 


ton-Springfield, Mass., at the invita- |} 
tion of John A. Holman, General 
Manager. 


Bowker said, in part: 

‘The subject of radio broadcasting 
with regard to its power and oppor- 
tunity to cause injury to a business 
or to an individual is an extensive 
as well as a rather intricate lega: 
matter. When the term, defamation 
of character is mentioned, the idea 
of political speeches quite naturally 
comes to mind. Before going into 
that particular phase of broadcasting 
let us reflect for a moment on what 
a malicious word or two over the 
air might mean to a business. Radio 
needs no salesman to knock on your 
door to gain entry to your home and 
it does not need a license to be heard 
in general pubiic by groups of 
people, in public places such as drug 
stores, barbershops, and in an im- 
mense variety of other business 
gathering locations. True, you can 
turn off a program at your own 
pleasure, but unfortunately, not 
quick enough to prevent a defama- 
tory word or phrase from reaching 
your ears. The power of radio 
through direct suggestive pressure. 
on the public mind, is something to 
conjure with. A remark may well 
be made in the spirit of joking by a 
friendly business competitor, yet in- 
calculable harm may result. 

The practical fact is that before 
an extemporaneous statement can be 
cut off the air the damage is done 
and it is then too late to remedy it. 
The speaker may suddenly ‘ad lib’ 
and before a few seconds have passed 
most grievously injure the reputa- 
tion of another. 

Under existing Court Rules the 
station as well as the speaker re- 
main liable in damages and thus the 
situation, at present, in so far as 
commercial programs are concerned 
in cases of deviation, is quite unfair 
to the broadcasting authorities. 

Up to the Paper 

liability applies to the 
newspaper. It means that the news- 
paper is liable regardless of every 
consideration of excuse, except as 
the statute has carved out limited 
exceptions. The newspaper creates 
its own copy and knows in advance 
what it is to publish. It is in a posi- 
tion to censor what it publishes and 
nothing goes into its publication 
which it cannot delete. Good sense 
seems to require a different rule as 
to radio broadcasting. The news- 
paper rule is a misfit in the radio 
business, yet the Courts, prone t 
adhere to analogy. seem unwiiling to 
differentiate. Consequently, if a sen- 
sible ruling is to govern, it must be 
made as a matter of substantive law 


Absolute 


or Court decision departing from ex- | 


isting precedent. ; 

The subject of political speeches 
in this situation has greatly per- 
plexed chose radio broadcasting con- 
cerns who desire above all to give 
clean and inoffensive programs. SEC 


312, Communications Act of 1934 
Title 47, Chapter 5, U.S.C.A., state 
‘such licensee shall have no powe 


of censorship over the 
broadcast under this section.’ Unde 
this the speaker exercises full right 
of free speech and the broadcasting 
station must not censor his speech 
Thus, any qualified candidate foi 
public office cannot be controlled in 
his specch by the radio station. I 
think that it is here that most of the 
public resentment at radio remarks 
is centered. The question of outside 


| casting. 


radio pick-ups also leaves the station 
in an unfavorable position. Utter- | 
ances uncensored at. banquet hall 

round table, athletic field or public 
squace may plunge a Station Int 

damages, as may it be, for a chance 
ark of a bystander who break 

nto the broadcast The station in 

t circumstances has no adequat 
means to protect itself. 

From a survey of the radio court 
cases and decisions in this country 
t is apparent that the radio industry 
can take no comfort from the ma- 
jority of them. The newspaper rult 
of absolute liability is the genera! 


standard adopted and if it is to be) 
considered as the controlling prece- 
dent there is little relief in sight 
There should be some remedial! legis- 
lation or court decision which recog- 
nizes the differences in the nature 
of newspaper publishing and broad- 
I could very easily that 

the broadcasting station makes pos- | 
injury to the good name «| 

others and therefore should suffer 
the consequent penalties but that 
would be the impracticable view as 


Say 


sible 


held in some quarters. The real 
question is what remedy, if any. | 
should be provided. In my mind a | 


very fair rule would be to exempt | 
the broadcasting station from lia- 
bility except for lack of due care. 
This would adequately protect the 
public as no station could then af- | 
ford to permit promiscuous defama- | 
tion over its network for fear its 
conduct would be considered as con- 
trary to the public interests result- 
ing in the loss. vf its license. 


Diplomatic Kids Heard 
Again Over NBC, But 


Japanese Tots Silent 


Washington, Dec. 28. 

International Children’s party, ar- 
ranged by the Greater National Ca- 
pital Committee of the Washington | 
Board of Trade, celebrated for the | 
fifth time the get-together of chil-| 
dren of foreign diplomats in a pro- | 
gram broadcast throughout the world. | 
Over the NBC network, childish 
voices of small foreigners were 
broadcast from the Carlton Room of 
the Carlton Hotel, while fond par- 
ents listened in. Moppets. dressed 
in the native costumes of their own 
countries, totalled 24—in contrast to 
the nine youngsters who started the 
first broadcast. 

With short wave stations W3XAL, 
Bound Brook, N. J.. and W1XK. Bos- 
ton, carrying the Christmas greet- 
ings in the native tongue of each of 
the broadcasters, good wishes were 
flashed to 19 different countries. 
Ages of broadcasters ranged from 
three to 13 years. 

Hits of the afternoon were Martin | 
Althaus, son of the Naval Attache of | 
the Peruvian Legation and Paul 
Wankowicz, son of the counselor of 
the Polish Embassay. The young 
Peruvian laid them in the aisles with 
his gift for oratory, while the Polish | 
youngster, wearing a belted white | 
smock, drew numerous comments | 
concerning his blond beauty. | 

Effect of the gathering smacked of 
a League of Nation's pow-wow— 
with very little English heard in 
Washington’s swankiest and most 
conservative hotel. Parents, nurse- 
maids and French governesses hov- 
ered over the sleek little diplomats 
during the entire performance— 








| 
| 











material | 


even to the point where the moppets 


sat down to ice cream and cake as 
a reward for their labors. 

Belles of previous NBC Interna- 
tional Children’s parties — Sakiko 


and Saito, daughters of the Japanese 
Ambassador—were present but did 
not receive the usual publicity from 
a.war-frightened Washington. 


Fireman in Evening Clothes 
St. Louis, Dec, 28. 
production manager 
of KWK, lost the coat of his evening 
| suit and suffered burns on the hands 
| last week in extinguishing a blazing 
dress worn by Louise Benoist Bryan 
at the Municipal Auditorium during 


| Dan Seyforth 


— Yale Dramatic Club’s rpesenta- 
tion of ‘And for Yale.’ 
Incident occurred in the refrec- 


tory of the buildings when a care- 
lessly tossed match ignited Miss 
Bryan’s tulle evening gown. 


' ships. 


| WW)’s Commedia 


} line 


| grams, 


SUSPENSE OVER; NEW 


| 


Don Searle Joins Central 


Lincoln, Dec. 28. 

Don Searle, manager of WIBW, 
Topeka, Kan., the Capper publication 
station, resigned this week as of Jan. 
1, when he will become general man- | 
of the Central States Broadcast- 

ng Co., to office in Omaha. | 
Central States has KOIL, Omaha; | 
KFAB and KFOR, Lincoln, at pres- | 
ent, just last week paying $55,000 for | 
WAAW, Omaha, pending approval of 
FCC. Exec committee of CSBC— | 
Charles Stuart, Joe W. Seacrest, C.| 
L. Carper and Frank Throop—made | 








agel 


the decision. 

Searle has been in radio since | 
1925, when he was part owner and 
manager of KOIL, Omaha. Had been | 
it WIBW since 1933. | 

Omaha, Dec. 28 

John Henry has resigned from 
Central States Broadcasting Co., ef- | 
fective Jan. 1. Ends six years re- 
lationship) with company during | 


which he served under three owncr- | 


Shortwaver Will Build Own 
Not ‘Rebroadcast’ Unit! 


Detroit, Dec. 28. 

WW4J's shortwaver, W8XWJ, starts 
an 18-hour daily sked next Monday 
(3) in an experiment designed to 
make outlet first shortwaver to go 
commercial in U. S. 

Shortwaver already has FCC per- 
mish to air commercial shows. 

Production of suitable programs | 
devolves upon Wellington Granzow, | 
formerly one of WW4J’s production | 
men. Granzow has been laying out 
a complete setup, requirements, etc., 
for which he'll get help in form of | 
an entire new staff or portion of 
WWJ's siaff when he needs it. 

Inauguration of separate programs 
for shortwaver, located atop town’s 
tallest building, the Penobscot, is in 
with FCC’s frown on_ short- 
waver's rebroadcasting of other pro- | 
W8XWJ for past year or so 
has depended on picking up WW."’s 
shows during its 7-hour daily sked. 











UNCLE WIP CHOSEN 


Philadelphia, Dec. 28. 

Wavne Cody has been named by 
WIP to succeed James Willard, Jr.., 
as ‘Uncle Wip.’ Willard’s resigna- 
tion as ‘Dear Kiddies’ spieler is ef- 
fective Sunday (2). Cody does a 
couple moppet shows on WFIL, one 
tagged ‘Jolly Man,’ sponsored by 
Strawbridge & Clother, co-owners of 
the outlet, and another ‘Old King 
Cole,’ bankrolled by Bachman 
Chocolate Co. 

He’ll give up ‘Jolly Man’ to take 
the ‘Uncle Wip’ post, but will con- 
tinue with the chocolate company, 
which just signed him for a year. 
Cody’s an old-timer in vaude and 
music. 

‘Jolly Man’ will be supplanted on 
WFIL by ‘Melody Miss,’ Polly Willis, 
staff chirper. A former schoolmarm, 
with two kids of her own, she'll do 
turn similar to Ireene Wicker’s 
‘Singing Lady.’ 


Quiz Biz Boomish 


Philadelphia, Dec. 28. 
Run on quiz shows has hit Philly 
hard with second outlet in past sev- 
eral weeks adding a new one. Latest 
is WFIL’s ‘Let’s Pop the Question,’ 
which, in search for new locale, will | 
set offering in an old-fashioned gen- 

eral store as a corn-popping bee. 
Store owner tends the corn and 
pops the questions, with participants | 
and studio aud joining in com- 
munity sing and eating popped corn. 





Elizabeth Hart Out 


Boston, Dec. 28. 

Northwestern Labs went off WEEI 
is scheduled last week. A last-min 
ite change of mind canceled a pre- 
vious cancellation only to have the 
canceled cancellation dusted off and 
estored as scheduled. 

Elizabeth Hart, who conducted the | 
show for Louis Glaset 
igency, had her status changed with 
every telephone call on the fateful | 
m day. 





i the Hearst 


| 
{ 


cosmetic 


opti 


| 
Frank Blair, program-plotter for | 
it WFBC, Greenville, S. C., | 
Dec. 29 to join WOL, 


past year 


left station 


| Washington, D. C. 


} numbers 





Radio's Newspaper Spending 





American 


paper space. 





Newspaper Publishers Association 
showing radio industry (sets) ranks fourth among all kinds of busi- 
ness firms spending more than $50,000 a year in purchase of news- 


Radio follows right after automobiles, tobacco and tires in that 
order, dishing up $5,182,000 on publications, with 3,675,000 going to 
newspapers. Represents outlay of seven set manufacturers. 


Philadelphia, Dec. 28. 
has released figures 








IST KATE SMITH DISCS 
IN SIX YEARS CUT 


refraining from making rec- 
Kate 


Smith experienced a change of mind 


After 


ords for the past six years, 


(Tuesday) waxed four 
Victor 


and yesterday 


tor 


Decision to record was partially 
prompted by a desire to Intro via 
the wax medium a new swing ar- 


rangement of the contralto’s thematic 
‘Moon Comes Over Mountain. 
Thought was to cash in on the cur- 
rent popularity swing versions of 
old songs are attaining. Other num- 
bers Miss Smith recorded are ‘Gold 
Mine in Sky.’ ‘You're a Sweetheart’ 


and ‘Bei Mir Bist Du Schoen.’ 

It was at the suggestion of her 
| manager, Ted Collins, that the 
warbler nixed recordings shortly 
after she went network radio seven 
years ago. Collins, who had been 
in the pop-record biz, thought the 


contralto should concentrate 
caroling as a live performer only. 
Deal with Victor is for the quartet 
of selections only. Before further 
waxing, sales results will be weighed. 


Vine Street 
Crosstalk 


her 











| He’s the ‘mad Russian’ on 
| aco show. 


Hollywood, Dec. 28. 

Tiny Ruffner back from confab- 
bing in N. Y. with Ruthrauff & Ryan. 

Don Gilman moved out the en- 
tire production staff to make an of- 
fice in the main building for Lew 
Frost. 

Bob Hope looks like a fixture on 
the Warners-Lucky Strike opus. 

Ashmead Scott, air producer, has 
Max Gordon interested in his radio 
novel, ‘American Backdrop,’ for a 
Broadway look-see. 

Bill Lewis due on the Coast to 
oversee production on the new Ches- 
terfield show. Marty Gosch back in 


town on same chore. 

Walt Disney's cartoon show for 
Pepsodent will be tagged Mickey 
Mouse Theatre of the Air. Lord & 


Thomas unveils it Jan. 2. 

Fibber McGee and Molly due to 
shift their base to Hollywood after 
year turns. 

Edward Arnold and his wife, Olive, 
did a Yule turn on the Coast ‘Thrills’ 
show. He played Santa and she car- 
oled a number from her former con- 
cert repertoire. 

Charles Vanda turned his KNX 
production staff loose on five new 
quarter-hour afternoon programs. 

Sam Hearn’s (‘(Schlepperman) 
brother, Lew, landed a regular spot 
on Joe Penner's show. 


Helen Hancock, one time with 
WOR, New York, now dishing up 
publicity at KNX. 

Fred Allen held on the Coast one 


week longer than he cared for on ac- 
count of retakes on his picture. He's 
one of the few top air names who no 
like these diggin’s. 

Eddie Robinson taking ‘Big Town’ 


to New York for two. broadcasts, 
Jan. 18 and 25. 
Meredith Willson composed an 


original Alice in Wonderland score 
for a Coast broadcast. 

Eddy Duchin will do his ‘Romance 
Hour’ for Elizabeth Arden from the 
Coast after Feb. 1 over Mutual. 

Margo guesting on Chase & San- 
born program Jan. 2. 


Jack Gross formally inducted as 








Daytime Bands 


Opposite Serials, 
Mutual Idea 


Hollywood, Dec. 28. 

More’ transcontinental programs 
with local sponsorship, patterned 
after George Jessel’s 30 Minutes in 
Hollywood,’ will be broadcast by 
Mutual in 1938, Fred Weber, head- 
man of the baby network, told Coast 
radio eds at a luncheon last Wednes- 
day (22). Chain affiliates are happy 
with the arrangement and it also 
taps a new commercial field, Weber 


said. By this medium, he explained, 
air advertisers can take anv num- 
ber of stations for one to 72 which 


affords them the privilege ci picking 
their spots in the sale of 
commodities. 

Weber refused to commit Mutual 
on a policy of policing air tattlers, 
saying that Jessel’s programs have 
expressed it better than any official 
pronouncement by him. He added 


seasonal 


| his voice to those of other network 


: for 





manager of KEHE, vice Murray 
Grabhorn, who goes east as Elliott 
Roosevelt's assistant, new chief of 


radio interests. | 
Bud Rutherford head flacking KHJ | 
in addition to writing the newscasts | 
for Glenn Hardy. 
Bert Gordon's Yule gift from Ed- 
die Cantor was a 26-week reve ti 
the Ten-| 

| 

' 

| 

| 


Columbians at KNX drew an extra 


week's pay from Saint Nick. 


Rep. Ayer Adds WATR 


Hibbard Ayer, station rep, has add- | fice, 


ed a seventh station to his list, | 
WATR, Waterbury, Conn, 

Broadcaster is a 100-watter, 
time. 


on full 


' 
|} with N. 


heads who have recognized the Coast 
as an all-important production center 
radio. The Don Lee chain, he 
said, would be looked to next year 
to furnish a heavy run of programs 
with picture talent. 

Weber intimated that Mutual 
would experiment with daytime 
dance bands to compete against the 


heavy schedule of strip shows. He 
believes that a vast audience is be- 
ing overlooked, that every one 


doesn’t dial the serial talkers. 

Weber remains over the holidays 
for a series of conferences with 
Lewis Allen Weiss, general manager 
of the Don Lee chain affiliate. 


INTERNATIONAL EVENTS 
EMPHASIZED AT WWJ 


Detroit, Dec. 28. 

Series of international crises, af- 
fecting United States’ possibility of 
getting into another war, have 
prompted a round of Sunday eve- 
ning lectures over WWJ here. 

Half-hour talks, at 10:30 p.m. Sun- 
days, will be given by Rev. Fr. 
Frederic Siedenburg, S. J., execu- 
tive dean of the University of De- 
troit; Dr. August P. Reccord, of Uni- 
versalist Church, Detroit, and Bryan 
Rust, professor of international re- 
lations at Wayne U. 





Staff Exits at WIP 


Philadelphia, Dec. 28 

Jack Barry, sports spieler on WIP, 
who handled all baseball for past 
two years, has resigned in shakeup of 
gabbing staff. Shifts put Barry on 
night trick and he refused the after- 
dark assignment because of conflict 
with outside speaking jobs. 

James Willard, Jr.. who served as 
‘Uncle WIP’ on kids’ show for past 
six years, turned in his papers, ef- 
fective Sunday (2) and Caroline Ann 
Cross, who runs Woman's Club of the 
Air, is understood ready to toss her 
keys in, too. 


DCRIS GILBERT WEST 

Doris Gilbert, special scriptist at 
World Broadcasting System, and 
niece of Ed Wolf, radio producer, is 
en route to Hollywood. 

Will holiday with her parents, Mr. 
and Mrs. L. Wolfe Gilbert, the song- 
writer, and contemplates headquar- 
tering on the Coast. 


Ayer Moves Whipple 
Philadelphia, Dee. 28. 

Plummer Whipple, publicity man 
W. Ayer agency, 
from Detroit to Philly 
Work he did in the lake 
will be divided uD among othe 
fers there. 

No accounts 
heré for’ him 


been 
of- 
city 
staf- 


has 
shifted 


! 
been 


have 
yet. 


lined up 
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WALE-WOY BATTLES 
WIN NO CAMPALTGNS 


so is done, the battle is half won.” 


eWe believe a good advertising campaign wins 
HALF the battle. 





e “Dealer Support” ... so vitally necessary for 
complete success... wins the other half. 


e Wholesalers, Jobbers, and Retailers all support 
a campaign on 
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as a super-power 
tion, enjoys an envy 
position among 
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0’Cedar Sponsors Swing 


O’Cedar Products, of Chicago, has 


larger brothers. NBC 


Red and Blue net 
affiliation — cent 
located, intensive 
nal—no outside co 
tition. 






WEED & COMPANY, CE 


N. B. C. 
RED & BLUE 


po ad been signatured as sponsor for 
iable Martin Block’s Sunday Swing con- 

its cert on WNEW, New York, starting 
work on Jan. 30. Show originates in 


— Criterion theatre on Broadway at 
sig- | 
mpe- ll a.m., running one hour, 







Tie-ups with O’Cedar dealers will 
take part of 2,000 tickets available 
|each week. Merle Pitt's ‘Make Be- 
| lieve Ballroom’ band furnishes back- 


= : “ ground music, with guest musicians 
rCF UNITED 


STATES REPRESENTATIVES jalso on programs, 
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WTIC’s Fertile Market 
by the Jansky and Bai 


Of This 





as shown 
ley Survey 


Rich Southern 


New England Market 


Tapping this Southern New England! sales per capita than the country at 


market has put a worth 
many a “sales record. 


wile plus on) large. 
And Station’ Ross Federal’s thorough check of their 


WTIC is practically a must if you want listening habits shows that WTIC fits 


to make the most of it fe 
uct. As a market, WTIC’s 
secondary coverage areas 
4,000,000 people living in 
Western Massachusetts, 


yr your prod-j|this rich market like a glove—with 
primary and | 60.72 of these families listening to 


include some | WTIC at a given time compared to! 
Connecticut, | 24.37 for the next most popular station. | 


Eastern New, This 149 greater coverage can assure 


York, Vermont and New Hampshire.| you a full measure of profits when you 


Government figures show 
to be 15°) above the nat 


their income | dip into this market with Station WTIC. 
ional average | Write today for your new 32 page 


as far as spendable dollars are con-,| brochure giving full details on the Ross 


cerned, And they acco 
more retail sales and 50 


rf 
af 


The Vravelers Broadea 
Corporation 


unt for 23 Federal Survey and facts about the 
more food, WTIC billion dollar market. 


99,000 WATTS. 
HARTFORD, CONN. 
ting Service Member NBC Red Network and 


Paul W. Morency, General Manager Jumes F, Clancy, Business Manager 


WEED & COMPANY—( 


National Representatives 


HICAGO—DETROIT—NEW YORK—SAN FRANCISCO 
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| elaboration of the Commission’s rea- 
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COURT RULING een emir sues 


Airport Delayed Permission 


BRAKES SPEED | ie ee PonTLavo, 


WFIL breathed an extra deep one , 
Station 


| last Thursday (23) when City Coun- 
> NBC Basic Red 
|cil, after long delay, approved erec- | e a 
DE iS P gfe Rawrnttnye cig Seni: Network 
|} tion of new antenna in Southwest ; 


| Philly. Land was purchased after | 
long tests to find most effective spot 
for the station’s new transmitter. 








Washington, Dec. 28 

Delay in announcing what has Outlet’s execs, however, forgot to 

; figure that it was very close to city’s |} 
, ;}new airport and there was a load of | 
plications probably will amount to | opposish to erection of the two 330- | NEW VORA + CHICAGO 
nearly two weeks under present} foot towers. That’s what made ap- OETROIT > SM FREMEISED 
| proval so long in coming. Work on| 
{transmitter and towers was begun | 
| yesterday (Monday), 


been done with important radio ap- 


Federal Communications Commis- 
sion procedure. 





Restrictions imposed early this| 
weekby the D. C. Court of Appeal: = > - : 2 
have upset most important of the! 
ideas Chairman Frank R. McNinch 
had for speeding up administrative | 
machinery and simplifying the work 
of settling tiffs between rival appli- 
cants. Ruling of Chief Justice D. 
Lawrence Groner—that every vital | 
decision must be accompanied by a} 
finding of fact and written explana- 
tion—knocked out the thought of is- 
suing orders without the customary 





ut 


son for taking the action it did 

Waits probably will not be as long | 
as was the case when the old three- | 
man division structure existed but 
neither will procedure be stream- 
lined as McNinch contemplated. 

Under the old system, the Broad- 
cast Division used to reach an agree- 
ment at a certain date and fix an 
‘effective date’ some weeks in the fu- 
ture. Then before this time was 
reached, it would rubber stamp a 
‘statement of facts and grounds for 
decision’ written by the legal staff 
and issue an appropriate order car- 
rying out the decision. 

MeNinch’s Idea 

McNinch scheme was to decide} 

cases and issue orders almost im-| 
’ . 

mediately, except in matters which You ve been tops with me! Excuse me here } 
presented grave policy issues or in-| . 


volved peculiar circumstances, New | comes a chap I think is going to be a 


chairman thought it would be suffi- 
cient to grant or deny pleas and in 
announcing the action to refer to 
’ 
i 











good friend of mine... 


1 


some earlier case where comparab 
issues were disposed of in a written 
decision. Only in rare occasions did 
he expect to render formal opinion 


This was made impossible by Jus- | 


tice Groner’s rulings in the WiL- AS 020M 0 358 MOM 0: GM CO} 


Star Times case. In denying the WIL} : 
appeai, the Court of Appeals held| 
that the Commish is obligated to | OF THE NATION 
ve every party a clear-cut expla-| DAYTON OHIO 
was taken and that there must be ; Nat'l. Representative, JOHN BLAIR & CO. al 


‘ 





nation of why the particular action | 
no unreasonable delay in carrving 
ilit 


out this responsibi 
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' Craven's Uncomfortable Session 


Washington, Dec. 28 

For the third successive year Federal Communications Commission 
members are receiving rough treatment during their appeal ‘ 
before the House Appropriations Committee 

One-man campaign of Representative Richard B, Wiggls orth 
Massachusett Republican pursestring holder, was aimed primaril 
this time at Commander T. A. M. Craven. Lively grilling of the re- 
tirea navy officer occurred at closed-d I € 10! ast weel Ye ave 
( cione f q) SV K ¢ | té ( oe t 
I ( the iddle part ) t tic € 

Details of the secret hearing will not be forthcoming fo eve 
weeks when the bill ca ying funds for next year's operatio: 


mitted, but it was whispered that Craven was target for numerot 
t 


quiries about his personal background as well as affairs of the co 


mish. 


DEMOCRATS SECONDING 
WICHITA APPLICATION 


Wichita, Kans., Dec. 28. |cKLW, with the Jan. 16 broad. 

Lynn R Brodrick, Marysville, | cast. Program, chiefed by John 

Kans., Democratic national commit- | Anthony, is a Sunday-night half- 
teeman, and C M Fitzwilliam, | hour, 











‘Good Will’ Dropped Off 
3 MBS Links by Sponsor 


Ma cF at ide Pp ublis i 
‘Good W 1 Hour’ off link of three 


¢ 


ichita, chairman of the siate cen- | Account will concentrate 

] mn toe Ve) an o neor- ; 
tral commiuitee, were amon inco! broadcasting barrage in its ‘Court 
porators for Capitol sroadcasting 


|of Human Relations’ program which 
Co. which filed appl cation for | a. L. Alexander recently joined to 
charter to establish 100 or 250-watt | which rides NBC-red Fri- 
radio station in Topeka, Kans, 

Other incorporators were: Harry 
C. Castor, Wichita: Lester E. Cox, 
Springfield, Mo.: E. R. Sloan, Charle 
A. Moore and Otis S. Allen, all of | 
Toveka. 

Brodrick stated station would be | actor at WTAM, Cleveland, | 
established as business enterprise | from a heart attack at studio . ring 
and had nothing to do with politics. | work and is confined to Charity Hos- 

; — | pital for a rest. 

Milt Blink of Chicago office of Pooler best known here as cre- 
Standard Radio to coast to discuss| ator of radio character 
new production plans with Jerry Sem and his Northern Lights net-| 
King, work series, 


preside, 

days. 

en 

Waldo Pooler Collapses 
Cleveland, Dec. 28. 


Waldo Pooler, ee toe n an and 
lapsed 











LOENT OPINION 


McNinch Feels Precedent of 
Paul Segal Case Has Clar- 
ified Ethics Sufficiently— 
Deny F.C.C. Will Demand 
Strengthened Assurances 
from Petitioners 





MOVEMENT EBBS 


_ 90 
Washing ton, Dec. 28 
~ r ( F'¢ { u 
1101 Col nl on rules of practice 
for radio lawyers appeared remote 


indication 
that disclosures during the recent 
Segal disbarment trial would lead to 


) 


this week despite prior 


shter regulation of the conduct ol! 
licensee representatives, 

Thought of overhauling the appli- 
cation forms, in order to make mis- 
representation well nigh impossible, 


has not been entirely dismissed, nor 


1 


clauses to the general code of ethics 
3ut enthusiasm for such a move i 
ying out vaniaie and it looks now 


| as though barristers will have to let 


their consciences be their guides. 
Although still mulling the advis- 
ability of such a_ step, Chairman 
Frank R. 
is coming to feel that there is no ne- 
essity for tightening up. He consid- 


ers the present regs are specific 


(Continued on page 37) 


has the idea of adding more specific 


MecNinch told Variety he 





Storer in attempts to purchas¢ 


AIR and move it to Toled 


NOT NECESSARY. ECC. Nixes Plea of Scripps-Howard 


or Probe Into George Storer Set-Up 


N I { / petition, WSPD é 
[ ee f é tne Co n i ‘ 
tT) n 
é ¢ r f ( ‘ B I Cal ) 
rie ip whic € ( « 
Ly ed » I é i é S 
é 
. i + Ir ¢ 
t S How 
oC 
oil i f 
f ~ + 


iain: tne peitaainil |WALR or to move it to Tolede 


: , . nde! yme agreement t 
omm n piun V qaenieda € en etition 
papers request fe a ventila- | 
of Storer s relations with 
3PD, Toledo; WAIR, Zanesville WLW’S CLOCK ORBIT 
Community sroad¢ } Co 


ter new torewe covet ROR NEW YEAR'S EVE 


een € tne ee ) e] : ; 
Cincinnati, Dec. £ 
calio iffecting the vO € 
Ope! ing ’ro the ock in le- 
vere hi s fire ating round the clocl n cele 
4 ; , | bration of New Yea Eve WLW 
?) ov d pe on Ww basec 
I will broadcast dance band programs 
pic n 1 ( . e . 
' Olidly from 11:15 p.m. to 5:45 am 
casting Cr en ; mea Cn) 1] . { 
: : schedule calls foi ix remote from 
t 10 ¢ a € 4 . 
; ; ocal spots, five feeds from Mutual 
hast July Ne a lI € iront 


and eight from NBC. 

} WLW is on the air resularly for 
20 hours and 15 minutes daily 

4 ” 

Links? 3ands to be picked up locally for 


upport of the contention that|the New Year’s Eve music 
| 


marathon 


th ‘ommish was not given full de are Phil Davis, Don Redman. Don 
tails about the inter-relationship, | Bestor, Clyde McCoy, Jess Hawkin: 
Scripps-Howard pointed out’ that|and Vincent Lopez. Mutual will feed 
Storer, in the name of WSED,|Shep Fields, Kay Kyser, Sammy 
fought strenuously at one time to|Kaye, Dick Stabile and Leighton 


preve 
t 


\ 


abandoned its opposition 


e 


nphasis was 
that, 


ithe 


nt shift of WALR from Zane Noble. NBC will feed the orc} estras 
to Toledo, but later suddenly |of Paul Whiteman, Jack Winston. 
Further | Freddie Nagel, Garwood Van, 

placed on the fact| Fletcher Henderson, Jimmy Grier, 
after trying to get help from | Harry Lewis and the Royal Hawaiian 
courts in preventing additional’ hotel combo, 





| 
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30,000 WATTS - PHILADELPHIA 


in 
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Thousands Ors Called Anti-Labor: 


ebuttal Denial Snags KF, L.A. 


Washington. Dec. 28. equal treatment for candidates for 


KFI's Defense 


Wednesday, Dec ember 29, 





1937 








| 
| Plates Match Waves 


Portland, Ore., Dec. 28. 

Have your auto license match 

your wave length, That's the 

latest novelty exploitation 

thought up by C. O. Chatterton - —_— 

and Carey Jennings of KGW- 
KEX. 


KGW is 620 kilos. Chatter- Growing 











Washington, Dec. 28. 
concern about the pos- | of the three members of the old 
sible lo of five so-called Pan-| Broadcast Division were all set to 
Sas ' i Pe] c c 





= er 


‘Shortwave Dispute Drags On; Cairo 
ure to Bring Forth Other Contenders 


! 


narily would be the case since two 


ton’s car license for 1938 is a Pree S tat ttn Maw. 48 
° ‘slled upon t explain the matter ? 26 * » 2 18 kilos American short-wave assignments parcel out the wave oth s N v¥; 30 
“a gain rl teas i MEN tle Oregon 620. KEX is 1180 kilos, ‘then the administrative machinery 
5 t f the I 1 . , \ -eserved f the U 1 States is ex-; wnen ne adlt : é m< inery 
VM . tot eat O O tiie Cla +1 } moar ‘ment confirmed that : . — : . o reserve? Or Une nitec S 1s - 
AUEOEY. :PELSSRRM Ete SANS erenr cn en si Jennings has license No. 1180. F was stream-lined 
Commu ‘ations Comn on to beefs t had ec] od to sell time to the : a : pressed is result of prolonged de lay . . . 
TCommunicar iis see ag Geciinen | vlna . ¥ Auto plates on thelr cars are : ' ‘ 
he Earl C. Ant! { 1imed that the pro- ie cal on the part of the Federal Com-| 
cu OMS ‘ ' cishlgineitcs mounted with a dummy mike ear ae issi tt , 5 | 
t de ms ( " ) va pro-empilovel , tal lat cts +4 munications Commission In se lins ° 
= 4 ‘Bali ryegt: ¢ fa) ’w i ins we . 
bo irf i i ib — . oe De — . tif! between potential users, General airo e egates tu y 
| Cc I a Electric, NBC, and World Wide ; ; ’ 
Chatterton and Jennings made || Browaeast Intricacies That Will B 
+ + OD i 
1 trip to Sa ntricacies inat Will be 
FI 1 la € : : Im t tf the opening ft the 
+ ( vital to pick o t ri C } " 1 ) ] 
I | n 1 ’ t on leads 1iro ‘onference has caused ap- Th h d (0) t t H dd 
: } two licens mbers i dvance ; ae 
, A eee - nna vo license numbe in ad niianeton shen tee ais US res e it a ll H 
~ at the mihiic rust 
: r ands wa f the public rush. { ites to resist any demands fo! 
, ) e release of these channels, only one Washington. Dec. 28 
FI ¢ | KFI avoid | yf which ; currently being ex-|} ieciies te Biiieeeelle velotinns 
controyv il propos $ J ploited. Previously, it had been ex-} “as oniie painedalit — wee pen 
' ; no y } 4 act 1 th frec encies wi yuld be par-|° ( adal Lecnnicail as n- 
) 1 A $ ; ' tha KF , pe cd the frequenc! al os nal - 
) ; “ ons , R »peating the tex if the KFI an- 3 e } epi e I ee ; ong btw iducted Monday (27) for the benefit 
I I sVil i . , a . ’ 9° , ‘ele put an yu o use D e o-i . . . 5 
1 Cha 1 K .. swer. McNinch Thursday (23) - ve ‘ - a sol, ‘ aie A cals al | of the U. S. delegates to the Cairo 
ner t t ne mm " > ] ty hat ie 1e@ currer n st ar- | 4 
anggris — ,| formed Buzzell and Haggerty that 9 = . _ ro t 1 rley | Communications convention. 
} t tO! A ‘ . } rainers t the internationa yariey | : . ‘ 
a hg ss age 9 ,_ |; there is nothing the Commish can = 7 “tpg . 2 bl I ” | Under Federal Communications 
> . I . “er coul nit ival grabpers. Wa 
sho 4 € ) t io in the premises but threw out a e - # pes ns 3 |}Commission sponsorship, all the of- 
istied pe : : hint that any further evicence 0i Winners in the tiff will have to| gfcial American representatives, as 
founded. Exchanges of telegrams] 4: -orimination or failure i» operate work post-haste to get into operation | well as the camp-followers and ob- 
. lle i? ‘ ve inder ‘ : rareeac . P 
resulted finally in a reminder to 1 the public interest will get seriou n advance of the overseas confab. |servers, were tutored in the ques- 
>, Ty 4 ¢ +} , ’ . Tovey, 2r arings ‘ 
. W. 2 fone ’ ai, leratio s lestimony at the November hearings|tions which are likely to come up. 
\ | apor Cou .’ ” vas that three weeks to a month! Commish people explained the in- 
pers president é, ~~- vould be needed to obtain and in-|tricacies of the subject for the bene- 
state federation, that unaer the Com- 


WHAS Names Towner 


Louisville, Dec. 28. 


munications Act the F.C.C. has no 


tation to carry 
| 


power to compel any 


or reject any program. Orrin W Towner, for the past 11 


Trouble »w out of a women’s 
yrganization program aired by KFT} 
sarly in the week and subsequent } 
refusal to allow unionists to buy 
time for broadcasts linked with the 
intensive organization drive now} 
soing on in the Los Angeles terri- 
tory. Buzzell and Haggerty com- 


yxide poisoning, 
plained that the station was taking | monoxide pols 5 


the side of employers and pointed to| He has served as chief engineer 


the provisions of law which require ! of WREN, Lawrence, Kans, 


stall equipment, 
Washington, Dec. 28. 
Lieut Ewell K. Jett, 


‘ommence broadcasting. 
veteran 


| 


ously to have him upped. Since|]up on the transcript. Absence 





&, 
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WHICH PROVES KLZ’s 
SELLING POWER 10 
DENVER MERCHANTS 





© In their own sales books, Denver merchants find the kind of radio data 
they can quickly understand. The data book which day-by-day records 
clearly and decisively the selling power and profit-value of their advertis- 
ing media. 

On the basis of data gathered and compiled by themselves, Denver's 
biggest and most successful retail firms spend more of their radio money 


with KLZ than with any other station. 


LA Sener 


NATIONAL REPRESENTATIVE — E. KATZ SPECIAL ADVERTISING AGENCY 
AFFILIATED WITH WKY—OKLAHOMA ‘CITY and the OKLAHOMA PUBLISHING COMPA 








| New top technician, who is 44) stepping 
| years old, grew up with radio in the | 
| Navy. Served as telegraph operator | State 
| and radioman before the war, was 


and was with the fleet from 1923 to 


| 
No clue given as to the reasons for | 
Navy officer, was named chief engi- | prolonged stalling. Only excuse for | 
years with Bell Laboratories, has j|neer of the Federal Communications | not ac 
|been appointed chief engineer of | Commission Thursday (23) succeed-|formality of asking the three can-} Cohan 
| WHAS to succeed the late Howard | ing Commissioner T. A. M. Craven.| didates to waive right to hold oral| James W. Baldwin, 
E. Campbell, who was found dead} Jett’s selection to fill the vacancy 
lon November 29 beside his automo-| was no surprise, although friends of | fore the Broadcast Division and 


ting sooner was the necessary] Charles B. 


| Craven's promotion last August, Jett} Commissioner T. A. M. Craven, who 
ij has been heading the technical staff| only returned from Havana a week 
|under a temporary appointment. |} Or sO ago, was a minor cause for side- 


Time-marking has agitated the 


conduct tests, and| qt of Senator Wallace H. White. Jr., 


|delegation top, and the outsiders 
who will tag along. 

Among those boning up were Dr. 
Jolliffe, of R.C.A.; Ed 
chief enginer of C.BS.: 
managing direc- 


| argument on testimony presented be-/|tor of the National Association of 


to! Broadcasters, and Lloyd  Espens, 


| bile. According to the coroner’s re- | Ar idrew D. Ring, assistant chief en-| get their consent for members who | chief of the Bell labs. 
port, death was caused from carbon | Sineer had been campaigning vigor-| did not attend the hearing to bone} 


Addition of Commissioner T. A, 
ot; M. Craven to the delegation was re- 
|ported unofficially last week. Be- 
cause of the complex nature of the 
discussions, and their relation with 
the lately-adjourned Havana con- 
ference, Comdr. Craven is slated to 


Department and the Pan|go late and come home early, being 
American Union. Both are anxious}on deck in Cairo when the more 
lattached to the Arlington naval|to nail down these’ frequencies| vital issues are on the program. 

| radio station between 1914 and 1916,| against foreigners and fear our argu- 
served as radio officer on the Seattle | ment will be weakened if full use is 
|and the Georgia until the Armistice,| not being made before any enviers| WJJD-WIND operator and WJJD 
bossed the Navy Department’s trans- | start clamoring for a crack at them.| sales 
atlantic traffic from 1919 until 1922,| Delay is more irksome than ordi-| from Chicago for week in Texas. 


Ralph Atlass and Herb ‘Sherman. 


manager respectively, away 








1926. | 


we aaoneanet aa + - we oe rr rrr 





After three years in important 
posts at the department, Lieut. Jett 
mission in 1929 and in 1931 became 
assistant chief engineer, Since the f 
F.C.C. was set up, he has headed the]! | 
ving of the engineering staff deal- 
ing with cable and telegraph mat- 
ters. During the past three years 
he has had only limited connection] } 
with broadcast business, but was one 
of the U. S. delegates to the Mexico 
City, Havana, and Bucharest con-| | 

| ferences. He has been named to the 
| American detail for the forthcoming ; 
Cairo parley. 

f 








Dick Cull’s WHIO Promotion 


Dayton, O., Dec. 28. 

Dick Cull, originator of WHIO 
Almanac, this region’s favorite news- 
cast, was named last week to post 
of managing editor of WHIO’s news 
room. 

Will have charge of all continuity 
for station’s numerous news pro- 
grams. 














Jack Major, sustaining comic on 
|C BS afternoon half-hour, booked} 
into the Metropolitan, Boston, for a 
week of vaude, commencing Jan. 20. 





SAIS "ppl STILL CHRISTMAS 


a WH 





DIAL 1010 
* 

We give our long 
list of Odvertisers 
Christmas Gifts all 
year long... Gifts like 
Showmanship of the 
typical M-G-m and 
Loew style—inten. 
















sive but inexpensive 
coverage of the New 
York area, We’ d like 
to put YOU On our 
gift list... 
































Season’s Greetings 


FROM 


GGIE CHILDS 
TRA 


Selected to Play the Southland's Dance Classic 


AND HIS 


ORCHES 





SUGAR BOWL BALL - New Orleans 


New Year's 


NBC RADIO FAVORITES—DECCA RECORD STARS 
Exclusive Management CONSOLIDATED RADIO ARTISTS, 








Eve 


Inc. 




















4 


ae 


Wednesda 


sa 


NBC’S WOMAN’S MAG 


RESUMES FULL HOUR 


San Francisco, Dec. 28 


Latest issue of Facts. Consolidated, 
independent radio audience survey, 
lists the NBC red net variety show, 
Woman's Magazine of the Air, tops 
oast among programs airing be- 
tween 1 and 5 p. m. PST, second 
to Vallee in list from 1 to 6 

The survey uses personal in- 


on te 


only 
p. m. 
terviews in homes. 

The Magazine is now broadcast at 


Ys December 29, 1937 


| withdrew 


3:30 and 4 p. m.., PST, but petitions 
signed by fans has been responsible 
for the decision to return program 
to full hour, starting next month (3). 
The show will air 3:30 to 4:30 five 
days a week, with regular talent 
augmented by Leo Cleary and Ken 
Gillum, song and patter team, and 
Dorothy Mackenzie, commentator 
known on air as the Back Seat] 


Driver. 
After January 7 the Magazine will 


air from the NBC studios at 111 Sut- | 


ter. with the net closing out all 
except the kitchen studio at Hale 
Brothers’ 5th and Market store. 
Writers Fred Hegelund, who aiso 
produces, Janet Baird and Bill 
Holmes and secretary Dorothy Du- 
marais also will have desks moved 
from Hale’s to main production 


offices of NBC. 

Jack Mitchell, formerly with 
KTSA, San Antonio, now with pro- 
duction department, KOMA Okla- 
homa City. 





Laurette Peterson quit as secre- 
tary to Dave Elman’s ‘Hobby Lobby’ 
and goes home to Detroit for 
vacash. Formerly a WOR employee. 








From 


HEART 
BEATS 


to 


OLOCAUST 


Serve the listeners... 
get the story to them 
via the mike... and 
WOW’'s Special Events 
Department fills the 
bill! 


From floods to funer- 
als; from football to 
fiddling contests; from 
Congressional oratory 
~-.ahem...corn- 
husking contests — all 
these, and more, are 
“caught in the act’ by 
Johnny - on - the - spot 
newcasters. You'll see 
them everywhere—and 
hear them regularly— 
on 


590 KC * 


5,000 Watts 








* 


WOW 


OMAHA, NEBR. 


JOHN GILLIN, JR., Mgr. 











Owned and Operated by the 
Woodmen of the World 














tn Baltimore, it 


| Gramercy, Klock Ryder 
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ON THE NBC RED NETWORK 
eet REPRES 
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Trenton Broadcasting 


Withdraws WOAX Suit 


Trenton Broadcasting Co 


ie 1, 
uddenlty 


its suit in N. Y. Supreme 
Court yesterday (Tuesday) against 
Charles E, Loew, Julia Loew and 
WOAX, Inc., to compel the Loew: 
{to surrender the capital stock of 
WOAX, which is licensee of the 
Trenton Station WTNJ. Justice 
Charles B. McLaughlin signed the 
order calling off the action on the 
stipulation that the plaintiff pay the 
costs of the suit to date Re or 
given by Paul F, Harron president 
of WTNJ, for the sudden 1 Ve 
that an extended court proceed 
would be too costly. 

Trenton Co. instituted the suit last 
October by first asking for a tem- 
porary injunction to stop the Loews 
from interfering in the operation of 
the station. Stay was sought pend- 
ing the trial of the suit to compel 





the Loews to carry out an agreement 
made in 1934 under which Harron 
was given a three-year lease of the 
station. With the lease, Loews, ac- 
cording to Harron, gave him an op- 
tion to buy over the stock of WOAX 


RADIO | 





D. C.’s H’wood Preem 


V 1, Dec 23 
J d ta ed d f 
a ra i week for the 
first f n the nation 
leading are p center. Washingtor 
ED. < 
In typical film is ! preview 
style, American Union for Democ- 
racy sent out tes to potential au- 
dience several days in advance of Ss 
Thursday (23) program featuring 
Senator T. F. Green of Rhode Island 
Putting on the dog a la Hollywood 
Charles L. Ste i et no 
fied officeholde 
r¢ t lawv< ( 
’ ly; : 
( ( T D | 
at quis h past } 
(E.S.T.) over the (¢ I 1 
( sting S\ té 
All rule i 
¢ t { ( t Fj t { t t j 
it and tne n e€ oI tl pros} € 
dial-twiste was ( efully writt 


i with ink 


during the life of the lease for 
$70,000. Early this year, Harron 
claimed, he sought to take up the | 
option but the Loews reneged on 


the deal, 


WJSV’s Labor Scroll 


Washington, Dec. 28. 

Organized labor last week pinned 
laurels on station WJSV as the out- 
standing labor transmitter the 
community. 

Occasion was in honor of the 178th 
consecutive broadcast of ‘Labor 
News Review’—oldest uninterrupted 








in 


|sustaining program out of Washing- 


| 
| 


|by Federal Judge Knox, 
| appeal 





where from six to 10 weeks. 


ton—and was marked by presenta- 
tion of a ‘scroll citing the station's 
many civic contributions’ by John 


Locher, president of the Washington 


Central Labor Union. Other labor- 


lites On program were W. S. Risdon 
and Carl H. Klein. 

Broadcast was conducted by Al- 
|}bert N. Dennis, representing the 


| Trade Unionist. 


Lord Gets Appeal Right 


Lord (Seth 
(Tuesday ) 


Parker) 
granted 
N. Y., to 
to the Circuit Court from 
the recent decision of Judge Knox, 
who directed a jury to dismiss Lord's 
suit for $50,000 against Pathe News 
Corp., for breach of contract. Lord 
sued to recover on an alleged agree- 
ment made with Pathe under which 
the latter was to go 50-50 on the 
expenses of a round-the-world ad- 
venture trip by Lord. Trip wound 
venture trip by Lord. 

Trip wound up in the South Seas. 


L. B. Wilson’s Villa 


Miami, Dec. 28. 
L. B. Wilson, of WCKY, Cincin- 
nati, who winters here every year. 
has purchased a villa on San Marco 
Island. Moves in after first of year 
when furnishing completed 
More important news: L. B. landed 
a 42-pound sailfish in 36 minutes, 


Vallee West Again 
Rudy Vallee-Royal Gelatin stanza 
will again originate from Hollywood. 
starting Jan. 13. Vallee is going out 
next Friday (7) to start on ‘Gold 
Digge.- in Paris,’ Warners Bros. pro- 





leave | 


ja 


Radio Cowboy Succumbs 


VARIETY 


Here and There 





j meat. 4 


Anti-Deception | 





page 3o) 


(Continued 


from 


for law who wish to live 


up to the traditions of the profession 


enough yers 


and for broadcasters who want to 





comply fully with the purposes of 
the Communications Act 
Outgrowth of Segal Case 
Ss slant I ed on two out 
wwths of the ta ( ed | Paul 
Segal ¢ a i le Who 
| appli ilior lor I < n the 
es ol a I cor pe ( First 
ne st ) ng { 1 prac- 
titioners in the Commish decision 
Segal violated the landara ot 
id conduct and econd | the ae 
nunciation of Segal’s practice I 
Chief Justice D. Lawrence Grone) 
of the D. C. Court of Appeals ir | 


sustaining Commish denial of pleas 
of Great Western Broadcasting Asso- 
ciation, 

In settling the Segal case the Com- 





oo a tn — — 
Zen Furnish ne ! pele 
WCHS, Charlest W I 
Fo ter ipped Lo 
Irving Waugh, gabbe : WGH, 
Ne ort News, replacing J Brax- 
ton 
Jeff Baker, WTAR announe or- 
anized glee club at Norfo D ) 
College William i M \ ( ( 
{ ( ) 
C 
Norman Twigger’s late r 
rade on WCAE, Pit 
hoved back until 11.30 p.n every 
| Saturday t te t 
the ition to t r e € BC 
yn ly progran 
Dorothy Gihon, wife Ja Gihon, 
former program director at KDKA, 
ittsburgh, and now with NBC in 
New York, retaining her post as 
women's editor of Pittsburgh Sun- 


Telegraph 


| B di H e mish emphasized that true ee 
ia F made under oath are required to} 
n oar Ing ouse ire all questions on application forms.| Rocky Mountaineers of WELI, New 
Simple purpose of the blanks is to} Haven, fed to WMCA-Intercity 
Wheeling, W. Va., Dec. 28 make sure that all pertinent info is | 
A fire which swept through a the- upplied, the decision noted Fail-| WSOC, Charlotte, N. C., ha: adopt 
atrical boarding house here claimed | ure to disclose names of real parties;ed the policy of signing off each 
one life, injured four and imperiled | at interest in several cases in which| night by playing the National An- 
score of others. The dead man| Segal was involved was a deliberate | them. 
|was Gundy Rusciolli, 27, known as| Offense, since the Commish was mis- ed 
| Russell, cowboy entertainer. He was| led as to the identity and qualifica- Dick Fishell, sports commentator 
| fatally burned as he attempted to | tions of applicant corporations, it| for WMCA, N. Y., is doing Friday 
|make his way through a fire-swept | was said | night description of pro basketball 
hall way. He died later in a hos- Present forms—which ask for de-| from stage of Brooklyn Paramount 
pital here | tailed dope about the corporate set- | theatre. 
Rusciolli’s wife, Anna, 27, and! up, the business interests of the per- = . 
Hamilton Fincher, 28. known as! sons involved, the relation aol June Bradley js back on WOWO- 
‘Rawhide,’ other members of a ra-| the applicant and any other broad-| WGL, Ft. Wayne, after a year’s ab- 
|dio trio, are in Wheeling hospital | caster, and similar angles—are suf-| sence, as fashion commentator. 
|where attendants said there was| ficiently specific so that barristers | —— 
little hope for their recovery. The} who operate in good faith need not} Larry Vincent, Tel) Sisters and 
trio had been’ broadcasting cur-| violate either the spirit or the letter | Bert Balus will start new three-times 
rently on the local station WWVA. of the rules, McNinch believes. Most| weekly series on WCAU, Philly. 
=H of his colleagues agree on this propo- | Titled ‘Vincent's Varieties.’ 
sition. | —_-~-- 
Atlas Platters Sponsored Reports that the Commish already | John DeTarr Hicks, Philco field 
has started revising the forms-—and | engineer, has resigned to join Amerie 
aw | will require stations to supply raft | can Steel Export Co. in same ca- 
Boston, Dec. 28. | of additional info when filing docu- | pacity in Central and South Amer- 
Criterion Radio Productions, Inc.,| ments with the F.C.C.—were un-| ica. Has previously served as con- 
Boston branch of Atlas transcrip- | qualifiedly denied by McNinch. Rules | sulting radio engineer for Ecuadorian 


Was | 


tions, closed sponsor deals for three | 
disc shows this week. Morris Plan | 
Banks of Rhode Island takes 52 30- | 
minute dramatic discs of ‘Ports of 
| Call’; Citizens Savings Bank bank- 
rolls 52 15-minute dise shows, ‘Cap- 
tains of Industry.’ 





duction. 


His stay this time will be any-| 


‘Third Floor Back’ on WWJ 
Detroit. 


Dec. 28 


26 


Two-hour dramatization of Jerome | 
K. Jerome’s ‘The Passing of the | 
Third Floor Back’ was presented | 
over WWJ Sunday (26) by Wynn | 
Wright’s WWJ Players. | 

Wright. in title role of ‘The| 
Stranger,’ was assisted by Violet | 


Cashwan, brought here from N. Y. to 
do part of Stasia; Jonathan Hale. 
Lester Mitchel, Bertha Forman. Fern 
Persons, Glenn Edwin | 


Forshee, 


, James Nus- 
iser, Lillian Popkins_ and Mary 
Young. Axel Gruenberg aided 


| 


1 ir 
il 


iy 
i 


Wright in producing show 
WFIL Salute Series 
Philadelphia, Dec. 2 
WFIL doing a build-up job fo: 


itself in its coverage 
g weekly series, 


i 
ut 


area DV present- 
titled ‘WFIL Sa- 
es.’ Each show station picks a city 


or town in its region and promote: 


Agency has okayed a musical series, 
‘Memories of Hawaii,’ for a coal con- 
cern. Trio of sponsors located 
in Providence. 


Frank E, Dodge Advertising | 


are 


committee, which has been engaged 
for week in modifying administra- 
tive regulations, has not been in-j} 


structed to take up this question, he 


said, and the matter has not been de- 


bated by the Commish since the 
Segal trial ended. 
ae ae = } 

Phil Alexander in San Antonio 
scripting his ‘Modern Medicine | 
Show’ to go on TSA soon after | 
Jan, 1. | 


government. 
Florence Bendon, University of 

Penn music schoo] grad, in as regue 

lar chirper with Anthony Candelori's 


| house band at WFIL, Philly. 


Charles Benford, formerly heard 
on WOR, New York, and WOL, 
Washington, added to commentating 
staff of WFIL. Doing daily 15-minute 
spiel on governmental news. 








* Made recently by an independent research organization 


through personal interviews in 88 key retail drug and 


grocery stores in Greater Cincinnati. 


* 


* * 
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American Syrup & Sorghum Co. 
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+e WARIETY eé isan . 
a ———————_—— 7 - = 
° Omaha. Sold Ruthrauff & Ryan, Chi, 
: = WAAW, Omaha, Sold | Si" Spot Campaiens| Another fim 
A encies Sponsors AAW, , Setting Spot Campaigns 
; 7 Chicago, Dec. 28. 
ht om _ Sires Omaha, Dec. 21. Local office of Ruthrauff & Ryan 
AY ; | Rumored sale of radio station received commitments last week to Fa 0 @ 
aa Grege’s Storm Doors and Win-| business, this time with 260 lo-min- WAAW, Omaha Grain Ex- |! start spot schedules for three ac- , 
° ~ « ; 2 . . i | 
{ dows, Nashua, N. H. experimented | ute frames riding a three-station change owned, to Central counts. Holland Furnace, the Mc- 
&. = th radi » for the first time, using} hook-up five times weekly. Trio of States Broadcasting Co. of Connon company, and True Con- e 
ih vy < AA ‘ ra . m of . , 
; snot announcements a fortnight pre-| stations are WSPR, Springfield. Omaha and Lincoln, has been fession mag. or a 19 
vious to Xmas. Five New England) Mass.; WEAN, Providence, and affirmed by purchasers. Price Holland will use announcements 
| outiots were used for the test, to| WICC, Bridgeport - New Haven, agreed to is $55,000. and five-minute spots on some 37 
s22 what possibilities radio might /Conn. Placed by Erwin Wasey, No move is being made by stations across the country starting = 
BI p h ess for their particular pur- New York. either party awaiting confirma- in February. McConnon will hit for p — ee <g ; 
SSeS —— . Fe ~ ‘ a¢ - walla . ‘Orr: rorkK shee re 
Doses Account placed direct, with Household Finance Corp., Chicago, tion of the sales by F.C.C. the hill-billy listeners for the mos. : beet gg or 7 ye | an idea 
James F. Fay, Boston, radio sta-| Ill, 52 tie-in announcements, one Central States is owned by part with some guitar-twanging spot | 20TTOwee@ trom Mim salesmanship) 
: id ' weekly tarting January 4, billed Lincoln Star and Journal and yeriods has been adovted by Atlas tran- 
ms rep } =? ” : , athe ° " Sige : = é t £iUU ear = Th} © ae ss “oe A 
1rough NBC and riding W EAN, the Sidles Co. of Lincoln True Confession will run a re a i ree . Benen 7 “7 : 
Puritan Baked Beans, Portland,} Providence, and WICC, Brid yeport- monthly series vf announcements to | 2Y {Ocal Station salesmen to _ whip 
M t ' Utiliziz Ne Haven, Conn plug the current issue Syiels wil] | UP interest in waxed series of pro- 
MEAT Eae: SAE eae ance ) Ma 2p ’ few Y (for Esso) news programs, four five- Pe s ; ele : | grams fork sheet is the ide 
WCOP and WHDH. Boston: WTAG. M. J. Bre nbach Co.. New Yorl for Esso) news prog ams, 0 a run as teaser copy to boost imme- grams. Work 1eet is the idea of 
y rand wt WSPR c ’ 1a_| City yepping WICC Bridgeport- | minute programs a day for 02 wees : Pee ps Dave Davidson who recently pre- 
WwW ‘este! iI . springheia 1} pe} ns , > . 4 : , ’ ’ llale newssiand sales, 
Wor rece IR NS yy ; " WJAR New Have! Conn vith Gude’ Marschalk & Pratt, and Nationa , a pared a complete cinema-style press 
os tin Hares my Laggan Poe 3 Ip aw » Mar ran for 54 one-minute | Biscuit Company, five 15-minute pro- book to service each program seri¢« 
P ‘ nce nitia raqaio plan 1 a cy' ava ae . i " > a : 
2 Kya pie thr \ lv preeming | grams a week for 39 weeks, Mc- < Es . with complete line-up of exploit 
i — famnme audience | disc spot three weekly pre ng | & : S n t € t | = 
, noche ; sono : W - Jan. 3 Placed through Moss Inter- Cann-Erick iring pecia nl tion stunts, accessories and so for th 
yarticipating yrogram. lil | dal ov . sslVUSit - . | : ‘ . 
} pare ey af , . ition Jan. 6 national. New York mae ( C L : Atlas is pushing the idea that the 
begin riding these stations Jan. 0. | tabliiials a\\™ : , nae a ene nee ; 
P] ace 1 through Louis Robert Korn] Saltsea Packing Co., Providence,| New business at WGY, Schen- oast ornerstone aying | local station must look to local ad- 
~ ( mrouus + AS . ‘ 7 ; , “tic “°c « 
" Portland Maine with | R. IL, using WICC, Bridgeport-New | ectady, includes: Quarier - hour | vertisers and sell not time, but 
i ney ( < » Vic ° AL . , : + F t = 
> Js ie oo . h its Saltsea | transcription ive days weekly yrograms. 
James F. Fay. Boston, station’s rep. | Haven, Conn., to push its Saltsea | transcriptions, five day: weel ly, of Hollywood, Dec. 28. prog S 
> |) Seideesia Soups and Chowders with 42 100-|‘Myrt and Marge’ and of ‘Hilltop Soccial broadcast te signalies esc on natalie 
: a A ieee nis ‘ements, daily. full | House,’ for Colgate, through Benton |. ~ Se vane ee + eae McCurnin to KWNO, Wi 
, »e-Colonial Networks signed | word announcements, dally, ull | se, gate, 4 cece » laying for Co bia’s new McCurnin to NO, Winona 
paggtonge - i, ; | week ready to preem Jan. 2.|& Bowles, New York; 15-min. plat- | aa es a Aa oe Snes Nee + 
the past week: | oe , tir ORY _ & K roe eee in ieee % “Kel of ‘D | $1,750,000 studio has beer set for Ma _ n City, Ia., Dec. 28. 
sn - a Pe Yarn rode ivermore A&A Lnignt Lers, 72 1e VEECKIY, ) an y ‘ 
P. J. LeRoy Co., 312 15-minute | laced through Livermore & Knig Hardine’s Wife’ for Natic 1B Jan. 18 by Donald W. Thornburgh. Len McCurnin, operator and an- 
P , “i . vidence Harding’s > ; atione is- ‘iy aes 
shots. five times the week, from | Co., Providence. it — . en tie Mic oot | network's western chief, who will |nouncer at KGLO, left the local sta- 
nis ae , ‘ “uit, Jan, ¢ 1rough McCann-FErick- . ; 
WHN, New York. . | ’ S in. Ch cago: fete Wc ann ming | officiate at the trowel. Half hour | tion to take the job of chief engi- 
Lydia E, Pinkham Medicine Co., Seaconnet Coal Co., Providence, Be ae ae orig pee program hits the network at the | neer for KWNO at Winona, Minn. 
Lynn Mass continues to plac R. I sionatured 25 additional one- ude a and night, 52 weeks, for noon hour | 
phot. aia eae aig tance | Rudolph’s Jewelry Store hrough | ” 
| minute spots on WJAR, Providence, . ss sli elry store, through | Charles Vanda, production head, 
lto the client’ program of daily | Leishion & Nelson, Schenectady: | f ' ial around CBS 
( he ients ogre all) Ee ‘ ; 4 “ >| 1S framing a ceremonial ar N 
ts which besan in September. | Participations in ‘Household Chats,’ | Framing &@ Ceremonia: aroun 
spots whicn bes 1 se] - pee ios epite ; headliners. Entire chain takes the 
Placed through Dowd & Ostreicher, | 'wice W eekly, 13 weeks, for special. Plant is expected to be ready © . " 
Inc. Boston, James F. Fay, Bos-| Filbert Co. (Oleo Margarine), via | °P&C's®. * tant ts ex} d M: —— The Wf vAical EAGINUM 
ng ncaa | Newhoff-Kaufman, Baltimore; par- 5 IF OCCUPSNCY SFOURG SISTER 20. 
OM, Siadla Cp. ; ‘ : * r snsiieiatiepiaeeenetaensaittcmtaniai 
, |ticipations in ‘Household Chats.’ | is Presented by 
i“ | thrice weekly, 39 weeks, for General | E { D 
R. T. Harris has quit as program | Baking Co.; ‘Household Chats’ par- | e oosevelil ue nl AL 
| director of KDYL, Salt Lake City, ticipations twice weekly, 13 weeks. | - 
to establish his own agency in that/| for Davis Baking Powder, through | 
Me ve a on tin tadie | ee eg : aie Elliott Roosevelt takes over the 
city. Harris, who has been In radio | Chas, W. Hoyt, New York. | presidency and general management E Th d 
for nine years, will use his own | — Hepes Me eee Serpoeee very urs ay 
: . ae | Of the Hearst radio interests at the > 
WEG Ser Te Agency SHE: | Richardson Mints has bought a end of this week (1), with Murray 
whi , EMAN | | participation in Martha Deane show.| Grabhorn coming on from the West Coast-to-Coast 
‘ arine ‘ N *nn< . se aceia . 
Amaeen Pep Corn ri gears peat New York, through N. W. ey e _ yong and — a. 8 to 8:30 P.M. 
* |series of 52 five-min. studio pro- | 447€+. at abou 1e same time. ooseve 
2 Premieres grams on midwesiern stations. Cool- replaces Emile Gough, resignee. 
New Year’s Eve idge Advertising of Des Moines the Henri, Hurst & McDonald, Chi-| Roosevelt will move his head- 
a "agency. cago, signed Bob Becker to do Sun-| quarters from Fort Worth to New | 
s | day 15-minute stint for Red Heart| York. He came into the broadcast- 
Chesterfield Gamble Stores buying  chain- Dog Food on NBC-Red beginning | ing picture three years ago as head 
. eee eat B Jan. 14. Program was formerly on| of Hearst’s station holdings in the 
; | breaks on prairie stations. BDO | ., ; 
| ning tga, | office in Minneapolis placing WGN, Chicago. southwest. 
:30-9:00 P. M., EST Fr . , bi 
8:30-9:00 ’ | Aeon Seaee knee 
i and 
I COCOANUT GROVE General Baking Co. contracted for ° a Centoutin 
}25 time signals per week over - 
; a: Os Bate vape Miia CBS 
AMBASSA s TE | KMOX, St. Louis, Agency: Ridge- | “SONGTIME” 
| . . , « 
[GELE way. ; 
ae Soren a —- - Tuesdays, 6:45-7 P.M. 
é ' 
i 
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54 W. Randolph St., Chicago 
ag week for 
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Radio Productions, Ince. 
520 N. Michigan Ave., Chicago 
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| weekly on Sunday, 


‘Inquiring 


Carl Dozer 
answers, 


15-minuie 





Walgreen Drug Co. has signed for 
Microphone’ 
shows with WCAE, Pittsburgh, at lo- 
cation of outfits newest downtown 
handling ques- 

and account 





| William Pensa Hotel, Pittsburzh, 
| going in for some commercial ad- 
SPORTS |vertising in 15-minuie programs 


|over WCAE, presenting along with 
| its current musical attractions (Dick 
Bavari- 
|ans) different chefs and department 
| heads for inside on operation of big 
Placed by Sam S. Smith. 

WBT, Charlotte, 
added’ to its schedule the following 


Thurn’s 


N. C., has 


Comet Rice (for Astor Coffee) five 

recorded programs 
52 weeks, placed through 
Freitag; Bulova ten time-signal an- 
nouncements per day for 52 weeks, 
placed through Biow; Standard Oil 


show, 
over KMOX, St. 
Will feature Al Cameron and 
Joe Karnes doing novelty songs and 
Wesley Nash. 


just 


a 











® pure 
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) By JANE WEST 
a | NOW RADIO'S MOST POPULAR 
Nl | FAMILY BRINGS YOU MORE 
iff Presented by Ivory Soap - 99 ‘*/ 100 ° 


+WICE DAILY 


Y f LISTEN 


a | NBC Blue Network, Mon. to Fri. 11 a.m. EST 


COAST TO COAST 
COMPTON ADVERTISING 


| AUGHTER TEARS ano [{EART-THROBS 
| 
| 


NBC Red Network, Mon. to Fri. 3:45 p.m. EST 


AGENCY 


Dir., 
MGT. ED WOLF—RKO BLDG. NEW YORK CITY 





Washington—Plans of NBC to send ‘one taxi’ to the U. S. Naval Academy, 
30 miles from Washington, to pick up donations of 300 midshipmen who 
had promised to send dolls and toys for the web’s ‘dollhouse’ campaign, 
went askew Wednesday (22) when the middies decided to come to the 
capital in person with their contributions. 

Economy move was set aside and National Broadcasting dispatched 49 
additional taxicabs to care for the doll-givers. Arrival of the midshipmen 
and their dolls—preceded by a police escort—caused considerable gawking 
on the part of the local citizenry, however, and did not harm the publicity 
angle of the show. 

Everybody appeared satisfied, including the cab drivers and the budding 
naval officers, who appreciated the free transportation to Washington 
where Christmas parties are in full swing. 

Rash suggestion that NBC would send cabs for the 300 navy boys was 
reconsidered a few days ago and postcards were sent out suggesting trans- 
portation for dolls only. But it did not work, 





Mason City, Ia.—Charles and William Jacobs, said to be fugitives from 
the chorus of WJBL, Decatur, Illinois, were arrested here for singing in 
public. Mason City called it disturbing the peace. Judge let them off on 
account of the Christmas holidays after they sang ‘My Gal Sal’ in court. 





Laramie, Wyo.—Static has become illegal in Laramie. City council 
okehed an ordinance making it unlawful ‘to cause radio reception inter- 
ference at any hour of the day and nisht.’ A former ordinance previously 


had provided for protection of reception only between 6 p. m. and mid- 
night, 





San Francisco—Bill Holmes until recently was radio editor of the Oak- 
land Post-Enquirer. As such he never saw the bill in weekly lunches 
with NBC press gang. Holmes now writes and talks for NBC Woman's 
Magazine of the Air, can stand a bit of publicity, finds self lifting luncheon 
checks. 





Spokane, Wash.—There was a 45-minute wait between the first and 
second acts of the Little Theatre’s production, ‘Fresh Fields,’ while Curt 
Roberts, who had the lead, dashed over to radio station KGA to announce 
a 15-minute program, 

" sain 

Pittsburgh—Janet Ross, of KDKA staff, let her charitable instincts get 
the best of her the other day when she promised to read the name of every 
person over the air who wrote to her at the station and stamped the letter 
with a Christmas seal. Flood of mail from many people who wanted their 
names mentioned would have kept her on the air steadily for at least 24 
hours so *”*°s Ross had to beg forgiveness. 





Syracuse—WFBL is giving away a Guernsey bull calf for winning letter 
in contest on s.ation’s farm Hour. Animal donated by Bob Soule, WFBL 
v.p., from his herd. Most contestants are the farmers in this region who 
are dropping their hayforks and picking up pens. 








Washinzgton—Height of something-or-other was reached Christmas ayem 
when Frank M. (‘Scoop’) Russell, NBC’s Washington vice-prez, routed 
himself out of bed with a telegram which he had sent to himself, Ex- 
planation was that NBC had thoughtfully sent Xmas greetings to all of its 
employees, 





New York City—Starting Jan. 1 CBS will institute use of a nickeled tube 


Note will be sound A, perfect 
| Bitch, according to the network which is notifying the nation’s musicians 


of bell-bronze as its time-signal chime. 


to listen in when tuning up their instruments, 





‘VARIETY’ says— 
-«. a beautiful voice” 


WENDELL 
HALL 


—Radio Results— 
EVEREADY BATTERIES 
WRIGLEY GUM 
MAJESTIC RADIOS 
SHELL OIL 
FITCH SHAMPOO 
GILLETTE RAZORS 











Address: 4351 N. Paulina St., Chicago 
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"ARTEGA 
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Sunday 6:30-7:00 
—MBS— 

1441 B'’way CH. 4-5155 
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THE SMOOTHIES 
BABS - CHARLIE - LITTLE 


Second Year for Tums 
WLW and NBC Red, Coast-to-Coast 
Tues.-Thurs., 7:15 P.M., E.S.T. 






































MUSIC VARIETY 39 | 


NO SUCH THING AS ‘ORIGINALITY’ PART i 
OF ARGUMENT IN IMPORTANT SUIT 


Mose Gumble to L. A. | . ; 








Music Code 's Final Hearing 
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Advocates of a government-supervised code of fair trade practices 
for the music industry haven't decided whether a group of publishers 
\ will be delegated to appear before the Federal Trade Commission in 
Washington Jan. 4, when that body holds its final trade hearing on 
the proposed covenant, Pilots of the code are inclined to the belief | 
that such attendance is unnecessary, since they do not anticipate 
any strong objection to it. 

Phraseology of the music code has been okayed by the commission 


ee a 
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|Publishers and Film Companies Get Case Reopened 


Because of Costly and Troublesome Plagiarism 













































































; . : Mose Gumble, executive head of | 
4 but it cannot be incorporated into the FTC's rules until its provisions | the Professional Music Men, Inc. Precedent | 
have been aired at an open meeting and it has gone through the heads to the Coast shortly after the > | 
routine of formal adoption. reget go ag rte septcigs heii Maes | eae 
Slated to be on hand at the Jan. 4 meeting are John G. Paine, wh« es ? ; , Big + . : 
N ; , , i _ Lé ’ I accompany, but latt an exec re Because of its widespread Or- 
got the code idea going while head of the Music Publishers Protective biz ee pd oe pani Shapiro, Bernstein Irked oe oe y di oe ae ae ae a 
pe a biz for the Warner Bros.’ music in- | tance, a long pending suit by W. A. 
Association, Harry Fox, present MPPA gen. mgr., and Joseph V. terests. UJ | (Bud) Wilkie, San Francisco mu- 
McKee, who did the code’s legal steering for the industry. Gumble is lining up plans for the At American Mercury se i. ician, Composer, arranger and musi- 
next PMM benefit. Is also flirting | cal contractor, against Santly Bros., 
° 9 with the idea of a benefit show in Of ‘Fioyd Collins’ Lyrics | Inc. and Bernice Petkere, publish. 
ari Fischer Frotests Uaesars Slant "°" sind composer of ‘Starlight, Help Me 
; Find the “One I Love,’ is being 
Shapiro, Bernstein & Co. instruct- | financed bv both the general mu: ‘- 
« e_@ s . e } ‘Dick Leibert ss Band ed its counsel Monday (27) to file | publishing — intevest and certain 
e | an infringement action against the | motion picture companies on its ap- 
i publishers of the American Mercury | peal. Suit went up to the U. S, 
? | Nl itts urgh Break-In magazine because it printed the |Supreme Court where, apparently 
agds = < : OuUupi 4 i 4 a ade y. 
le ae a lyrics of ‘The Death of Floyd Col- | Wilkie won his plagiarism suit over 
| -— lins’ in the November issue. Verses} the pop song but on a petition for 
As counsel for resignee writers Mack Paul Re S Marks Pittsburgh, Dec. 28 were included in an article, ‘Floyd| reargument Judves Manton, Swan 
sought to iron out dissension with- p | Dick Leibert, Radio City Music] Collins in the Sand Cave,’ by Oland nd Chase in the U. S. Circuit Court j 
in the Songwriters Protective As- {Hall organist, will debut his new]C. Russell. f Avpeals granied Jul'cn T. Abeles, 
sociation, Walter Fischer, head of | ten Ten oe | dance band, which he has been re Hillbilly lament, co-authored by Edwin P. Kilroe and Charles 5S. 
Carl Fischer, Inc., last week took ' | hearsing for several months, here at|the Rev. Andrew Jenkins and Irene | Resenschein in their plea for a re- 
. x M: 4 "2 ‘ 4 icwa . } ohenyv & ) ‘ly . . are Mer 
Irving Caesar, SPA prez, to task, ie ge Mtns Men Dh geovacaghba soe ee nky rire gheny Country Club, Spain, was copyrighted by S-B in| @rsurme nt. 
for dragging a recent court de- Berlin Inc ‘this soe gion named | an. i. Its for a private society} 19295. When the music publishing Crux of this suit is far-reaching in 
* * cision into the current controversy Ridtnn ines Pasian re yan FE B ag concern protested to the mag pub- | its importance because Abeles, et al, 
between the SPA and _ publishers. Mar i p ; ee ollowing night, Leibert will play |lisher it was told that the verses | is trying to prove point that similarity 
; oe Roerute: of Fit arks music outfit. Last week, Mack | private-home organ of T. A. McGin-|};: : : i, Peat : : ; : 
Litigation which Caesar referred to |, . ; ; es cae Rod lege : had not been copied from a copy-| alone in musical compositions is not | 
sae am iad been annexed by Harry to be his | ley, at wedding of McGinley’s daugh- | righted blic: acu. talents vik re é' ‘ 
in a circular letter addressed to sasistant at tha Destin offlee : Apes spt fli £ righted publication but were taken | sufficient to est»blish plagiarism. 
the SPA membership concerned the With Bob ee a — “pes ageing in pars has presented from a phonograph record. Mag| That a theft of a musical or other 
ill-fated suit which the Tobani| .,.. England pe for Shs ee sx “ . 3 on S¢ verat sponsored net-| article credited neither the song’s | copyrighted work can only be estab- 
family had brought against the? 4. ‘ 7 ay | work programs and is the same fel-| writers nor the publisher. | lished by the fact that either party 
Pieteae hrm stein, the town still has two music |Jow who backed ‘House That Jacks i PEEL INES lhad ‘access.’ : 
. ‘ ; outfits looking for men. The Back; Built’ show two years ago which Blue Barton into the Edison hotel. oe eer 
. J n hote 
In his letter to Caesar, Fischer | Bay Music Company, and Warner | originated from his palatial Sewick-|N. Y., Jan. 6. First N. Y. date for Frisco and New York : 
a a ee Reps = Brothers. | ley Heights mansion. Ohio crew which gets an NBC wire. Whyfore of its importance is : 
rs ascertain — 
coreg niet adnaicacialedindiniomtant — ——_____... | emphasized by attorneys on the ' 
prot ele a aay ee did at tt ory that a music publisher or a 
inert em. ischer scorec film producer might find himself : 
Caesar for what he termed an at- av} racce’ 4 
‘ S heavily embarrassec, for example, in i 
tempt to discredit all concerned Australia or in another corner of the \ 
in the litigation, including Fischer, world just because some local com- \; 
ne —_— and the Tobani family’s plier gy is an analysis of the combined plugs of current tunes on WEAF, WJZ and WABC computed for | poser, in that part of the globe, might 
counsel, Fischer wanted to know the week, from Monday through Sunday (Dec. 20-26). Grand total represents accumulated performances on| prove a similarity in musical theme. | 
whether Caesar realized the im- | the two NBC links and CBS. ‘Commercials’ refers to all types plugs on sponsored programs. In ‘Source’ col- |In this case, Bud Wilkie is from 
plications of the decision and what| umn, * denotes film songs, ¢ legit tunes, and ‘pop’ speaks for itself. Frisco; Miss Petkere is a New York i 
effect on the rights of a writer in girl ‘Access’ wasn’t proved; similarity 
his copyright a contrary finding " . Grand Commer- os ss aia tien daatabiained ; 
eile i 18 cat eh : a im Title Publisher Source Total cials Vocals | 2S More or less established. i 
wou ave had. e court in the | you're a S-veetheart Robt ‘You're er 9: -~. Publi , \ 
» Tobani case reaffirmed the copy-| True Conte sion esteem ee S eran SOR Tru ce + a peace ee 33 3 19 ee haa eee eae Geen 
j 5 >SSION. 4.6 pie bebibeseseeeswn AMOUS .eeecccees CETUS COMEPSION, 6.iciccccccis 3c : ‘ »ctiv ; anci > g é 
right owner’s control over all and | Once in a While..............0.0c0e0e- MEMCr scccccccess 3 Meee vers werrrre rT , 28 i 21 et pg Bigg ee a | 
any versions of his original work | I’ve Hitched My Wagon to a Star...... Harms ...sccccees “EIOUY WOOK Hotel. s.cccccssevses 28 4 12 ahs bs _ gp te 
and the right of the original copy-| Rosalie ........ eer er ee ECE eT CSTR Te Chappell ....- Oe eee rere ree 25 7 13 rr ig Pe — = wt . etro 
right owner to renew if the creator | Sweet SOMEONE... ccceceereseeseeesees POI. siscceeses ba ee BEE THGUES, isk ccdveicsacs 22 2 12 — interests, and Kilroe Is ate 
of the work was an employee for MOSES. 1th TIGCOINBET ccc cvccvscesicsicces Berlin .sseeees o- “Life of Party.....ccccccccsers 21 5 14 torney for 20th Century-Fox. Which, 
h ‘= : san i NA A Ne os isu abd nrdcn 0 4 PE Be ew bene eerie. tere rr rere 21 3 14 of course, would indicate where the 
ire. Fischer pointed out that if ; : p a : 
7 é‘ : There's a Gold Mine in the Sky........ Berlin ........... oo eerie: SbbeCe RCo ee 21 5 12 major interests lie. 
any one was free to claim owner-| 5) White oo MOMICK cecccccees Pop 20 3 9 . : : 
ship of an arrangement SPA mem-| vooni Vieni mbes bashes at ++ eee Te T0889  Sapheeihbibiepeares oe ae 4 15 Case history is unique because 1) 
bers would have lots to worry about} Nice Work If You Can Get It........s. Chappell ...ceses *Damsel in Distress............ 19 7 12 m wae Miss Petkere’s first published 
the property values of their works. | Bei Mir Bist Du Schoen..............-- BOTMS. ..0ccesres PO sivisnsss see cecececcccocce . 218 4 14 Bong. aye a to scratch off themes 
Caesar's I Wanna Be in Winchell’s Column...... Feist ....-sseece *Love and Hisses.........+44. - VW 2 12 on back of menus and it was in a 
Pi cl a gerne od ing Pvt a Blossoms on Broadway.........--+++:: FPAMOuUs .....0+ .*Blossoms on Broadway....... 16 7 9 restaurant that Freddy Berrens, the 
P : print ©" | You Took Words Out of My Heart..... Paramount *Big Broadcast............ esses 15 1 1] orchestra leader, testified he was so 
a story on the Tobani decision in| wy. Organ Played O Promise Me.... Morris ......++++: POE si asrtdissovieesss coccees » 15 l 10 smitten with the theme that it was 
VarIETY’s issue of Dec. 15 and the ; “7 H dni | eee 5 RNa so 0nd dnadee ds cies 15 8 9 ] : wie = 
; : : I Still Love to Kiss You Gocdnite...... . A Jpg he who got Joe Young to fashion the 
following statement: ‘This case il-| In the Still of Night..........0.+eeeees Chappell ....... *Rosali€ ...+..-s0000. tereeeeee 15 5 8 lyric to ‘Starlight.’ Y howe 
‘ lustrates how important it is for | Dipsy Doodle.....cseeeeseeeeseeseceee EaMCOM) 26s ee eee wre rete 15 1 7 vvlihaned yew ty oung, however, 
the writers to know what their rights | Cachita .......... Liebedceiceseedescues Southern 1 ce 15 0 7 ber co-defendant, since the suit 
I are and how careful they must be | Thrill of a Lifetime......+.-++.-+-+e+ a st eeececees Thrill of a Lifetime........... i: : . aa ae ae a0 ayaa plagiarism 
in making arrangements with pub- 5 a _— Moon. bake éea.ee dae Cine errr er. ef fen TOrrrrT Tee at tre CTT Tee 14 7 1 e e y omy, 
lishers. Th F : oy FUMPeCl. 00 Sa bt CADASR ASTRO R ESS  -O 58s SO ERS CR FEST SSE ETE OSS RECS RSF ee 
: © greatest safeguard nd M I Wanna Make Rh thm .Santly-Joy ... .*Manhattan Merry-Go-Round,, 13 5 9 Originality Impossible 
the existence of a songwriters’ or- | “44ma na Make Nny eeeees . Saws « eles 3. g i 
seakeunl ‘ith unif OF~! She's Tall-Tan Terrific......ccsseseees Mills .....+eeeee- +Cotton Club Parade........ »- 13 1 8 Abeles, for Santly Bros. and Miss 
ganization With unilorm protective! 1 see Your Face Before Me......2.0+ Crawford ..... *Between the Devil..........+. 13 7 6 Petkere, argued that there are only 
agreements. No individual could un-| Foggy Day Tre os ee Chappell ...... *Damsel in Distress......... om ae 1 % 3 notes in the chromatic scale and 
is dertake to settle this question him-| you Can't ies Me from Dreaming..... Remick .....+- POP oe eeeeeeeeeee wrteeeceeeeeee 12 4 7 such thing as ‘originality’ of com- 
, self and, therefore, your heirs and | Sweet Stranger.........0ssseeeeeeeeees Ager-Yellen Pop sigh dda teats gt die dhe adn slelint ty tl de 12 ] 6 position thus becomes almost im- 
dependents are best safeguarded by | Mission by the  Sleathalnaniea teas aepint Shapiro ....... POP «1+ sseeevees ee peleniiit ie ° 6 possible. Dr. Si ymund Spaeth , 
your organizatio h ‘as You Started Something............+--. Marks ...+eee0++s 5.) Pe 12 2 5 Panag Bog or ry ge 
your g ation. There was no ere : 
“ +S } ‘ of his witnesses, testified that Wilkie’s 
SPA in Tobani’s day—unfortuately.’ |My Heaven on Earth. ........+-+0++e++: Witmark ...... tart Cheering. ..seeeeesereees 12 0 4 iC lp ee : 
asia’ *" | Blow May TAVIS... occ 5 ccc ctcccsces Remick .....++- i) 11 4 9 song, ‘Confessing’ (incidentally never 
Reinheimer in L, A. 1 Told Santa Claus to Bring You....... Santly-Joy p) MEDOOET ELT Terre ere 1] 2 & published or copyrighted) was similar 
Howard S. Reinheimer, counsel for Ev ery Day’s a Holiday... ge ee Famous seeeveee — Day’ Sa | Holi iday seeeeres +. ; » ‘Violets’ and ‘Mavis,’ two standard 
a group of important Hollywood| Ten Pretty Girls.......es.seeeseeeeeeee rawford , OP sess Le 8+ 6 es cheencees os 4 numbers. 
writers “ , a the westcoast Let’s Give Love Another Chance....... Robbins ..... . *Hitting a New High........... 1] 0 5 ; 
te oe rs ak Sees Meee's see Agnie.... 055. Paramount *Big Broadcast.........++.+04. 1] 1 4 Abeles recoursed to his now famous 
informing his clients what the SPA My Day...... Aragiaypra IER OE ao Mills fee SDP Pree r re ter rr eyr eer ee 1] 0 1 Tin Pan Alley victory by Fred 
council is willing to do to avert their | Ebbtide ...........ccceceeeeeeeeeeeuees Paramount . "Ebbtide .......seccesecceesees 10) 2 7 Fischer, Inc. and Johnny (‘Darda- 
complete withdrawal from the as-| Now They Call It Swing.............6. Handman-Hirsch.. Pop .......cccssssscccssevscees 10 1 7 nella’) Black against Charles Dilling- 
sociation. SPA heads hope that the | Santa Claus Is Coming to Town........ Fe Me esa enh 0) er 10 3 5 ham-Jerome Kern-Harms (‘Kalua’) 
concessions will mend the organiza- | Have You Met Miss Jones?............. Chappell ....... om d Rather Be Right.......... . 10 1 4 wherein Judge Learned Hand ad- 
tion rift. Under the proposed plan Somebody’s Thinking of You Tonite. ... Schuster- Miller . Pop sete tee eee ewes $5 4069 60:04 ° 9 1 7 mitted he had to reverse himself from 
Pega My First Impression of You...........- Chappell ....... Hav ing ‘Wonderful Time...... 9 1 7 : sar 
of reorganization members would be f Want You for Christmas aa Harms Ton ae to cna aeta eek ie ike eee i 9 3 6 a decision he handed down in 1910 
bound to the SPA for only five or 10} ff tt's Last Thing I Do...........-.+++s Crawford... POP oo .csseresseseecevesesesens 9 2 4 at which time he also sat in the case 
years, the eastern council could do Everything You Said Came True....... Remick PPP Peererrr rere rr rer Gg 0 4 of the late Silvio Hein versus the 
nothing to affect the western writers’ | Let's Waltz for Old Times Sake........ Witmark PO ii sadaviiseetep rene’ tasn0 55% q 2 2 late Charles K. Harris. When Judge 
relations with their studios without | Snake Charmer..............0e+ee08: . Marks 0) 9 0 2 Learned Hand then ruled _ that 
the latter class’ consent and there | JOSEPNINE 2... . cee eee eee eee eee Feist POP 2... cs see cee ee sere cenes 4 0 0 similarity constituted plagiarism, the 
would be no interlocking member- | In a Little White Lighthouse...... Donaldson ..Pop eee a ees 8 ( 4 music publishers were inundated 
ships on the SPA council and the di- | More Power to You. 600 C808 Miller a. -Go-Re und 1938 8 1 2 Jith suits predicated on that ground. 
} rectorate of the American Society of | > arewell my Tet pelo Se 8 . 2 Subsequently it’s been established 
. — ¢ in diam sawn Seg oe S| =, arr rilber op teenies a ‘ } a ‘the Poe. ; i ‘ 
Composers, Authors and Publishers. | Re coset Hie Me?... pee Witmark Mr. Dodd Takes the Air.. y 9 4 that ‘access’ is the crux of such 
Publishers of the last reform is to | One Rose Left ir My ‘Heart Shapiro Pop ; 7 2 4 cases, and recoursing again to the 
1 i # 
prevent those empowered to classify | Rollin’ Plains.... 00 ... Schuster-Milles R " Plains. .......eeeeteees c 6 2 present action, if this isn’t affirmed 
d ASCAP writers from using this au- | This Never Happe ned Before.......... Robbins , fitting a Nes W High. ee : : ] it would again inspire a flood of 
thority to further the SPA’s con‘ro] | Winter, Wonderland. ‘ ... Donaldson Pop .... ct eee eee ererenees ) ‘ 2 nuisance suits against songs and 
over these same writers Ce CE cc ac caves edue skews es Witmark .. Start Cheering.....sseeseeseee 6 2 3 filmusicals. 
a | I’m the One Who Loves You........... Gem Pop sip a lal nd ach 4 : : 30 
= i SENET 655 450 6cb0Sendeebedserdas Chappell Rosalie ste se eeeeeseeeee 6 2 é yee a Beer 
Jack Mills Goes West | You Have Everything.........se..00+. Crawtord ip tw : ‘ Dev Die. oe ds 6 : : : It’s been established that over 
Sock ben ae my | = “ye a Ne 4 eens Sa eee Led + ny vagy WE OR BOOS stccttsesvenante > ; 30,000 musical compositions are copy- 
ac Mills le or olly wood | Le tch a e Woo Majo 6) | oe 2 righted every year, and that gives 
Monday (27) to confer with his _ m Li me A shoe Out Me . ALCL. esse wees ere is ywood Hotel. .......+++0+. : : an idea of what can result from 
brother, Irving, on some film score | sreaie istake of My uife Mi te M. : hae =. a stvvees : ; : catch-as-catch-can litigations. 
4 deals and also gives the ; ae 1d dave the Lille I LOVE. ss. ccscccsvess Words & M O1 and WI. .+.6- ) 3 
; ae es also gives the once over to | Bear Down Bee see ell rand Terrace Revue 5 0 3 What makes this decision remarke 
1€ oast setup of Mills Music, Inc. |So Many Memories.............+. Shapir Poy Les essesesssesceeees 5 0 3 able is that Bud Wilkie had actually 
He will be gone from New York | Jubilee . kas : Far ‘Eve Day's a Holid lay . 5) 2 2 been viven a victory, and a spec al 
2 for five weeks Have You Ever Been in Heaven” Sai Joy Manhattan Merry-Go-Rour id 5 ] 2 acte io thn at” ai 
r ; [- a hoe, > Pop . 0 ; mastet to fix his damages. The 
aaa | Gettin’ Some Fun | Out of Life ‘D n ne 5 0 2 defense appeal probably far exceeds 
ane Owens and his orchestra @l-| agoon of Manukura kK r-Rut urs 6 2 1 in economic investment what would 
*! ae Sea. Francisco for Para “| If 1 Can Count on You ever TT Aver-Yellen POP wecces ) ( ] be the monetary consideration for 
nount’s ‘Cocoanut Grove.’ Strange Loneliness........... Donaldson Pop 9 0 ] settling the entire matter. 
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| Nation’s $80,000,000 Dance Bill | 





(Continued from page 1) 





non-union 
the 


of unlicensed, 
bookers who wholesale 


number 
di rect 


music mounts up to the total men- | 
operat- 


tioned. With exploitation, 








ing overhead, of locations, profit, | Ss dhaiancien  Seataees” suarnee +01 
etc., considered, it is ‘guessed’ that) | ragienue a al pang ing one 
the retail price to the public hits | waving ey hatate lounges, restau- 
that total. Bookers, managers. | | ants cocktail bars, beaches, road- 
salesmen, bandsmen and union sees : ss. theatres, one- 
execs have been canvassed ark soats. ballrooms and 
Major bookers’ take s split be-| da ’ iting rir nools, 
tween Musi Corp. f Ame i ys 0 church and college 
($18,000,000) - Rockwell - O'Keefe ind playing for the radio] 
($4.000.000) and Consolidated Radio j and ‘ordines Figured on av-| 
Artists ($3,000,000) as three top-| erase musician scale basis ($60) | 
pers There are 10 ojTice rf leadel 0 t y more, total mu 
‘harles Shribman type doing an a: ns can be divided into the esti- 
nual gross of $5.000.000 10 more ited ta h same result as 
yf the Associated Radio Artists col-| hooking figures. These figures do | 
lectively doing a gross ‘booking’ Of | not include musicians performing 
$2.500.000 and Mills Artists, the for legitimate shows, radio and film | 
indie Rudy Vallee et al, easily gar-| )4ckerounds, traubadour trios, house | 
ner $5,000,000. With foregoing split | crews. symphonic and philharmonic 
among less than 30 licensed brokers, | sroups, concerts, etc. Deals strictly 
it is apparent that at least that | “with dance music. 
much must be divided between the} hands in country also cannot be 
remaining odd 1,300 bookers and! yiymbered : 
nabe, local, regional outiits, etec.. Dance business has climbed con- 
if they are to make a living At tentlv. with this vear seeing the 
|peak of all time. At the moment 
market conditions, strikes and biz 
recessions are felt but on the whole 
| business improved during the year 
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Score From the New 
COTTON CLUB PARADE 


SHE’S TALL! SHE’S TAN! 
SHE’S TERRIFIC! 


Harlem Bo‘ero 


England's New _ Ballad Hit 


THE GREATEST MISTAKE 
OF MY LIFE 


Carmen Lombardo’s Latest 
MY DAY 
A New Jam-orous Hudson Hit 


Sophisticated Swing 
MILLS MUSIC, Inc. 


1619 BROADWAY, NEW YORK 











that. divided evenly, they cannot get 
rich on the total figure, substantiat- 
ng In part, it is 
*}said that $10,- 


"| 900,000 transac- 


the computation. 
N. Y. C. alone 
yearly in musical 


sees 


| Lis 


18,000 Traveling Musicians 


and it saw the establishment of new 
offices and bands to add further 
stimulation, always a healthy sign 

Liquor up innumerable 
to music and dancing. It 
pulled hotels out of the red, opened 


opened 


spots 


up new eateries, niteries and 
danceries where once _ upholstered 
sewers held forth and put bands in 
such spots. Among inns benefited 


by booze and bands were the Astor, 
New York, enjoying a $1,000,- 
000 bar business with a_ cocktail 
combo later enlarged, its Orangerie; 
the Palmer House, Chicago, with 
five rooms going; and the chain of 
Hitz hostelries. It brought music to 
| Binghamton, N. Y.; Dayton, O.; Gal- 
up, N. M., and similar remotes. 
Spirits also created a new trend 
in ballrooms. It changed the four 
walls and a roof joints into palaces 


now 


for year ’round business. Palomar, 
L. A.; Trianon ballrooms in Chicago 
j}and Cleveland, the’ Aragon, Chi- 
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MUSIC — DANCE TOURS 





cago, and the Archer circuit in the 
northwest and midwest were trans- 
formed to class spots with food, 
likker and decorative schemes. 
Trend is growing, thanks to the bot- 
tle and is bringing in new custom- 
ers heretofore timid about dance- 
| rie 


oe 


Beer Joints 
Wayside beer joints, 
all went for 
with the return 
opened up new 
music via cock- 
music 


taverns, 
niteries, etc., 
music coincidentably 
of gurgling. This 
revenue roads for 
tail units, wired machines, 
etc. 
Cocktail 
imporiant role in the musical 
fi 


mmbos as tney can get 


units are now playing 


many ec 


They are using them the ice- 


yreake: n hotels which previously 
*» When poss 


re enlarged o1 i 


rht nm aite, 


had no music. ble groups 
regular band 
brou trade improvements 


MCA 


biz k 


big th broch 
concerted 
created 
grown to 


and 


in a 2 way w 
and 

drives via specially 
Gag has 
spot in offices 


ments. 
portant 


wn 
has now 


Total number of | developed its ‘name’ attractions 


Dance Band Showmanship 


and CRA are going after the | 





Exploitation and showmanship, 
personal and organizational is re- 
sponsible for many of the current 
crop of name bands. Strictly work- | 
aday bands have taken a back seat 
while the aggressive, progressive, 
showman-minded maestros have 
climbed with help of ideas, stunts. 
taglines, etc., to sell themselves and 
their crews with more than ‘just 


music.” 

Present day finds all top-notchers 
with a tagline to catch the public’s 
eye. There’s Sammy Kaye's ‘Swing’ 
and Sway,’ Shep Fields’ 
Rhythm,’ Jerry Blaine’s ‘Stream- 
lined Rhythm,” Jan Garber'’s ‘Idol 
of Airwaves,” Tommy Dorsev’s 
‘Sentimental Gentleman of Swing,’ 
Whiteman’s (long famous) ‘King of 
Jazz,’ Calloway’s ‘Hi De Ho,’ 
Joe Venuti’s ‘Sultan of Swing.’ Ben- 
ny Goodman’s ‘King of Swing,’ Lom- 
bardo’s ‘Sweetest Music This Side of 
Heaven,’ Mal Hallet’s ‘Incomparable,’ 


‘Rippling 


Lucky Millinder’s ‘Ride; Red Ride 
Rhythm,’ Erkine Hawkins,’ ‘New 
King of Trumpet,’ Lopez's ‘Subtle 
Swing,’ Olsen’s ‘Music of Tomorrow,’ 
Heidt’s ‘Intoxicating Rhythm,’ 
Bestor’s ‘Twinkling Temopos,.’ Os- 
borne’s ‘Slide Musie,.” Bert Block’s 


‘Bell Music, Russ Morgan’s ‘Music in 


the Morgan Manne” and many 
others. 

In addition to catch lines, 
batoneers are adopting stunts as 
Boosters. Lombardo has his calling 


of next hit tunes on the air. Lopez 
gives lectures on jazz and swing at 
N. Y. U., and Ellington and couple of 
others have also taken this means of 
building themselves. Latter often 
calls for concert-like demonstrations. 
Kay Kyser inaugurated a school of 
music gimmick that has caught on. 
Furnishes diplomas with seal, etc, 
Spitalny Very Aggressive 
Many band men take personal 
p.a.’s upon themselves besides their 
organizational publicity. Lee Shel- 
ley, Woody Herman, Del Couriney, 


Mitchell Ayres, Bill Swanson, Phil 
Napoleon and Emery Deutsch have 
a regular mailing system in the 


hands of Kay Hansen, Phil Spitalny 
is the most exploitive-minded of the 
crew with two p.a.’s, Tom Fizdale 
and George Lottman, and the Comer 
Advertising Agency working on him, 
ete. 

Among other selling-conscious 
bands are Ozzie Nelson with his 
‘Truth and Consequence’ game, 
Lopez’ arranging of African music, 
Calloway’s audience chorusing of ‘Hi 
De Ho’ stuff and showman Horace 
Heidt’s rhyming contests, his brief 
air interviews of hotel dancers and 
song building gag. 

History makers in this department 
are Richard Himber, Vallee and 
Whiteman, Himber is a champ space 
orabber. Personally contacts all 
radio column heads, fea- 
iure writers, et al 

As usual there are 
name bands to supply the demand 
and although bookers and managers 
jecry this they are at the same time 
happy. Scarcity of names makes 
names. If there were too many there 
would be less monev paid for 
situation would therefore 


Zossipers, 


not enough 


‘em 


de- 


| feat itself, 


Walter Evans Joins WIP 
Philadelphia, Dec. 28. 
Walter T. Evans, formerly of WHB. 
Kansas City, has been added to sales 


staff of WIP. Was previously ad 
nanager of K. C. Journal-Post and 
| sonnected with ad department of 
| Philly Bulletin. 


Program. department has added 
Jean Stadler, formerly with Elkins- 
j Vogel Music Publishing Co 


——— | 








15 Best Sheet Music Sellers 


(Week ending Saturday, Dec. 25) 
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Bob White se 
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Paramount 
Remick 
...e. Famous 
eo e2arms 
. Robbins 
* Indicates filmusical song. 4 
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Indicates stage production song 


others are pops. 








cal comedy, brings up such oddities 
comedy composers and songwriters get paid off in glory, mostly 
general thing, 
4 


and they’re vended in the theatre lobbies by his own agents. 


Inside Stuff—Music 


Recent interest in ‘Bei Mir Bist Du Schoen, excerpt from Yiddish musi- 


as the fact that the Yiddish musical 


As a 


tunesmith maestros his own show, so that him 


In 


the 


Insures 


steady stipend. addition, the composer publishes his own 


SONS 


Thus, the 


composer-batonist, up in front of his audience, is a steady reminder of his 


own wares. 


Reason for the self-publication arises from a distrust of local 


music publishers’ royalty accountings 


Another sidelight on ‘Bei Mir’ reminds of the time that Boris Thoma. 


shefsky, eminent Yiddish tragedian, who sent Sholom Secunda, co-autho: 


with Jacob Jacobs of this tune, over 
and ‘see what a young feller who's hanging around the theatre has.’ 
‘young feller’ 


his National theatre on the East Side, 
The 
was George Gershwin, but Secunda, veteran of the Yiddish 


theatre, couldn’t be bothered with any thought of a collaborator By 
coincidence, Decca’s first recording of the Americanized version of ‘Bei 
Mir,’ backed this tune up with ‘Nice Work If You Can Get It,” from 
Gershwin’s ‘Damsel in Distress’ (RKO). Thus, Secunda and Gershwin 


collaborated at last, albeit posthumously. 


Jack B. Tenney, attorney and state assemblyman, was elected president 


of the Los Angeles Musicians’ Mutual Protective Association ,Local 47, over 


Frank 


D. Pendleton, incumbent, in a hotly contested election last week, 


thereby effecting a sweeping change in the government of Local 47 since 
Tenney swept his entire Progressive ticket into office with the exception 


of the vice-president and recording and financial secretaries. 
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Music Notes 





Prairie Heaven’ and ‘That’s My Idea 
9 Fun’ for Monogram’s ‘Our Where 
the West Begins.’ Johnny Lange and 


‘ - rer St “vker rrote ‘Rp, " t he 

Eddie Cherkose and Charles Rosoff he / hates '. fhe oe T 1 : os 

; ange’ anc | the é 

have cleffed three ditties for Mono- ~t so ; gael fl ; sie j ; 
‘por r > ¢ ' 

gram’s ‘The. Port of Missing Girls.’| Dreams for the same film, a Jack 


They are ‘I’ve Changed by Routine,’ 
‘Dream Cargo’ and ‘One Night, One} 
Kiss, and You 


‘Sleep, Little Cowboy, Sleep,’ ‘I'm in} 


Ralph Byrd 
Ahead’, cleffed by Peter Tinturin and] 
Jack Lawrence, at Republic, 


|} Randall warbling galloper, 


’ Joe Sullivan, composer-pianist, 
. back home after several months in a 
at Monrovia. 

Richard Howard, Boston song- 
writer, spent the past week in New 
York, Besides making it a honey- 
moon, he placed several songs with 
Shapiro, Bernstein & Co. 


Ls 


sanitarium 


warbles ‘Danger | 


Connie Lee has cleffed three tunes. 
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MUSIC FROM MILLER 


Here Are the Songs You'll Hear in 1938 





"ff 





————__ — 


You Can’t Beat This One—By Bud Green and Isham Jones 


“MORE THAN EVER” 


The Coast Hit 


“DON'T CRY SWEETHEART, DON’T CRY” 


By Ted Fiorito, Albert Von Tilzer and Harry Tobias 





From the New Universal Production, a Buddy De Sylva Musical 


“Merry-Go-Round of 1938”’ 
“MORE POWER TO YOU” 
“YOU'RE MY DISH” 
“I'M IN MY GLORY” 


By McHugh and Adamson 














“Pop” Clickeroos 
. ’ 
“ONCE IN A WHILE” 
By Bud Green and Michael Edwards 
Europa’s New Rhumba Sensation—By Jose Norman and Bud Green 


“MAMMY BONG” 


Our Young Classic 


“YOU SHOWED ME THE WAY” 


MiLLter AAusic, Inc. 


WILLIE HOROWITZ, Gen. Mar. 


CO 


1270 6th Ave. N. Y. 


UOCEUNOSENENNONNS UREN CHUOUURELALoSOE HeBNEE 
COS yy Pre} 


tee 
PULDOOMOANDLEN HHLERUOOEA OLIN S SOO 





or 


surerentnine eee 
TIL 





— 


y 


“a 











. Scale q Ranemier 29, 1937" MUSIC —_ DANCE TOURS LZ iRIET y 4 I 











a 


























































































































Louie Armstrong and his. band 
| opened an engagement at Frank ot ; e . 
| a : 744 “7501 +4) ‘ , 
ikely to Kheach Joe Weber a ccwvemnchnekece! 1@ Rago Stations; Must Buy Retal 
Thursday (23) with Louis Rus- 5 2 ; 
a Bee ee f S ell in nry ‘Red’ Allen and Bobbo : 
ieee os 4 Caston featured. ~ } 
Philadelphia, Dec. 28. : . | ay a ee : ‘ ; - 
a a Leeiiaedl tate Making the W ire Hum Philadelphia, Dec. 28. | has neve! been a legal ruling yet 
Musicians oca a pasate ra | Ted Cooke orchestra wil] open an RCA-Victor notified all dealers and|on whether a record manutacture: 
week, 1S ond » 7 4 ° je Hollywood. D - indefinite stav in Atlanta Ansley |distribs of records last week that |can control use of his pro luct 
. orn? c “Ee > 2 ¢@) TWO Cc. Bee | 6 ‘ i . ¢ - 4 4 4 1} } ‘ be nt « 4 4} 
Weber, internationa his cal hiieiie: Oe . hea oes ee | Hotel's Rathskeller New Year’s eve. | they are not privileged to sell dices{ RCA official, questioned on the or- 
M., problem of ; pepeagpuien a ed ; os sphtic id igen —— re | They've been at Yacht Club in Chi- | for broadcasting purposes Know- | der, denied any change in company 
Philly music fiela by newly-formec with a er itch to scribble ago lingly supplying waxings for use on| policy on the maite He declared: 
al CIO union. Local execs are looking in New York the other night, | t} e air, it was indicated, would mean | ‘Radio stations have never been au- 
to Weber to take up whole matter hearing melodies singing in his te Sédiinae snckants a lloss of franchise “ thorized by RCA-Victor to use ou 
with top-bracket CIO officials in or- brain so long-distanced his ae Bs = d & = x penne re Be tala al cent | record nm the frst pla Phare 
der to keep the John L Lewis group ong-writing buddy. Dick Whit- R« . pot a e by ‘ ‘ to d | 
out of the field already highly-or- ing, in Hollywood, and warbled Be B t Eddy | P« A eve Her be , co 
ganized by the A. F. of L. It is hoped it to hin Rove ~ the C Te . ers wa ‘ l:nance | Pennsy, wih made the a9) 
io go ove! the head of John Edel- Whiting prom ptly wi ipped a ee ice n conte nce 1 Pe isv Su WPEN and WDAS i I} ead ot 
man, Philly director of all ¢ lO ac- the diity = shape and turned —— aren ok eile ilies reme Court d h Ww ‘ ng aroun J the yack E d 
tivities and the man responsible for | it in té Warners for Howdy Cc ; ‘ viving the a t t E trol eiling at u nrou { 
the raid on the tooters’ pasture |} Stranger,’ Dick Powell starre 6. Date ati ' ,| use of d e ] y doesnt RCA com«¢ ‘ 
Refusal of CIO chieftains to order at Warners eee . - the n-off "| First j { 1 hen 
the local organizer, Jame Gi to | | the ppave f sale " { bean tatio 
cease firing, will result in a wide- Eddie Duchin follows 1 1 white | attempted to get records throuzh th of ow 
open battle between the two factions, ey to C SIS re é 7 A lwholesale distributer thev rally 
ah nan 1 ar rrOveE .os An- = et: } 
it was reported. A. A. Tomei, prez eels early Feb \ | patronize TI firn nformed them . ‘ — wns ne ’ 
He ef M. tocol, is plenty burned ebrui | they were no longer at liberty to sel! | LOpez Refers Musicians 
. > ows » I< Nav id . { +} Y) a 
at the pot-shots being aimed hi way — ee i noe : | dises to them. 5 i O U. S. Army in 1 ieup 
and threatens to expose certain lead- c ' caman ; ~ Opens! wheres mmediate incon 
ers of the new organization as for- Vv F) at aah y ag Mark Hopkin ~ |wvenience as station ising wax all Pr agent J Gi: : rked 
risco New €al \ , * ale os USiligg Wea eas : , ; 
mer members of his own group who eve | ave larae stock : hond Further- | out a stunt with Col. W. W. Patter- 
ave been expelled or suspended for nor th s not to prevent | son, acting corps area re ting offi 
have bee os ip f dues and fine levied Hal Kemp ‘ at the ake tel | , ; 7 , , ; 2 4 : 
non-payment of dues and fi lev 1¢ cy then fro! Duy f ¢ 1} cer, whereby semi-pro musicié ay 
fo! chi on scale. Qi estlor ‘ if whetnel members —— ; - i} re ula etail ( c ne { ou j 
What has particularly fanned To- of the New ‘York M isiclans’ Union l third party ieumose tua weak Wh it lying at the Vincent Lopez band 
q mei’s wrath is the fact that he claims | Will be permitted to accept other | Bob Gravson ope! at the Com-|] cents this way instead of the 45 cen offices in New York will be shunted 
to have always shown greatest pos- | ork if they are earning $94 a week | modore Perry hote Toledo, Jan. 5. | for which the wholesale distrib was | to the United States Army Stunt 
cible amount of co-operation with |}or more 1s tl be determined at a lling then Reco of ovner ¢ makes capital of the stream of mu- 
§ hats : re Saar eing ld < ,0cal 30)2's | Bate ont - — ne ste ee ter Saw ‘ « Nn : i! 
the CIO while it was organizing psig baer being a sata ~* . _Lou Breese to the Beverly Hills, | panie were al ; tili available | sicker constantly presenting them- 
other workers in spots using union | headquarters today (Wednesday C. C., Newport, Ky., Jan. 6, for CRA.| Act ly, the stations wh gned , 
musicians. He always refused to get | Exception in the propos ed resolution NAPA ecently, WDAS and | S¢!ves to the attention of prominent 
. x ve . ' ¢ | YAY ¢ 1 at 4 y k ; n y « 
involved. Last spring, when the | are name bands. These will be % al- | Three Batchelors, lers. set} PEN, are pleased at the new turn | mae tre 
AFL called a strike of its waiters at | lowed to take extra jobs providing | for Roosevelt hotel, Pittsburgh, Pa.,|°f events They feel Vicior will Army needs musicians most of the 
the Adcadia-International because of | the assignments meet with the ap-| Jan. 3 force NAPA to a showdown onjtime because of the two-year term 
CIO encroachments, Tomei refused | proval of the union's executive board | ‘ whether it really has the right to| of enlistment. Pays $30 minimum 
to pull the band, claiming the walk- | and the bands agree to pay 1f0F| Cparies Costelle opens at the Com CONES USS OF Aarne Seapene the | plus food, keep and medical and 
out was illegal. He feels his willing- | standby men on the original stand,| modore club, Detroit. Jan. 14 decision in the Waring case. There! travel angles. 
ness to go along with the industrial | W hether it be a hotel, cafe or sash 
unionists before should entitle him | where else. _ _ , Johnny Hamp into Adolphus hotel, 
to more appreciative treatment now. Similar restriction Is now 11 ef) najjas from Jan. 5 for four weeks. 
ee fect with the Los Angeles local of : THERE'S A 
Miss Philly Joins Kavelin bows oor o_o . Musi: | Howard Woods orchestra opened 
Philadelphia, Dec. 28 | cians. I resent: administration of] at the Floridian Hotel, Miami. Fla.. 
- deny range ec. 28. [Local 802 hasn't favored the one| Christmas Dav. 
Bs a pe . aa "Ty . ee ae 'man-one job agitation but it was | rom 
37,’ sig fal avelin ban j atter be : Si 
ped ype gre iat eer aah tke crew | agreeable to letting the matter be| Noble Sissle orchestra set for the 
~ oe : put to a vote of the entire member-| American Labor New Year's Eve 
s vocalist. : J , J 
as vocalis a 1. | ship. party at St. Nick’s Arena in New 
“=f She’s been working at Philly Viet 
niteries since her crowning. i - } , . 
iceoiniaie ee | Billy Hayes Orch., tooting at new | : 
Rudy Bundy into Casa Madrid,| Hollywood Restaurant in Philly, | r gong ee orchestra pags 
Louisville, Ky., Jan. 8 ladded to remotes aired over WIP. or the lilanthropic Guild, Feb. 20, 
: 5 as . &. lat the Waldorf Astoria Hotel, N. Y. 
” “ 
r C N y The “HOME ON THE RANGE” of ! 
O | Shed . ts, Debt this Generation! ' 
Dumas Music : Cute, which filed a i} 
FROM THE petition in bankruptcy in N. Y. re- ‘i? 
cently, on Monday (27) submitted 
- a schedule of its assets and liabilities. R @) S } 2 % i N D E C 2 2 
Corp.'s liabilities, according to 
Nathan Mercer, treasurer, amount to The No | Son t 
OFFERS $8,150 while outstanding bills total ° g [ 
$6,129. The Jong list of creditors is — ree ag NETO by ; 
: - made up mostly of people and firms 
: = in the music trade. The heaviest MLL | A | € 2 R @) M A AY C FE 
Oth Century-Fox’s Greatest Picture ond creditor is the Ashley Music Supply 
, a sid ahaa ; ae Co., with a claim for $2,713 
Grandest Score, “SALLY, IRENE ond MARY ‘ picig ' 
; — — Another “ONE NIGHT OF LOVE” from | 
’ Scénes by GORDON end REVEI ) ; 
4 4 « 9 P bd : 
SWEET AS A SONG OPPENHEIM’S SANTA Grace. Moore’s New Picture i 
} —_—_— sey 4/ ' 
GO MIND ON MUSIC Songwriter Liberated After 5'% Pil Take Romance i 
T MY Months of Year's Sentence 
07] 4 ep { . ’ . 
5 BULLOCK and SPINA Dave Oppenheim, vet lyric writer, 
HALF MOON ON THE HUDSON | zot out Friday, « day before Xmas, i 
when the U. S. Government santa- ' | 
I COULD USE A DREAM claused him with more than half off if 
from his original sentence of a yeal ' 
and a day to the Federal penitentiary é 
- in Lewisburg, Pa. Oppenheim got } 
its from BUDDY DE SYI 1 AS New Uni- jammed up through an income tax i 
versal Filmusical "YOU'RE A SWEETHEART” rap involving his father-in-law’s b 
sts hla snaates Pace ; chain beauty parlor biz. 
’ s the ‘1: c ) wniv serv 
YOU'RE A SWEETHEART Among the reasons for only ser | 
ing five and a half-months of his Ge 
MY FINE FEATHERED FRIEND sentence was the Government's 4] 
regard for his wife who collapsed! ig 
SCRAPIN’ THE TOAST | mentally the day her songwriter: \i 
{husband ‘was committed to the be 
: BROADWAY JAMBOREE | Federsi prison. She's now it a senl| | 
. |} tarium in Amityville. L. I.. where she i 
| * te ; 
nas been four months. FP: thereto | ‘ 
Se ee wat ne was in a home at Stapleton 
IT Is by M Fil UU! ond AD | YN from R} () s + 7. ar ad both the offic ‘ ] ‘ nd the 
! “TMTTING A NEW INCH,” Starring LILY PONS physicians hope that ght of het 
| , l 1usband will have the proper he 
| LET’S GIVE LOVE ANOTHER i nk olan. 
i CHANCE |! | Oppenheim’: paroling was furth 
e {| {} nfluenced by s being a mode 
| | i" 
|| THIS NEVER HAPPENED BEFORE il | prisoner. apart from the usual time 
| . ri ‘ “lt . P 1 
i} iscounts | good vena r, and alist 
ii i} e ; 
I I HIT a NEW HIGH i nrougn  puttins ( e¢ prisor 
| i | shows, et In tu the Government! 
i! fficially approved Oppenheim’s avo 
ih ae 4 ae | ‘ 
\} li} catioral acti\ ( ide contin 
| iI juance of w { £ mg lyric so tha! 
| ‘ . h hh - ¢ ‘ 
. ROBBINS MUSIC CORPORATION ack on Broadway, he has a half- 
\ dozen tunes which publishers an 
799 Seventh Avenue * New York, N. Y. } melodists ve expressed terest, a 
= ' nart of their help to bring Oppe 
— - back to his chosen work. 
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’ ’ . | Youngman Is Booked | N t 
;’ ~ 1 = ] e 
{ sens ompete it nt asina For Resort in Jersey | 
| Abner Greshler, N. Y. booker, has | 
;}set Henry Youngman, Ruth Brent, | HK Salalah bar id 
ait xIst, now an institution here, dis- 
° Al Sl Fi t | Harris and Yvonne Ashburn, Loria | HOLLY W OOD REST. penses endless dansapation, alter- 
Bandman Into La Conga, Which Wi ap on FIPFSC Bros. and the Jerry Livingston or- | (NEW YORK) nating with the rhumba band. The 
. ‘ | chestra at Laurel-in-the-Pines, | INE ; ,.| Morocco s:arted the marathon mu- 
Couvert—Latter Spot Has Three Radio Wires Lakewood, N. J., spot, for this week Arthur Tracy (‘The Street Singer’) | sie idea. There's nary a lull, both 
= “ Bill will be augmented for New | is back here after three agg tet he — bands blend ng, during the 30-minute 
we Year's Eve by the addition of Jackie | lining a _— i, oe a the | changeovers of the dance sets, until 
‘ ’ ag Ts ~ Ok ces : | strongest to play this Broadway em-| one band can leave the stand as the 
When George Olsen opens at La : sS ded Heller, radio and vaude singer, and | Sttonses : . “ c stand as the 
Conga. N. Y Preece Dick Gas- | Nick Lucas * ked . nate si oe vaues ‘ | porium, However, show adequately | other picks up the music. Holst is 
oe Se ae indice wilt | For London Cafe Job | Steve Evans. | suits the needs of the holiday sea-| a terp music vet, suave and persoh- 
parre Jan. 6, the rhumba nitery ! | : aay | son. It's substantially the same} able. 
put on a couvert for the first time | Nick Lucas, currently at the et framework, however, to Tracy’s war- Arthur Brown, who's been around 
Heret ae 3 pcen 8 mintnun- | N. ¥. goes abroad pes enero Bie MAURICE RAVEL DIES; | bina Another Broadway nitery to! chow biz. is now @ sort of socialite 
check idea, but sans cover charge. | his first engagement across the Bi take on fresh b.o. hypo is the across-| )¢ and theatrical host. He stages 
Olsen's getting a percentage of the} Pond in several years SER, 6? the-street Paradise. Belle Baker the special shindigs, usually the Sun- 
couverts and is coming in with a Opens on a month’s booking at | opened there last night (Tues.) as day night big-apple brawls or ‘the- 
three-ply radio wire, CBS and Mu-| Ciro's cafe, London, Feb. 7. Curtis & iz Opposition. _ . | atrical’ nights, the new thing. 
tual for himself, and an NBC outle: | Allen booked the singer. ; i ; In England for some time, this is Spot grosses between $20,000 and 
for the Panchito rhumba band . Maurice Ravel, 62, internationally jr icy’s first date on return to Ameri- $25,000, from trade estimates, is situ- 
Paradox the booking is that Ol known composer, died in Paris | c He opened here Christmas night} ateq on East 54th. almost under the 
rae an tt i f the Interna- y Dec. 28 | and on the midnight show did 20| Third avenue el, which gives an idea 
se wns one-tnirc 1e Wer. } a. “een bist See, Pos ‘ “i re € . rs 
i iad Ge nos on B edway N. =. NEW FAR’ 8 For the past several months he | minutes of surefire — He ap-| of the rental break. It gets the Park 
ior S sro way, . > » cho ] - Y OT anc paar - ; resp P o > 
vest click nitery | had been suffering from an ailment | Pears to be in fine shape, Ais voice) ayenooers, the Hollywood doing-the- 
biggest and newest CiuCK : ree ade it difficult for him ‘to | aving commanding force and power.| towners and all points in between. 
where he siarted off with his owr | | which made it difficult for him ‘to He opens with a few bars of his old| With two bands for the sho a anit. 
band. Recently he’s been tourin; 0/ rage his hands. He was removed to | air theme song, ‘Marta,’ as a warmer- | and the wine cellar almost exclusive- 
with it (Gene Fosdick substituted) /0 a sanitarium last week and under- upper, and goes into the kind of} ly in demand, the Morocco is not, for 
and Olsen continues to feel that the | went an operation which was ex- | numbers that can’t miss for his voice, nought, regarded as the cafe man’s 
Interna ional is an investment tha | pected to relieve the condition. How- | A weak entry_is ‘Can I Forget You?’ millennium, 
doesn’t require his or his band: | ever, after a short gain his condition | from et ee ang It's a far ery from the sceakeasy 
presence since his partners, Joe Moss | | took a turn for the worse Sun- fee. You a oroge  g pas! his habit now that it’s supposedly open 
a i ite rect- | | day (96 racy voice home safely, an S|door. But try and get in if they 
and Lou Brecker, are actively direct- ie (26). en es ‘Little Boy Santa Claus Forgot | pen I ange st n BP 
ing it | Some of his best known works are sueht back from London, is like- | ic seuske’ last all a roasted 
4 . . Ion ‘ ‘ o« “hlaa ’” ‘ 2rh’ > L , 1 na: ft Scat Bie a ‘ 7 r : LS ¢ se 
Mrs. Olsen (Ethel Shutta) is like | ee rig hhy " re heetems y OMe wise effective. ‘Greatest Mistake of | tions’ will account for the unpopu- 
wise in a somewhat competitive spot | Pacing 40 iahind inst year. the | Le Tombeau de Couperin My Life, ga 0 in oe ee | lated tables. And, when riding high 
. A - : rm | AC <4 uU pen ASt yc » ae yr " = hens ‘vy: “"Tress’ anc more oO } pt ens , ' . a 
at the new Glass Hat room of th aus Stara. 4 : | nti- ca ital by Tracy, “Tre See oe tables on end pile onto the danc 
Belmont-Plaza, N. Y., which she is | “°™. Year's business is still opt ‘Marta’ round out his repertoire. floor until there’s no more room for 
radited with having put over | mistically regarded from the last- | ® 15 YEARS AGO a | With return of Tracy, Jack Wal-| hoofing, Abel. 
cre ii€ Wit = Y 7 Mis Shutta | minute pressure, The bonifaces in | ir yn also comes back as m.c., but his OE eae. 
~ hy yy yftoar >t Par S I SS « « _ . ° ° : te far > yr ete 
Shortly after New : ea _ tt ‘ Ralph | I Y., however, recognize that the | (From Variety and Clipper) material this trip is far below stand- 
ra 447 oe > r Ve . y ° >< hy ¢ ’ 
manes & Swine of : ee ; |nublic must be hep to the fact that | id. Waldron is a good showman LYON’S MUSIC HALL 
Hitz hostelries, starting at the Neth- the ‘early’ reservation ballyhoo had | but got too many oldies with him. a 
erlands-Plaza, Cincinnati. become a gag. as choicest tables are Vaude actor told to quit using | deficiency also noted when at the (SEATTLE) 
a ; 2 ede = : eB en aes | . ° y . x “ace , ~ Ted 
— | a s‘ill held out for the last spurt, and | picture scandals as act material or ¥ = Club posaggee A —_— a Seattle, Dec. 26 
; : : > Bal : , ‘tainers on sho , ; 4 : 
as happened last year, one could fall | lose his Keith bookings. Offensive to), *elainers On | qd ball -adagio On the tidal wave of legalized 
ac S é ma os . : } ducti heads d the Zorros, wWwhirlwinc yallroom-adag 
into almost any place and get a fair|the production 1eaags) an 1e€)y dancers: Stanley Meehan, tenor, and beer and wine in this state came 
| break. at cut-rate. squawked, |others. Letty Campbell, from the} the so-called beer cabaret. Tops 
S$ in ite | 
oWe ° a Last year the wanders-around | cherus, is doing a farmer-and-daugh- among these hereabouts, both as to 
ee found the $7.50-type place shilling Eddie Cantor in his Christmas ad,! ter interlude with yng that’s en- the biz and class of floor show, is 
« | art: ¥ . ¢ spe- Art c c : Si P l 
Jack Osterman opened last night | trade at $3 a head, rather than leave | urged acts not to get swell heads, he | ¥ - page igs age lk at poy A late Lyon’s Music Hall. 
(Tuesday) at the Man-About-Town, | open gaps in the rooms. ee oe Oe ig Sy earn | rs sail very Ukely will A military Four floor shows daily is the sked, 
West 51st street bistro, on a unique| Whatever the theories for holding | lights. Pointed out the biggest sign | tan by Betty Atkinson can’t miss| one in the afternoon. Location near 
arrangement with Gene Reiss, the | back, the reservations are behind.|}on Broadway advertised chewing anywhere. Singing division includes | the huge public market brings in the 
boniface. Comedian-m.c. gets a Judging by bullish liquor package | gum. | Ruth Denning. who gets a bass fiddle | matinee loiterers for a glass of suds, 
straight 25% of the gross after 9 p.m.| Sales around N. Y., at points to a — | accompaniment for her hotcha ‘Slap | a bit . a rest and the show thrown 
It's ££. (for free) at dinner, so far | particularly heavy home-party cele- B. S. Moss put a $25,000 organ in| That Bass,’ fairly good. Edith Roark | In to oot. i 
s his entertaining services are con-| bration which, of course, would ex-| pis Regent, N. Y. Dead stuff nowa-| works _a_ bride and groom session Captain Greenwood’s ‘Hollywood 
oo paar sea ae plain the off-biz at the niteries, deve os with Waldron that’s a_bit stale by | Movie Seals’ are featured this week 
cerned, aes — now. Has been a standard here for|It is the first time this type of act 
— : gen two seasons. has been booked into a local cabaret. 
¢ | ake Salt Lake’s 75G Bronx opera house closed for the The girl in the whirling champagne | The other noveliy is outgrowth of 
waranac Salt Lake City, Dec. 28. first time in 10 years. Biz conditions | bottle is still here. probably the near- | the lockout of the musicians union; 
By Happy Benway It is estimated around $75,000 will be | generally were bad, and house Laid off | est thing to nudity that om stil be a Bay Ly hcg i ‘lody 
—— P spent in metropolitan and suburban | week before Christmas,. | found on ecleaned-up Broa ap A . “em Fo a m ye becom ogi . ancers, 
To you of the healthy outside] Salt Lake City New Year’s eve. Fes- var, umblers and even the seals, . 
world, Santa Claus may be that = tivities, however, will cost less than N.Y I , sae ae Lyons gene ag 
2 ‘ : + he Mi 4 ed up over | .c., took one pace ahead o 1e 
nian with a red suit and long bear in 1986. None of the hotel or nizht managers all hopp up over m 
with a pack on his shoulder. But to eink veil cabare th ioe ts have hy- central ticket agency to sell all} GOLD COAST ROOM herd when they had special local 
us of this ozoning hilltop territory, t . _ “s Ss tcl = - ese shows. Some liked the idea some | ; ; recordings made for the acts, espe- 
it's a female Santa poed tariffs higher than last year, didn’t. All talking. Much ado about (DRAKE HOTEL, CHICAGO) cially the singing waitresses, who al- 
Mrs “William Morris.remembered | 2nd several have made slices. nathing ‘ — . Chicago, Dec. 26. ternate with a turn during the 30- 
the following children this year in Forty-six agencies of the Utah = It’s a good thing there’s Herbie pelnute floor shows. A lad handles 
the Actors’ Colony: Sylvia Abbott,| Liquor Control Commission are | Kay and his orchestra around here at | t 1e discs and loudspeakers aid. It’s 
Marie Bainchi, Marya Blake, Betty| bound to get more than one-third Loew bookers announced they present. Otherwise there would be — Peg but rey oe a 
H iff 7 . + , H _ : > > a ¢ -~ -¢ 
Bostwick, Marion Cannon, Fifi |} of the dough for vintages. Seven| were after big names to boost biz. | nothing to uphold any value for this usic esnt inspire tne ac Ss any 
30 # ; ; ’ | aad provides no buildup or spon- 
Climas, Margoe_ Elroy, Beatrice} niteries figure to pocket between | Had quite a number already booked.| supposedly swank room. taneity 
Fidler, Jennie Grande, Ruby Hess, | «;.5 o The efforts of Kay and band make : 
. : ig : : $15,000 and $20,000. A : — : 
Rose Hoenig, Mary Kelly, Beatrice Each of the 16 theatres are plan- up in a large measure for the sorry cts are szevey booked, four 
Lee, Edith Lemlich, Peggy McCarthy. 9 


Lucile McKay, Margaret Newell, 
Cora O'Connell, Martha Rogow, Isa= 
belle Rook, Hazel Smith, Louise Son- 
tag, Jean Stuart, Hazel Coleman, 
}"onroe Coleman, Teddy Bodwell, 
Alfred Boerner, Robert Burk, Hubert 
Carlton, Johnny DiGiovanni, Alfred 
DeLoraine, Eddie Dowd, Jack 
Edwards, John J. Finlev, Jack Flaum. 
Murray Friedman, Morris Gould. 
Henry Hearn, John Louden, Edward 
McGushion, Richard Moore, Roy 
Nunley. Ford Raymond, Milton Reich. 
David Rose, Fred Schrader, Michael 
Scliultz, James Seeley, Ben Schaffer. 
Garland Smith, Brian Tracy, Mark 
Vance. ECward Vogt, Conway Wash- 
burn, Irvine Wilbur, Henry Wunsch. 
Jules Zwillins, Alice Carman. Mannie 
IT owy, L«ster Sheehan, Katherine 
Keer*n, Claude Lawson, Harry and 
Chorlie Barrett and the writer. 
Mile. Antoinette Naguier, has 
settled down here. She now cooks at 
the Charles Goldsmiths, and likes 


America enough to want to svend 
the rem7inccr of her last days here. 
She was once tutor of Alfred 
Dreyfus, French army officer, who 
was eonvicted and later acquitted of 

‘ho Will Rogers’ Memorial Hos- 
pi‘! lbrevy extends its sincerest 
vias for books received from Mrs. 
Vio'n Carm-rata, Verona, N. J., and 
D--oiy Eubens, N. Y. 

Avsin the management of the! 
Por‘ine thestre hore, and the Palace 
thes'-e, Lote Plocid, send the onoen 
howe'se o.k. to all s showtotk ozoners for 
192% 

Tie Rumsey estate which ha 
hovced manrv of theatrical n - was 
viven outricht to the local B 
soe’ to care for health nv ad 

This column tokes this means 
the’: the theatrical profession phe 
the »blie for all greetings and pifts 
to this Actor’s Colony 


po’ *-d a rl punch of happiness 
Write t» these you know in Sara- 
nac and elsewhere who are sick. 





B., EW ROCHELLE OPENING 


TxInnd Casino, New Rochelle. 
a. Y.. steyrecr nite spot, will open 
for * Year's Eve. 
R- Coonabaro orchestra will 
provide c for dancing and floor 
sho 


They've 
| 


ning special previews, expecting 
their turnstiles to register more than 
$6,000. Four suburban niteries, cater- 
ing mostly to patrons of pretzel and 
beer joints, will reap $5,000. Eight 
parties in ritzy private clubrooms 
will collect $20,000. 





Pitt Light So Far 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 28. 
New Year's eve prices here topping 
those on vende ay, but the boys 
figure there’s no harm in trying since 
they don’t expect overflows anyway. 
Reservations so far have been prac- 





tically nil, with hotels reporting 
their extra rooms are booked solid 
for private parties. 


Expectations locally are for com- 
paratively light trade, and if eve 
comes even near last year’s big 
spending orgy, there won't be any 
kicks coming. 

Philadelphia, Dec. 28. 

Charles Goldfine, op of Falls the- 
atre here, doubling in whoopee. He’s 
leased main ballroom of Hotel Syl- 
vania for New Year's and 
peddling ducats at $5 per person. 
Entertainment includes Mickey Al- 
pert and Kathryn Rand, with Milt 


eve is 





Broadway craze for Shakespeare 


reflected in vaude. About a dozen 





to prevent Morris Gest from bring- 
ing over the Moscow Art Players, 





Leo Feist contributed $5,000 to 
Actors’ Fund on condition that a 
similar amount be raised. Condi- 


tion was met, 





Cut down to unit size and out again. 





Vivienne Segal at the N. Y. Palace. 
doubled with Harry Carroll at the 
piano. 


Dolly Sisters at the Riverside with 


on his own, 





the State-Lake, Chi. Did a playlet 
with a company of two. 

Abie’s ‘Irish Rose’ in ‘Frisco for the 
sixth time in as many months. Dif- 





| Kellem’s band. 





Te 

| Philly’s ‘Santa’ Palumbo 

s| Philadelphia, Dec. 28. 
Frankie Palumbo, w.k. Philly 

| hitery op, invited all the kids in the 





neighborhood last Thursday for a 
free Xmas feed and gander at the 
| floor show. 


More than 1,000 attended. 


| N. Y.’S RUSSIAN BEAR FOLDS 
Russian Bear, Second avenue nitery 
landmark, folded suddenly last week 
after a siege of bad biz. 

Vodka class had been oper- 
ating around 25 vears. When Carlo. 
m. c. and manager, took ill recently. 
his enfereed idleness didn’t help the 


spot 


ferent house each trip and broke th 


Neilan and Ferde Grofe. 


Nitery Placements 





Belle Baker, Paradise, N. Y. 

Cross and Dunn, Versailles, N. Y. 

Mary Jane Walsh, Hotel Belmont- 
Plaza, N. Y. 

Jerry Levinson orch, Laurel-in-the 
Pines, Lakewood, N. J. 

Jim Miller, Al Glasser, Johnny 
Adams. Mon Paris, N. Y . 

John Cooper, Kit Kat Club, N. Y. 





gross 














Connie Joyce, Tahoe, Leon & Ed- 
dies’, N. ¥. 


condensations in preparation. Some | 
got on, 
American Defense Society seeking 








‘Spice of 1922’ stranded in Chicago. | 
| poor 


Harry Richman at the piano. He! 
shared their hit, doing six numbers | 


,; comes 


Henry B. Walthall in personal at! 


house record each trip Oliver 
Morosco had the show on the coast. 

Paul Whiteman wrote a song, 
‘Wonderful One,’ with Marshall! 





| two boys, 


floor si.ow arrangement. 

In a short three-act show there are 
two novelty turns, Howard Nichols 
and hoops, and the Gilberts with 
their bar work. Nichols didn’t do so 
well when caught. The Gilberts, 
have arranged a fine bar 
contraption for quick setup and 
knockdown on a cafe floor. They 
provide excellent acrobatic enter- 
tainment. It’s tough that they should 
have been placed on a show with 
another novelty act, but they make 
the most of it. 

Four Little Women, 
thin, piping voices that call for close 
huddling around the mike. They get 
response. <A_ single femme, 
Eleanor Christian, understood to be 
out of the six-girl line, is around for 


a solo dancing session. It meant 
nothing. Six girls, the Bytonettes, do 
the best they can with their two 


numbers which serve to open and 
close the show. 

Kay works hard and his efforts 
are appreciated by the customers. 

He has an aggregation which 
through with both  instru- 
mental and vocal sessions of top 
quality. His Kay Kwoir is worthy of 
considerable buildup, rating any- 
where. Gold. 


EL MOROCCO, N. Y. 


Just for 
season's 
pioneer 

nt 
whien, 


the record, here is this 

memo on El Morocco, 
of the cafe society haunts, 
for some intangible yet quite 
definite reason, second home to 
many a socialite. It’s a human mu- 
scum where everybody toodle-oo’'s 
me another, and those who come to 
3awk usually pay the freight—and 
in the hardest way. Meaning, that 
for them, the $3 couvert goes on; 
the ‘monkey corner’ tables are re- 
served, ete. 

The regulars, meanwhile, mean- 
ng the bloods and the so-called ‘de- 
sirable’ patronage, virtually makes it 
an evening on a c: pie of drinks, not 


1S 


counting ‘the cuffo setups on the 
house. The maison courtesies are. 
of course, more than offset by the 
rest of it. It’s all up to Frank, the 
maitre at the door, with John Per- 
ona a shadowy figure in the back- 
ground. 


Jerome Zerbe clicks the camera at 
the celebs and socialites, and Ernie 


singers, have, 





; most of them to 





weekly. Captain Greenwood is hold- 
ing over for second week. His seals, 
Pop-Eye and Babe, give the audi- 
ences a closeup of their ability to 
juggle and balance, and they merit 
the billing of ‘performing’ seals. 
Comedy by play is provided by Pop- 
Eye ragging the Captain. 

Between shows the seals are in a 
tank out front for exploitation. 

Gilbert and Howe, ‘inebriates in 
tails,’ do a straight hand-balance 
number and then the ‘ineb’ with 
some clever falls. Frances Kenney 
local dancer, has a pleasing tap 
number and encores with an acro- 
batic dance. A couple of songbirds 
and a number or two by the sing- 
ing waitresses round out a snappy 
30 minutes. 

Biz almost capacity. 


VOGUE ROOM 


(CLEVELAND) 
Cleveland, Dec. 26. 

Gali-Gali made his first big click 
here a year ago, so Hollenden’s 
Vogue Room showed shrewd judg- 
ment in bringing back Egyptian 
magician for holidays. ? 

Wearing red fez, plus a tunie with 
zebra stripes, the  top-liner puts 
across six slick tricks larded with 
surefire comedy. Sleight-of-hand 
work is flashy and fast enough to 
fool diners at ringside tables. With 
line of breezy patter, Gali recruits 
act as stooges. Card 
too weak and not a 
700d finale. Would do better to close 
with his chicken-palming or his 


rabbit-in-frying pan, which go ovet 
Dig. 


Trepm 


manipulations 


Florence and 
with some suave 
ihat has authentic 
no lightweight ye’ he swings her 
around with grace. ‘Mood Indigo’ 
%.0d production number. 

Toni Gane, a reliable repeater here, 
‘ings loudly but has a buoyant, 
infectious voie e. Bernard and Stevens 
kick in with more satisfactory croon- 


Alvarez come ort 
ballroom stepping 
Mex flavor. Gal's 


ls 


ing, besides strolling with guitar 
ound tables between Sammy 
Watkins’ band sessions. It’s third 
ronth for Watkins. but outfit is go- 
ing into Neil House in Columbus, 
“. 4£2:t week. Pullen. 
| 
7 


a 


i 
| 
: 
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) Hollywood Restaurant, Broadway 


Midwest Vaude to Reap No Bonanza 


WB’S PHILLY DEAL 





New Year's as Home Parties Lead =, Landmark, Files for 77B Reorg 


Agreement reached last week be- 











Chicago, Dec. 28. 


Entire midwest will be sparing in 
its use of special vaude shows for 
New Year's Eve. Majority of those 
houses spotting special attractions 
are those which ordinarily use week- 
end vaude, and are stretching the 
New Year's booking schedule to take 
in Friday. 

There is considerably more activ- 
ity in the club field than in vaude, 
but even in the former territory 
there is a sharp decline. 

This is due primarily to the fact 
that the reservations haven't been 
coming in the way they had been 
hoped for. Parties for the welcom- 


jing in of the New Year are veering | 
more and more to home gatherings, | 


and it’s particlularly noticeable this 
year, despite the general policy of 
the night clubs to plaster a lower 
tariff. 

Not only are the homes holding 
more of these parties, but aiso the 
little social clubs of 40 and 50 mem- 
bers. Figure that with a price of $2 
to $4 per couple, they can have more 
fun in their own rooms where every- 
body knows each other, rather than 
in the public places. 


Stanley, Pitt’s Big Show 
Pittsburgh, Dec. 28. 


Stanley, WB deluxer, has its big- | 


gest vaude show in years lined up, 
beginning with special New Year's 
eve midnight performance, Johnny 


Perkins, playing second engagement | 


here in three months, will m.c. lay- 
out, which is to include Mary Dees 
and Monte Blue, Boy Foy, Cherry 
and June Preisser, Fred 
and Louise Massey and her Western- 
ers. Dave Broudy’s house crew will 
play from the stage. 

Management currently has flesh 
set for three weeks following as 
well, first time in blue moon stage 
stuff has been lined up solid, 
Three Stooges come in Jan. 7, with 
flock of turns being booked around 


so 


Sanborn | 


= a 


‘Was Sorry for Hubby,’ 


Nixes Cafe Slot Devices | 


St. Louis, Dec. 28. 
Mrs. Irene Kite, of Alton, Il. near 
here, took over the role of a modern 
Carrie Nation last week. Armed 
with an ax, she invaded seven 
taverns in that city and smashed 
|every slot machine she found. Gen- 
|darmes, summoned by some 
grieved operators, hauled her to the 
| city bastile, but when no one 

| ferred charges, released her. 


ag- 


Mrs. Kite asserted her wrecking 
} tour was inspired because she was | 
{sorry for her husband, a former 
|} tavern proprietor, who was denied 
permission to operate slot machines 
jin his tavern. City and county au- 
|thorities assert no favoritism is 
| shown, 





AGMA, AFRA AND SAG 
HUDDLING ON BENEFITS 


Decision whether the 
|Guild of Musical Artists, 
Federation of Radio 
Screen Actors Guild 
align themselves with the Theatre 
Authority, benefiteers, is expected 
|} as outcome of next T. A. meeting on 
Jan. 6. Reps of the various groups 
| will sit in at the T. A. meeting 
jand iron out money distribution 
wrinkles and board resetting. 

| Above trio are only talent groups 


American 
American 
Actors and the 
will officially 





| : 

| still not officially connected with 
the T. A., although they have lent 
support recently. Overtures were 


made about three weeks ago by the 
T. A., seeking to control the entire 
benefit picture. Without the three 
top groups, T. <A. cannot cover 
complete picture. 





Restaurant Named Garbo 
New Swedish dining and dancing 
spot tagged Garbo opened in New 








pre- | 





volving the installation of rising and 


days’ work, the 


lene ing ¢ } - 
depending on admish. revolving stages, upon which 


Earle will use 21 men at $64 for | opening of Billy Rose’s Casa Manana 
four shows daily. This includes | jn time to grab off some of the New 
leader and contractor, and is similar | year’s eve biz depended, has defi- | 
to past pacts. Fox will have 15 men | nitely stymied those plans. Latest 
at $70 and 20 men at $30, the latter | debut date for the former French | 


to play overtures only. If vaude isn’t | 
brought back to Fox 


Casino, now to be called Billy Rose’s 


the union re- | Casa Manana, Jan. 7. 
serves the right to shuffle salaries | Book nitery production will be 
so that al] men will get same Wage, | walled ‘Play Fair.’ in two one-hour 
as all will thus be limited to over-| ,at. pook ‘by Billy Rose, music by 
turning. | 


| Ned Lehak and Dana Suesse, lyrics 
| by Rose and Ted Feiter. 


Summer cut clause allows nabes to 


discontinue bands for 12 weeks pre- Doc Rockwell, Walter Dare Wahl, 
ceding Labor Day. The Fox may|gtan Kavanagh, Lulu Bates, and 
trim its overture men for 15 weeks Hinda Wassau have been announced 
and the Earle can cut four men for as additions to the cast listed pre- 
pe weeks and five men for four viously as Sally Rand, Morton Dow- 
weeks. 


—_________—_—- car Shaw, Frazee Sisters, Proske’s 
Tigers, 


Iron-Jaw Actor Socks 
Swingster; Arrested 


Lyman orchestra. 


ney, Tom Patricola, Wini Shaw, Os- 


Stuart Morgan Dancers, Wil- | 
lie West and McGinty, and the Abe 





: - ——--— -— 
tween Warner Bros. circuit and the | 
musicians pit orchs for next year McCoy Bestor Signed The Hollywood Restaurant, on 
contains no clause’ guaranteeing : ; ‘ _y9| Broadway, through its holding cor- 
minimum buik expenditure, as was For Indpls. Band Duel |noration, filed a petition in N. Y, 
included in last season’s termer. Pact Indianapolis, Dec. 28. | federal district court yesterday 
for 1937 called for turnover of $176,- Circle theatre goes back to a vaud-| (Tuesday) for permission to reor- 
500 by the circuit. The new binder | g1m policy during week of Jan. 7,|ganize under Section 77 of the 
deals with each house individually, | with Clyde McCoy and Don Bestor| Bankruptcy Law, a sserting that it 
and no lump sum is mentioned. Ap- |orchestra, booked for a ‘battle of | was insolvent but that if permitted 
parenily total received by the mu- |} music.’ |to continue would be able to meet 
sicians will slightly exceed recently- | Yaude will be intermittent at | all its debts. Nat Moss, secretary of 
expired contract. house, with double feature bills filling | the A. & U. Restaurants, Inc., the 
| titin oY sot} ¢ . e Se ; ” P 
New termer is for 47 weeks, wind- | in-between week: | pé title a r, estimate its liabilities at 
ing up next Dec. 1 for all houses, in- | | over opera No definite am« a 
| stead of being staggered as at pres- hes — on ne assets which include 
} e . . Ic ‘Z a t «} V ~r)< Ss 
Jent. Eight nabes had bands past} FRENCH CASINO NOW | {umishinss. cabaret show costume 
j "T'} c “ l r 4 SS “3 
year. This has been reduced to six | } anc food an iquor, oss, In the 
bincca is ; 9 |} petition states: 
in new contract, but number of men | press: 1 
, The past season has been the 
|in each is increased from 8 to 10. | 
mn ' or }most disastrous your petitioner has 
here is also a guarantee of 35 sical . 
| ks? k tead of 25 t} experienced in over eight years. 
WeEeKS WOI iInstea ( Le as 1 4 4 P »} : -r} ° : 
see 2 ss : abe = 5 leg ih Extensive mechanical changes in-|This condition is characteristic of 
past Scale is $18 to $20 for two | 


the entire night club business at this 


time. However, the next few months 
are ordinarily the best business 
|months of the year. Furthermore, 
}a tremendous increase of the busi- 
iness of night clubs is expected 
| within the next year, in view of the 
coming World’s Fair.’ 

After stating that two of its credi- 
tors, the Pacific Hotel Supply Co., 
| to which it owes $10,000, and the 
|; Nathan Schweitzer Corp., creditor 


| for $7,000, joined in the recommen- 

| dation that the petition be allowed, 

Moss takes a slam at of the 
other creditors 

‘A few creditors have taken this 

| inopportune time to attempt to force 


j some 


the collection of moneys due them 
in preference to other creditors. 
These certain creditors, knowing 
that the New Year's Eve business 


conducted by your petitioner is the 
most extensive business of the year, 
and, apparently desiring to procure 
a preference over the other credit- 
ors, have instituted actions for the 
recovery of money owed them. At 


Flee 








Los Angeles, Dec. 28. 
Lew Rella, member of an iron-jaw 
act at the downtown Orpheum the- 
atre, was held for trial in municipal 
court on a charge of assault growing 





Pasadena’s Vaudfilm 


Hollywood, Dec. 28. 





present your petitioner has not the 
cash available to meet all its debts.’ 
The move to file the petition was 


Lease on the 2,220-seat Raymond | voted by the board of directors of 
theatre, Pasadena, was taken over | the restaurant company at a meet- 


























them. Hal Kemp’s orchestra and | York last week. | out of fisticuffs at the stage entrance | by W. M. Reinke. former owner of | ing yesterday morning. 
that of Ted Weems follow, respec- Initial floorshow headed by Johnny | to the theatre. the Tower, Kansas City. | The petition states that there are 
tively. House making efforts to book | Nucomer and Peggy Alexander, | Rella is said to have socked one| House will have combo policy of | 100 shares of par value stock out- 
John Boles for a p.a. Jan. 28, along | dancers; Burbone and Bane, dance | of the Three Swingsters, an act on | pictures and vaude, with stage band | standing. It fixes the value of the ine 
with California Tollegians, but so |duo, and Mickey Feeley, oonienioais. } the same bill. under direction Jan Rubini |furnishings of the night club at | 
far unwilling to meet flicker star's . ; $100,000, which is subject to a mort- : | 
price of $7,500. | gage of $100,000. The cabaret show 
———— | land costumes are worth $20,000, the 
Dayton’s Vaudfilm petition estimates. No value is placed | 
Dayton, Dec. 28. j jon the good will of the corporation, i | 
RKO Colonial returns to vaudfilm but the petition points out that 
New Year's eve after three months | | it has spent over $1,000,000 in adver- 
of straight pix. Policy change an- 7) tising the place over a period of 
F nounced here by Col. Arthur M. | eight years. Among the liabilities 
‘ Frudenfeld, assistant RKO general | mentioned in the petition are $100,- 
manager in southwestern Ohio. 000 in payable accounts; $60,000 in ; 
Initial stage show will be Jack | taxes to the Government and $100,- t 
: Fine’s ‘Playgirls’ unit, to be fol- | 000 to the Iceland Corp., owned and { 
: lowed by Blackstone, magician, and | controlled by officers of the A. and ; 
; Nick Boila unit, ‘Can You Take It?’ o ial U. Corp. 
in successive weeks. Nat Moss, the petitioner, is brother i 
Colonial seats 1.800 and will have | 01 Joe Moss, one of the BMO Corp., 
a 30-40c scale. For the opening, | owners of the new International i 
there will be two resserved-seat per- | Casino, on Proadway, which has 
. formances at 85-cent top. | ry been blamed for almost every N. Y. t 
: Bookings are being handled by A. | | nite club ill of late. The French i 
% Warren Jones, of the Chicago RKO nNn1iversary Nu t iber |Casino’s foldup is ascribed to the H 
office. | new International’s heavy inroads, a 
— that spot having since gone over to 
Cleve. Pal’s Lineup | B.lly Rose as the Casa Manana. 


Cleveland, Dec. 28. 
Palace here is going after comedy 
teams and name bands this season, | 
but they will be handled in a dif- 


Along witi. the Hollywood, the 
| Paradise has also suffered, and also 
| blamed oi. the International. Latter 
spot hus been trying guest-stars as a 


OF 














ferent manner. Nat Holt. division | means to hypo trade. Cotton Club 
manager, planning to build musical | | alone, with its Aframerican policy, 
revues around them instead of de-| | has becn able to withstand the heavy 
: pending only upon band reps. | res competisn. 
: Four-headline combo booked for | oo eS oe f 
: New Year's eve week includes Har- | M ° vy 
riet Hoctor, York and King, Jane | Owens, Seattie Nitery f 
Pickens and Diamond Bros. Listed | | e } 
for Jan. 7 are Three Stooges, Monte | ‘ wner Hurt In Crash 
Blue, Mary Dees, Carl Freed and | 4 . 
Boy Foy. | wee t 
Phil Spitalny’s all-girl orchestra | Seattle, Dec. 28. ‘| 
and revue also on for Jan. 14, fol- | Os.ia Owens, owner of ‘The ti) 
lowed by Ethel Waters, Jan. 21: ‘Red’ | Ranch,’ leading highway theatre-cafe { 
. Skelton, Jan. 28. Dave Apollon, O of the northwest, was seriously ine : 
3 Eddie Duchin, Benny Yoodman. u ex eP |jured in auto accident last week. 
Wayne King and Ritz Bros. set for | Driving toward Seattle he collided 
February and early March, while with a northbound car. He sustained 
Ken Murray and Oswald are defi- | , a smashed left leg and arm and gene 
nitely skedded for Feb. 11. eral shakeup, with his condition still } 
5 | critical and blood transfusions f 
. n | necessary. f 
Alls, Betty Lewis Set el uary | Lying unconscious in his ear, 
- ° e looter stole robe, gun and other 
New Cleve. Radio Bill | items but overlooked $1,800 diamond 
Cleveland, Dec. 28. | ring 
Roscoe Ails and Betty Lewis, now eens 
at Avalon nitery, are slated to try y 
out new type of musical comedy pro- BELLE BAKER ON B’WAY 
ductions over WTAM., Jan. 17. EJ Belle Baker opened an indefinite 
Ailes is working out 0 series of one run at the Paradise Restaurant, 
grams, including skits and music. | |N. Y. last night (Tues). 
7 with cast of six. Program is based 


She followed Rudy Vallee, whe 
terminated a three week stay Dee, 
| 23 to play a stanza at the State. 


on his 20 years in show biz. Sponsor 
nearly lined up, | 
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Burlesque Union Wins Control Fight 


From Actors’ Group by 4A’s Verdict 


Jurisdiction ef burlesque in N. Y. 
has been given back to the Bur- 
lesque Artists Assn. by the Associ- 
ated Actors and Artistes of America. 
Edict to that effect was issued Mon- 
day (27) the Four A’s board. 

BAA had petitioned the board fo 


by 


return of the jurisdiction, tempo- 
raril held the American Fed- 
eration of Actors (vaude-nitery per- 
form union) since burlesque wa 
outlawed last July by N. Y. License 
Commissioner Paul Moss, In its rul- 
ing, tl Four A’s board took the 

nd that the current presentation 
in N. Y. houses are actually bur- 
lesque, sardless of what name they 
assume. 

At the same time it issued its 
award of the N. Y. jurisdiction to 
BAA, the board refused the appeal 
of the AFA for a rehearing of the 
BAA charges against AFA for al- 
leged jurisdictional invasion on the 
road. As a result of those ‘charges, 
AFA was ordered two weeks ago to 

‘ase such organizing, turn over all 
money collected therefrom and to 
await suitable penalty. AFA was 
given 10 days to obey, with a sup- 


pleme.Q{al extension in case it for- 
mally notified the board of its in- 
tention of complying. 

Harry Calkins, acting for the AFA, 
has not yet done so, but is reported 
to have indicated verbally 


that the | 


organization intends to obey the rule. | 


He asked delay, until the 
return of Ralph 
executive secretary, 
Coast. 

Hearing on AFA’s petition to 
given jurisdiction over all burlesque 
as well as over all performers in 
night clubs and vaude is set for 
hearing by the Four A’s board next 
week. AFA already has jurisdiction 
ever principals in niteries and 


however, 
Whitehead, 


Jan. 4 from the 


be | 


AFA | 


nitery or 
AFA had 
under way, AFA 
claims. Within the last few weeks 
Chorus Equity has announced plans 
for an organizational campaign. 

Indic: that the Four 
board will turn down the AFA bid 
x the burlesque and chorus Juris- 
on the AFA m 
unknown 
to 
the idea of 


organize the 
field until 


effort to 
ide chorus 
the work well 


real 
Val 


ations are 


that case is 
iderstood be com- 
Coast ith 
lemanding a showdown 
What may complicate the situation 
the inflt ence Whitel is report- 
have with William A. Green 
and the American Federation 
Labor executive committee 
lieved Whitehead’s connection 
much stronger than that 
Four A’s heads he opposes. 
other AFA weapon said 
Whit ehead’s close friendship 
eph N. Weber, American Fed- 
ation of Musicians prez and the 
nowledged dean of performer 
chiefs 
Center of 
AFA-Four 
cent letter 


w 


read 
ed to 
ol 
Be- 
there 
of the 

An- 
to be 
with 


iS 


1S 


ot 
inion 
much 
A’s relations is 
from Weber to 
of traveling bands, instructing 
all singers and specialty acts 
union bands must belong to 
AFA. No mention was made of 
American Federation of Radio 
tists, which has jurisdiction over all 
radio performers. Weber has since 
explained that the letter referred 
only to engagements in niteries and 
vaude and that there was no inten- 
tion of reflecting on AFRA’s radio 


in 
the re- 
leaders 
that 
with 

the 


speculation 


Ar- 


| jurisdiction. 


vaude, but claims it needs the juris- | 


diction over chorus members to con- 
trol the fields adequately. Such 
jurisdiction 
Equity, a 
Equity Assn. 
Poor Organization Charged 
According to AFA’s petition to the 
Four A’s board, neither the BAA 


subsidiary of Actors’ 


ganized its field. Particularly in the 
case of Chorus Equity, it made no 
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is now held by Chorus | 


| Holt, 


|AFM president’s 
| leaders. 


Whitehead’s Reply 

However, a few days after the 
Weber notice, NBC Artists Service 
officials received a letter from 
Whitehead, referring to the Weber 
statement and designating AFA as 
representing performers. AFA heads 
later stated that both letters re- 
ferred only to vaude and nitery, the 
Whitehead one signifying that AFA 


means to surpervise agency book- 
ines of cafe and vaude acts. 
Matter of the two letters was 


placed in the record by Mrs. Emily 
AFRA executive-secretary, at 


last week’s Four A’s meeting. She 


| made no charges but explained she 
nor Chorus Equity has properly or-| 


situation. 
denies any 


sought only to clarify the 
In that connection, AFA 
intention of invading the jurisdic- 
tion of any other Four A’s member 
Officials are indignant, however, 
over what they term the ganging-up 
by the other member unions at the 
expense of AFA. 

Understood Mrs. Holt intends to 
confer with Weber, probably this 
week, in an attempt to clear up any 
possible misunderstanding about the 
letter to the band- 
Since> she and Weber are 
friends of long standing and co- 
operated during the years she was 
an associate counsel of Equity, ses- 
sion is expected to be a routine mat- 
2r. Thought likely a working agree- 
ment between AFRA and the AFM 
may be established any time it is 


;} deemed advisable. 
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New Acts ‘t Revi 
ne eCVvVIeCWS 
CYRIL SMITH ears ee 
Singing, Comedy 
1 Mins. clothed, also peels off a number 9 
nian oe, @. Hollywood Hotel Revue §°' ppg oy t 
Cyril Smith was brought over (MAJESTIC, BROOKLYN) In deucer, Warner and Leigh, 
from England last May by Rudy H ' |} mixed kid couple, reel off three pops 
Vallee, with whose band he still As caught, Harry Howards new | ¢rom current musical comedies | 
: , ate 3 aie | ‘an’t miss anywhere. Where and | ~ : es in 
works. both on the air and on per-| Unit can Willie dE stellar fashion. Suiamoned back fo; 
sonals. A very worthwhile acqui- | What it will do minus Mos an an encore, they sing ‘Rose Marie. 
sition for Vallee, the British import | ene How ard and Helen Morgan, anion | avid have to beg off. 
is likely to remain with him for | sented here in revue form, rr ee Rogers’ reception, prior to introing 
sometime. | body's guess. Show is so built that} each act, is decidedly chilly, due 
Te anort and whistle for which | the deletion of two name turns would | strictly to his stale gags and unor- 
| Smith is perhaps most famous, goes | not be missed. penne ot 1 peel | thodox way of presenting artists. On 
| with his ‘Funny Old Man’ number | see it through a strong holiday week. | several occasions, when caught, he 
|done at the engagement here. He} Plenty of production went into} had to be cued from behind the cur- 
tops this specialty with an impres- | Howard’s latest. Costuming a lajtain on proper tags Breaking the 
| sion. exceedingly clever, of two very | Ziegfeld, beauts and undraping, com-| ice for him in the way of applau 
wed Engl labore He calls} edy, novelties, dancing and a gene occurred during his lo stint of 
the latter How Fight Begin injally good troupe go to make this a|tumbles and chatter before the cu 
| Saloon: xooed all around bet tain dropped 
| <A big hit here hen caught. Cha? Giant switchboard drop, with Line here makes another appear- 
chorus working the cords, opens y vearing it wing organ ly 
|1UNCLE JACK AND GANG (7) how. Footwork and setting-up rou- | GTEeSses Very effective precision 
| Juve Singing and Dancing ines follow speedy preem_ before maneuvers, with setting und light 
| 12 Mins.; One William Quinn, nonchalant tapper,|'"5 CT© lit > _Warnet and Leigh 
Hippodrome, Baltimore itrips his way Billed as Europe's —— speree for a chorus of “spring- 
Uncle Jack (Don Hix) has been! wonder girl, Mariora, balancer and | -_ oe meoners aes 
conducting juve radio programs juggler, lives up to the label. Trick | diye ste WINS, 3 couple of Bals, 
since the advent of radio and has hox opening mile-a-minute de- | Specialize in impersonations of radio 
aE a dsee ine tatant? i>." 5» and film stars and hillbillyisms, to 
turned out hn th W standing cs | livery and expertness with assorted | pacister. : 
ies rit re yy a weekly lioees ‘ en ogg “S 
en ag Sen ry tt oy WBAL ype A | gimmicks put het over with a bang. | Only line member to draw a solo 
daily column in the News-Post. Cur- | First of the Howards skits, the In- | assignment, Lois Dunn, a curvacious 
lrent act presents a selection of some | terview, with Estelle Jayne, while softshoe hoofer, rates plaudits. 
lof his outst anding talent and is in- | familiar, never fails to get’ its quota | Film features are ‘Super Sleuth’ 
cluded in the regular weekly vaude of laughs. Pair do not get really (RKO) and ‘Hats Orn” (GN). Open- 
lineup | warmed up until later when Willie | ing show Christmas Day was main 
Introducing each number Hix | does his ‘Comes the Revolution.’| floor and mezzanine capacity. Guss 
| brings on Don and Patsy, okay juve | Latter is equally as ager but also | 
ladagio duo, rather novel and quite; ets its share of the plaudits. 
appealing; Pinkie Kelrick, mammy Between the latter two comic bits. | TALK OF THE TOWN 
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singer; 
toe tapper; 
very 

dance, 
year-old 
routine. 


Nacci, 
Marguerite 
finished and 
and Joan 
tapper, 


kid 
in a 
and 
seven- 


Stairs 


sockeroo 
Melvin, 
assured song 
Buckman, 
in a strong 


Frances 


Anyone of juves can stand on own 


n 


room routines, 
dancing that seems popular 


lient asset—salesmanship. 
pearing lad, he wangs out a swingy 
opening medley, 
the ‘St. Louis Blues’ 
style made famous by Brother Larry, 


quality and range, 


ha 
is 


an 


bers which 


stronger company. Good 


stage 


presence and a professional assur- 
ance indicate more ambitious possi- 
bilities, Burm, 
BARON "D BLAIR 

Dancing 

10 Mins. 

State, >". Y. 

Bailroom team is of the surefire 
calibre, a combination equally suit- 
able for class hotel, nitery floors or 
vaudeville. Combination is not new, 


having played hotels and other spots 


in the nitery field but has not been 
caught previously for the New Act 
files. 

Baron and Blair offer two ball- 


topped by a satire on 





in some 
collegiate circles. Last-mentioned 
very clever and a strong closer for 
the two numbers up ahead, one 
modern, the other a rhythmic swing. 
Team makes a very nice appear- 
ance, though the man seems at times 
to be a little stiff. Char. 
JERRY ADLER 
Harmonica 
9 Mins.; One 
Hippodrome, Baltimore 
Jerry Adler is emulating his more 
famous brother, Larry, in repertoire, 
mannerisms and dress, but while 
possessing a fairish talent for the 
harmonica, lacks Larry’s most sa- 


Nice ap- 


Ravel's Bolero and 
exactly in the 


but, as caught here, rather flatly 
sold. 

Has the equipment, but needs 
showmanship and an originality of 
number selection and rendition to 
give him any kind of professional 
stature Burm. 
BEVERLY KIRK 
Singing 
6 Mins. 

State, N. Y. 
Possessing a soprano voice of good 


Beverly Kirk also 
s the personality to go with it. She 
making her debut on Broadway 
d it looks as if she'll go places. 

Miss ““irk leans to novelty num- 
suit her soprano. Open- 


ing with one built around an Italian 
phrase, she also does a special which 


reveals the range of her voice and 
signally suits her style of work. 
Char, 


sp 


| week at the Earle theatre, 
phia, 


lo 


bu 


Pues 


hree 


SYLVIA. FROOS TO PHILLY 


Sylvia Froos exits 
ot on station WOR, 


her sustaining 
N. Y., for one 
Philadel- 
Dec. 31. 
wing week 
Henry Frankel 
Ireau set 


of WOR §$artist 


Hirst Circuit 


Woes of January 2 
hs lentows Mino 


“Bozo ivder L.vric 
‘bare Facts 
lizzy me 
‘Rally hoo Troe Pha 
Whirl ’ (yi ~ (ya 
‘run Parade Gavety Ral re 
‘Merry-Go-Round’ — 
‘Smart Set tiave 
‘Vanity Fair’—Garriecl St Louis 
‘Shanghai Beauties’ Rialto, 
‘Legs and Laughter’ 
‘Ric Revue’ to Clevelans 
‘Iazz Uabhie Casino, 
‘Moonlight Maids’ (iavet 
Nighi Owls* Empir 
‘Merry-Go - Round’ 
days 


ty Cineinna 


Capitol To hu, 





‘of Willie during comic-serious oper- 


| tiowards won't be in it long. 


Returns to station fol- | 


| Sean 


|} Outstanding 


Silver Staircase, production numbe 


with eight girls: Robert Berry, sing- | 
ing; Clark and Eaton, adagioists, and | 


the line come in initial fashion 


and exposed flesh. 
Miss Morgan’s still sobbing voice is | 


as 


heard in her ‘My Bill.’ ‘Why Was I 
Born?’ and a pop. Customary silane! 
perch and lighting easily enhance | 


nersonality. Another of her good | 
contribufions . 

M. C. Marty May does little in the} 
first half of the show, working more 
of his act with stooges Tyler George 
and Finn Deeringe heckling from 
boxes. Works in fast one preceding | 
Living Curtain, production turn with 
Berry again in singing role. May 
gets a little off color at times but his | 
stuff seems to go with the family | 
audience. 

Well drilled liners do a semi-lighted | 
ballet with gold balls. Difference 
lies in gyrations worked out by Boots 
MacKenna, terp stager and conceiver. 
Living Fountain, nudity tableau, and 
complete line are worked in. World’s 
Fairest on Parade follows, wherein 
eight showgirls, represent ng > ffer- | 
ent nations, parade among flags. Cos- 
tuming makes oldish numbers “inter- 
esting. 

Howard goes into the book a: sain | 
for his French Lesson, which is sand- | § 
wiched between the last two dressed | 
routines. Howard also gets slightly 








naughty, but gets over oke here. 
May a.ain appears to gag and 
fiddle. Goes slightly overboard in 


his diva takeoff. He introduces Helen 
Honan, impersonator, whose reper- 
toire goes from vocal to facial and 
physical, all good. Her pipes and 
hoofery are also worth mention. 

Singer May McKim and three male 
voices really knock it off in a Span- 
ish setup. Cake getter, ‘Bei Mir Dist 
Du Schoen.’ chorused three times. 
Maria Del Carmen, castanet dancer, 
also on for a wild dance which goes 
even wilder via line. 

Finale fies the Howards topping 
the entire situation. In nitery set 
May, Miss McKim and buddies, Miss 
Honan doing a Mae West (with radio 
innuendoes). Miss Morgan and Wil- 


lie Howard shine. Topper is the now | 
historical ‘Rigole stto’ of Howards with | 
two hefty gals. Peeping and piping | 





atic renditions of his associates just 
about wins the house. 

Current nut is $14,000 weekly. Miss | 
Morgan gets $1,500, Howards get 
$3,500 and are working through Cur- 


tis & Allen, also interested in unit. 
Heavy newspaper space. a p.a. and 
pit band upped nut. Show built 


to sell for $5,500. 

Settings. Clark Robinson: 
Madame Bertha; lyrics, 
music, Mack Davis. All 
worthy show—but what 


costumes, 
Milt Francis; | 
good and a 
a pity the 
Hurl. 


Hollywood Scandals 


(ROXY, SALT LAKE CITY) 
Salt Lake C ity Dec. 26. 
layoff of flash acts for six 
during which house operated | 
double bill policy, ‘Hollywood | 
dals’ has come ugh ith a 
highly entertaining unit in parts 
difficulty is poor pace. 
spots Bill Floor and his 
medley of Xmas ditties, 
towards stage | 


rear of 
decorated in the Yuletide 


After a 
days, 
ona 


thro W 


Lid lifter 
band ina 
bandstand 
colorfully 


motif. Religious songs band handled | 
as a glee club and okay, but comic | 
jrendition of ‘Jingle Bells’ is standout. | 

Roy Rogers, unit's m.c., gags into | 
}a mike until a line of seven femmes | 
appears. For most part, nifty look- | 
ers and nicely gammed, they go! 
through precision and general pro- 
duction stuff 

silled as ‘Leg-o-Maniacs.’ Wooisey | 


and Claire uncork a routine of slow | 
motion 


terping, ending in a torrid | 
levee gamology, to the tune of ‘St. | 
Louis Blues.” Mixed team, stylishly 


| baby 


(WELLER, ZANESVILLE, O.) 
Zanesville, O Dec. 26 

Jack Fine’s current stage unit is 
an amusing, varied and lively bill, 
wisely assembled and dolled up. 
Unit gets over big, house playing to 
about the best business of the cur- 
rent season. 

Clever dancing. diversity of com- 
edy, singing, novelty and music helps 
| fill the bill amply. 

This newest edition, which runs 
60 minutes, with a chorus of 20 beau- 
ties, is racy, with not a dull mo- 
ment. 


Company includes Troy and Lynne, 


loose-limbed ( ‘anc ers. The Big 
Apple and Shag, gracefully done by 
the Tomboys, Sylvia and Clemmence, 
as a couple of lugubrious bellhops, 
are hilariously funny. Jerry Coe has 
an able six-piece outfit which han- 
dles the musrcal score in tiptop fash- 


ion. He presents the bandsmen in 
Latin-American style, garbing them 
in picturesque Mexican regalia, with 
a harmonizing stage setting to back 
them up. Dorothy Martin, in the 
Dorothy Martin adagio foursome, 
iwith her three male members, gets 


top applause. Others on the bill who 
perform creditably are Marcella 
Sharr. pops singer: Terry Howard 
and Jack Talley, in a comedy num- 
ber, which sees Miss Howard as a 
talking wonder kiddie, a sock: 
Hal Mone, baritone, handsome lead. 
Screen offers ‘Love on the Air.’ 
Mack. 





ST. LOUIS BURLEY REOPENS 

St. Louis, Dec. 28. 
After being shuttered since 
Thanksgiving night, due to the busi- 
ness recession, the Garrick theatre, 
town’s only burlesk house, was 
opened Xmas eve by Bill Pickens. 
Opening attraction, ‘Knees-Teas@ 
and Shes,’ drew an almost capacity. 


re- 





Waterbury Burley Folds 
Dec. 28. 
couldn't sure 


Waterbury, 

Burley at Jacques 

vive reformers’ campaign, and Cone 

necticut’s only palais d’undress has 
therefore folded. 
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Christmas Card Agents 


Large profits easily earned selling 

new 21 Polder Assortment Sells or 
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) Sonja Henie’s Ice Show in Chi May 
Gross $175,000, but Disappoints ‘ : 
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Chicago, Dec. 28. 

Some 14.000 people jammed _ into 
ever) available seat of the Chicago 
Stadium for Sunday (26) night's per- 
formance of the Hollywood Ice Re- 
vue, starring Sonja Henie, and the 
show Was an eight-day sellout from 
the start. Miss Henie’s staff includes 


a number _ of Hollywood people. 
topped by Harry Losee, stager and 
director of the production. Yet, de- 
spite all this, the show is not satis- 


fying the Chicagoans, many of whom 
openly voiced disappointment. 


Basically, the captiousness arises 
from the fact there was no ice Car- 
nival. Show consisted of a chorus, 


Miss Henie and a vi udeville act, Jay 
and Lou Seiler. li’s all very well, 
say the Chicagoans, to list and pro- 
claim that Miss Hen e's coiffures were 
executed ‘by Miss Fay Hamelin, 20th 
Century-Fox Studios, Holly wood, 
California.’ but. despite the coiffures 
by Miss Hamelin, the ice show's the 
main idea. 

Miss Henie has no one else in the 
entire show 10 five her any compe- 
tition. The ensemble does a follow- 
the-leader number, or it’s Miss Henie 
in a specialty. Early in the per- 
formance there was a little challenge 
routine by a meek little trio, but 
after that it becomes a simple rota- 
tion of the chorus and Miss Henie, 
the star, in a remarkable succession 
of costume changes. 

The Seilers don't skate. 
a standard vaudeville act, 
here on an improvised stage plat- 
form hastily Jaid down on the ice. 
They clicked big, on contrast alone. 
Working on a platform that kept 
coming apart, they 


They are 
working 


nevertheless 
ruined this mob with their excellent 
eccentric dancing, and Jater came 
back to smash througfh (and when 
14,000 people are, smashed simultane- 


ously, there’s plenty of applause) 
with their noveliy work on _ half- 
hoops as skis. They turn in a re- 


markable job, considering the haz- 
ards. Platform kept breaking up and 
sliding apart, with the result that 
Jay Seiler fell and got himself a neat 
sliced eye. He was back later, how- 
ever, with his optic plastered. 

There are 24 girls and 30 men in 
the chorus, and when they all held 
each other and snaked around the 
rink they stood up all right and with 


dignity, but when the lines were 
broken and weaving there were 


prattfalls aplenty. 

But Miss Henie, the one person 
who brought them in. was the only 
one who delivered entertainment on 
skates. She works hard and earnest- 
ly, doing seven numbers in a short 
show that barely an hour in 
actual running time. She makes a 
great appearance on the ice (thanks 
to ‘costumes created by Royer, 20th 
Century-Fox Studios, Hollywood. 
Calif.” and ‘costumes executed by 
Arthur Levy, 20‘:h Century-Fox Stu- 
dios, Hollywood, California’), and 
was taken to the hearts of the audi- 
ence. Especially the kids, who were 
present in large numbers. 


lasis 


Her series of Norwegian folk 
dances, the Prince Igor ice ballet 
number, the Strauss waltz number, 


*Liebestraum’ solo, a flag-waving se- 
quence and finale with the compony 
in a ‘Babes in Toyland’ production 
number, the only really colorful se- 
quence on the show. all register. For 
some reason the show uses neither 
colored ice nor colored scenic ar- 
rangements. Everything done in a 
dull white that was hardly satisfac- 
torv pictorially. 

Miss Henie stands out far above 
everything. Mavbe that was the 
point. but the Inck of a unified, mov- 
in’ show is felt. 

Indications are that the show wil] 
gross somewhat over $175,000 in its 
eight days here. Gold. 


STRAND, B’KLYN 


Theatre returns to flesh after eight 
years of straight pix, asserted come- 
ons and occasional amateurs. It’s not 
going at it strongly, though. Idea is 
for weekend vaude. 

Strand has no comnpetish since all 
the ot’ er big houses. Fox, Paramount. 
Orpheum and Metropolitan’ are 
vaudeless. 

Unlike most vaude 
abouts, Strand’s, is pretty much a 
quality attempt. Instead of usual 
ham and eggers, house is really try- 
ing with names, good standards and 
a dressy show. Whether or not it 
will stick in present or expanded 
form is hard to say. Response of a 
full house on Sundcy night (26) in- 


revivals here- 


dicated that locals will give it a 
chance to prove itself. 
Presentation style prevails. with | 


Ted King’s crew staged for accomp 


and soloing. Spotting of acts was 
a little off, but it all goes under 
heading of first lesson. Altogether. 


show was good. 
Dance buffooners, the Three Som- 


uels, open after band intro. Har- 
riett Haves. act’s fourth member. 
splits her turn between a solo and 


working with trio. Following work 
of the mixed trio, two boys do slap- 
icky terping. 


In number twe rung, Rosamonde 


= aan 








| warms up house with her expert ac- 


cordion tickling of the Second Hun- 
garian Rhapsody. ‘Me, Myself and 
and ‘Anchors Aweigh’ also get 
over. 


Miss Hayes follows in a solo acro- 
co.itortion that rates her okay 
Standard Hector and his perform- 


ing dogs hold up their ena well in 
fo rth flight. Performing pooches 
have audience sitting on edges of |! 
pews and, while running a trifle lon: 
hits the spot. Major work is ca: 
ried by a trio of th monzrel menace 
Headliner Jane Pickens has to beg 
off after “That Old Feeling,’ ‘When ; 
Gypsy’ and her comic takeoff on a 
diva. Has to encore twice with the 
new craze, ‘Bei Mir Bist Du Schoen 
Novack and Fay cause a mild let- 
down in _ followins the southern 
singer. Leave off the humorous a 
tics for a serious finish of fast flips 
balancing, etc. 
Return of the Samuels and Miss 
Hayes for precision routines pep: 
proceedings again. 
Miss Pickens curtains show with 


‘Adeste Fidelis’ after band gets in a 
solo session of song detectiving. 
‘Girl with Ideas’ (U) and ‘Paid to 
Dance’ (Col) complete setup. 

Hurl 


STANLEY, PITT 
> J . 
Pittsburgh, Dec. 26. 

Inevitable that a new Major Bowe: 
unit would eventually find its way to 
the WB de luxer. Spot has played 
practically all of the bigger ones, and 
still has to come up with red ink in 
the ledger. Even day before Xmas. 


opening was off only slightly, al- 
though ‘Ebb Tide’ (Par) may have | 
snaied a few. 

Current Bowes show. ‘Collegiate | 
Revue,’ can stand up with a lot of 


name layouts, in talent, at any rate. 
Kids have a lot on the ball, and they 
are set up in nice style. Carrying 
out the atmosphere, thev're al] out- 
fitted in varsity attire with a scenic 
background that also goes in for the 
campus motif. Makes a swell flash 
at getaway, fulfilling its promise. 

There’s a 10-piece stage band, half 
femes, augmented by seven musick- 
ers from Dave Broudy’s house crew. 
It’s under direction of Raymond Bar- 
rett, who also doubles as m.c., and 
gets in several good licks of his own 
on the clarinet. Barrett bends over 
backwards just a trifle too much to 
get chummy, but otherwise gets by 
with plenty to spare. 


Acts include Flying Top-Hatters. 


gay-boy roller-skating act, heavy on | 


the thrills; Jackie Fields, who click: 
vith a slick novelty, swinging a paii 
of ordinary tablesnoons; male trio 
from University of Missouri, going to 
town on some college medleys: Udell 
and Day, mixed acrobatic act, all 
right, but out of place in this type 
of show; Carole Stanley, blond looker 
and a torcher, who should go places: 
Bobby and Dotty Edwards. tappers. 
with a sock double stair routine for a 
closer, and Higgins and Davis. two 
boys who double in a series of im- 
personations. Mimics getting tire- 
some, but they stand up moderately 
well. 

For a finish, Barrett brings 
three shag-dancing couples, an- 
nounced as recent winners in inter- 
collegiate contest. Kids kick up 
plenty of dust with some torrid big- 
appling that’s good for beaucoup re- 
turns. As an extra attraction, yvoung- 
ster. Julius Gubenko, who anneared 
on Bowes program in N. Y. only 
night before, is sent on for opening 
and kid just about steals the show 
with his crack stint on the xylo- 
phone. Literally had to beg off. 


on 


when caught. or rather the m.c. had | 


to do it for him, since the half-pint 
was too nervous to make the speech 
that would have taken him off. 
Show with a collece tag is a natu- 
ral for some Taring tricks, and 
Bowes hasn't missed out on them. 
He has a glee club here, ond they’re 
on for a counle of numbers, with 
megaphones that light un and dance 
across the stage during the harmon- 
izing. Not as effective as it might be 
however. possibly because it hasn't 
been worked on enough, unit being 
onlv few weeks old. 
All in all. layout 


ond elimination of the drv. dull aues- 


tion and answey4s between everv 
nerformer and the m.c. is helnful. 
Cohen. 


Talent’s improvin”, too. 


ORIENTAL, CHI 


Chicago, Dec. 26. 


Session’s bill is mediocre. Kirby 


}and Duvall go back into the books | 


for their comedy cross-fire but 
sold well enough. Dolly Arden has 
a dance solo, being presented as the 
topper of a nifty production number. 
Morin Sisters are jin the deuce spoi, 
singing trio of numbers well. 

Jimmy Hadreas’ dancing, ranging 


from Russian to Irish, gets over. 
Twelve Big Applers. Marcy Bros 
and Beatr:ce, acro dancers, fill b:!! 


Picture is ‘Submarine D I’ (WB) 


Business was as good as could be ex- | 


pected at last 


Christmas eve. 


Gold. 


show 


is considerebly | 
beter than the usual Powes ouality, | 


it’s | 


45 





ROXY, N. Y. 


| 


but vieing closely with him are 


|} Baron and Blair. Mirth-Mack dance 


Setup on the stage this week is as 
studded with novelties as Senta 
Claus’ bag. It qualifies nicely on all 

entertainment, booking, and 
clin: 

High .ght the first appearance of 
Powers’ Elephants in America in ; 
cecade. Quartet of pachyderms put 
on a fast. finished act. Usual obe- 
dience and fcrmation stunts are run 
off end tu vets lts top rating from | 
the fancy -vorn of, especially, the b:! 
pull, hich does a barber-shop shav- 
In routine on one of |} brother 
and closes the act with a wow imi- 
t.tien of a tango dancer Another 
neak po:nt has another elenhant do- 
ing a faulty-tooting drunk dance. 

Ravn ilpbert score with h 
standard hoops, jugg and spin- 
ning in the tre. Will ch ‘ 
could well nd mode I an 
strenethenin: 

Billy Wells and the Fx F\ one 
of the oldest novelty-flas] act 
around, know the bene of cor 
ctantly inserting tres} routine 
Wells very effective with |} com- 
ecy-acro Gancing, and the Fays bac! 
him up strongly. 

Nick Lucas next-to-shuts. and the 
vet of vears of ‘troubadour’ troup- 
ing has them nibbling out of his palm 


for the first guitar plunk and lift of 
He might sing a bit 
leisurely, since he impresses as hel- 
ter-skeltering through his four piec 

|For a windup, he has precisely the 
doctor’s prescribtion for the audience 

Bei Mir Bist Du Schoen,’ picked 

ip the mob so completely at show 
caught, that the whole house was 
jOlning in the choruses. 

Gae Foster line (24) is only doin: 
two routines this stanza, one les: 
than usual. Tough finale has them 
walking around on the big globe: 
again, as always with this stock rou- 
tine (albeit one of the most com- 
pelling) from the Foster file. it’s 
overlong. Peak point of effectivenes 
is passed a minute or so before the 
end. 

Opening the show, tbe Fosterpers 
| prance off a nice candy-cane radium- 
lit routine against the backdrop of 
the Christmas tree. 

Screen has ‘You’re a Swecthea 
(U), reviewed in Variety Dec. 
On opening (Friday) night, biz wa: 
scant. Bert. 


la ‘note 


rt 
15 





HIPP, BALTO 


: Baltimore, Dec. 26. 
Brisk pacing of seven acts, with 
| Red Skelton, m.c., and inclusion of 
some standard acts help matters con- 
siderably. Skelton does a Herculean 
job of gagging, clowning and hoke. 

Skelton brings on Uncle Jack and 
his group of juve performers (New 
Acts), selected from his weekly Hipp 
stage broadcast, and they go over 
nicely. Jerry. Adler (New Acts), 
brother of Larry, follows with a rep- 
| lica of frere‘s harmonica stuff. Some 
phoney magi stuff, good for laughs, 
brings Skelton back to intro Yvette 
Rugel, who gets over with excellent 
voice. She does arrangements 
‘Black Eyes,’ medley of ‘My Man’ 
tvne and ‘Swanee River.’ Has to beg 
off. 

Dick, Don and Dinah follow with 
knockabout hoofery and comedy 
acrobatics, very strong and hard to 
follow by Skelton, who does some 
stair walking impressions. He sets 
pDlenty of laughs, nevertheless. Serge 
Flash hits it off okay, as do the Cabin 
Kids, with harmony spirituals and 
chatter. 

Skelton back again with his fun- 
niest bit. gal getting up in the a.m. 
and dressing. Lai Foons, Chinese 
contortion and juggling flash, a solid 
stendard and a swell chaser here. 





c 
Ol 





Film is ‘Hitting a New High’ 
| (RKO). Burm. 
STATE, N. Y. 
Unable to double from the Para- 


|dise (nitery), Rudy Vallee closed 
there Wednesday night (22), opening 
here the following day for Christ- 
mas week. House has dated ‘The Aw- 
ful Truth’ (Col) with him, which 
should insure strong box office. 
The 16-piece orchestra, tastefully 
set on stage, with Vallee in 
offers a class show, but men in the 
band are less featured than in many 
contemporary outfits. Two big band 
numbers are in the opener, ‘Vieni, 
Vieni,’ which Vallee introduced here 
more than a year ago, and ‘All 
| Points West,’ Rodgers-Hart composi- 


4° ] 
balile, 








ltion, also not new with Vallee. Lat 

iter closes the stage portion efiec- 

|tively, Vallee doing the train an- 

|nouncer very cleverly. A scrim i 

;employed for the ‘All Points’ num- 

| ber, leaving the musicians in tne 
vackground., 

Vallee also features the ‘Mad Dog 
and Englishmen’ number in tropical 
lat and with a monocie, one of his 

i best novelties. It includes a counle 

lof stories, both of which land 
strongly 

Talent carried by the Vallee aggre- 
| ration nelude Mirth and Mack 
| (Nedoff and Mack), smart tapsters: 
ron and Blair, dance team, who 
has played hotels and night clubs; 

Cyril Smith, brought over from 
England by Vallee last spring, and 
1e soprano, Beverly Kirk (New 
Acts). Though not very new, Baron 

id B and Smith are also record- 
ed for the New Act files of Variety. 
| Sm t! ne 


with the snort-whistle th 
| which is pretty well known by now 
s a big hit with the Vallee band 


more | 


combination also does impressions, 
most of which are good, a poor one 
being of Arliss. Miss Kirk combine: 








SCALA, BERLIN 


(BERLIN) 
Berlin, Dec. 26 
After two months of pecking them 


a lot of personality with voice. This }in with the Picadiliy revue, this 
s her first appearance on Broadway.| house ° reveried to straight vaude 
Char. land the management |} taken a Jot 
aes of pains to fix up a shoy h het 
EMBASSY N Y enoush pull to lure the « ds a 
’ . ° | trom their Xmas shepping 
Aside from Paramount’s moving 3i]1 starts out with Adriona end 
scenes from Sino-Japanese front and| Charly, the latter putting across 
Metro's ‘News of Day’ resume of 1937 me nifty tramvoline stunts | 
nighlights, topics provided by news-| snappy comics that get the aude 
ireels this week, are as light and}! warmed up risht at the tokeoff. Most 
frothy as the holiday spirit. Camera- | of his somersaults Jand him defily in 
men and commentators most ofien! the palm of | femme or on her 
stress the comical side of news) shoulders. His final trump. the double 
events; i.e., treatment of Kan City | bockward merspult and the 
cops skirmishing with femme pick-| pirouette, finish bring generous 
eis. Efforts to stress the Cnristma macking. 
. area tac | Ac ' r) 
pists Ort staged and about as inane Heinrich Stengel adds a loy 
Sk rmiishes between civilfans and lice of show a nip o etisterver 
Jap troops guarding i, plu with his comedy. The two Mangin 
narechning guards and rols from | @° tro} rm stuff in slow 1 oly 
foreign natio n International Set- | Guy, flat or Un floor, picks un the 
‘lement, provide velvy material fo! | other and holdings only one of hi: 
Paramount. SkilMully photographed hands keeps him horizontally fixed 
and edited. with an eve to! vent n the ozone, at the same time pivot 
udience resentme) Pp; ‘ ine himself to his feet and lands his 
nave built their story on dent pal onto a pedestal. It’s a pip. 
as ‘preceding Panay sinkin B Lotte Werkmeister, Berlin’s hard- 
ing of Nanking suburbs, refugees | boiled mamma, has gone kittenich 
flight and ‘Panay’ afloat in river| It doesn’t suit her. but she’s big 
!'round eut footage. | marquee here and her indigo chirps 
‘N. of D.’ News Parade of 1937]! continue to bring home the bacon. 
handles many highlights previously | Quintilla. tight rc 9 follows with- 
treated by Paramount in its resume} out anything staritsne to offer: even 
of year. Metro’s newsreel lists Rock- | her close in a split was not done with 
efeller’s death and Pope Pius’ re- }any too much conviction. In the next 
markable recovery among these.| niche is 15-vear-old Tommy Dole. 
With added significance of events in | who with a xylophone solo, some tap 
Orient, reel concludes with more] and acros, pleases, mostly because of 
|}emphasis on warfare in China and | : 


| Spain 








of World 
210n COn- 
N. Y. 


Superb coverage 


Finishes with parade 

War veterans (Amcrican Le 

vention) on Fifth avenue, 
Universal supplies 


| 
| 


| 


of Lincoln tunnel (under Hudson) 
opening, with camera on first car 
through one and one-half mile engi- 
neering marvel Alcatraz prison | 
break is methodically treated bs 
Paramount, with admonition fo) 


public to ‘look for these men.’ 
Audience actually laughs at ener- 


getic antics of gendarmes and girl: 


| 
| 


his youth. 


Frediani troupe closes the first half 
with rapid fire tumbling and acro- 
| batics. All excellent performers, 


their finish is hot stuff. 
In the first half of the first act, 
Rosello does an applause catcher, a 


headstand done on a moon which is 
|in motion. It’s a breathtaker. 

Then the Fratellini Bros. are on 
with their w. k. foolishness. They 


are very popular here, having played 
the Scala five times already. They 


in strike at Kansas City, icy pave- | “how to much better advantage in 


ment adding to hilarity. 
tone does it well. Premiere of 
Disney’s ‘Snow White,’ in Hollywood, 
is interesting for an ordinarily dull 
subject. (RKO-Pathe). 

Paramount blossoms out with a 
fashion division, showing what co-ed 
might wear on her mid-year vaca- 


tion. Movietone has its usual adept 
femme style contribution. Fatal train 
wreck in Scotland and the Union 
Pacific’s latest streamlined train are 
Par offerings. Same reel gives ade- 


quate handling of French Bluebeard 
case without closeups. 


Sleet storm in Oklahoma, floods in | nears 


southern France and vivid ice plant 
fire in Cleveland are lively items 
from Universal. Same reel does 
slam-bang job of handling rapid ac- 


tion in Madison Square hockey 
game. Pathe gains genuine laughter 
with crazy rocket skater whose in- 
vention backfires. Movietone list 


an Italian duke, George VI, Queen 
Mary and Sonja Henie as names in 


the news. Also, Darryl Zanuck mak- 
ing medal presentations. There also 
are usual greetings from kiddies, new 


inventions, schoolboys in France, a 
new aviation bomber, church con- 
gress, skiing in various lands, open- 
ing of Tropical Park and gold arriv- 
ing in France, among hum-drum sub- 
jects. 

‘March of Time’ (RKO) helps the 
j3-minute show considerably. 

Wear. 


LYRIC, INDPLS. 


Indianapolis, Dec. 26. 
Ethel Waters and her ‘Harlem 
Hollywood Revue’ on. stage and 
‘First Lady’ (WB), pic, are a win- 


| ning combination. 


| 


| closing 


| with a 


All acts work before Eddie Mal- 


lory and visiting orchestra, swing 
band which runs mostly to brass in 
the 16 pieces. Play, ‘King Porter 
Stomp,’ followed by a medley of 
pops in which brass is featured. 
Trombones play “That Old Feeling,’ 
even saxophones do ‘Whispers in 
the Dark,’ trumpets ‘Moon Got in 


My Eyes,’ followed by a vibraphone 
interpretation of ‘Body and Soul,’ 
very good. Finish their spot with 
‘Baby Won’t You Marry Me?’ in 
which orchestra members do dance 
in house dresses. 
Miss Waters works 
the audience with her al] the way 
when she does her chore next to 
Sings ‘Stormy Weather’ for 
introduction, then into a couple 
tunes with blue lyrics, ‘Hold 
Man’ and ‘Give It to ’Em.’ 
new tune written by 
tra member, ‘Weary,’ and _ finishes 
with ‘Miss Otis Regrets,’ swell. 

Miss Waters also ngs familiar 
mgs in which girls present 
‘Dinah,’ ‘Am I Blue?’, ‘Suppertime’ 
and ‘Heat Wave.’ She also 


a pears 


hard 


and has 


Your 
Follows 


orches- 


rey 


| briefly with Big Apples. who dance 


i 


| fects. 


ito ‘I'm Just a Rover,’ with tr 


in ef- 
Applers return to close show 
Sunshine Sammy and Sleepy Wil- 














Fox Movie- | surroundings like the Cirque d’Hiver 
Walt | 


in Paris. When caucsht at a full 
house, there was not exactly a suner- 
fluity of enthusiasm. Either they 
have reneated here too often or the 
vaude atmosphere is not the right 
one for them. 

Stepping into the arena left empty 
by the clowns, is Cilly Feindt on a 
handsome steed. Finishes first num- 
ber in a blackout, the costume, har- 


ness and ankles of the horse, radi- 
umed. A corking effect and brings 


desired results from the visiting gen- 
trv. A quick change and she apn- 
in white sequined riding hab- 
it. Horse also does a Viennese waltz. 
It is Miss Feindt’s farewell 
ance in Europe prior to her 
ican tour. 


ay pc aTe# 
Amer- 


KEITH’S, BOSTON 


Boston, Dee. 26 

Six acts, smarily routined, make 
swell variety show. 

Three Stooges, with their accom- 
plished straight man, Eddie Laugh- 
ton, regular visitors to this town, 
still wham with their nonsensicr] 
hokum, At opening show, trio took 
a flock of bows. Only by bringing 
on the 12 Aristocrats for the final 
act, by a hurried introduction by 
Laughton, did the show finally close, 
The Aristocrats perk the show 
in the trey and close it wth their 
smooth adagio waltz. 

Six DeCardos, flashy acro family, 
thrill with jumps in barre's end 
teeterboard work, to open. Al Per- 
nie, mimic first introduced here in 
a musical three years ago, is still 
okay. His two best bets are Chariie 
McCarthy and Charles Laughton. 

Herman Hyde and Sally Burrill 
entertain with their hokum and 


| gadget-laden musical instrumen‘s. 


Lee Sims and Ilomay Bailey h-n- 
dle the more serious end of the cure 
rent show and click with plersing 
pov and semi-classical numbers. 

This house has one more week of 


; vaude, then reverts to dual films. 
| Keith Memorial, across the street, 
takes over <tage shows, siarting 
Jan. 6. 


| 


of 


On the sereen: 


‘She's Got Fverye 
thing’ (RKO). 


Fox. 


EARLE, PHILLY 


Philadelphia, Dec. 26. 
_ With plenty of terp, chirp and lit- 


tle else, combo makes up in mazda 


| hypo for what it lacks in entertain- 


|} considering day 


| Loving You’ and then go into ‘M 


| 


liams appear in top hats and tails to 
|do a couple of well-received acro- | 
hatic tans. Followed Sovner and | 


| 
| 


Nelson, burnt ®ork comics. 


ome ancient patter which doesn't 
ifvet over. 

3utterbeans and Susie contribute 
more comedy to the show, filling 
eight minutes with patter. Finish 
with a duo dance. 

Biz was fair at last show Christ- 
mas Eve. Kilew. 


Who snow | 





| click. 


| 


ment. 
Once’ 


Pic, 


‘You're Only Young 
(MG). 


3iz oke when caught, 
7 before Xmas. 
Red Norvo orchestra and Mildred 


Bailey top the billing. Norvo'’s 12 
men sit on niftily decorated stage 
end turn our fair enough rhythm, 


Open with ‘You Can’t Stop Me from 
One 


and 


effective 


flow,’ with four pieces of bra 
a clarinet aidin’. Very . 
Followed by unbilled crooner who's 
lust as well 


off no one knows his 
name. 
Miss Bailey does final turn, 


Brought on in neat manner bv thr 
from band harmonizing. Heftv gal 
soes over ote her pleasent, 
heht voice. Doesn't ct: to do tI 
however, until after first tv 

tunes when she goes into neat 

N orchestra join 


Norvo 
(Continued on page 52) 
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Variety Bills 


NEXT WEEK (Jan. 3) 
THIS WEEK (Dec. 27) 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of 
or split week 





whether full 











SC | 


RKO 





ALBANY 
Palace (30-2) 


htl Co 


BOSTON 
Boston (30) 
lI Co 
burr ( 
I ' & A 
: I in 
t ‘ Libuse 
Yacopi TT 
June Havoe 
(25) 


& Detardos 

Al Bernie 

12 Aristocrats 
Herman Hyde 

Sims & Bailey 
Howard Fine & H 
CHICAGO 

Chicago (31) 


Helen Reynolds Co 
Vox & Walters 


Lamberti 
. 


l.ee & Lathr’p Bros 


Benny Fields 





w ALTHAMSTOW 





Cabaret Bills 


NEW YORK CITY 


Barney Gallant's 





PROVIDENCE 


SCHENECTADY 





Havana-Madrid 








AT THE ROXY, N. Y. 


RAY and TRENT 
TIP TAP and TOE 


PILOTED 


By LEDDY & SMITH 


1 Spike Harrison Hickory House 


H’lyw'd Realaurani | 














Amanda Randolph 


Loew 











NEW YORK CITY 


State (30) 
Jim Tuneeford Or« 
EVANSVILLE 
Majestie (30-1) 


Girls & Giggles 
WASHINGTON 





Paramount 


Sande Williams Or« 
Hotel Belmont- 
Ply 


Chateau Moderne 








NEW YVORK CITY 


Paramount (31) 


Waring’s Pennsyly’s | 


AMARILLO 
Paramount (6-7) 


Maj Bowes Int'l Co 


BOSTON 
Metropolitan (31) 
tigoletto Bros 
Kddie Peabody 

Joe & JI Mckenna 


Itie Jack Little Bd 


$’ Andrews Sis 


Hal Menken 


Buffalo (31) 

Nick Lucas 
CHICAGO 6 

Chieago (1) 
Ted Weems 
Sydell & Spottle 
Eddie Garr 
Reddingtong 

Oriental (31) 


Ina Ray Hutton Ra 


Nichols & Roberts 
DETROIT 
Michigan (31) 
Pritchard @ Lora 


Hotel Biltmore 


Lysbeth Hughes 


Hotel Commodore 


lea 


Billy Swanson 
Richard _Himber 


ay 
SPRINGFIELD 
Paramount (31) 











Warner 


_— 


Hotel Lincoin 





BROOKLYN 

Strand (31-2) 
Dick-Don & D 
Chaz Chase 
PHILADELPHIA 

Earle (31) 


Runny Berrigan Or | 


(‘ollins & Peterson 
Sylvia Froos 
Barto & Mann 


Red Norvo Ore 
Mildred Bailey 
Tip-Tap & Toe 
Art Jarrett 


Elaine Dowling Co 


Lowe-Hite & S$ 
POTTSBURGH 
ae, (31) 
& J Preisser 


=~ «© M Blue 


Hotel MecAlpin 


Ww ASHING TON Hotel New Yorker 


Jerry Blaine Ore 


Hotel Park Centra! | 
Hotel Pieeaditly 























London 





Week of December 27 


Canterbury M. H,. 


Ist half (27-29) 
Reading & Grant 
Renaurs 

2 half (30-1) 
Mit Welford 
Michel & Hero 


Dominion 
Bill Cotton Rad 


CAMDEN TOWN 


It « Shine 
4 1 iiths 
ada , ’ 


EAST HAM 
(rranada 
*° Thy 


Youn 1 
Premier 

Avl ‘ cis 

Baby 

doa” A tine 

MXM KSMITH 

Jiulave 

Biiiotis 





Hotel Koosevelt 





LE VTONATONE: 





Hotel Taft 
Geo. Hall Ore 
Dolly Dawn 


Rotel Waldorf- 


Asteria 
=> Reisman Bd 


Paul & €) Hartinan 


> n gtan 

Hotel Wellingten 

Ed Mavyehoff Ore 
Ilotel White 


revel 
Names Noland 
International Casino 
Yascha Bunehuk Or 
are lfosdick Orc 


Calgary Bros 

\ : 

peur Dvereaux 
Maurice & Cranve 
Jacqu ne SMignac 
} wrat' » 


Janets of France 


Jimmy Kelly's 


i ‘> 
\ : ‘ «> 
‘ 4 
‘ ‘ 
\ 3 
I 
lad ‘ 
a 
! v i > 

~ ) 

Suzanne & “ YT. 
‘ x lora 
rvet 

i ) Hrown 

Ihe La Plante 
' an ¢ ae 4 

Danny Hige 3 

feolinm Roehwood 

tra Yarnell 


Vaugh Comfort 


Kit Kat Club 


Ma Rocco Ore 

Proroch Salters 

I trl t 

yorach Rhodes 

bale Visgth o 

Iu in - 

Audrey Thotas 

John Cooper 
Larue 


| Eddie Davis Ore 


tt ado Ore 
it@Ziella VParraga 
Jutie Gillespie 

Ia Conga 


tied. Olsen Ore 


Panehita torre 


lda Salazar 


la Marquise 
Karol Kane 


ran J.a Sal 


} Silvertone 3 


Maria Forbes 


Frank Melatlane 
Dolores togers 
(‘ela Lee 

Constelo Flowerten 


Laure!-in-the-Pines 
(Lukewood, N. J.) 


Jerry Levinson Ore 


le Coq Rouge 


Don Marton Ore 
M array briseall “Or 
x 


(rent Maurice . 


le Mirage 
Harry Horton Ore 


|} Van Smith Ore 
| Diaz & Lawton 
| tiabs 


\ Mac Naughton 
Leon & Fildie’s 


[.ou Martin Ore 
Ssiddie Davis 


I 
jiris Adrian 


Jean Vickers 


James Keegan 


Haines Tate & § 
Nelson's Cats 
Addison Bailey 
Blossom Chan 
‘onnle Joyees 


Tahee 


Little Oid New York 


Toe How ard 

Nddie Leonard 
Sarbary 
Arthur Behin 
sob Millikin 


Chet Dougherty 


Merry-Go-Round 
Al Apollon Ore 


l.e0 Destys 
Detnar & Ivena 


Mirador 


Jolinny Powell Ore 


Jerry baker 


Judy Lane 
Pinky Lee 
Jean Seott 


Lun Pag 
Julia tierrity 


Carroll Sis 


Mon Paris 


Os it (‘alyvet Ore 
(‘lraries Mlurray Orc 


Fitrs Millet 

Al tilasser 

Jolin \dams 
Mori's 

Lou rris Ore 


1 he Ouks 


Al Larnbs re 


Gene Archer 


Lev Watson 


Kelle taker 
Terry Lawlor 
deri Withee 
Watier Long 
Lee Sullivan 
Helen Dell 


till Farrell 
Helen Cagle 
Jack Rose 
Toio Canglosli 
Mario Basini 





Sir prhacen 
ystream-Lined 
jmp & Stu 
neton 4 
Jean lDamiels 
Avon Long 


Queen Mary 


Tae Webh O 
Vivian Hall 
fay Jones 
tna Wyte 
\‘ 


Phil Scott 


Rainbew (Crill 
Eddy Rogers Ore 


Helen Myers 


Glover & LaMae 


Patricia Ryan 


Ralnbew Koom 
Al Donahue Orc 
Kiddie LeBaron 
Duretle Alexander 


Dberothy Fox 


Alec Templeton 
Wurelle Alexander 
Dario & Diane 


Senator Ferd 
lelen Myers 


Glover & LaMae 
Viennese Singers 


Dr Ross 


Reumanian Village 
Charley Swartz 


Ludwig Satz 


Henry Berman 


Leo Fuld 
Henrieh Cross 
Deleris-Resina 
Gypsy Nina 


Russian Art 


Yasha Patsko 


Anna Kouznetzova 


Sinda Voella 


Alex Rolshakoft 


Eli Spivack 


Zachar Martinoff 
Russian Bear 


Cosrya Krumin 


Karlo 


lonya Kalbouss 
Kliena Slavnaia 
Nicholai Grushko 


Julian Altman 
Ivan Korniloft 


Russian Kretchma 


Nicholas Matthey Or 
Michel Michon 


Daria Bierse 


Nadia Sokoloskaya 


Marusia Sava 


Simeon Karavaeft 


Micha 


Stork Club 


RBaebby Parks 


Nilo Menendez 


Vorsailies 


Larry Siry Ore 
(jus Martel Ore 


Corinna Mura 
Luba Malina 


Dario and Diane 


(iali-Gali 
Cross & Dunn 


Village Bara 


noch Light Ore 
Miriam Yerman 


Phil Goldfarb 


Fiying Whirlos 
Collette & Barry 
Larry McMahon 


Shirley Rust 
Voodoo 


Voodoo Dancers 


Roy Rector 


Milly Haywood 


clint Allen 


Whirling Top 


Fran Craven 
Musical Tops 


Honey Johnson 


Wivel 
Rob Asen Bd 


Arline Whitney 


Jola Marine 
Bab Lee 
Ginger Sutton 
(Continental 


Dorothy Wenze 
Yacht Club 
Ratph Watkins 


rrances Faye 
Dan Healy 
tea Saxon 
Flovia Vestoff 





The Gilberts 


Johnny & George 


LOS ANGELES 


Ambassador Lounge 


Bill Roberts 
Ball 
(eorge Miller 
brusz 
Keveriy Wiishire 


Nick Cochran 
Debutantes 

{uz Marcelleno 

Fed FiokKito Ore 


Biltmore Bows 





Leeiecloes 





rary (jrier Ore 
‘ a) mn 
SLaltrlietons 
| sian 
‘au Resan 
| Nelson's Marionet’s 


I) . Webster 
gs Rhythm fascals 
Cate De Paree 


Bil MieDonald Or 
Lea * & Lav 
Cate International 
Tas Venu Ory 

’ ! ny 
‘a Ninsaon 

‘ Roberts’ t 


! ’ Miohika 


Cale ta Maze 


\ rt s 
= : ‘ ‘ Core 
Club Marts 
a La 
focennut Grave 
Tae fe hinan Orc 
Bis & Naldi 


Larry Stewart 


Eddie Beal 
Kats Waller 


Pau Kialoka 


Satini Tua | 


lane Jones 
Paul Kendall 


tose Valyda 


Chas Earle 
Lee Lemen 


Aviene Linde 


Annabelle I 
err, Pare 
* Bards 


has Cameron 
Gew Sali VE 


Buddy LaRue 
Al Heath Orc 


fony Allen 





Tommy Lyman 


Oayx Club 
Stuff Samth Orc 
Maxine Sullivan 


Paradise 
Jay Freeman Ore 


Cynthia Cavanaug 

Shannon Dean 
Place Flegante 

Willie Falerno Ore 





Mantation Club 


oO » Alston On 


inters & Me 


A Murray Dancers 
Famous Doar 


Rawatian Paradice 
Sol Brights Ore 
Princess Luhuna 
Kiddie Busit Onc 
Satini Tuai Loa 





Dick Melntyre 


Little ¢ lub 


(ladys Bagwell 
Tiny Meredith 


Omar's Dome 
George Redman Gr: 


NathIsn Mutter 
Searles & Lene 


Pacific Sunset Clot 
George & Nanette 


Dolores Pel Ttas 


Palemuar 
Tan Garber Ore 
Mary & Roberta 


fohnson, lrove 


Beverly & Rauel 
Terry Green 

Parts Ino 
Frank Sortino Ore 
Pominic Columbo 
Ken Henryson 
Moreno & Valencia 
Rudy La Tosca 
Helen Golden 
Henry Monet 
Marguerite Lewis 
Thora Maithatson 
Marguerita del Rio 
Juan de Martinis 


Seven Seas 
Ljiy Gibson 
Honelulu Dancers 
Jiminy Lowell Co 

Somerset House 


anet Jordan 
ack Owens 


J 
J 


Swing Club 


Helen hin 


Nan Black ne 
Ha Brow 
Frankie Gallagher 
Doroth Roberts 
Arden Sis 

I i Tho pson O 

Topay's 

A] 2 Houle 

Judy Lane 

Pat O'Sh t 
Chuck Fod Ore 


Arnold Sis 
B Farrington 
Leona Rice 


Agnes Johnson 
Trecadere 


Garwood Van Ore 


F lorios 
Jack Newlon 
Zalora 
Natalie Gilbert 
Margo Green 


15 Club 
Raddy Nallee 
Martinelli Mae 
tewe\ DuVan 
Mi Sunny brook 
Billy 1 in 
James Hall 


1523 Leoeust 
Frank Carroll 
John Gorivan 
Evelyn Bradley 
Dolores O' Neill 
Pepper Garat 
Donnie Kay 
Helen Turner 
Vinnie Moore 
Lana Furness 
Connie Powell 
Swing Kings Ore 

Hotel Adelphia 
(Cafe Marguers) 
Bob Roltner 
Joe Frasetto Ore 
Gomez & Winona 
Robbins 3 
Floridians Ore 
Boy Foy 
4 Kraddocks 
Joan Breton 


(Mirror Reom) 
Beth Challis 
Joe Milikopf Ore 
Walter & Jean 
Kathryn Smith 
Mickey Familant Or 
Bill Anson 
Bardiland Bros 


Lambs Tavern 
Larry Meli Ore 
Little Rathskeller 
Jack Griffin Ore 
Miles & nent 
Pen Raymond 
Bernard & Rich 
eth Calvert 
Pat Perry 


New Ov'rbrook Villa | 


Frankie Richards'’n 
Sugar Norton 
Gloria La ber 
Hddie Shepherd Or 


Palumbo’s 
Eddie Thomas 
Marionettes 
Bobby Morro Ore 

Raymonds 
Palmer & Dorine 


Capiella & Maria 
Maurie Alberts 


Victoria & 


Wiltiz & Jean 
Meseneaee 


ret bie re ebay 


ean Wirk 


; ames Negra 
Kussian Kretchoa 


Mura ‘Yumanova 
} Olsa Timbkimov 
| 


| 
| 
| 


i (ivpsv Reta 
} (sre 


{ 


| 
| Till Honey 


} Mary Clitford 
| aa memtiia 


Meu i 


Shaw & 
I > 


rey & FI 


‘I lred I 


Oth Century ‘Senne 
xa Longo O 


! rt Reed 
rreok Ware 
larald Besy 


Sth tCentut 


Parrish 


; Shin Sone 


| Ietkia’s Kathskeller 


[be Miavos 


Florence Barton 
Jovenelli Sis 
Jewell Ehlo 


Lola 


\ or Nels 


Streets of Paris 
Rabe la Your 
|} Donna White 


21 Ciub 


Kav irene 

tne Dell 
sine Crwe 
ta “vy IN 

Mitzi O’'Ne 


Helen Heath 
Richard Pac 
Or 


luy King 


} down Hill 


mse Venuti 
In Kia 
| Ned Welsh 
j 


4ne Patterson 


| kay tay 


Weber's Hof Brau 
(Camden) 


vuis) Chalkin 


Ray Milter 


 & J Sholl nah’ mmer 


} Jack Moss 
Sten tailey 
Roma 


Gilbert & 


lilse Hart 
i tingo Klee 
| Sid Golden 
| Eldoradians 
| Ubargi 
| Doc Hyder 


Villa Mae 


} Viking Bea 


Ramona 


Pusey O'Neill 


Krankie Spring 


Arkansas 


Bill Bilger 


Lou Foster 


CHICAGO 


Blackhawk 
Kay Kayser Ore 
lLoyanne & Renard 
Jo Andrews 


Ches Parce 
Benny Fields 
Georgas & Jalna 
Gracie Barrie 
Dotly Arden 
Sunny Rice 
Rosita Rovee 
Maurie Stein Ore 


ColosImos 
Henri Gendron Or 
Faith Racon 
Cline Winehill 
Zee-Zee 
Lydia Harris 
Auburn & Dodge 
Don, Donna & D 
Lois Morse 
Costellos 

Club Alabam 
Harriet Norris 
Skippy & Marie 
Iiffie Barton 
Chet Robinson 
Dave Une 
Eddie Perry 
Paramount 

Club Paramount 
Harry Vernon 
Mile Jeanne 


Rose Catalina 
Haxton & Hy ey 
Mildred Kelly 
Joe Muss 

B85 Club 

rte & Reed 
Selva WH 


' Sheron 


Zane 
t Rinaldo O 
Giay 90's 
Lew King 
Marne 
Marion Parker 


| Colleen 
|} Emmet Vance Ore 


Harry's N. YX. 
Cabaret 
Chas Engles Ore 
fack Irving 

Dorothy Wahl 

Margie Kell 
Floren Baa is 
Art Ruck 
Al Wagener 
Red Toffman 
Mildred Rack 
Dorothy Jotinston 
Hi-Hat 
Von Pennington 
\W ® Shore 
Hazel Harmon 


Cansinos 


Rath Pryor 


Jaros Sis 
Karl Smith 





Jose Pariato 


Hotel Congress 
(Casino) 
Jirmmy Dorsey 

Tune Riehmond 


Bob Eberle 


} Drake Hotel 


(Gold Coast 


| aunl Whiteman Orc 


Judy Starr 


(irand Terrace 


Ada Brown 


} Marl Hines Ore 
treo D Washington 


; Al & Anise 


Kdgewater Beach 
Hotel 
(Marine Room) 


a) ille Tuc 


Hal Vv Sis 


tonnie KRaker 


Hotel Pulmer House 
pg Keoom) 

Shep ‘ields Ore 

ML il sma las 

(ireat Cabby 

>; Nonchalants 


lolrnny 


i*} Dooley 


\bbott Dancers 
Hotel Sherman 
(College tun) 


Vrankie Masters 


ia ie Peller 
lDbonna Due 
\iearcn Bros 


‘lias Carrier 


Jitoms Itadreas 
Hotel Stevens 
(Continental Room 


Mitrsi Hall 


Pierre & Ter 
("i X Reed 
! ' , Molina 


le Mog 


Herbert Dexte 
irene § Clair 


Mba 1 & 


Old Colany 
tans Van 


Kosale Freties 


Mark kisher 
Sid Teetivs 
Reis Bres 





December 


Wedn esday, 





Three Deuces 


R The Rose Bowl 
Yvonne Maennoft 
“tg Fellowes 





PHILADELPHIA 


gory Dnestroft 

feve Gorodet \ 
Sliver Lake Ine 

(Clementon) 


Cafe Metropole 


Cedarwood Ina 








Bellevue-Stratford 


uouee Clab 
Mever Davia Ore 


Rea Franklin Hotel 
(Georgian Room) 


BReany the Bum’s 


: a 
rank Penti 


Evergreen Casino 





N Sherman Gls 
Venice Grille Hotel Westminster 
Marie Drummond 


Peddy Moore 





‘oeoanut Grove 


Famous Door 


| Bobby Tremain 


Hotel Philadelphian | Raymor Ballream 


Sepple Zinile 
Sue & Franzl 
iin Instrumental 


Dens Rhubottom 





Hobby Evans 
lohtnny Hindgens 
*-Roy Mectloy 
“Is & Curle 
lanche Saunders § 
ph ease spleen’ (Sheraton Room) 
Viking Cafe 
leonard Cool 


} y= 
| Grace. GO Bara Hotel Copley Square | 


Danny Shenker Hotel Ritz-Cariton Tremont Plaza 


Billy Callahan 
Al Shoemaker 
Ruby Shields 


Book-Cadillac Hotel 
(Book Casino) 
Whitey Varallo Ore 
Yorktown Tavern Knrico & Novello 


Club Continental 


Doris Winston 
Danny Rogers 


Hotel Bremarck 
(Walnut Koom) 
Kiddie Varzos Orc 
Oxterd Bove Lee Walters Ure 
D & S Jennings 


Hotel Brevoort 





se Y 


Commodore Duo 
(Terrace Koom) 


Northwood Inna 


Jackie Heller Slated 
For L’ville on Jan. 4 


engagement at Beverly Hills Coun- 
then heads into midwest for 


he returns to College Inn, Chi- 


sustaining programs, 
dropped in October, 
his physician to take it easy. 


Bemis’ London Play Back 


Marti 
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Dead End Claims in Arbitration 





Conflicting claims of Sidney 
Kingsley and Norman Bel Geddes, 
respective author and producer of 
‘Dead End,’ were heard last week by 
the American Arbitration Assn. 
Award may be handed down at any 
time, although the arbiters are al- 
lowed 30 days to reach a decision. 
Arbiters are Arthur Garfield Hays, 
Elmer Rice and C. N. Thomas. 

Case turned over to the 
Arbitration Assn. by the Dramatists 
Guild, to which Kingsley brought 
complaint on the allegation that Bel 
Geddes still owes him $1,800 ir 
royalties. On that ground the play- 
wright seeks cancellation of the con- 


Was 


~ 


dract, which is still alive for stock 
tittle theatre and radio. 
Both men are members of the 


Dramatists Guild, but Kingsley seeks 
io have Be! Geddes expelled on the 
charge of bad faith. Bel 
ene of several producers 
Guild memberships by 
some legit authorship. 


holding 
reason of 


There were several claims against 
the One was made the 
American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers because ‘The 


show by 


Prisoner Song’ was used at the finale. | 


ASCAP sought to collect royalties 
for such use. Song was called for 
in the script and the responsibility 
was placed on the author. Claim 
was settled by the management, how- 


+ 





Geddes is 


|} in a play called ‘My Dear Children.’ 


ever, for $750, plus $300 attorney 
fees. Bel Geddes claims Kingsley | 
did not reimburse him for the 
amount, 


Defence Costs 
Second claim was a plagiarism suit 
which was dismissed in court. Legal 
expenses were supposed to 
been shared by the author and man- 
ager. 
$2,500, but Kingsley was also repre- 


| mitments. 





’ 
That’s Response - 
Chicago, Dec. 28. 
Day after Variety printed a 
Story of how Mayor Kelly re- 


fused to cooperate with the 
Theatre Authority in connec- 
tion with his benefit, the May- 
or’s office called this paper's 
Chicago office 

Asked for list of needy actors 
ana promised each would geta 
Christmas basket. 











JOHN BARMOR 
YENS A BWAY 
PLAY 


It is virtually definite that John | 
Barrymore will return to the Broad- | 
|} way stage for at least one season 


He has expressed a desire to appear 


written by Katherine Turney and 


| Clarence Jerome Horwin, Coast au- 


thors. Play will be produced by 
Brock Pemberton, but indications are 
it will not be done until next fall. 
because of the star’s Hollywood com- 


Barrymore has been off 


| the boards for 12 years. 


have | 


Bel Geddes’ attorney's fee was | 


sented by counsel and paid an addi- | 


tional $1,500 fee on his own. <Ac- 
cording to the producer, the $1,800 
in royalties withheld from the play- 


wright was to make up for the 
jatter’s share of the attorney fees 
and the ASCAP expense. 

At last week's’ hearings’ the 
arbiters wanted to know why cer- 
lain other songs used in the show 
were not involved in the ASCAP 
claim Testimony was that the 
script merely called for offstage 


playing of the other music, permis- 
sion for the use of which had been 
obtained from the composers. 
“Prisoner Song,’ however, was made 
an integral part of the performance. 

‘Dead End’ was one of the most 
profitable dramas of many seasons. 
Gross reached about $500,000, with 
about $300,000 of that amount com- 
ing from the stage presentations. It 
opened at the Belasco, Oct. 28, 1935, 
and closed June 12, 1937. For many 
weeks after the opening the show 
&rossed more than $15,000 a week. 
There was also an extensive road 
tour, 

Picture rights were sold to Samuc!} 
Goldwyn for $165,000, which was 
split evenly between the playwright 
and producer, except for 3° which 
went to the film arbiter. There was 
no broker's fee. Deal was negotiated 
by Bel Geddes, since the play was 
produced under the old Dramatists 
Guild basic contract which gave the 
producer authority to dispose of sub- 
sidiary rights. Contract has since 
been changed to keep that power in 
the hands of the dramatist. Latter 
now also gets 60° of the film price, 
gaiher than the former 50%. 


BOSTOCK, SHUBERTS 
FRETTING IN LONDON 





London, Dec. 23 
Trouble is brewing beiween 
Tommy Bostock and the Shuberts 


Over the American legit production 
rights of ‘Balalaika.’ Repeated post- 
ponements of the Broadway produc- 
tion of the musical are said to be 
interfering with Metro's filming of 
the show, causing loss to Bostock. 

_ According to the agreement, the 
Shuberts were to pay Bostock $10,000 
‘or the Broadway production, with 


pase London producer committed to 
urn 25< 


<0 
them. Original date for the N. Y. 


Production was last August. It was 
Set back a month and the latest date 
'S supposed to be in January. Rea- 
8 g ven is casting difficulties. 

_ Understood Bostock may insist on 
<a or revising the contract. 


Te ne 
~““SGOner any money, 


of the film rights over to | 


fan 4 " ‘ 
‘ar the Shuberts haven't paid ihe 


There 
more’s 


is a part, too, for Barry- 
wife, Elaine Barrie. who ac- 
companied him from the Coast. 


B’ way . Post-Grads 
Several girls from Bennington Col- 
lege are working in legit during their 
two-month vacation periods. Vida 
Ginsberg is with Theron Bamberger, 
Barbara Deming is with the Mercury 


| Theatre and Constance Ernst expects 


to line up with a producer shortly. 
Latter is the daughter Morris Ernst, 
attorney. 

Miss Ginsberg’s father constructed 


; several Scripp-Howard buildings, and 








writes a column in the N. Y. World- 
Telegram. 





NY. PLAY ROOM CLUB’S 
LICENSE HEADACHES 


For its next pioduction, the Play 
Room Club, Inc.. of N. Y., is consider- 
ing either ‘Cheapside,’ by James Par- 
rish, or ‘The Mystery of the Broad- 
walk Asylum,’ by Dr. Cecil Reynolds. 

| Rights 


to both are owned by the 
Club. x rst show presented recently 
was Jean Cocteau'’s ‘Infernal Ma- 


chine,’ directed by Joan Hathaway. 
Club is a private membership cor- 


poration sponscred = by Maxwell 


| Anderson, Barrett H Clark, Dorothy 
Gish, Brock Pemberton, Rollo Peters, 
and Herman Shur VMiervin C 
Williams is president nd tre ure! 
of the corporation and Julius Evans 

-p. and sec’? 
Idea of the club is to provide a 
place for actor-me t ork be- 
i} tween and during egula profe 
sional engagements 

Performances are open to mem 
bers and their guests only, for $10 
|} a ¥ear dues 
| Club ran into difficulties at the 
} opening when a warrant was served 
| because no theatre license had been 
| obtained. License had been applied 
| for at the su¢gestion of Commis- 
| sioner Paul Moss, who turned down 
| the application since club does not 
|comply with theatre regulations 


Figured it would cost $25,000 to make 


it meet requirements 
Hearings were held 
fore Magistrate Olive) 
| st. couvt, N. Y., with Howard Gill 
representing the club. Ruling in the 
case of the City Island Athletic Club 


recently 


some years ago allowed that organ- 
ization to present performances to 
its members without having a the- 
atrical license. Believed that this 
| comes in the same category, but no 
decision as yet 





‘City Official Pushes 
| Tulsa ‘Women’ Ban 


Tulsa, Dec. 28. 

A. F. Sweeney, former city super- 
visor of inventories, has appeared 
| before the city commissioners and 
asked for a ban against ‘The Women,’ 
Clare Booth’s show booked here Jan. 
4. He insists the play is ‘indecent,’ 
using as proof a picture of a woman 
in a bathtub, of the 
scenes of the performance 

When John Pollock, advance man, 
arrived, he revealed _ that 
Women’ has played 550 performances 
with ‘nary an injunction.’ 


one 





highlight | 


‘The | 





be- 


in the Market | 











eorganization Okay Seen Likely 


When 4A’s 





An Idealist 


As advance man for the road 
troupe of ‘Julius Caesar,’ Ned 
Alvord is ahead of a company 


that requires only three stage- 


hands, the minimum. But Al- 
vord, whose experience with 
long tours legend, is still 
h yping some day to tind the per- 
fect setup 

His uggestior One ctor 
one stagehand ind ¢ ivent 





+ 








explained 


WORLD TOUR 


Cancellation of Katharine C 
indicated 


ornell's 
world tour, several month 
ago, was verified return of 
star and her manager-husband, 
Guthrie McClintic from 
last week. Actress also revealed she 


upon 


London 


is not presently interested in the 
English play, ‘Robert’s Wife,’ which 


she had been reported ready to buy. 

In a formal statement Miss Cornell 
her reasons against at- 
tour including the Fai 
East, although she did not mention 
China or Japan. When her advance 
man, Ray Henderson, was on a 
vey early last summer, he is said to 
have sent adverse reports the 
feasibility of the tour. Henderson 
was later killed in a plane crash at 
Athens. 

Chances of Miss Cornell playing ar 


tempting a 


Sure 


on 


engagement in England, which ha 
never seen her on the stage, are 


speculative, and, while such appear- 
ances are hinted, she probably would 





KATH CORNELL: 
CANCELS HER sci 22 


the | 


oard Considers Plan 


Drafi of the proposed setup of the 
Associated Actors and Artistes 
of America was mailed Monday (27) 


new 


to members of the reorganization 
committee. Figured no important 
changes will be suggested and that 
the program will soon be approved 
for submission to the Four A’s board. 

Since that board is for the most 
nart niical with the reor¢aniza- 

mn ¢ ttee, a further okay there 

anticipated without = difficulty 

Once the plan has been approved 
by the board, it will be submitted te 
he nemberships of the various 

en bodies, ncluding Actors 
Estuity Assn., Screen Acto Guild 
‘ ¢ an Guild of Musical Arti 


Radio Art- 
can Federation of Ac- 


Federation of 


A 
4 


When and if two-thirds 

he re- 

nizational amendment becomes 

ffective Three-fourths vote of the 

ene membership is required for 
the approval of each group. 

In outline, the terms of the draft 
are understood to be along the lines 
nublished previously n VAniery, 
That is a much stronger Four A’s 
with centralized authority, central 
treasury for the collection of dues 
elimination of dues dur*w ation, for a 
single office in each key city and 
|central headauarters for all groups 
lin one office in N. Y. 

Actual draft of the proposal has 
not been revealed, however. Under- 
tood the committee members have 
agreed on virtually the complete 
draft in numerous informal meetings 


|} Was 


not go abroad again until next season. } 


It had been planned for the star to 
open in ‘The Ivory Fan’ in Washing- 
ton next May, tour then to start for 
the Antipodes.. New play off 


is now 


land Miss Cornell has no defin.te stage 


plans. 





;2n 








OF 


ARI 


Out Next Week 
January 9 


The 32nd 
Anniversary N 





umber 


| 





play. 


| performance as 


of two and three. Draft 
formulated by Henry Jaffe and 
Lawrence Beilenson, attorneys for 


SAG, AFRA and AGMA. 


Flora Campbell Out 
Of ‘Mansions’ for Op; 
Katherine Squire Subs 


Sudden attack of appendicitis suf- 
fered by Flora Campbell, femme lead 
‘Many Mansions,’ at the 44th 
Street, N. Y., over the weekend re- 
sulted in several cast changes in the 
Actre part was taken by 
Ellen Hall, who was in turn replaced 
by Ann Clark, understudy.  Last- 
named had previously played one 
understudy; other- 
it was her first Broadway ap- 
pearance, 

Miss Campbell was taken il] on the 
train en route to Toledo, having left 
immediately after last Saturday (25) 
night’s performance. She was taken 
off the train at Cleveland and un- 
derwent an emergency operation, 
Her condition is reported satisfac- 


n groups 


wise 


tory. Wes visiting Toledo to attend 
the wedding of her sister, but was 


due back in New York Monday for 
a Metro film test. Marriage cere- 
mony was postponed, but took place 
Monday in Miss Campbell's hospital 
room in Cleveland, with the patient 
as bridesmaid 

Third time in as many seasons that 
Miss Squire has stepped into a lead- 
part when the regular player 
taken ill, She replaced Ruth 
Gordon for several performances two 
o in ‘Ethan Frome’ and 
subbed for Peggy Ashe 
croft for more than a week in ‘High 
Tor.’ Actress the wife of Harold 
Moffett. 


ing 


was 


SE0SONnS ag 
last 


a season 


is 


Delay Hearing in Case 


Of Former WPA B.0. Mea 


her hearing of the cases cf 


Furt 
| the six former WPA boxoffice men 
|}accused of taking government pay 
while earning money on the out- 
side has again been postponed. Men 
were to have been heard Monday 
(27), but it is reported that the 


charges against them will probably 
be dropped, 

Assistant Prosecutor Carroll 
sought to amend the indictments, 
but Gustave A, Gerber, attorney for 
the defendants, objected. Cases are 
said to involve a mixup of time 
sheets. Had the men been kept on 
the job from the hour they signed 
in each morning they would have 
the 39 working hours a week 
quired by WPA. 

Defendanis claim they thought 
they were within their rights in 
earning extra coin in their time off, 


They took part-time jobs selling ticke 


ree 











jets at baseball gameée at $2.50 a 
ame. 


te 9 
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Plays on Broadway Shows in Rehearsal 
_—- ‘Senendemael 1, nas “Byrd. 
VIL ‘On Borrowed Time’—Dwight 
D. Wiman. 
THREE WALTZES BETWEEN THE DE ane 
ae ‘. a or Oe ar tee 3 iatestion. | ee Coe S De ng ae presented at | Abbott. 
sente by the Shuberts at t Miarje |} ihe nperial \ Y " 22. '37, by 1e | d 


N. Y Dex 25, '’387, at $8.30 top ($5.50 ] Shuberts Score by thur Schwartz; book 
opening). Stars kitty Cuarlisle, Michael | bey Hloward Diet; staged by ; Hassard 
Rartlett. Features Glenn Anders, Ann AN- | Short. Stars Jack Buchanan, Evelyn i e, 
drews, John Barker, Victor Morley, Marion } Adele Dison Dances by Robert A m; 
Pierce, Rosie Moran Staged and directed | book staged by John Hayden; &4.895 top 
by Hassard Short Book adapted by Clar i Pater An ny d wccccccocd Jack Bu har lan 
Kummer and Rewland Leigh Trom play by | Pierre Antoine ‘ my mee 
aul Knepler and Armin Robinson; musi Natalie R Didaeceancees tess E\ elyn Laye 
b Johann Strauss Johann Straus Jr {a Morley .cecosccecder William Kendall 
nd Oscar Straus: costumes Connie i I | BRA es core ( ; 
Pinna: gettings, Watson Barratt; dances, | ¢ rdetta Gilbert... ccccccves: Adel Dixon 
Chester Hale GAStOM .cocccccrsveccceccesse .. No ( avat 
Others in < st: R h Bunt Ty > Ma Rall Sumpter 
Ten Mence, Martuerita Sylva, Ha Mos MRNiG. < oc.ceces 6eescesaswousd Na isha Dana 
tayer Alfred Kay er, Marl Moe Dor Andy ve 
(harlie Arnt {;eorge BRaxt \V i eeoeccecees Ja a ‘ p 
Dryden Ruth MacDonalk William > 4 Wacker! 
gord, Trum ( Ral Mevgel \ " \ ato 
Bark Adele f } Da ! Y {Wa l na 
S r Fred Si mat Scandal i Vernon An Y 
t t c ‘ ] i EK 
7 1 1 ‘ 
—— Mau Ke 
, ’ a ir ie < | 
Operetta’s chance seem pl mh = 2 Haro R. ot on | 
good, since the operetta idaict ty Hert and Hdward Gale, | 
haven't any counter-attraction. It is | ae 
lavish and handsome, has two lus-| ‘B " ‘ 3 
. r ‘ stuyaa tha Sty S airly As, 
trous leads in Kitty Carlisle and between the evil’ is fairly ¢ 


senti-| verting musical 
back-| strength of its 
draw of the! 


Michael Bartlett, is properly 
mental, has a Viennese-Paris 
yround and the added 
Johann Strauss name. 


comedy on the 
player-performance 
|and the score. 


: more laughs. 

Show is far from perfection, how-| . 
ever, Principal .nd most surprising} Show originally opened in Phila- 
fault is the score. With the two/delphia, where the book was found 
Johann Strausses, father and yn ackins After the outfit was 


and Oscar Straus, as compo 


: " - yrought bacl for repairs, second 
music should be the kernel. For the| - B ‘ 5 
most part, however, the score is un-|*Fy-0us, ‘n Doston, 1 was more 
i:spired and _ ordinary. Although | favorably received. ‘Devil’ has a 
much of it is in three-quarter —— ti ively second act which it did not 

1h + ip se va Z i. 
none of the omnes ps1 gg ome pe the | have in the first showing. That sec- 
meron rs or ar ne ns are @ rig | tion of the show boosts its chances. 
trains are use 
aa pgs Pc ’ cc d A cogni | Jack Buchanan, Evelyn Laye and 
1 © . . .7 7 al - bal 
hey are ‘adapted beyon ecoe™| Adele Dixon, all English, are co- 
tion. Of the songs, ‘My Heart Con-| starred. Only the latter is new to 
’ ‘ of ey 9 mw o : 4 
trols My Head,’ ‘Springtime, TO | Broadway. 


They supply personable 


Live Is to Love’ and ‘Three Waltzes’ | giversion to the musical. 


are fairly melodic, but are hardly 


Fre Story is localed in the British- 
memorable. Three recitative num-| French capitals. Peter Anthony, 
bers are mildly amusing. Rest is| also Pierre Antoine, is married to 
routine. two girls, but instead of being a 

Operettas are noted for lack of| harassed bigamist, he finds it pleas- 
Lumor and juvenile plots; “Three;ant. He thinks his French wife, 
Waltzes’ :. no exception. Only in| Claudette, had gone down in a ship- 
Part Three, when the costume motif} wreck, the cause for becoming the 
is tossed overboard for a scene at a} mate of English Natalie. The girls 
British film studio, does the comedy | battle it out mildly, but there never 
show signs of life; even then it} is a solution to thé situation, finale 
merely shows signs. While the book|lyric putting it up to the audience. 
is slim, it’s notably bette. than most Buchanan isn’t long on _ singing 
operetta varns. At least, each of the | Pipes, but he does punctuate lyrics 





and the tunes will take care of those 
numbers. Particularly good is ‘I’ve 
Made Up My Mind’; also, ‘I See Your 


three vnarts is compact, each shifts 
the scene to permit colorful costum- 
ing and maintains the necessary at- 


mosphere of tender romance. Con-| Face Before Me,’ which is reprised 
sidering the success of some ¢ t|>y the Misses Laye and Dixon. 
c-erettas, ‘Three Waltzes’ seems| Buchanan's solo, ‘By Myself,’ is also 


its} well handled. ‘Bye Bye Butterfly 
Lover’ is led by Miss Laye, and the 
two femme toppers duet with ‘Celina 
Couldn't Say No.’ 

A comedy number is handled by 
Andy Love, Jack Lathrop and Bob 
Wacker, billed as the Tune Twisters. 
Sextet of hoofers, called the Debo- 
nairs, tap to an encore in the second 
part. Boys, garbed as gendarmes, 
are then called on to act as a jury 
when Peter is ‘tried’ for his dual 
marriage. It provides a bit of nov- 
elty in the second act. 


burs‘ing with story—certainly 
book has enough for Hollywood in- 
terest. 


Briefly, the operetta relates 
successive romances of Viennese 
dancer Marie Hiller, her singer- 
daughter and her film-actress-grand- 
daughter, with the corresponding 
three generations of the noble Hohen- 
brunn famil of Austria. First two 
romances are tragic; third ends hap- 
pily. While there is inevitably a cer- 
tain amount of repetition in this fol- 


the 


low-up heart interest through three Dancing standout, however, is 
genera::ons, the dialogue has been} Vilma Ebsen, who with her brother, 
penciled where possible. Buddy (now in Hollywood), scored 


As the neroine-in-triplicate, Kitty |s¢veral seasons ago. Vivacious Miss 


Carlisle is superb. Her voice is strong|Ebsen dances twice with Charles 
enough, arre.ting in texture and,| Walters to the tunes, ‘You Have 
within the limits of the songs, skill-|Everything’ and ‘I'm Against 
fully employed. She is attractive Rhythm.” She also leads the Debo- 
looking, is becomingly gowned and} airs in ‘Five O'Clock.’ | 

plays with as much persuasion as the} Miss Dixon, toting slight French 
part allows. Michael Bartlett, her re- accent, makes a favorable impres- 
curring vis-a-vis, also is standout.|5!0n. When ‘Devil’ was first tried, 


she was reported having an edge on 
the cast, but honors seemed about 
even with Miss Laye. 

Production is ample for a musical 
of the intimate type and the ward- 
: ; : robe is excellent. Showgirls who 
day as the impresario who guides the |are entrusted with one lyric include 
Hiller eirls destinies for three gen- |} some of the prize lookers of the 
erations. From a different lad and night clubs—Kavy Cameron. 


He is built well enough for the cos- 
tumes, good looking, has an appeal- 
ing manner and, except in the lower 
register, sings excellently. 

Glenn Anders has an actor’s field 





in | sta se 


1865, he becomes a tottering, cacklin S|. Jessica Pepper, Bunny Waters. Tilda 

old fuss-budget around the studio in| Getze, Virginia Dalv. Joyce Duskin. 
vf » . rare nirve 

1937. It's a scene-chewer'’s dream | Ruth —. Helen Hudson, Dorothy 

and Anders shares his enjoyment|Compton, Linda Lee, Lee Stephenson 


with the audience. Other parts are 
pretty much standard, but Marguerita 
Sylva (formerly of grand opera). 
Cl.arlie- Arnt, George Baxter, Ruth 
MacDonald, Ann Andrews and Louis 
Sorin rate mention. Dances are about , 


and Loretta Dennison. Ibee. 





A DOLL’S HOUSE 


average. tevival of drama by Hendrik Ibsen in 
P three acts Present version by Thornton 
Hassard Short has staged the pro- Wilder. Presented Dec, 2%, *87, at | the 
Guction with shrewd emphasis on| ier.” features’ Rh ae tamed by 
decorative effects and sentiment. Not] King, “aul Lukas and Sam Jaffe. $5.30 


much coul*’ !e done with the music, | tor 








but the show is generally good for its| Nora Helmer Ruth Gordon 
type. Connie de Pinna’s costumes | '!!"" bas ewe tits Jessica Rogers 
and Watson Barratt’s settings both | pihojwaid Yielwer 002! pea sgn 
materiall’ enhance the show's ap-| Christina Linden.....sse--Margaret Waller 
peal. Incidentally, a glittering chan-| 1", Bank........+.. setae -++.-Paul Lukas 
delier in the scene at Maxime’s, Paris, | \)'*, S'0S8'" bvrseeee seer eres i oo 
looks too much like a similar one] Hmmy Lorna Lynn Meyers 
in last season’s ‘Frederika’ and the} ly .Howard Sherman 
previous ‘Great Waltz’ for coinci- | —— 

dence. Jed Harris’ revival of the Ibsen 


Current production is understood | dr: am: 1 fared 
to be considerably heavier and more} should 
ambitious than the fragile, 
‘Three Waltzes.’ now a 


well on 
repeat on 


intimate | for a limited time. 
succes 


tour and it 
Broadway, but 
‘A Doll’s House,’ 
IN}as with most of the author’s works, 


ee “QTE ‘ sym: Try | 1 
} aris. Margaret | Bannerman, Ens-| appeals principally to the student of 
lish soprano, was a in the} he drame and the highbrow. 
present show, but was replaced b; | Presentation dates from last sum- 
Miss Carlisle, partly because of the|mer at Central City, Colo., where 
Jatter’s American following, it is re-| interest was built by the cast setup 
ported. Friday nights, when Mi ind the fact that Thornton Wilder 
Carlisle does her Coca-Cola radio| made revisions. It is essentially the 
show, Gladys Baxter will alternate. | same, there being only some mod- 
From most angles, “Three Waltzes ern zing of the language. But ‘A 
Sante like a fair b. o bet on its sen-| Doll's H muse” j till a Jong quiet 
timental and eye appeal. But : i evening in the theatre. 
ticates will find it boring. Hobe. There are admii ible perform- 


But it could do with | 


| Vagabond 




















Plays Out of Town 





SPRING THAW 


Washington, Dec. 27. 


Comedy in three acts, presented at Na- 


’ ‘ it Show on Earth’— tional, Washington, D. C., Dee. 27. by 
Greetest She . Max Gordon, Written by Clare. Kuinme: 
Bonfils and Somnes. staged by Eddie Sobol, $2.75 ton, _ 
‘Sunup toe Sundown’—D. A. Willie. ..+. treseereesseeeees + Roland Young 
Edie. ..ccces PTYTTTLIC Tires lea yen man 
Doran. Myrtle. .cecee e404.0660468 verre. Jane Gordon 
‘If I Were Yeou’—Paul Hervy RRR «ca cues beawdaeneraes J. P. Wilson 
1 Joseph Wechstrom.......--- Francis Pterlot 
Fox. ’ . Dr, Parkinson. .. Robert Wallsten 
‘Our Town’—Jed Harris. IER a REAR AOR Lillian Emerson 
| George eBore be ccccccccece Bdgar Barrier 
j Dernice oceervecete Natalia Danesi 
ances, enough to hold first nighters M 8. GAPS. eee eeeeceeees Esther betichett 
until the end. Climax, that of a);*™sS **rc™ seveuacoseseencess rom idden 
giddy, doll-like wife suddenly be- - 
od he " | his one is thin as mountain air, 
coming adult, but for an uncon- This < 


walking out on 
und two small 
registel with 


“4 


vincing reason, and 
an adoring husband 
children, may not 
present-day audience It seems to 
most that Ibsen’s other plays are 
sterner stuff 
Ruth Gordon impresses as_ the 
child-like wife. The male leads are 
an unusual blend, Dennis King, 
English; Sam Jaffe, American: Paul 
Lukas, Hungarian. Jatfe came near 
the other men, 


copping honors from 
as Krogstad, who fights to keep from 
falling into the crime mire again. 
Most natural part of the story is his 
narriage to Christina, with whom he 
had once been in love. 

King is a surprise for his playing 
of straight parts because he scored 
first as an operetta baritone (‘The 
King,” etce.). He carries 
Thorwald effectively. 
Lukas, making his first Broadway 
stage appearance, although long in 
Hollywood, turns in a faithful Dr. | 
Rank, fatally ill of a hereditary 
ease. 

Miss Gordon is due to appear in 
the play in London this coming 
spring, and the other featured play- 
ers will probably also be present. j 

Ibee, 


the part of 


dis- 





Two oliere plays presented at the Bar- 
bizon-P on hotel, N. Y De 27, °87, by 
the French Theatre of N. Y with “Theatre 
de Quatre Saisons Companys Sets by Andre 


Barsacq: $3.50 top 


La Jalousie Du Barbouille 





i; But 


| talks 


ling with Georges, only 





Farce in one act. Directed by Maurice 
Jacquemont | 
Le Barbouille..... eT ee .Andre Frere 
AsO BPOOCEET. . ccccscess .Moussa Abadi 
pO PT See eer Michele Verly | 
VAlOTO. creccvcccvess Maurice Jacquemont 
CRTMAM. 6s ccccancccncees ..Svetlana Pitoe ff | 
GOTHIOUS.. wivcccosccsevcce . Mauri Merie | 
Villebrequin........ keene .-..dean Daste | 
EM VRROC. cesctaccs -Rene Dupuy | 

Le Medecin Malgre Lui 

Comedy in three acts. Directed by Jean | 

Daste, 
Sganarelle. .cocsecce — Tr Tean Daste 
CHE «60048500 080080 Mideleine Geoffroy 
M. Robert. .cecce Cecscecves Moussa Abadi 
VElOrO.0.cscsceeee cess Maurice Mere 
EMMCOBs 516 cncsacdeeses ..Andre Frere 
SIOSORRG <. cicccacaess e«»+.Maurice Jacquemont 
Jacqueline....... eseccccsceccomncnele VYerly 
BOINGE so veccccccsvecses .Annette TLecat 
LOANATC. .cccccccccccccsccecess - Rene Dupuy 
TMIDAUL. . osceccvesesecesvere Moussa Abadi 
gy ener e rer Perr Tree Svetlina Pitocft 
Visiting French company reveals | 


its versatility in these two Moliere 
plays, which are charmingly present- 
ed. Acting, which is expert, shows 
the result of the company’s 
work and its intelligent direction. | 
Fact that these two plays are being 
put on in modest settings is no bar | 
to the enjoyment of the performance | 
for those who know the language. 
In ‘Le Medecin Malgre Lui.’ longer 
of the two classics, Jean Daste, who 
also Cirected, plays Sganarelle with 
zest. Michele Verly is a pert nurse, 
Andre Frere very amusing as Lucas, 
and Maurice Meric lightly sombre as 





Valere. Particularly engaging are| 
the bits between Sganarelle and 


Jacqueline. Madeleine Geoffrey plays 
ably in the role of Martine, wife of 
Sganarelle. 

‘La Jalousie du Barbouille.’ one of | 
the earliest Moliere farces, has An-| 
dre Frere as Barbouille. the simple- | 


1 ‘nded husband, and Michele Verly | 


| 


as his coquettish wife, Angelique. | 
Both handle their roles agreeably. | 


Moussa Abadi gives an amusing per- | 
formance as the doctor, one of three 
roles he plays, revealing not only his | 
own versatility, but that of the com-| 
pany, which switches roles appar- 
ently with no difficulty. 

Company shows to much better ad- | 
vantage in their performances of 
these classics than in their recent ap- 
pearance in a modern play. 





TO EXPAND ‘COLONY’ 


Charlotte, N. C., Dec. 28. 
Plans are under way to expand 
the summer presentations of Paul 


Green's ‘Lost Colony’ at Manteo and | 
continue the production indefinitely. 
Conference on the subject was held 
at Green’s home here last week. 
Among those present were Green, 
Ir. C. C, Crittenden, s of the 
state yy, BB. 


Seldon, of 


ecretary 
historical commission; 
Faering, of Manteo; Sam 
the Carolina Playmakers; Howard 
Bailey, of the Federal Theatre, and 


Earl Stapleton, of the state symphony | 





orchestra. i 


| Pittsburgh, Dec. 27, ’37, 
group | ul 


| Shakespeare, as 
| made 


land 


| aesthete, 


| loved, 
has at 


|} quarrels. He 


but not half so invigorating. Play is 
unwittingly described by line from 
last act—You’re so gay and carefree 
over nothing at all.’ 

Patently written as vehicle for 
land Young, who is his usual casual, 
offhand self as a husband whose 
young wife has thoughts of straying. 
three acts are too long for a 
screen star’s p.a., even with two in- 
termissions. 


Comedy (it does have enough 
amusing lines to be called that) 
opens in living room of the Willie 


N. Y. and when first 
first-nighters looked 
All that happens in 


Grangers in 
stanza closes 
around puzzled. 


the introduction of characters, Wil- 
lie, a couple of miscellaneous mem- 
bers of his household, who aren’t im- 
mediately identified; his wife, who 
falls off a horse; a doctor, a chap 


who speaks with a French accent, a 
madman who rushes in to shoot 
Willie because latter’s grandfather 
owed him a C note, and some others. 
Also, Willie’s wife decides to leave 
him because chap with the accent 
French to her and kisses her 
hand. 
Second act 


also gets no place. Only 


| development is that the French lad, 


|Georges LeBord, decides to shoot 
himself, but takes off his toupee and 
goes to bed instead. When Georges 
is found in bed without his hair, Wil- 
lie, then, happily sends his wife off 
| with him. 

Third act is the Grangers’ camp in 
ithe Adirondacks. Willie’s there, ar- 
riving ahead of his wife, who’s com- 
she doesn’t 


know he knows. Nearly all those in 


the first act are present, but finally 
they go, leaving Willie, Bee and 
Georges. When first-named goes to 


bed in the only warm room Bee re- 
pents and joins him, presumably 
|} having seen the error of her ways. 
Finis finds all three in bed, with Wil- 
lie in the middle. 

Young does well in the role. 
works hard, being on stage almost 
all the time. Tom Fadden is espe- 
cially good in his last act bit and 
the others are adequate. 

Settings by Donald Oenslager are 
tops, esvecially the living room and 
Adirondack lodge, latter drawing a 
round of applause. Mac, 


He 


Shadow and Substance 
Pittsburgh, Dec. 27. 


three acts and four scenes by 
‘arroll. Produced by hddie 
Dowling. Stars Sir Cedric Hardwicke and 
features Sara Allgood and Julie Haydon, 
Directed by Peter Godfrey. At the Nixon, 
under subserip- 
Theatre Society; 


Drama in 
Paul Vincent ¢ 


m auspices of American 
2 


$2.75 top. 


SY. Serre cocccccce Je Haydon 
De rmot. O' Filing sle: Viscvsaees Llevd Gough 
Thom: isina Concannon...... Valerie Cossart 
Fathe Corr. ateéseesuvess Henry Sothern 
ie aeher Kirwa in. (asters isestinees Len Dovle 
Rev. Thomas SkerrittSir Cedric Hardwicke 
JSOMUMS. COONS . 6 ccs cecdceesss Sara Allgood 
Francis O’Connor..ceccccee: Gerald Buckley 
Martin Mullahone.....c..e; John Kearney 
MOUS VIGIOE. 66 6asccscreseid Almira Sessions 


Eddie Dowling, who struck 


gold 
!when he set 


up Maurice Evans in 
Richard II, has 
another foray into higher 
drama, with ‘Shadow and Substance.’ 


| This is the Paul Vincent Carroll play 
| first produced a year ago in Dublin. 


Chances for this one, however, 
aren't so bright. Charm and dignity 
of Carroll’s work are never realized 
in the present production since it 
demands nothing short of acting and 
directing pes ‘fection. Without them, 
play remains a rich, but unfulfilled 
promise. 

Carroll’s simple story of faith and 
aestheticism is filled with wit, beauty 
and splendid dramatic literature, but 
the leading players approach it halt- 
ingly and seem confused by play’s 
implications. Author's springboard 
is an old Irish legend which re- 
counts how St. Brigid, in order to 
escape the attentions of persistent 
suitors, disfigured loveliness of her 
face. Another Brigid. servant girl 
in the home of Canon Skerritt, meets 
talks often with her patron 
saint, but the canon, an acid-tongued 
whose analytical mind 
rules his icy heart, will have none 
of it. He tells her it’s a myth and 
| that the church has never accepted 
| the legend. Still Brigid’s faith will 
not be shaken and the eventual trag- 
ledy that overtakes her, curiously 
enough on St. Brigid's Day, fills the 
curate for the first time with distrust 


land terror. 


In his great loneliness, in 
blindness to the simple courage of 
the one person in life he really 
he feels a personal guilt and 
is afraid his own heartless dogma 
last found him out. 

Author also has a lot of secular 
feels pretty strongly 
the Paris-controlled Irish 


his 


against 


| very 


Ro- | 


| Gerald 





| cameo-like 


schooling system and thinks too 
many clerics are inclined to the let- 
ver rather than the spirit of religion. 
But, unfortunately, players don't al- 
ways match his own eloquence and 
understanding. Occasionally there 
are moments when play achieves 
necessary clarity and beauty. Light- 
er issues are fine, but serious ones 
are puzzling, possibly because of a 
lot of inarticulateness and confusing 
direction. 

Sir Cedric Hardwicke plays the 
lead, but isn’t always at his best, 
Quite often he couldn’t be heard be- 
yond first couple of rows at opening, 
and general performance is only 
spasmodically good. Julie Haydon’s 
features fit the role of 
Brigid perfectly but her acting isn’t 
expressive or sure-footed. 

Best jobs are turned in by 
minor players, with Sara Allg 
Buckley, Lloyd Gough 
Valerie Cossart particularly 
tering. Opening night subscription 
audience only mildly impressed 
General production is high class, but 


the 
ood, 
and 


regis- 





‘Shadow and Substance’ seems like 
ja play that makes better reading 
— theatre. Cohen 
| STOP OVER 
| Baltimore, Dec. 27 
{ -dram in tl e act by Matt na’ 

Sam ‘J ” Preser i hase Produ 
i 
it I Sta | \ lington Mine 

1 b No s Houghto At Ford's 

Bs mor Dec, 27 87; $2.20 top 

Arthear Darrow. .ccecsecdesvs Harry M. Ceoke 

Bat Langthorne....ce- Sidmey Blackmer 

iy ALIMEL. ccccccssocns Muriel Wirkland 

Kd 1 ROP. .cee ° .- Kadwin Co ' 

Mi = ION . ccocccseceses Alice Ann Ba 

PUCOT CORIOV. ccceccsesviase Robert Light 

Janet Archer. ceccseoccsesoece Jean Rodney 

ee PALURAM «ic ccecacics » «CAV Thomas 

Marie Farnham..cccccces Norma Chambers 

Peter Farnham .. Billy Redfield 











| tre. 


Benjamin Farnham, Jr... Ramon Blackbura 


Jerry Farnham... pamees Eugene Schicl 
Dick M arkae we rer re Staats Cotgsworth 
Matt WIG. <40d464 60-0064 Arthur Kyron 
Lev Foster . Tames Shi Vout 

Dr. Ralph Greyson......... Donald Camerva 


Children 


Clarice Cornell, Elvin Field, Jack Kelly 





Dipping somewhat deeply into the 
wellworn hoke of dated melodrama, 
with only here and there an enlight- 
ening spark of plausible psychology, 
‘Stop Over’ leans a bit too heavily on 
tear jerking and rather tawdry situa- 
tions. Capable performances by Ar- 
thur Byron, Sidney Blackmer and 
Muriel Kirkland save these corny 
spots from making the play ridicu- 
lous. This needs considerable going 
over to risk a Broadway opening. 

This is the story of Bartley Lang- 
thorne, actor, played by Blackmer, 
whose dissolute, wasted life brings 
him to the point of knocking himself 
off in the restful quiet of his ances- 
tral manse. He is confronted there 
by the worshipful attention of the 
town’s manicurist, his housekeeper, 
grief-stricken over the pending exe- 
cution of her wayward son, convicted 
of murder; a convict on the lam, 
a group of trailer tourists attracted 
to the house by a sign hung on his 
front door by Hallow’en revelers, 
and the parish priest. Langthorne 
finds the way out of his own diffi- 
culties through participation in the 
varied problems of this assorted 
group. 

Off to a fairish first act, play bogs 
down in the second and comes to life 
only briefly at the end of the third. 
Cleansing of the soul idea through 
pain and suffering has in it some dra- 
matic possibilities, but as projected 
here by the Taylor brothers, it is 
heavyhanded and entirely too naive 
in treatment. Final regeneration of 
a worldly and sophisticated Lang- 
thorne, brought about by an assem- 
bled cast of rather colorless people. 
on their knees in prayer for the soul 
of a youthful murderer, led by a 
youthful priest, and the subsequent 
baring of the insignificant soul prob- 
lems of these same smallies, smacks 
entirely too much of antiquated thea- 
As such it can’t stack up against 
the sophisticated standards of mod- 
ern showshopping. 

Arthur Byron as a convict father 
on the lam, stopping in for a brief bit 
of consolation to his wife, mother of 
the wayward son, gives a finished 


performance. Blackmer also con- 
tributes an even, well-poise4 char- 
acterization. Muriel Kirkland has 


her moments. 
quate cast, 


Of the rest of the ade- 
Harry M. Cooke, Alice 
Ann Baker, Robert Light, Calvin 
Thomas, Norma Chambers and Don- 
ald Cameron stand out. Direction of 
Worthington Miner is good. 

Burm. 





Washington Relights 


Washington, Dec. 28 
Legit is coming back to town after 
three dark weeks, with three pre- 


Broadway stopovers scheduled in 
succession. First, Max Gordon's 
‘Spring Thaw,’ with Roland Young, 


opened yesterday (Monday). 
Eddie Dowling’s ‘Shadow and Sub- 


| Stance,’ with Cedric Hardwicke and 
| Julie Hayden, arrives Jan. 3, and 
|Constance Cummings, who bowed 
| here this fall in ‘Madame Bovary,’ 
| tries again Jan. 10 with ‘If I Were 
l You’ 
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MEREDITH NOW 
CTIVE AS 
QUITY VP. 





Actors Equity Assn. did not wait 
until New Year's for the retirement 
of Frank Gillmore as active presi- 
dent. It was decided that the selec- 
tion of Burgess Meredith as first 
vice-president become effective im- 
and he is presiding at 
Gillmore wished | 
the 29-year-old | 


mediately 
council meetings. 
to be rel ley ed a nd 


actor, youngest Equityite ever to be 
so elevated, was inducted at last 
week’s regular council session. 


Vice-presidency is an honorary post 
without salary. 

After the induction Gillmore with- 
drew from the meeting, moving at 
once to the new quarters of the As- 
sociated Actors and Artistes of 
America, of which he is president 
and new executive-director. He is 
spending some time daily at the of- 
fices of Equity, of which he con- 
tinues to be honorary president, to 
clean up odds and Meredith. 
however, now has Gillmore’s office, 
with Paul Dullzell remaining at his 


ends. 


desk as executive-secretary and 
treasurer. 

Meredith’s first address to the 
council was a report on the Coffey 


bill, which proposes to esiablish a 
national theatre with governmental 
backing. He is chairman of the com- 
mittee appointed to consider the pos- | 
sibilities of such a movement and | 
spoke on the matter several times. 
Plan is to lift the WPA theatre 


project out of its relief status, en- 
large the activities and place it upon 
a permanent basis. Allied arts 
would be included, according to the 
western congressman’s plan. 

Report also referred to the inter- 
est of other theatre unions, with 


Meredith expressing the belief that 
if all got together on the movement 
it might secure congressional atten- 
tion. He proposed seeking a number 
of changes in the document, with the 
expectation of making the proposi- 
tion more attractive to professionals 
and to those would be appointed to 
managerial positions. 

Understood that at this week's 
council meeting an _ assistant to 
Dullzell was a special order of busi- 
ness. That job will probably call for 
a nominal salary at the siart, since 
such an aide would probably require 


several months to familiarize him- 
self with the duties. 
Meredith is definitely of the 


younger group in Equity which have 
been militant in framing resolutions 
and which has succeeded in getting 
its leading proposals adopted., He 
actually became vice-president by 
the margin of one vote, before his 
leading opponent, Edward Fielding, 
withdrew so the selection could go 
onto the records as being unanimous. 
While the new leader was favored 
in the hope he might end the internal 
bickering in Equity, it is expected 
that some of the weekly council ses- 
sions will develop lively discussions. 


$2,000 and $1,000 Prizes 
For Best Labor Plays 


The International Ladies Garment 
Workers’ Union will award two cash 
prizes tomorrow (Thursday) for 
what it considers the best labor plays 
of the year. First prize will be 
$2,000, and second prize $1,000. 

Winners will be selected from the 
following four plays: ‘Model Tene- 
ment,’ by Meyer Levin: ‘Pier 17,’ \4 
Melvin Levy: ‘Sunup to Sundown 
by Frances E. Faragoh, and ‘After 
the Gieaners,’ 0; by Mellisse Child 


Robert Edm Edmond Jones 
Back at Central City 


Denver, Dec. 28. 

Jones, director of 
the first four annual Central City 
play festivals, has been encaged for 
the 1938 production. Contract with 
Jones was for five years and had a 
year to run when he asked to be 
relieved because of picture work. 
Production for the com ng vear will 








Robert Edmond 





depend on the cast Jones is able to 


*o, With an announcement due in | 
the next few weeks Central City 
festiva al runs three weeks. , 

Richard Aldrich produced ‘A Doll’ 

H at Central Cit last year. | 
Sh has been on the road. plavir 
1 Chicago the last four eeks, and | 


YPened at the Morosco, N. Y., last 
‘Monday ) night 
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FREDRIC MARCH ILL: | 
CONDITION SERIOUS' 


No. 2 Eddie Leonard? 


Moss Hart, co-author of ‘I'd 
Rather: Be Right,’ visited George 
M. Cohan at the Alvin, N. Y. 
Christmas eve to wish him good 





Fredric March’s leg infection is 


supposed. 


To New Wage 





|more serious than first 

cheer. He wanted to take a bow |{ Reported that blocd poisoning has | 

at the end of the first act to || set in. with physicians attending the | 

give an extra laugh to Joan | star unable to say how far the in- Just Kidders 

Crawford and Franchot Tone | fection hes spread. Cause of the 

who were out front, but they | trouble was given as a ooil. - ¥ 

wouldn't let him go on. | Actor is in Doctor's hospital, | Press agent for a Broadway 
But Hart persisted, going to N. Y., where he was taken upon ar- firm found an appl-cation filed 


ith him 
a job by 


the Booth where his and George 
S. Kaufman’s other hit, 


nine years ago for 
Phylliis Perlman, 


| rival last Sunday (26) 
‘You | where his show, ‘Yr. 


from Detroit, 
Obedient Hus- 

















Can’t Take It With You,’ is | band, wound up its tryout tour last and answered it as a gag 
playing. He. walked to the end || week. His wife, Florence Eldridge. | last week, Wrote her, return- 
of the cast line after the finale | co-starred with him in the play, was | NG IRE APPHEAHION, SURSPsURS 
curtain and stood next to Oscar | Said to be at his bedside yesierday he had not had enough expe- 
Polk. Cast appreciated it any- | ‘Husband’ was slated to open at tear SHOOK FG TOME Sr 
way. the Broadhurst, N. Y., tonight should try some other work. 

(Wednesday), but is now tentatively Miss Perlman is secretary of 

kedded to debut next week if the N. Y. Theatrical Pre 

B . March is sufficiently recovered Agents She wrote back for a 

Wa é if ll S Play, by Horace Jackson and di- couple of passt 

rected by John Cromwell, was first 





i|called ‘The Christian Hero.’ It has 
good business during 


done unusually g s ss during 

tim 1 OW, ihe road tryout. 
: | Several days of rehearsal are un- | 

aaa to date and players will be 


| paid on that basis for the unexpired | 
ore iS G@K | time. For the balance of the week. | 
players getting less than $100 will ! 


eek Expansion, 
Newsstand Sale 


W 


| receive $5 per day expenses. Should | ‘a 
nasil the play be postponed a_ second | 
week, because of March's illness. | or ll av 
Ticket buys entered into by Broad- | half salaries are payable, same go- ° 


way agencies are approaching the} ing for third week, while full sal- 


level of last winter, despite the aries would apply the fourth week. 


pre-Christmas period. 


lac k | 





Radical changes in the Actors 


Up to this week 11 buys were ar- Equity Assn. monthly pamphlet, with | 
ranged and three or four shows on], AH coTT ihe idea of establishing it as a mag- 


the current premiere cards are ex- | azine, is proposed by a group within 


pected to be added. Not all the | 


‘ 5 | the organization. Aim is ultimately 
shows on the list are hits and the | to place the house organ for public 
brokers have taken it on ‘tre chin. | | sale on newsstands. Whether mem- | 
However, that was not restricted to | bers would receive the monthly 

v ’ a ae 346 &C .¢ ! | 
redieae ehnwre 4 : ol | and what price is 
the weaker shows among ithe buys | | 
| 


during the past three weeks. 
Agencies were forced to get rid of | 


Sratis, as now, a t 
hoped to be charged to other readers, 
has not been determined. 





tickets at almost any price for most | Those active in the plans were re- 
of the standouts. —_——— minded that such a magazine might 
Shows and houses having buvs are: | , ; 9 be a costly experiment. Case in 
s ses nik g DUYS are: | . . > 
Ta Rather Be Right.’ Aivin« “Sucon | Philadelphia, Dec. 28. point was the attempt some years 
and God: Seat: ae et Re-rewritten, re-rehearsed and re- | aso by the White Rats to sell their 
a ee ee ne al} rehashed ‘Wine of Choice,’ S. N. agazine, The Player, on the news- 
Wag E ire: ‘Of M c « id M nn ‘ magazine, b ° : 
rnin Meant tire ice ane “-<", | Behrman comedy, didn’t choose to} stands. Stated that the effort cost 
M sic Box: ‘Betwee the Devil im - Z stands. olalec ire) 1€ I Cc 
Music Box, “between the Vevil, 4mM- | run at the Chestnut here last night | 4 $120.000 and vtenistins 
srial: ‘Hooray for What!’, Winter a : the union 2 an virtually 
perial, ooray lor What., inter} (Monday). Skedded opening was] wiped th Brel Tem Eee a 
Yarden: ‘Gold Boy.” Belasco: ‘Bar : | Wipec out ie Organization s surplus 
Garden, ‘Golden odd e1asco, Sar- |) pushed off until tomorrow (Wednes- | fund 
chester Towers,’ eck; ‘Three! day) Neer 
Jaltzes,’ ajestic; itry a8’ | an, a . lagazine committee pointed to the | 
Waltzes,’ Majestic; ‘Amphitryon 38,'| JlIness of Miriam Hopkins was} , loony eer ae ae , 
Shubert; ‘French Without Tears,’ | sjyen a the reason. although| ‘YP* © house organ gotten out by 
dit G4. 3 — - ot 4 ai . . } “as . 
Miller. Deal for the latter show is| Philly crix got a taste of what the Screen Actors Guild and _ its 


Latter, 
nature 


volume of business 
is entirely of a local 


however, 


a ‘buy as you please’ arrangement | was coming 
and the 


permitting no returns to the sox of-/|they got 
fice. | Woollcott, 


last Wednesday when 
notes from Alexander 
who was supposed to join 


Apparent willingness of brokers to | ‘he show here, asking that they put | ~ > 7 
e , . | of eir ee : 7 sed: 
make buys for 12-week periods for | ‘ ff their 0.0.-IN§ until Wednesday 
some shows was surprising. Agencies | 2S he felt he'd need warming before | 


PINS’ ASKS NEW 


the pro gander. 

Following telephoned confabs, the 
crix agreed to spurn the Woollcott 
request. Edwin H. Schloss, of the 
Record, replied: ‘If you sell tickets. 
we'll be there.” Which also may 
have had something to do with the 
hold-off. = 998 

Path was also stoney at the close 


had agreed to a four-week buy on 
‘Barchester Towers,’ but the man- 
agement had sold a number of the- 
atre parties and contended such per- 
formances could not be counted. For 
that reason the buy goes for six 
weeks Show is in its fifth week but 
reported likely to close before the | 
buy period is completed. | 





Unusual exception to the Actors’ 





lin Chicago last week, with two ; ; 
| Christmas Day performances post- Equity Assn. rules is being sought 
N ERMAN i'noned because of ‘illness of Leslie} by the management of ‘Pins and 
MARGARET BA N Banks.’ Needles,’ satirical revue being pre- 


| Understood the preem here was 








MAY TRY ‘BY WAY AGAIN | «ctvatiy postponed for even more sented by the International Ladies’ 

revision. Which means opening date |Gar™ment Workers’ Union, at the 

lon Broadway, set for Jan. 17, may | Labor Stage, N. Y., formerly the 

With ‘3 Waltzes’ having opened on | be pushed back to gauge reaction in Princess. Proposal w nage nave the 

Philly and Pittsburgh, where - it show continue on a_ part-Equity 

Broadway, Margaret Bannerman, opens Jan. 17 basis, with some of the cast joining | 

English star, who was originally in | ; . | the association and others retaining 
the operetta, is lingering in New or amateur status, 

York with another show in mind. ARMY OFFICER FTP For the seven members who are 

She would later return to London | said to have real talent, the union 


and do ‘Waltzes,’ as was her COAST UNIT DIRECTOR . ‘ould put up the $50 Equity initia- 


origi- 





nal intention. | tion fee and would pay the regular 

Tony Howard, her manager, is | Holty wood, Dec. 28. | Eauity Pomona nie ined pe 7 
currently en route back to London Col. Donald Connolly, USA. | nas peony : wmior te rr _s 
for a quickie, on other business.| moves into control as of Jan. 1 of | mere nan 1 ; x bag nel os sha 
Irvin Marks, Paris agent who is in-| five units of the Federal Theatre EAE PASS Wes “Srweys TO 


> . » ’ 
terested with Howard in the picture | Project in Southern California, in- garment er not actors.’ He 
t t ~ . » 
rights to the Shubert operetta, plans | cluaing theatres, music, writers, art stated the ILGWU intends to form 
returning to Paris, Jan. 5. | and historical sketches. with the new permanent acting company. 





—_ | zone extending from Santa Barbara! If the proposal is accepted and the 

| to the border. even leads join Equity the show 

Ceorges Banyai Pians | Linton Smith functions as coordi- | may be required to come under the 
j nator for a res ular stagehands and music union 
F h Pi B’ —_ lrules. At present ‘Pins’ is operating 
renc ay on way Nat'l Theatee C onference with a single stagehand and with 

——— music supplied by two pianos. In 

Georges Banyai is en route to Hol- | Feb. 17-19 in Seattle case the union rule is applied, hows | 
lywood on behalf of Cineplays, Vic-| Fifth annual meeting of the Na- | cver, four deckhands would be re- 
tor Katona's London agency, and also | tional Theatre Conference take quired backstage. Music union reg- 


to attempt casting ‘The Extravagant | place Feb. 17-19 at the University of | ulations call for 16 men in the pit, 
Capt. Brick,’ French play by Jean Washington, Seatile. Drama teach-|but an exception is likely in thi 

Blanchon which saw a limited pro- box in» public and private schools} case since the house seats only 299. 
duction in Cannes last year. Banyai }and colleges, along with directors | For ‘The Cradle Will Rock.’ which | 


talent of both 


plans a Broadway production with playwrights, and tarted with one pianist, four musi- | 
London capital. He was formerly |®™ateur and pi ofessional branches} ¢jans were agreed upon, but that 
associated with Gilt ert Miller abroad, | *f legit have been invited to attend l<how was not defined as a musical 
and also with Kurt Robitschek | Conference is called primarily for! -omedy, 

nei ' the rntt re ) 

Robitschek is another Paris-London } .,, re eT Wa h - Pe Sons on | ‘Pir tarted frankly as an ama- 
howman now on Broadway getting | Open, ond i open to revue, bu now giving nichtly 
a new Play et fo . pie ers aeci | erto ce Fi ity had m.en 
tled ‘P per, also of G € | , p tboat the. | tion of proselytizing for m bei 
aceon tre { t house ummer play nor { group, because the 

Banyi av bring wer Mire é 1¢ iil be dedicated during the | was already presented uncer Jabvo 
Perrey from Paris for his N. Y. try.] course of the conclave. | inion sp orshiy 


publication is not on the newsstands. | 


EQUITY STATUS 





Stagehands Increase Opposition 


Tap; Mors. Target? 


increasing within the 
New York ehands’ union, Local 
No. One, International Alliance of 
Theairical Siage Employees, a 


Agitation is 


46 , 
stag 


¢ainst 


the increased unemployment assess- 
ment. Few issues in year have 
raised such controversy within the 
organization's ranks. Extent i 


was indicated last 
1,600, virtually the en- 


which that is true 
week when 





tire membership, attended a meei- 
ing at which the question was con- 
sidered, 

It is charged that the inient of 
the resolution boosting the assess- 
ment was to place the burden on 
the producer and stage crew heads 
Rule requires that each working 
i stagehand lay ff two performances 
!so an unemployed member can fill 
in. Heads of departments must lay 
off a full day, amounting to a sixth 
|of a week’s pay. 

Wording of the resolution 1S 


claimed to be that the carpenter, 
electrician and props must not enter 
the house on the off day, unless his 


one-sixth, amounting to $13.50 per 


|man, is paid by the manager. It had 
| been said that the union would not 
insist on heads laying off so long as 
the deduction or donation was turned 
in. In most instances at least two 
| heads are kept on the job, wiih the 
management paying the expense. 

In the case of shows in which 


scene changes are important, all men 
are retained with the full unemploy- 
|}ment cost shouldered by the man- 
| Cost of operation in such cases 
|is sometimes upped as much as $150 
While union heads say such 
| outlays for a hit show should not 
| deter a producer, the added cost im- 
| posed on productions getting mod- 
| erate grosses may be a 
| fac tor. 

Quarrel within 
tween technicians 
week and deckhands, known as 
|clearers, who receive $54 a week. 
One department head expressed the 
feeling among his group when he 
said the union has become a char- 
| itable organization, Claim is that the 
| present situation is the result of a 
|merger dating back 15 years when 
the clearers, then a separate 
| were taken into Number One. 
Stagehands with jobs are not ade 
; veree to the order to lay off one per- 
[they are to aid the unemployed, 


ager. 


ja week, 


deciding 


union is be- 
$62.50 a 


the 
who get 


union, 


| 





They are trying to amend the reso- 
lution which doubled the lay-off 
time, even though it is claimed thet 
a number of those without jobs are 
incompetent. Unemployment prob- 
lem has been troubling the union 
| leaders for some time. They thoucht 
it was solved when the resolution 


vas adopted, but it appears that 
| most of those working did not at- 
| sone the session which voted the 


action, 
tion, 


Result is the present situu- 





There will be no meeting of the 
;union for another three weeks and 
the doubled lay-off must continue at 
least until that time. Petition in 
| protest to the new rule was not al- 
lowed, although it had enough sig- 
natures, 


Nixon, Pitt, Preps 
For Show Arrivals 





Pittsburgh, Dec. 28. 
After worst December in several 
years, with three dark weeks out of 





It With You’ comes 


in next Monday 
(3) for a week. 


| four, Nixon, town’s sole levit site, 
| is all set to roll again with flock 
: : . 

| of attractions already lined up. Ed- 
| die Dowling’s ‘Shadow and Sub- 
| stance’ opened last night (27) end 
| Boston company of ‘You Can't Tuke 


Pulitzer 
tentatively 
second 


Prize winner had 
set for a fortnicht 


been 
but 


stanza was cancelled when 

Theatre Guild decided to pluy out 
week of Jan. 10, with ‘Wine of 

| Choice’ coming in just prior to 
how's Broadway premiere. Coast 


troupe of ‘Room Service’ set for Jon. 
17 and then Nixon gets first musical 
ince season opened last December, 
‘Babe In Arms.’ 

{ Town has been clamoring for a 
ong-and-dance item for months and 


ld be an easy sellout 


e theatre } had flock of calls 

ce newspapers announced that hit 

would likely play here Jast of next 
month 
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Who Killed the Count? 


London, Dec. 20. 


D ited 1h 1 : °° i - ly \) _ is 
an ib } winald Pat 4 h \\ " 
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This Is at wenious murder pla 
showing po baffled by 
people who in turn, con! a 
rime. They cribe 
they accomplished the deed but none 
of their confessions tallies with the 
evidence. Story is disclosed through 


flashbacks, showing each version Of} gemanding to know who cooked his 


the ‘guilty’ person. A fourth person 
is ultimately convicted. 

Good character studies, and piece 
is entertaining, but overtalk and 
repetition apt to become monotonous 
The kids will probably like it as a 
Christmas treat. pantomimes an 


Plays Abroad 


children’s plays having taken a back | 


seat with them 

Parts are generally well 
with a certain amount of comic relie 
supplied by Kathleen 
Anthony Holles. George Merritt has 
the longest role, the long-suffering 
Scotland Yard representative. 


| 


actea 


PAINTED SPARROWS 


London, Dec. 20. 


voedy drama in three acts by Guy 
Paxion and I. \ Holle, Presented by the 
Forsyth Players at the Embassy, London, 
! » tr. hee _ 
Samuel Burk Hugh F. S. Casson 
Cieorge Prodger........ eee Derek Tansley 
Tom Lambert. ccccccectcttes Gordon Brown 
Annie Seteeveeeees .-Patsy Smart 
Byd Wie... .cccccccccsesess Richard Goolden 


Surah Burke Manning 
Gerald Durrant...cccccseess ..Owen Jones 
Rose Burke........ece058.-Monica Stutfield 
Bre, Darraut. oecccccesscsses ..Jane Bacon 


This is a rural comedy drama that 
just escapes being really good. Would 
make a better picture as too much 
dramatic license is employed in its 
present form. This could be over- 
come with the wider scenic possibili- 
ties of the screen. 

A cockney motorcyclist breaks 
down in the Sussex lanes, and puts 
up for the night at a farmhouse. 
Apart from host, hostess and daugh- 
ter, there are a couple of London 
Visitors—a mother and son ih ap- 
parently affluent circumstances. The 
farmer’s wife, taken in by the 
gentility of her boarders, despite 
having received no cash from them, 
hopes her daughter will marry the 
young ‘gentleman,’ and shoos off the 
local aspirant for her hand. 

The cyclist finds the town boy 
breaking open the farmer’s desk and 
stealing the cashbox containing $185. 
He is told the couple are penniless 
and have lived on their wits for 
years, dodging round different coast 
towns, always evading paying their 
bills. The mother, having tied the 
son to her apron strings, has refused 
to let him accept a mundane job, 
and they have resorted to stealing 
when their relatives have finally 
ceased résponding to their begging 
letters. Sympathizing, the man 
promises him a job at his garage, 
and the money is replaced. Next 
morning, however, the cash is miss- 
ing and the boy, realizing his mother 
has double-crossed him, takes the 
blame. But she conveniently suc- 
cumbs to a heart attack, after con- 
fessing to the farmer's wife. 

Richard Goolden makes the most 
of the kind-hearted East Ender role. 
and the young thief is realistically 


handled by Owen Jones. Characters | cocotte ought to behave 


ave interesting and true to type, and 
the whole makes for pleasing enter- 
tainment. Clem. 


Harrison an} 





KING’S BREAKFAST 


London, Dec. 20. 


rel " » . , Rita W 
i Miaut Marks presented by 
! "ITs rye mia 
. , ] ’ I niu i y Ch 
t 
( 7 
| 7 
\1 4oStua M re ( ‘ 
I { t 
Ml ) 
I ina i 1) \\ 1 
I 
i ied out lid 
yrillia icted romantic 
»? 1 on the mid-Victorian era 


» will undoubtedly receive 

yids from West End manager 

1 milar negotiations for N. Y 

‘or film use, it will have to be 
leansed somewhat 

Piece opens with Lord Pemberton 


breakfast. Apologies are immediately 
forthcoming that cook was ill and 
that scullery maid prepared meal 
She is sent for and congratulated 
by him on the finest breakfast he had 
ever eaten 

They are talking rather animatedly 


vhen Milord’s sister, who takes care | 


of the household enters and promptly 
l *~s the maid. The latter come 
to say goodbye to her master and he 
‘ives her the key to his London 
house, telling her to take charge until 
he arrives, to which she responds: 
‘There is more in this than meets the 
eye’—and there is 

There is no attempt to idealize the 
heroine; she is a simple, sincere 


| quick-witted girl with good impulses, 








who says frankly that by becoming | 


the mistress of a very influential 
English nobleman she is enabled to 
meet the best people 

Leueen Macgrath is delightful in 
the role of the maid. 

Jack Hawkins, as the Lord, is also 
very effective. while the rest of the 
cast also performs commendably. 

Jolo. 


Egyetlen Ejszakara 
(For a Single Night) 
Budapest, Dec. 19 


Comed n three acts by Imre BFri-Halasz, 
Music by Dezsu Losuncazy., At the Andrassy, 
Budapes 
Panlette . ‘(gttiddsbetees desc 2s 
Mirni eeceeesosoes Manya Kiss 
PEOE sc ccseccenesesoees Miklos Hajmassy 
IKKurt : oe Tivadat Billkesy 
Victoria Piroska Vaszary 
Christa , ° , weoee- Mrzsi Barsony 
Walter cosscessons SGRMavy Partes 
MCR. kxcwssecnaes eersvecas ».%4, Molnar 


Bright and refreshing, with plenty 
of laughs, this is an unpretentious 
comedy which ought to make its way 
abroad. Eri-Halasz, who scored his 
first big success a few years ago with 
‘A Kiss and No More.’ knows how to 
concoct this type of frothy, bubbling 
farcical comedy, with a few music 
numbers, which has entirely taken 
the place of large-scale operetta here. 

Action starts on a pleasure cruise 
in the Mediterranean, where Peter 
and Paulette meet by being thrown 
into each others’ arms by the sway- 
ing boat. Peter, charming, phi- 
landerer-aristocrat, explains to Paul- 
ette that there is nothing more 
wonderful than to love for a single 
nicht. 

Paulette, also a aristocrat, and a 
divorcee, falls for him and grants 
him the single night, hoping that he 
won't be able to give her up. When 
Peter calmly prepares to say fare- 
well next morning, she is furious. 
Mimi. a cocotte who is also on board, 
traveling under the assumed name 
of Countess Walewska, thinks that 
Paulette is in the same boat, merely 
pretending to be a countess. She 
teaches her how a _ self-respecting 
if a man 
treats her like that. 

Paulette, pretending to be a 
cocotte, disgusts Peter, who can't for- 
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-| eral catchy numbers. 





set her. She turns up at the mounta’n 
resort where Peter has just become 
engaged to a society girl and em- 
barrasses him. Only when Peter has 
| broken off his engagement and 1s 
determined to marry her, does she 
allow him to learn her true identity. 

Situatio. ; and characters” are 
/amusin.’, there is wit in the dialog, 
and no dull moments. Score has sev- 
Maria Lazar is 
| fascinating and has a fine sense of 
humor. Manya Kiss has temperament 
and a keen sense of comedy. Cast is 
very good all around and the pro- 
| duction has tempo. 


Holnap Agyben Marad 
(‘Stay in Bed Tomorrow’) 
Budapest, Dec. 19 


A very good idea for a satirical 
|} comedy, but not developed as clever- 

ly as it might be. Starting point is 
|} where most comedies of recent years 


end; play begins with the wealthy 
bank president getting a divorce 


|from his first wife to marry his 
modest, unspoiled, devoted typist. 

In the second act typist has been 
| transformed into exactly the same 
| type of shallow, extravagant, cos- 
meticky woman as the first wife. 
| Same lounge lizard who was first 
| wife’s lover now makes love to the 
|} second. She is on the point of be- 
|coming his mistress and. getting 


| wholly estranged from her husband | 


| when a bad cold and a day spent in 


| The doctor who sends her to bed 
| happens to be her boy 

| early typewriting days and reminds 
| her that she started out to be modest, 
| honest and after 


striving higher 


ideals. 


bankruptcy menace. 

Third act takes place at a beauty 
shop a la ‘Women,’ and reconcilia- 
tion scene is enacted to the hum of 
the hair-dryer helmet. 

Ida Turay is better suited to act 
the typist before the transformation. 
Sophisticated vamp is not in her 
| line. There are a few witty lines, 
but not enough to last out the eve- 
ning. It seems a pity that better 
things haven’t been done with this 
amusing idea for a plot, which has 
good picture makings. 


| Passeggiata Col Diavolo 
(‘A Walk With The Devil’) 
Rome, Dec. 20. 


Drama in three acts by Guido Cantini 
Produced by the Emma Graminatica Com- 
pany at the Quirino theatre, Rome. Star- 
ring Emma Grammatica, Irma Gratmmatica, 
and Sandro Ruffini, 


Play is a good showoff piece for 
the two Grammatica sisters, who 
play the parts of sisters on the stage. 
One has become a famous singer, but, 
at the outset of the play, finds her- 
self at the end of her career, home- 
less, friendless, with nothing left to 
her but memories of a glorious past 
and a distinct fondness for alcohol. 

The other has married a prince. 
and now finds herself a widow, living 
on her estate with Fabio, her adopted 
son, Her marriage has been child- 
less and as Fabio is the only person 
on whom she can shower her affec- 
tions, she guards him jealously. 

The existence of the outside world 
is therefore sprung upon Fabio with 
great suddenness when the once- 
famous and wordly sister. Anna, pays 
Vera a visit. Anna awakens all the 
latent sense of rebellion in Fabio, and 
he suddenly rises up against being 
tied down. There is a terrific scene 
between the two sisters, leaving Vera 
worrying whether her love for Fabio 
has not been too fiercely jealous. Her 
genuine love for him finally prompts 
her to allow him to go. 

The sisters are then reconciled. 

Play has some very dramatic mo- 
ments, but on the whole is not con- 
vincing. Fabio’s hermit existence 
doesn’t ring true, nor does his quick 
about face after his talk with the 
aunt. Play seems as if it was pro- 
duced only because it was good ve- 
hicle for the Grammatica sisters. 


Questi Poveri Amanti 
(‘These Poor Lovers’) 
Rome, Dec. 20 





Co ly in three acts by Vincenzo Vier 
| Produced by Ruggerv LRuggeri’s companys 
} it the Argentina, 
| Dario V¢ncetaeteusnaee ° Ruggero |} 

Graziella, his wife......... .-- Laura ¢ 
Federico WEETTTILILTLIL TL Carte Lombard 
Signora Bonnet.....-. ° bann Marc 


| This is one triangle play in which 
the betrayed husband holds the up- 
per hand. Not that Dario is exactts 
a betrayed husband, for he manage 
things so well that the affair be- 
tween his wife and his friend. Fed 
'erico, ‘these poor Ivers, neve 
}comes off. 
| Dario is quite a bit older than hi! 
wife, and so fond of her that he has 
not left her since they were mar- 
ried. But there comes a time for 
j}him to go on a business trip. and he 
|decides to leave her home. But he 
misses his train. and as he returns 
home, he sees his wife going out. 
As it is late, he has every reason to 


friend of 


Husband, being on the brink | 
| of bankruptcy, she sudd_nly remem- | 
bers that she really loves him and | 
remains by his side to help pass the | 


_| hour, sust @S suave Sebo ict 1ci— °° °«&~«€&«~”}©€© — 





Inside Stuff—Legit 


Before Irwin Shaw's ‘Siege’ was presented by Norman Bel Geddes re- 
cently at the Longacre, N. Y., Gilbert Gabriel, former drama critic of the 
N. Y. American, expressed his opinion that unless the play was changed 
it had a good chance for the Pulitzer Prize. Show reached the boards 
considerably altered, however. Author gave full authority for revisions 
to Chester Erskin, whom he selected as director, 

Booking of the Longacre for the show was ona rental basis. Producer 
agreed to pay $1,000 weekly for three weeks. However, the house was 
used less than a week, as the play closed after five performances. 








Van Heflin 
Son, N : 
for RKO 


pact 


in ‘Western Waters,’ which opened (Tuesday) at the Hud- 
recently came east from Hollywood, where he made five pictures 
Didn't like the stories the studio gave him, so he bought up the 
Claims the deal took all the money earned in the five pix. . Accord- 
ing to the agreement, if he signs with another studio, RKO gets 10% of 
his earnings for the next three years. 
‘Western Waters’ was formerly called 
Chum. Presented by Elsa Moses. 


‘Tough t’ Chaw,” then ‘Stan M’ 


| Combination of Fredric March and John Cromwell (respective star and 
| director 


of ‘Yr Obedient Husband,’ slated to open next week at the 
| Broadhurst, N. Y., results from a long friendship. Before going to Holly- 


| wood, Cromwell staged a number of Broadway plays Zave March 
a juvenile part when the actor first came to New York i:om Wisconsin. 
Good business done by ‘Husband’ during its road tryout is credited to 
March’s film popularity. In ‘Husband’ March co-stars with his 
| Florence Eldridge, Play was formerly called ‘A Christian Hero,’ 
right in ‘Of Mice and Men’ at the Music Box, N. Y., is so realistically 
staged, actors who take part are continually getting banged up. Most 
serious injury was suffered by Broderick Crawford, couple of weeks ago, 
when he was knocked off balance by Sam Byrd, fell and sprained his ankle. 
Actor didn’t miss any performances, but walked with a cane for several 
days. Besides an assortment of minor bumps, Byrd has received a cut lip, 
severely bruised ribs and last week all the hair was torn off 
} on his arm when Crawford grabbed him by the wrist, 
| 


wile, 


| 


a large spot 


Adele Dixon, making her American debut in ‘Between The Devil,” at 
the [mperial, N. Y., is reported remaining on the stage against her hus- 
band’s wishes. He is Ernest Schwaiger, connected with Cartier’s abroad, 
but was transferred to the N. Y. shop because of Miss Dixon’s appear- 
| ances here , 

Comedienne played in ‘Anything Goes’ in London, with John Gielgud 
in Shakespearean revivals and appeared in ‘Anything Goes,’ ‘The Good 


| Companions,’ 





Cort theatre, N. Y., marked the 25th year of its operation last week. 
| House was built by the late John Cort who was one of the best known 
showmen in the northwest. Barney Klawans, who was a box office man 
| in Seattle, came east to manager the theatre, a post he held until it was 
taken over by the Shuberts. Klawans is now in charge of legit shoW 
activities of Warners, 





John Held, Jr., says the report that ‘The Funnies,’ written by him and 
Marie Baumer, would be produced on the Coast by William Keighley and 
| Homer Curran is ‘incorrect, irrelevant, immaterial and hearsay,’ adding that 
| the final script has not been typed, 
| Artist fears the report might affect Broadway producers ‘who are wail- 
ling patiently with all their lovely money’ to put on the play. 


Annual presentation of the Revels and Boar’s Head and Yule Log cere- 
monies at Hoosac School (an exclusive preparatory institution for boys in 
northern New York) brought out publicity anent Burgess Meredith having 
played the jester in the ceremony a dozen years ago. Registered at Hoosac 
as Oliver Burgess Meredith, the legit player studied there from 1923 to 
1926, but did not receive a dipioma. 





‘Pins and Needles,’ now on a nightly performance basis, has extreme 
contrasts in types of audiences, House is sold out on some nights to locals 
of labor unions and similar groups, and on other nights gets considerable 
sable trade. Show came in for a two-page spread from Life mag last 
week, Vogue and other slicks are also going for the labor show, 


Justice George W. Maxey, of the Pennsylvania Supreme Court, friend of 
show business, is mentioned as the next Governor of his home state. 
Justice Maxey, it is held, is in line for the Republican nomination for 
Governor and stands an excellent chance of being elected if he runs, 





Cast of ‘Many Mansions,’ at the 44th Street, N. Y.. responded to curtain 
calls Christmas Eve by singing ‘Silent Night.’ Audience joined in, many 
being visibly affected. Same thing was done the following night (Christ- 
mas). ‘Mansions’ is a religious drama. 


7% 
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be suspicious, and follows her. 

Graziella goes to the house of Fed- 
erico, with whom she thinks herself 
in love. But once with him, she be- 
gins to have her doubts and is busily 
maneuvering for time when the 
doorbell rings. Graziella just has 
time to leave the room when her 
husband enters. 


But Dario has decided not to play 
the part of the jealous husband. He 
maneuvers the would-be or might- 
have-been lovers into one position 
after another in which they look ex- 
tremely foolish. He torments them 
|with uncertainty, making lots of 
| little insinuating remarks, but never 
| letting them know that he is aware 
| of the situation. 


| He finds suave reasons for turning 
j}up at his friend’s at such a strange 











Mgt.: LOU CLAYTON 
Columbia Studio, H’wood 











| going home for the next 10 hours, 
ao leaving his wife in agonies of 
| 








Season 1937-38 


MARTIN BROONES 


Presents 


CHARLOTTE \ 
GREENWOOD 


In the Thrill Comedy 
“LEANING ON LETTY” 


doubt and fear. Finally, a certain 
Signora Bonnet turns up to clear up 
yme mistake about stolen baggage 
yy the train on which Dario was to 
have left. 
| At this point the general atmos- 
phere becomes so full of mystery 
fand suspicion that ‘the poor lovers’ 
‘crack under the strain: Federico 
praty the scene, and Graziello as | 
good as promises that she will never | 
}do what she didn’t do anyway. 
Hubby wins on all fronts. 


Play is good entertainment as both Mise Greenwood combines dra- 
dialog and situations are cleverly mnt Cettnees With capital yor atenstig 
. ° ° t t “oOo elie Yr > 1 r im 
handled. Ruggero Ruggeri in lead- a re ee ee 


Philadelphia Inquirer 


ing part was full of su sties < 
I ' f subtleties and Now Playing 2ad Wk., Wilbur, Boston 


tricks. 1 
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Miriam 


Hopkins $13,000, Chicago: 


195 














Tovarich $11,500, Take It’ $5,500 


— 


Chicago, Dec. 28. 
New shows in the legit list are 
‘when Chicago Was Young,’ at the 
Studebaker, and, at the Erlanger, 

Helen Hayes in ‘Victoria Regina.’ 
Going out was ‘Wine of Choice,’ 
scramming town after two big The- 
atre Guild sessions, despite upturned 
noses on the critics. ‘You Can't Take 


+ 


It with You’ started advertising ‘last |} 


weeks. Has_ been here 47 
now, and will make it a full year, 
anyway, before leaving the loop. 
‘Tovarich’ came in to buck the pre- 
Xmas session last week and turned 
a miracle in show biz by doing 


in é 
just that. Both show and Eugenie 
eontovich drew the biggest rave | 


notices of the season. 

WPA is opening ‘See Naples and 
Die’ at the Blackstone this week. 
Harry Minturn, chief of the local 
project, is hunting up other plays 
for local production shortly. Ballet 
Russe at the Auditorium, concluding 
a 15-day clean-up, is figuring to 
close around $60,000 on its stay. 

Estimates for Last Week 


‘Tovarich,’ Selwyn (1,000; $2.75) 
(2d week). Opened last week to 
strong $11,500. Will jump several 


grand above that figure. 

‘When Chicage Was Young,’ Stude- 
baker (1,300; $2.20) (ist week). 
Locally produced show opened Sun- 


day (26) after some early produc- 
tion troubles. Written by Alice 
Gerstenberg. 


‘Wine of Choice,’ Erlanger (1,300; 


$2.75). Finished a two-week stay 
here and scrammed eastward. 
Notices were weak, but American 


Theatre Society subscription and the 
Miriam Hopkins name held it to 
good $13.000. ‘Victoria Regina,’ with 
Helen Hayes, opened last night 
(Monday) and is a cinch for capacity 
biz. Top is $3.30. 

‘You Can't Take It with You,’ Har- 
ris (1,000: $2.75) (47th week). Be- 
ginning to reach the end of its stay: 
slumped to $5,500. 

WPA 

‘Devil's Disciple,” Great Northern. 

‘See Naples and Die,’ Blackstone. 
Opens tomorrow (Wednesday ). 


TONIGHT 8:30’ $13,000 
IN 14 TIMES, ST. LO0 


St. Louis. Dec. 28. 


weeks | 





After One Dark Week, 
4 Shows Relight Hub 


Bostcen, Dec. 28 
Following a week of blank boards 
the legit season again perked over 


last weekend when Charlotte Green- 
wood opened in ‘Leaning on 
at the Wilbur and ‘Right This 


Letiy’ 


Way’ 


;} unveiled at the Shubert. 


Abbey Players began a repertoire 
for two weeks at the Copley, includ- | 


}ing ‘Far Off Hills, this week, and | 
i}‘Juno and the Paycock’ Jan. 3-5;| 





jlast night (Monday). 





but. 
'at holiday time, postponement is go- 


Legit is on a steady upbeat in this | 


neck of the woods. Despite the busi- 


ness recession, goofy weather and 
counter attractions. the American 
theatre, town’s only legit house, is 


drawing ‘em in droves. Thus far 
natives have responded, and for eight 
shows have deposited approximately 
$120,000 at the b.o. Season still has 
10 more weeks to go, and it looks 
like swell black figures on the ledger 
at the finish. 

‘Tonight at 8:30.. drawing praise 
from local crix, enjoyed a nice run, 
withstanding stiff opposish from the 


Yale University Dramatic Club, 
Yehudi Menuhin, pro boxing and 
wrestling, all held within a few 


blocks of the theatre. 
Estimate fer Last Week 

‘Tonight at 8:30,’ American (1.707; 
$2.50). Fourteen performances end- 
ing Thursday (23) netted $13.000 for 
good biz, despite stiff opposish and 
bad weather. Current is ‘Brother 
Rat.’ which began Saturday (25) and 
remains eight days. 


‘Regina’ $10,000, Toledo; 
‘Women,’ 2 Stands, $6,200 


Toledo, Dec. 28. 

Majority of touring shows did not 
play last week, laying off because of 
the Christmas theatre slack. But sev- 
eral gave two or three performances. 
‘Victoria Regina’ played two per- 
formances at Toledo, grossing $10,000. 
Originally an evening show’ was 
scheduled and it was sold out in ad- 
vance. Matinee was added later and 
did not reach capacity. ‘The Women’ 
was dark most of the week, but 
played three performances in Dayton 
and Louisville for $6,200 in the two 
stands. 











| 
} 


Under the rules. players in shows | 


laying off before Christmas receive 
no pay. In instances where some 
performances are piven, they are 
Paid pro-rata, one-eighth of a week 
for each showing. 


Balto Comes to Life: 
‘Stop Over,’ ‘Mulberry’ 


Baltimore, Dec. 28. 
Town was dark last week, but has 


—— legit houses open currently. 
reem of ‘Stop Over’ is at Ford's 
and 


nd ‘Moon Over Mulberry Street’ at 
sue indie Maryland. Fair sale for 
both, with the balance of the week 
uncertain, 

ty Spring Thaw,’ new Max Gordon 
ah S set at Ford’s for next week, 
R _ George Abbott's latest pre- 
roadway effort, ‘All That Glitters,’ 
announced for the Maryland the 
week of Jan. 10, 


| 


| urday night (Christmas). 


| Guild's 


‘Playboy of Western World,’ Jan. 6- | 
8. Housemaster’ reopened at the 
Plymouth. 
Cornelia Otis Skinner is slated for | 
Jan. 3 opening at the Colonial in | 
‘Edna His Wife.’ 
Estimates for Last Week | 
Abbey Players, Copley (1,038) (1st | 
week). Irish troupe brought its rep- 
| 
| 


ertory in for two weeks, opening 


‘Housemaster,’ Plymouth (1.480; 
$2.75) (4th week). After three weeks 
at the Wilbur and a week's layoff, 
this Ian Hay comedy reopened last 
night (Monday) for a continued run. 

‘Leaning on Lett:,’ Wilbur (1,227) 
(2d week). Charlotte Greenwood- 


starrer opened last Saturday night 
(Christmas ). 
‘Right This Way,’ Shubert (1,590) 


(2d week). Musical also bowed Sat- 





PHILLY ALIGHT: | 
ROADSHOW TEST 





Philadelphia, Dec. 28. 
Philly will have four legit houses | 


|open tomorrow night (Wednesday ). 


That situation was figured as starting | 
last night (Monday), but the Theatre 
production of ‘Wine of| 
Choice,’ with Miriam Hopkins 
Leslie Banks, postponed its local de- 
Being a subscription show and 


and 


ing to give the boys at the b.o. plenty 
of headaches trying to keep ticket- | 
holders satisfied later on during the 
two weeks’ engagement. 

Shows running are ‘Babes in 
Arms,’ Forrest; ‘Brother Rat,’ Locust, 
and ‘Having Wonderful Time,’ Er- 
langer. Local theatre men are watch- 
ing the records of these shows. They 
are all Broadway hits, but none have 
big marquee names. Of late, Philly 
hasn't done much except for hits 
with names, like Cornell, Hayes, 
Howard, etc. Guild piece, with Hop- 
kins, is figured a natural. Engage- 
ments of the other three are all in- 
definite, two of them announcing 
‘limited’ and the other not even set- 
ting a date. ; 

Tryout, ‘Shadow and Substance. 
is listed at the Chestnut Jan. 10 and 
the Abbey Players are figured for 
the Locust a week or so after that. 
Hepburn’'s ‘Jane Eyre’ is still persist- 
ently mentioned for the Chestnut 
Jan. 24. but that’s figured just one of 
those things. Show is said to be 
definitely off. George Abbott comedy 
production has also been reported for 
January, house not given. 





Estimates for Last Week 

‘Babes in Arms,” Forrest (2.000: 
$3.42). Opened Friday (Xmas Eve). 
No chance to get a line on it. First 
house was just so-so, but sale is 
perking. 

‘Brother Rat,’ Locust (1.400; $2.85). 
Opened Saturday night (25): brings 
Locust back to the ranks of the legit 
as one of the chain controlled by the 
Shuberts. 

‘Having Wonderful Time,’ Frianger 
(1,859: $2). Road company opened 
last night (Monday) for an indefinite 
run. 


‘Wine of Cheice,’ Chestnut (1.646: 
$3.30). Beaucoup script and other 
trouble with this, with the Guild 





board of strategy on hand to try to 
iron out the wrinkles. Skedded to 
preem last night (Monday). but now 
announced for tomorrow night (Wed- 
nesday ). 


Big Week for B’klyn | 
Brooklyn, Dec. 28. 
Three shows here, two in down- 


town area, third in Brighton Beach, 
and e.ch should do nicely this week. | 
‘Old Maid’ at Werba’s Brooklyn, with | 

and stiff holiday | 
figured to gross a} 

At the Brighton, | 
will yet an | 


matinees 
night prices, is 
profitable $7.000 
‘Pursuit of Happiness’ 
okav $5,000. 

Majestic has ‘Hollywood Hotel Re- | 
vue.’ starring Willie and Eugene | 
Howard and Helen Morgan. antici- 
pating healthy $17,000. | 


several 





Current Road Shows 


Week of Dec. 27 
Abbev Plavers, Con!le Bos- 
lO 
‘Babes in 
Philadelpt 

‘Brother 
Philadelphia 

‘Brother Kat,’ 
Louis. 

*‘Housemaster,’” Plymouth, 
Boston. 

‘Leaning on Letty’ (Charlotte 
Greenwood), Wilbur, Boston. 

‘Mecon Over Mulberry  St.,’ 
Maryland, Baltimore. 

‘Old Maid,’ Werba 
N. Y 

‘Pursuit of Happiness,’ Brigh- 
ton, B: N. ¥. (36) 

‘Right Way,’ Shube 
Boston 

‘Room Service,’ Cox, Cincin 
nati 
‘Room Service,’ City Aude 
Montgomery, Ala. (27); Temple, 
Birmingham (28-29): Bijou, 
Chattanooga (30); Erlanger, At 
lanta (31-1). 

‘Richard W’ (Maurice Evans), 
Royal Alexandra, Toronto 

‘Shadow and Substance’ 
(Cedric Hardwicke, Julie Hay- 
don), Nixon, Pittsburgh. 

‘Spring Thaw’ (Roland 
Young), National, Washington, 
A ee 

‘Stage Deor’ 
Cass, Detroit 

‘Stop - Over,’ 
more. 

‘Tebacco Road,’ 
Paso (27-28); Orpheum, Phoe- 
nix (29); Rialto, Tucson (29); 
Aude, Palm Springs (31); Aude, 
Riverside, Cal. (1). 

‘Tonight at 8:30,’ 
Milwaukee. 


Arms,’ Forrest, 
Rat,’ Locust  St., 


American, St 


Brookly: 


mwnton 


This 


(Joan Bennett), 


Ford's,  Balti- 


Liberty, El 


Davidson, 


‘Tovarich’ (Eugenie Leon- 
tovich), Selwyn, Chicago. 
‘Victoria Regina’ ‘Helen 


Hayes), Erlanger, Chicago. 

‘Wine of Choice’ (Miriam 
Hopkins), Chestnut, Philadel- 
phia. 

‘Women,’ Ryman Aude, Nash- 
ville (27): Erlanger, Atlanta 
(28-29); Temple, Birmingham 
(30); Aude, Memphis (31-1). 

‘Having Wonderful Time,’ Er- 
langer, Philadelphia. 

‘Yes, My Darling Daughter, 
Biltmore, Los Angeles. 

‘You Can't Take It With You,’ 
Harris, Chicago. 

‘You Can't Take It With You,’ 
Hanna, Cleveland. 

‘You Can't Take It With You,’ 
St. Charles, New Orleans, 


‘HUSBAND’ $15,000, DET.; 
STAGE DOOR’ CURRENT 


Detroit, Dec. 28. 

Despite the usual pre-Xmas lull. 
‘Yr. Obedient Husband’ garnered 
around $15,000 on eight perform- 
ances last week at the Cass here. 
Pretty nice in view of the season and 
the fact that ‘Victoria Regina’ the 
previous week had taken the town 
for an s.r.o. $30,000. 

Current is ‘Stage Door,’ which 
opened a week stand last night 
(Monday ). J 

Estimate for Last Week 

‘Yr. Obedient Husband,’ Cass (1.- 
400: $2.75 top). Grabbed nice $15,000 
despite pre-Xmas lull. 


One Show Out 


One show is definitely announced 
to close on Broadway this week, 
‘French Without Tears’ going off at 
the Miller Saturday (1). London 
import will have completed an en- 
gagement of 14 weeks. Class draw 
averaged 











LEGITIMATE GROSSES 





Bway Expects Harvest Next Week: 


VARIETY 


ee 


~ ‘Devil’ 3 Waltzes New Musicals; 
‘Right’ 316, ‘Hooray’ 256, Lunts 196 





| (Lunts may add matinees of ‘The Sea | 


|} week) (C-1,214-$3.30). 





| 





| 
' 
| 
| 


$10,000 weekly for much | 


of the way, but slipped down about ; 





50° after Thanksgiving. Total gross for a total of 12 per- 
estimated around $116,000. formances, 
Sn Estimates for Last Week 

Buffalo’s New Theatre ‘Lady Precious Stream. Phil-! 

harmonic (2700; $2.20) ¢2d_ fina! 

; Buffalo, Dec. 28 week). Opened mildly but hit its 

Studio Players opened their new) |. C} nee ae? 
theatre with ‘Candida’ this week. | S“7G€ \2'sima ao+ WH Crone 0 
New house is a former West Side $7.000 on tap for first three days. 
church remodeled to seat 700, at a, Advance indicates oke returns tor | 

ley ¢ remainder of run 
cost of approximately $30,000 - 

Plant 1 28 eit bd demands ceil ‘Yes, My Darling Daughter, Bilt- 
1: z — “Rs - . ee ET more (1.656: $2.75) (2d week) 
class rooms for the Studio school Opened Xmas day to satisfactory 

trade and duplicated biz on Sunday 
aera ssi ee me _ for very good $4,000 on the two 
FRENCH WITHOUT TEARS days. Engagement ie for three! 
Opened Sept. 28. Notices veeks, with an extra midnight show 
were divided, but most critics |New Year's Eve 
thought it light but amusing. WPA 
/thinsen (Times): ‘Se light it ‘Androcles and the Lion, Holly- 


almest floats out of the theatre. 


Andersen (Journal): Genial 
and diverting stuff.’ Watts 
Tribune): ‘First pleasure of 
new season.” Varitty (Abel) 


‘It's Jight alright. Toa much so.’ 











looks for ¢ 
week, climaxed by 
Friday the 
yvecause the first day of 


Saturday 


Broadway 
Year’s Eve 
itself But 

1238 fall 


chary 


New 


and holiday 


showmen were 


ot inserting extra matinee 


afternoons tl 


than 


ire fewer added lan fol 


iny season in more a decade 
Only 


matinee 


five 
whereas in 
shows played 


nows announce an extra 
other years a 
dozen nine times be- 
Christmas and New Year’ 
ind some standouts gave and 
five afternoon each 


Monday night claimed 


tween 
four 
performances 
(27) it was 


that some of the hits that slipped had | 


returned to virtual capacity. 
were plenty of visitors in 


There 
town on 


that day, with rain Tuesday tending | 


to hold down 
dayites. 


the number of holi- 
Two musicals joined the list last 


week, and while both drew a divided 


press, fairly favorable chances are 
indicated. ‘Between the Devil,’ at 
the Imperial, and “Three Waltzes,’ 
Majestic, were newcomers. They in- 
creased the meagre list of a mere 
four tuners. Because of that, the 
arrivals’ chances may be enhanced. 
First full week of ‘Tell Me Pretty 
Maiden’ at the Mansfield was light. 


New shuffle of holiday cards and 
the postponement of ‘Yr Obedient 
Husband’ because of Fredric March's 
illness will see more incomers next 
week than currently. Card includes 
‘Time and the Conways,’ Ritz: ‘Right 
This Way.’ 46th Street; ‘Stop Over,’ 
Lyceum; ‘Greatest Show on Earth,’ 
Playhouse; ‘Tortilla Flat,’ house un- 
announced; probably ‘Husband,’ 
Broadhurst; also the London Inti- 
mate Opera Co., Little; ‘The Cradle 
Will Rock,’ Windsor thad given sev- 
eral special Sunday performances) 
and ‘One Third of a Nation,’ Adelphi, 
WPA-er. 

Only slated closing 
‘French Without Tears,’ Millar. Most 
touring productions were dark 
week as indicated, but some guve one 
to three performances. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Amphitryon 38," Shubert 

week) (C-1,387-$3.30). 


Guild’s ace attraction 


this week is 


(9th 
Theatre 
this season 


Gull); rated around $19,000. 


‘Barchester Towers,’ Beck (5th 
Layed off two 
performances last week; in six times 
the takings were quoted at $7,000; 
unless perking up materially may go 
off. 

‘Between the Devil,’ Imperial (2d 
week) (M-1,468-$4.40). Drew mixed 
notices at midweek premiere; agen- 
c_2s made ticket buy for new musical. 

‘Brother Rat,’ National (55th week) 
(C-1,164-$3.30). Business after this 


week will determine continuance; 
down around $4,500 but attraction 
breke even at pace. 

‘Father Malachy’s Miraele,’ St. 
James (7th week) (C-1,520-$3.30). 





‘STREAM, REED 


OKAY INL. A. 


Los Angeles. Dec. 28. 

full after 
being dormant for number of months. 
Biltmore relighted (25) with Flor- 
ence Reed in ‘Yes, My Darling 
Daughter,’ in for three weeks’ 
journ, while Merle Armitage is pre- 


enting 


Legit is in swing again 


SO0- 


wood Playhouse All negro 
playing to satisfactory holiday trade 

‘Ready! Aim! Fire! Mayan. Moved 
follow 
Playhouse. 

‘The Treasure, ‘Musart Pi; 
Dec. 24-25-26 in Yiddish. Repeut 
English (31-1-2), 


nere 


ved 


cleanup this. 


There 


last | 


° - a | 
‘Lady Precious Stream’ at the | 
| Philharmonic 


cast 


ing healthy run at Holly- 


Ticket saie extends into February: 
unusual co.nedy expected to make 
goodly stay; approximates $11,000 
a‘vtain 
‘French Without Tears, JM jler 
(14th week) (C-944-$3.30) Final 
week: pace slumped after J <S- 
iving: to around $5,000 
‘Ghost of Yankee Doodle, Guild 
1 (G 1 week (C-844-$3.30). With ‘Wine 
of Choice’ still on tou current 
how is staying beyond ib ption 
period; fair at $10,000 
‘Golden Boy,’ Belasco (Sth week) 
(D-1,” 10-$3.30) Among the seasons 
better bets, with indications of sea- 
on’s stay; good at $14,000 


‘Having Wonuerful Time,’ Lyceum 
| (49th, week) (C-961-$3.30). Expected 
| to move to another house next week 
( gad company opened in Philly last 
Monday, 27); picked up somewhat 
| last week: $7,000. 
| ‘Hooray for What!’ Winte: 
| (5th week) (M-1,671-$4.40) 
from now on figured. to 
| runner-up for gross honors 
} ines around $25,000 

‘I'd Rather Be Right,’ Alvin ‘9th 
week) (M-1,355-$4.40). One of few 
shows in town that sold out Christ- 
mas eve; gross leader again topped 
$31.000. 

‘Many Mansions,’ 44th Street (10th 
week) (D-1,323-$3.30) Staying on 


Garden 
Business 
perk up; 
W ith tuk- 


indefinitely; some talk of changing 
name of drama about clergymen; 
parties and good holiday; claimed 


‘ver $6,500. 

‘Of Mice and Men,’ Music Box (6th 
v eek) (D-1,019-$3.30). Held pace of 
previous week, with gross approach- 
ing $13,000; should materially im- 
prove. 

‘One Thing After Another,’ Fulton 
(Ist week) (C-913-$3.30). Presented 
by Walter Craig; written by Sheldon 
Noble and producer; also called ‘Barn 
Storm’ and ‘You've Got Something 
There’; opened last night ‘(Tues- 
day ). 

‘Room Service,’ Cort (33d week) 
(C-1,059-$2.30). Slightly improved 
| J week by virtue of strong holi- 
| day, but under expected pace; $10,- 
000; should jump this week. 

‘Straw Hat,’ Bayes (Ist week) (C- 
| 700-$3.30). Presented by Nat Burns: 
| written by Kurt Unkelbach; first 
'l ‘t show in roof house in some 
time, ovens tomorrow (Thursday). 

‘Susan and Gol,’ Plymouth (13th 
week) (CD-1,306-$3.30). One of the 
| strongest draws of the season and 
|: ould play into warm weather; not 
|} rnuch under capacity: $19,000. 

‘The Star Wagen,’ Empire (14th 
week ) (CD-1,096-$3.30 ). Another 
| favorite assured of running: business 





| 


| «cntinuously profitable, with last 
week’s takings again better; over 
$15,000 

‘The Women,’ Barrymore (53rd 
week) (C-1,048-$3.30). Passed the 
year mark and while considerably 


off lately should get good share ef 
holiday trade; rated bit over $8,000 
last week. 

‘Tell Me, Pretty Maiden,’ Mansfield 
(3rd week) (C-1.019-$3.30). Drew 
mixed notices, with business first 
week disanpointing; estimated under 
$5,000. 

‘Three Waltzes,” Majestic (ist 
week) (O-1,753-$3.30.) Opened Sature- 
day (25) with Monday’s notices 
divided; fair chance indicated for 
operetta, 

‘Tobacco Road,” Forrest 
| week) (C-1,107-$1.655. Not ritich last 
|. eek until Saturday; takings under 
$5,500, but show probably made some 
profit. 

‘Yes, My Larling Daughter,” Van- 
derbilt (46th week) (C-804-$3.30). 
Has been down around $5,000 mark 
or slightiy more; but iiké Others is 
sold out New Year's Eve and engaye- 
ment may be extended§= another 
month or more. 

‘You Can’t Take It With You. 
Booth (55th week) (C-708-$3.20). An- 
other long stayer which was affected 
after Thanksgiving: still pointed for 
warm weather; $10,000: capacity 
Monday. 

‘Yr Chedient Husband,’ Broadhurst. 
| IIness of Fredri: March caused post- 
borer aaa will probably open next 
|; week, 

‘Western Waters,’ ls 
week) (C-1,094-$3.30). Presented by 

sa Meces: vu ritten bv Bict ard Carl- 
on: also called ‘Tough T’ Chaw’ ane 
Satan’s M’ Chum’; opened Tuesday. 





(212th 





Hudson (]st 


Added 
‘Pins and Needles,” Labor Stove: 
«tirical revue presented by Ladies 


€ rment Workers unlon 
‘Edna His Wife,’ Little: 
|; Play with Cornelia Otis 
| final week; goes to road. 
Revivals 
| *A Doll's House.” Morosco: res 
|} With star cast highly 
enened Monday 
| ‘Julius 
maker's 
S; ; 


one-person 


Skinner: 


val 
touted on road 
(27). 

aesar,’ Mercury: ‘A Shoe- 
Holiday,’ revival opens 
(ld: rene thereafies 

| WPA 

| ‘Processional,’ E}liott 

| ¥ ne O'Neill playlets 
| Harlem. 
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Brooklyn Eagle Settlement 
Brooklyn Eagle strike begun over 
three months ago was terminated just 
before Christmas, with the signing 
of an agreement between the man- 


Philco’s Whodunits 


Philadelphia, Dec. 28. 


, Phileo now claiming to be 
gement and the N. Y. Newspapei aaa teneiad dO f 
nild. ‘orld’s largest publisher 0 
Guild Settlement was brought on > Sadia pea Me 
} LS. ‘ Arilire 

about rouse e intervention of : ret: 
9 a es nd Board with Ar- || turer, since start of disced Phyl 
e@ re » e 9 Vit e : peg nae iti ae 
thur Me +r presiding. Strikers re- Coe mystery stories, has pub 


turned to work on Monday (27). lished 2,000,000 copies of pam- 














lian dain yo the stories 
Signed agreement covers 198 em- | apc totagg digg waar -r 
ploves, 50 of which are in commer- yesh anh copies. 
cial departments and 12° space 2's i 
writers, and is for one year. It does | 
not include the Guild preferential | Lens Parade Goes On 
shop. All strikers will be reinstated, | Click is the name of a new picture 
but under the terms of the agree-| 44 which appeared on the stands 
ment the management can lay off 40} 0 ocrarday (283). It's an Annenberg | 
immediately, who are to be place LY publ cation, selling for 10 cents, and 
on a preferential list and given 20 lites format is slightly larger than | 
seks’ severance pay. te Pptyesie that of Life. Editorial offices are in 
pay is received at once and the rest 


IN. Y.. with the mag published in 
| Chicago. Executive editor is Curtis 
Agreement also calls for a five- | Mitchell, who also heads up the 
dav, 


in weekly installments. 


40-hour week, and equal time | other Annenberg publications, Screen 
off for overtime. Vacations of two Guide and Radio Guide. Rod But- 
wee'ss each year are included in the terworth, art director for Screen 


azreement. Grievance committee is 
set up under the contract. 


War Verse Banned in Japan 
Recent 


| 
Guide, is also handling the art work 
on Click. Mag contains an art sec- | 
tion in addition to general pictures. | 
| 

| 





This is the ninth general pictorial 


issue of Senryujin, maga-| magazine on the stands at this time. 


zine of eoigrammatic poetry, was | Others are Life, Look, Pic, Now and 
banned in Tokyo by the police cen-| Then, Pictures, See, Foto and Photo- 
sor, because it contained verses} qijct ry. 

deprecating war. Indicated that Other more specialized picture 


similar action will be taken against 
any foreign publications which con- 
tain such material. 

Executives of the Toho, Shochiku 


magazines are Rising Tide, ballyhoo 
for Buchmanites; Peek, a burlesque 
of the picture rags: Minicam, a can- 
did camera fan mag, and Photo- 


and Yoshimoto chains met early Crime. 

this month with officials of the Bi oa 

Home Ministry to discuss action to Gov. Hoftman’s Articles 

be taken in eliminating anti-war Shortly after Governor Hoffman | 
oo and plays from theatres in fensans pin of office on Jan...1, his 
IKVO 


series of articles giving the ‘inside 
story’ of the Lindbergh baby kid- 
r ping case will appear in Liberty. 
Deal with Liberty was made some 
time ago but Hoffman insisted the 
‘tell all’ articles must not appear un- 
til his term as Governor expires. 





Man Bites Dog 
The switch, whereby a publication 
expresses appreciation to its con- 
tributors, was Esquire’s novel stunt 
for Xmas. Arnold Gingrich, Esky 
editor, presented a money-clip (with 


That Hoffman is convinced the 
attached watch), and _ included | gnal chapter has not been written to 
actual currency with the presenta-| the baby abduction is evidenced in 
tions. his refusal to distribute the $25,000 

Appended was Gingrich’s per- 


reward for the arrest leading to the 


sonal note that ‘this was a hint that] oonvic'ion of the Bronx carpenter. 


we would like to keep the. bill-clip 











\ ; More than 30 persons claim the 
further filled with future contribu-|award and although Hoffman has 
tions from you.’ interviewed several secretly in re- 


cent weeks, h2 will step out of office 
at the end of this week without do- 
ing .nything further about it, leaving 
the matter in the hands of his suc- 
cessor, A. Harry Moore, who, as 
Governor of New Jersey at the time 
the baby was kidnaped, made the 
original State reward offer. 


Dorsey to Rove for Time 


Paul Dorsey, Coast lenser for 
Time magazine, leaves for N. Y. early 
next month to take over the newly 
created job of staff fotog for the 
weekly. Bulber will shoot his Time 
stuff mostly in color and will be 
sent around the country covering 
important news break. 

Rex Hardy replaces Dorsey in the 
Coast spot. Dorsey joined the Time- 
Like forces from the L. A. Herald 
and Express early this year. 





Tear Gas for Hollywood 


Though general idea among pub- 
lishers is that you ean’t sell a Holly- 
wood book, many are nibbling at 
them right now. Jimmy Lee has had 
published ‘Hollywood Agent,’ Cedric 
Belfrage brings out ‘Promised Land’ 
in two weeks, and Jim Tully is work- 
ing on ‘Hollywood Decameron,” a 
series, of bitter portraits which may 
run to 200,000 words as opposed to 
his Jarnegan which stayed this side 
of 50,000. 

Elissa Landi, too, is working. on a 
volume due next spring and hers is 
on the bitter side as proof that in- 
telligence always takes a licking in 
Holly wood. 





Louie Sobol’s Charity Feed 


Louis Sobol, N. Y. Journal-Amer- 
ican’s Broadway columnist, will be 
tendered a luncheon Jan. 14 at the 
Hotel Astor, N. Y., by prominent per- 
sonalities of various branches of 
show biz. 

Spread is on behalf of the Feder- 
ated Charities and in appreciation of 
Sobol’s co-operation and general aid. 
Ed Wynn chairmaning. 





L. A. Times’ 197G Bonus 

A Christmas bonus of $197,000 was 
split up among 1,800 employes by New mag in the higher-priced field 
the L. A. Times. Amounts doled; is Pleasure, published by Joe God- 
out on sliding scale based on term|frey, Jr., formerly of Field and 
of service. Stream. Starting as a quartelv. with 

Many editorial workers with the} plans to shift to a monthly within a 
sheet more than 10 years drew] year. 
around $1,000 each. Concentrating on articles and car- 
toons, thouzh using some fiction. 
Printing 200.000 for the first issue, 
with Hearst office handling the dis- 
tribution, 





Pleasure Out Quarterly 











Globe Very Much Alive 


Erroneously reported as ready to 
fold, the Globe, J. S. G. Dunn, Jr.’s 
monthly magazine of travel and fic- 
tion, is very much alive. The 
pocket-size 25¢ monthly not only in- 
tends to continue publication, but 
on a considerably expanded scale 
during the coming year. 


NEW MAGAZINES 


World Horizons is a new mag pub- 
lished by the Wells Publishing Co. 
of Wellesley, Mass. 

Moviepix is a new Dell Publica- 
Previous estimates of the Globe's} tion just out, sells for 10c. 


| : 
Dec, 20, of pneumonia. 


; 








circulation figures were in error, Standard Magazines has three new 
and the Globe is naturally anxious | pulps, Black Book Detective, Masked 
that its contribs and other persons] Rider Western and West, 
dealing with the publication have no| for 10 cents. 
misconception about that phase of 


all selling 


it. LITERATI DEATHS THIS WEEK 
Eger ag Milton Garges, 70, formerly execu- 
Pirandello’s Works Listed tive assistant to the general man- 
Exhaustive Pirandello bibliography | ager of the Associated Press. died 
has been compiled by Manlio Lo|on Dec. 22 at his home in Rockville 
Vecchio Musti and will be published | Center, N. Y. He retired in 1929 
by Mondadorio in Rome. The ‘Bib-| after 42 consecutive years with 
liografia Pirandelliana’ will have 150 | the A. P, 
pages containing a list of all Piran- | li. Percy Soule, 67. a member: of 
dello's poems, novels, short stories | the N. Y. Times staff for the last 30 
and plays. List of plays gives all the | years, died from a heart attack on 


data on premieres—how, when and 
by whom they were done. 


Dec. 24 in the hospital of the Times 
building in N. Y. C. 


There is also a list of the works, Theodore (Det) Delavigne, 47. 
11 in all, that Pirandello adapted for; who launched the ‘peace ship,’ 
‘he screen, with information abou‘t| Henry Ford's historic attempt to 


their production. 


ee 





halt the world war, died in Detroit, 


| 





| 
| 


| 








He was for- 
city editor of the Detroit 
was with Universal Service 


mer 
Times, 


in New York, and was member of | 


Detroit Times staff at time of his 
death. He was appointed Ford's 
first public relations counsel in 1915, 


‘during which time he launched the 


‘peace ship,’ and in 1920 was spe- 
cial ambassador to Mexice, when the 
U. S. did not recognize the current 


Mexican government. Burial in 
Detroit, Dec. 22. 
CHATTER 
Bennett Cerf in Miami until next 
i week (4), 
Hulbert Footner writing a novel 


about Maryland life. 

Allan Barth leaving Texas to join 
the N.Y. Post Jan. 3. 

Webb Miller on a trip through the 


| Near East for the U.P. 


Margaret Case Harriman at Lake 


| Placid for the holidays. 


J. Paul Pedigo, Philly Ledger city 
ed. winter vacationing in Florida. 

Jimmy Iseminger, Philly Inquirer 
sports writer, back from three-month 
world cruise. 

Margery Wilson is turning out an- 
other uplifter titled, “Your Person- 
ality and God.’ 

Whitfield Cook, legiter, has a piece 
in the Jan. American Mercury titled, 
‘The Good Wife.’ 

Publication of Irene Kuhn's book 
‘Assigned to Adventure’ has been 
postponed until next spring. 

Mari Sandoz leaving her home in 
Lincoln, Neb., to spend some time in 
New York during the holidays. 

Manning Smith, formerly of the 
Philly Inquirer, has been added to 
Philly Record staff as reporter. 

Frank Case, of the Algonquin ho- 
tel, writing his memoirs for Stokes 
who will publish them in the fall. 

Palma Wayne has scribbed the 
life of Sophie Tucker to run in three 
installments in Cosmopolitan mag. 

Robert Watson has just sold the 
serial rights of ‘Babes in Babylon,’ 
to Sampson Low Marston & Co. of 
London. 

Mare Connelly will hide out next 
week to finish up working on his 
new play before going into re- 
hearsals. 

D. D. Beauchamp, scrib-winter- 
ing in California, has. peddled his 
serial yarn, ‘Something to Talk 
About,’ to Collier's. 

Mort Fetterolf, amateur linksman, 
has been named Philly Ledger’s new 
golf expert, succeeding Frank Mc- 
Cracken, who recently died. 

Fair trade agreements have now 
been signed by 48 publishers in 33 
states. Altogether there are 42 
states which have Fair Trade acts. 

Mark Hellinger assigned to cover 
the Rose Bowl game for the New 
York Mirror; Sidney Skolsky doing 
a color yarn on the classic for the 
same paper. 

Eve Burkhardt, collaborator with 
her husband, Beb Burkhardt, War- 
ner praiser, in the Rob Eden novels, 
sold her short story, ‘Nursie,’ to 
Good Housekeeping. 

Film Humor, Inc., has been dis- 
solved, according to a notice filed 
with the Secretary of Siate at Al- 


bany, by Attorney Denis B. Ma- 
duro. . 

British publication rights to 
‘What Makes Sammy Run,’ short 
story by Buddy Schulberg, have 


been sold to the Dennis Weekly of 
London. Yarn recently appeared in 
Liberty. 

New York Press Association, Inc.. 
a membership corporation, has filed 
with the Secretary of State a no- 
tice of change of directors. Frank 
A. Bekk, Waverly, N. Y., the at- 
torney. 

Cynthia White’s annual Greenwich 
Village ball New Yeaz’s eve at 
Webster Hall, N. Y., tickets bought 
through: the Newspaper Guild, will 
have 50c. deducted for benefit of the 
Guild relief fund. 

National Council on Freedom 
from Censorship trying to do a 
pamphlet on censorship in Boston, 
stymied. Found no recent instances. 
Boston, which used to be a tough 
town, has apparently etsed up. 


Western Pennsylvania School for 


\the Blind, Pittsburgh, obtained per- 


mission to reprint in braille, Ameri- 
can mag yarn titled ‘Mind Over Mat- 


ter,’ by Denis Morrison, VARIETY 
nugg. 
Don Logan has succecded Bill 


Holmes as radio editor of the Post- 
Enquirer, Hearst afiernoon sheet. 
Holmes recently resigned to join 
NBC in San Francisco as script writer 
for the Woman’s Magazine of the 
Air. Logan has been a Post-Enquire1 
reporter for some time. 

Henry Clune, Rochester Democrat 
& Chronicle reporter whose first 
novel, ‘The Good Die Poor,’ created 
something of a stir in his home city 
when readers thought they recog- 
nized local scenes and characters. 
will speak at the Society of Genesee 
dinner at the Waldorf-Astoria, New 
York, Jan. 17, 
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EARLE, PHILLY 


(Continued from page 45) 


for nice turn. ‘Rockin’ Chair’ used 
for encore. 

Norvo m.c.’s show satisfactorily. 
He brings on ‘The Five Toppers,’ 
femme tapsters, and acros, flashy and 
a good opener. 


Next are Lowe, Hite and Stan- 
ley, who appeared in pic, ‘New 
Faces.’ Midget, medium-sized guy 


land giant get last ounce of entertain- 


ment out of discrepancies in their 
statures. Also satisfactory hoofers. 
Siick almost strictly tg pantomime 
with quantity of stooge-fashion head 
banging. 

Art Jarrett follows in warble sesh 
without his orchestra. Voice sounds 
strained and has very narrow range. 
But he is natural femme draw be- 
zause of good looks. 

Good turn from Cotton Club, Tip, 
Tap and Toe, dark-skinned tappers. 
Yo. their standard turn on large 
drum, same as in pic, ‘You Can’t 
dave Everything.’ 

Norvo does solo turn on xyle- 
Nhone-like instrument that could 
have been forgotten. Herb. 


DENVER, DENVER 


Denver, Dec. 26. 


Major Bowes’ unit, with lots of 
Christmas color, features the cur- 
rent offering, Rotund Donnelly 


James does a smooth job at m.c.’ing, 
with Julie Ballew, travelling with the 


rvutfit, filling shoes at Ist show 
since former doubles at nitery. 
Show opens with John Jewell, 


banjoist, featuring turn with imita- 
tion of three banjos plaving at the 
same time—fast and loud. 

Pat Lake does a good softshoe 
dance, and Mary Duddeg, coloratura, 
demonstrates a good voice, finishing 
with ‘Did Your Mother Come From 
Ireland?’ 

In one of the high spots, the four 
Nelson Bros. give medleys of tunes on 
numerous instruments. 

The Three Virginia Hams. Negro 
lads, should do more of their good 
dancing ins:ead of so much not-too- 
good harmonizing, 

Harvey Mearns performs on several 
instrumen‘s he says were made by 
himsclf. Considering the originality, 
it’s the best on the bill. 

Crist and Gordon. femmes, do a 
cadet dance. Roy Richards is there 
with imnersonations. and the show 
closes with three girls who do,.a neat 
acrobatic novelty and comedy dance 
routine. 

‘I'll Take Romance’ (Col) is on the 
screen, Rose. 


WINTERGARTEN 


(BERLIN) 
Berlin, Dec. 20. 

With the current bill at this house 
they certainly have not lifted them- 
selves out of the slough of despond 
of the preceding month. But they’re 
doing their best to put on a festive 
front. 

The Vienna ballet, which comes 
and goes all evening, opens with a 
sugar-water number. In the deuce 
are the monkeys, Jonny and Billa, 
riding around on bikes and balanc- 
ing on balls. They are no great 
shakes, but they get a good hand. 
The high spot of the first half is the 
two Runners, femme and partner, do- 
ing some hot balancing stunts on a 
high pedestal. The gal is the strong- 
arm end in this outfit. She has a 
‘ood fivure, sans athlete’s muscles. 
Duo well dressed and go over. 

Else Elster gets big billing and a 
wee hand. She kas no pipes worth 
mentioning and both nersonlity end 
material are small cabaret fare. The 
Hallet takes up some more time with 
two numbers sandwiched in be- 
tween, with a solo by Gerda Leen 
Aoin* Russian toe. Her costume is 
‘he best part of it. she herself hav- 
in*? nothing new to offer. 

Brahms on the mouth organ is 
“laved bv Francis Dornv. Then he 
switches to hot jazz. played on wht 
he claims to be the lergest mouth 
orgen in the world. Number on a 
one-inch edition follows, with the 








vibraphone in the house orchestra 
giving him a big hand. As a finale 
he and girl friend toss a few of the 
miniature instrumenis to the auce, 
and while everyone joins a pop Ba- 
varian tune the ushers sell the 
wares at a dime a throw. 

Don Del Monte is right at home 
on the tight rope, doing his Russian 
plus bells with as much ease as if 
he were on terra firma. He not only 
does the stunt of springing through 
a paper covered hoop onto the other 
side, but does it over the heads of his 
iwo femmes. He’s plenty okay in 
his line, but weakens the act with 
wobbly humor. 

The clowns, Beby, Lole 
dreff, open the second 
some worse than third-rate fool- 
drums that land with a thud. The 
boss, who is on the level with a wad 
f instruments, does a ‘Rose-Marie’ 
duet with one of the clowns, while 
the third tries to milk some titters in 
makeup. The Vienna chorines take 
up the following niche with two 
numbers and another solo by Gerda 
Leen. Noth of stdfficient excite- 
ment here. 

The Allison troupe, nine in 
take turns at hand springs, 
ing them without contacting the 
boards. In closing. are Katja and 
Fred with their canine company and 
a rowdy time is had by all with the 
bulldogs enzaged in a football game, 
which lasts till the last balloon has 
popped. 


and An- 
half with 


all, 
one do- 


PALACE, CHI 


hicago, Dec. 26. 


There’s much flavor and balance 
on this bill. Benny Fields is the 
headliner. Billed under the pic:ure, 


‘Hitting a New High,’ for the first 
day, he was switched to top every- 
thing the second. He doesn't disap- 
point the aude, either. 

Every song is given in a different 


style and he manages to weave a 
spell that takes his audience richt 
along with him. He's a friendly 
performer, with a sense of humor 


Best of all, there’s no sirain of spot- 
light hogging. 

Wisdom has been shown in spote 
ting Professor Lambert; afier Fields, 
His hoke comedy a”nears at its best. 
xylophoning and slapstick winding 
up the bill in fine sty!e. 

Another old-time act on this bill 
is Vox and Walters. Since their 
State-Lake and Drake hotel appear- 
ances here they’ve changed material 
completely. Double ventriloquism 
is a. swell novelty. They make the 
most of their opportunities. 

The Helen Reynolds eight-girl 
skating act furnishes a proper open- 
er, with flash and speed. Five min- 
utes of uninterrupted challenge and 
group stuff, mostly based on whirl- 
ing, 

Bill is ‘completed with Lathrop 
Bros. and Virginia Lee, nice tan act. 

First show Sunday (26) had the 
balconies getting a play. with the 
audience plenty enthusiastic. 

Loop. 


KEITH’S, INDPLS. 


Indiananolis. Dec. 26. 

Tagsed as ‘WLW Big Unit Show’ 
and heralded as having ‘cast of 
40.” unit actually showed 20 per- 
sons. This includes a groun of eight 
instrumentalists and vocalists in a 
hillbilly radio turn, three amateur 
acts, and a Negro bovy singer. 

Doc Schneider and His Texans are 
described as ‘NBC radio artists 
from Radio Citv.’ Its work suffers 
from being scattered over 60 min- 
‘tes. during which the children, from 
local dance studios, are presented at 
intervals. 

Schneicer is m.c. His Texans, vio- 
linist, accordion nlayer. bass fiddler 
a_da counvle of “uitarists. all in cow- 
boy drevs, include sroup musical 
work. solo son™ snecialties, yodeling 
and feeble attemnts at comedy. 

~ocal tvros are eisht youngsters 
caneint the Biz Anvple. two sisters 
Aoine® acro ard tan numbers, and the 
Nevro lad. Whole thing is vretty 
cad’ Pic is ‘Bride for Henry’ (Mono) 
and biz light. Kiley. 








Advance Production 


Chart 





(Continued from page 27) 


G. Eberhart; screen play by Sherman Lowe; photographed by L. William 


O'Connell. 


Cast: Dick Purcell, June Travis, Elspeth Dudgeon, Anthony 


Averille, Ben Weldon, Mziry Maguire, William Hopper, Anderson Lawlor, 
Sheila Bromley, Hugh O'Connell, Trevor Bardette, Dennie Moore. 
‘EVERYBODY WAS VEPY NICE,’ produced by Lou Edelman: directed 





by Stanley Logan; original by Stephen Vincent Benet: screen play by 
Robert Buckner, Lawrence Kimble and Clements Ripley; photographed by 
George Barnes. Cast: Wayne Morris, Priscilla Lane, John Litel, Dick 
Foran, Thomas Mitchell, Mona Barrie, Barbara O'Neill. 


Warner Pictures in Production 


“THE ADVENTURES OF ROBIN HOOD, produced by Henry Blanke; 
directed by William Keighley: origina! screen play by Norman Reilly Raine 
and Seton 1. Miller; photogiaphed by Tony Gaudio. Cast: Errol Flynn, 
Olivia de Havilland, Ian Hunter, Claude Rains, Basil Rathbone. Patric 
cnowles, Alan Hale, Eugene Pallette. Melville Cooper, Herbert Mundin. 

‘SEZEBEL,’ produced by Henry Blanke; directed by William Wyler; 
screen play by Clements Ripley and Aben Finkel: from play by Owen 
Davis, Sr.; photographed by Ernest Haller. Cast: Bette Davis, Henry Fonda, 
George Brent, Fay Bainier, Henry O'Neill, Donald Crisp, Gordon Oliver, 
Richard “romwell, Spring Byington. 

‘FOOD FOR SCANDAL,’ produced and directed by Mervyn LeRoy; 
screen play by Herb and_Joe Fields; photographed by Theodore Tetzlaff. 
Cast: Carole Lombard, Fernand Gravet, Ralph Bellamy, Allen Jenkins, 
Isabel] Jeans, Marie Wilson, Marcia Ralston. 5 
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Broadway 





Charles ope very ill. 

Riv Bisland appointed manager of 
Hippodrome. 

Charles Mantia, of Equity, papa of 
girl born Dec. 22 . 

Nick Holde celebrated his birth- 
day. Bish Lenihan ditto. 

Mrs. Mack Millar now heads her 
husband's Hollywood praisery. 

Curley, the Elks bald-headed bar- 
keep, got three gift hairbrushes. 

Margaret Carlisle back from Lon- 
don and auditioning for the Met, 

Frank Burke back at his desk at 
Consolidated Radio Artists after a 


sold. 
© paddy Schwartz, former RKO 
booker, has joined Billy Jackson's 
office. 

Harry Engel, Fanchon & Marco 
agent, m.c.’ing Xmas cruise show to 
Nassau. : 

George Nicolai, to Palm Beach for 
Christmas dinner, due back at Ply- 
mouth today. 

Harry Kalcheim, Par booker, gets 
back from Xmas cruise to West In- 


. dies on Jan. 1, 


Mollie Steinberg néw publicizing 
‘Father Malachy’s Miracle.’ Third 
p.a. show has had. 

Sam Fox, music pub, presented 
with a bronze plaque by employees 
at Xmas eve party. 

Radie Harris’ purse snatched in a 
midtown department store with all 
her Xmas shopping money in it. 

Lee Sands, back from scripting the 
Jolson radio show on the Coast, is 
authoring Mentone shorts with Allan 
Wilson. 

Sammy Siegel, Hollywood flack, 
east to advance tour of Dave Apol- 
lon’s unit, ‘Varieties of 1938,’ returned 
to the Coast Tuesday (28). 

Abe Cohn, who’s taking the Abbey 
Players out on tour for the Shuberts, 


says they'll probably re-dub_ the 
Irish troupe the Abie Players. 
Cc. C. Pettijohn, the missus and 


on a West Indies 
cruise, are due back early in Janu- 
ary. Bob Wilby also cruising. 
Lobster restaurant goes for 
stamped metal ash trays after 700 
dozen china receptacles went home 
with the customers in 18 months. 
Whitford Drake, president of Elec- 
trical Research Products, Inc., has 
gone south for his health. Expected 
to return to N. Y. soon after Jan. 1. 
Mrs. Robert M. Weitman, wife of 
the managing director of the Para- 
mount, N. Y., who underwent seri- 
ous head operation, is rallying, and 
now believed to be out of danger. 
Chris Dunphy is due in New York 
around Jan. 10, at which time a post, 
reportedly with the Buchanan Agen- 
cy, will bet set for him. Leaving the 
Coast Sunday (26) by car, Dunphy 
is driving east via the southern 
states, ; 
Ben (Capitol) Serkowich received 
e Christmas present when his doctor 
informed him that his sinus infection 
had been completely cured. He has 
been suffering from it for about three 
years, ailment resulting in partial 
paralysis of facial muscles. 


Melbourne 


Indie nabe exhibs playing Metro 
and Par pix in Victoria have issued 
a fan mag called ‘Film Chat,’ for sale 
to patrons. - 

Pix of Spanish conflict screening 
here with free admission. Collection 
is taken after each screening to aid 
Spanish refugees. 

Fay Compton still continues very 
successfully in ‘Victoria Regina’ at 
King’s for Williamson-Tait. Star is 
pulling plenty of femme biz, espe- 
cially at the mats. 

‘Balalaika’ will run to 14 weeks in 
Melbourne, after which a short re- 
vival of ‘The Desert Song,’ with 
Robert Halliday in the lead, will be 
presented by Williamson-Tait. 

It’s expected that Williamson-Tait 
will be sending road shows to New 
Zealand early next year as a build 
for Dominion biz. First to tour will 
probably be ‘Over She Goes,’ with 


George Gee. 
Sydney 


Maurice Sloman, Hoyts, visiting. 

Jimmy Lear, special exploiteer for 
Col., recently married. 

Further fresh cases of infantile 
paralysis in Victoria hurtful. 

Clarence Badger is still waiting 
1. get started in indie pic production. 

Bob Parrish is appearing at Reg- 
ent, here, with ‘Prisoner of Zenda’ 
(UA). 

_ Cliff Holt, Hoyts’ Melbourne pub- 
licity exec, visiting here on honey- 
moon, 

_ Newsreel theaterotte trade is keep- 
ing up remarkably well here despite 
slump elsewhere. 

Metro has ‘Broadway Melody’ for 
Xmas at St. James. Mike Lustig 
handling publicity. 

Amalgamated Wireless 
Jasia), Ltd., turned in a 
$503,176 on year’s trading. 

Long spell of hot weather through- 
out New South Wales is giving the 
Carnival men a real break. 

Frank Neil is planning to extend 
his vaude-revue operations on a per- 
Manent footing in Mew Zealand. 

aloyts going ahead with plans to 
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rope in more theatres in the nabes 
of Victoria and New South Wales. 

Government in New South Wales 
expected to take complete control of 
all racing activities early in year. 

Dorothy Workman and Dorothy 
Bundy, California tennis stars, have 
been pulline nice crowds here and 
in Brisbane. 

Joe Joel back from goodwill New 
Zealand tour on behalf of Col. Biz 
swell with ‘Lost Horizon’ through- 
out the entire territory. 

Several Metro execs will viz:t 
America in the very near future for 
a looksee. Trip is reward for build- 
ing up the Metro biz in Australia. 

Ken G. Hall setting plans for the 
comedy slated by Cinesound to go 
on the floor with George Wallace 
starred. Frank Harvey is scripting, 
and local players slated. 

Report has it that Stuart F. Doyle 
made an offer to Constance Worth 
(Joy Howarth) to appear in Aus- 
tralia under his direction. Doyle is 
due back from London next month. 

Jack Percival is readying some 
slick publicity for the premiere of 
the Montague revue here next month 
for Fullers-Snider-Dean. Percival 
sold the Marcus show he-e and in 
Melbourne 100%. 


Berlin 


Will Dohm in Cologne for Xmas. 

Richard Klemm giving cello re- 
cital. 

Laughton’s ‘Henry the Eighth’ at 
Studio. . 

‘Seventh Heaven, 20th-Fox, at the 
Capitol. 

‘Personal Property,’ MGM, at the 
Marmorhaus. 

Cari Schuricht batoning the Berlin 
Philharmonic here. 

Walter Bohle giving piano recital 
at the Bechsteinsaal. 

New production of ‘Madame But- 
terfly’ at the Peopie’s opry. 

Michael Bohnen in ‘The Bartered 
Bride’ at the Deutsches opry. 

Shakespeare’s ‘Much Ado About 
Nothing’ preeming at the Deutsches. 

Maria Cebotari singing Violetta in 
‘La Traviata’ at the State opera 
house. 

Baby Traud] Stark has begun 
work on her fourth pic, ‘The Little 
Princess.’ 

‘Ladies and Gentlemen,’ 
by Michael | Gesell, 
Bielefeld. 

Ursula Crabley signed for a lead 
in the Harry Piel pic, ‘The Impos- 
sible Mr. Pitt.’ 

Maria Roland, Germany’s | star 
yodeler, here after successful tour of 
Saxony with her company. 

George Kulenkampff giving violin 
concert at the Beethovensaal; Sieg- 
fried Schultze at the piano. 

‘Lady Windermere’s Fan’ with 
Hilde Hildebrandt as Mrs. Erlynne, 
at the Little House, Unter den Lin- 
den. 

Luise Ullrich and Viktor de Kowa 
over the ether in Waldermar Reich- 
ardt’s comedy, ‘His Wife, the Secre- 
tary.’ 

Franziska Kinz to make a tour of 
Rumania upon conclusion of the 
successful run of ‘Weibsteufel’ next 
month. 

Heinrich George recovered and 
taking over role in “The Clever Man’ 
by Paul Sarauw at the Kurfursten- 
damm. 

‘Yes, Yes, Love,’ new farce to be 
directed by Carl Boese, with Karin 
Hardt and Paul Horbiger in the 
leading roles. 

Meli Finkenzeller off to Vienna to 
start shooting on her next starrer, 
‘Music in the Tyrol,’ with the Saen- 
kerknaben (boy choir), It’s a Vin- 
dobona pic. 


- Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 








comedy, 
preeming at 








Spencer Clark rejoining Dick Sta- 
bile after licking pneumonia. 

The Tony Sterns have tagged the 
new addition to the family Ellen. 

Georze Jaffe going to Miami in 
couple of weeks to visit his son, Ben. 

Jules Lapidus’ Gi! bunch waltz off 
with $500 p° > in recent sales con- 
test. 

Connie Rhea has joined Al Fre- 
mont’s orchestra as featured vo- 
calist. 

Bill Lewis’ Xmas present was get- 
ting out of the hospital after four 
weeks. 

Joe Cappo and the frau, Ruth 
Hazen, set at Show Boat for another 
month. 

Elmer Kenyon back in town again. 
this time ahead of Guild's ‘Wine of 
Choice.’ 

Harry Roney, Col booker, seri- 
ously ailing and going in for long 
rest cure. 


Florence Fisher Parry resuming 


‘Press’ column next week after 
month's layoff. 

Santo Biviano. trombonist from 
Clearfield, Pa., just added to Ray 


Pearl's orchestra. 

Dick Stabile’s family on from the 
east for his marriage Monday (27) 
to Gracie Barrie. 

Heller family staging a reunion 
with Jackie and Shirley (Mrs. Rich- 
ard Milis), both home. 

Irene Lee with family few day: 
moving to Coast from Man- 
hattan foi 

Harry Kalmine’s niece, Norma 
Feldman. here from N. Y. for 
holidays. Kalmine named commander 


of Variety Club’s A. L. branch. 


Leland Hayward agency. | 


the | 


London 


‘Balalaika’ to be produced in 
Prague, 
Henry Cass trying to 
Wendy Hiller. 
Grete Kelle: 
Central Europe. 
Theatre Royal. Chatham, severely 
damaged by fire. 
Fred Thomas 
spot with Para. 
Kjeld Abell in town for a day to 
discuss his ‘Melody,’ 

Daniel Mayer Co. will produce in 
January the West End. 
Brian Wallace adapting 
the Lido,’ by Hans Rehfisch. 
New H. M. Harwood play all set 

for Haymarket in February. 


find play for 


now concert-touring 


quitting publicity 


‘Duel on 


Phil Hyams won a ‘junior’ trophy 
at the Screen Golfing Society. 
Eugene Robert wants to produce 
‘Yes and No’ in Budapest and Vienna. 
Leslie Howard still 
comedy drama, ‘This Side Heaven.’ 
Solicitor Clive MacSwiney on 
board of three new producing syndi- 
cates. 
_ Gilbert Wakefield to Hollywood to 
join his missus, Isabel “Tovarich’ 
Jeans, 
John 
; over 
Adam. 
Cy ril Campion’s play, ‘This Money 
Business,’ tried out at ‘Q’ theatre re- 
cently. 


raving over 


Smart 
the 


to take 
Ronald 





negotiating 
Embassy from 


Geraldine and Joe signed to play 
six weeks here, with opening date in 
August. 

Jack Payne admitted he was day- 
dreaming when fined for careless 
driving. 

The Three Swifts set for a season 
at the Dorchester hotel cabaret in 
February. 

Alec Rea thinking of transferring 
his ‘Yes and No’ from Ambassador to 
the Apollo. 

Peter Ridgeway to produce ‘Moon- 
light Sonata,’ by H. M. Hart, at Play- 
ers theatre. 


Niela Goodelle at the Ritz hotel] for 
four weeks, opening Jan. 18. Will 
also televise. 

Golf champ Henry Cotton guest of 
honor at Christmas dinner of Screen 
Golfing Society. 

Yvonne Gray, American actress, 
married Gastao Nathan, Brazilian 
business man, here. 

Yorke and Traey coming to work 


here in March. Arrive from Aus- 
tralia via America. 

Stephen Mitchell busy casting 
‘Husband to a Famous Woman.’ Les- 
lie Henson will produce. 

Terence Rattigan wrote another 


play while in N. Y., which will be 
produced here next spring. 

Steve Evans has more work lined 
up here, but preferred home for 
Christmas. Returns next year. 

Capt. Frank Covell, former enter- 
tainment director of Ritz hotel, out 
of hospital after serious operation. 

Rene Clair to do his second picture 
for the Jack Buchanan Film Produc- 
tions at Pinewood studios in March. 

Doc Salomon celebrating 22 years’ 
continuous service with Warners; 
now firmly entrenched at Tedding- 
ton. 

Council of Equity, including Leslie 
Henson, soliciting actors not to ac- 
cept engagements for two-for-one 
plays. 

Associated British Pictures rented 
Cambridge theatre for six film trade 
shows. First picture to be shown 
Jan. 6. 

Maurice Browne securing West 
End rights of Max Catto’s ‘The Bow- 
ery Touch,’ following tryout at the 
Strand. 

Guy Charles negotiating to transfer 


‘Little Earthquake,’ by Beatrice 
Mayor, to an intimate West End 
theatre. 


Cambridge Dramatic Club proud 
of its successful production of ‘Pro- 


fessor Bernhardi,’ by Arthur 
Schnitzler. 

‘The First and the Last.’ which 
Basil Dean directed for Korda at 


Denham, will never see the light of 
day. they say. 

Mrs. Arthur Silverstone and son 
off to St. Moritz, Switzerland, for the 
winter sports, with husband likely 
to join them later. 

Shooting at Pinewood commences 
next month on George Bernard 
Shaw’s version of ‘Pygmalion,’ star- 
ring Leslie Howard 

Among donations to a provincial 
fund to provide footwear for poor 
kiddies was discovered a $200 check 
from Robert Taylor. 





On arrival here Thomas Hunter | 
stated Holiywood wants British ac- 
tors and actresses. ‘because they are 

| the best in the world.’ 

| Nils Asther claiming $20.000 in the 

| High Court as balance under a con- 

ltract to appei a picture for 

| Standard International. 

| Oscar Homolka’s marriage to Bar- 

|oness Valerie Hatvany witnessed by 

actor’s manaver, Erich Gla: and 

| Ralph Neal, dramatist 

| Dr. Me Hod 2¢ The Island, 

i recently tried it piovinciallyv, comes 

lto the We-t End ortly, Godfrey 
Tearle leading rote. 

| Gene Sheldon to plav in an ABP 
epic. starring Gertrude Michaels and 

| Otto Kruger, providing the Ministry 
of Labor doe ot oojyect, 

| Matthews appeared in 


Whe T Je = € 
iva i presentation at the Domin- 


ion theatre, it was her first 
appearance in four years. 

Richard Bird waiting for oppor- 
tune moment to direct and star in 
Guy Boiton’s version of ‘Is Geraldine 
an Angel ’ by Hans Jaray. 

Korda’s ‘The Divorce of Lady X, 
featuring Merle Oberon and Larry 
Olivier,’ based on ‘Counsel's Opinion,’ 
play by Gilbert Wakefield. 

Maurice Chevalier has an nephew 
of the same name who is now break- 
ing into films. He has played a num- 
ber of parts on the legit stage. 

George F. Rubens, co-author of ‘It’s 
In the Bag,’ giving an informal mid- 
night shindig at his apartment for 
the entire company of the show. 

Francis Harley, 20th-Fox chief 
|here, hosted executives and _ staffs 
prior to sailing for N. Y. He received 
goodwill gifts of two silver dishes. 

Bertie Meyer, for many years a 
well-known West End theatrical 
manager, has bought the Bell hotel, 
opposite the Abbey at Tewkesbury. 

Vicki Lester starring opposite Cyril 
Richard in ‘Bedtime Story,’ with 
Elliot Makeham, Marie Ault, Emma 
Trechman and H.R. Hignett featured 

Denis van Thal forming svndicate 
to present “The Melody That Got 
Lost,’ in adaptation by Frances Sin- 
clair and Ronald Adam, in the West 
End next month. 

Paramount British unit using war 
in China as background of current 
low cost picture at Pinewood. It is 


rlage 


‘Incident in Shanghai,” and John 
Paddy Carstairs is directing. 

| Special matinee at Drury Lane, 
| Dec. 16, for King George's Pension 


Fund for Actors raised $20,000. King 
and Queen attended, and show given 
by practically every star in town. 

Jack “aylor, who used to stage his 
summer shows at the Opera House, 
Blackpool, for severai seasons, has 
been frozen out by the Blackpool 
Tower Company, owners of the 
property. 

United Artists expects to gross 
$750,000 each on ‘Prisoner of Zenda’ 
and ‘A Star Is Born,’ from all ap- 
pearances of the bookings coming 
along in England, Ireland, Scotland 
and Wales. 


Vivien Leigh making Shake- 
spearean debut as Titania in ‘A 
Midsummer Night’s Dream’ at the 
Old Vic. Designs by Oliver Messel, 


who did them for the Hollywood 
film version. 

Ronald Adam is letting the Em- 
bassy theatre to visiting companies. 
He will concentrate on the Phoenix, 
of which he has the lease, intending 
to establish a repertory company at 
popular prices. 

Phil Samuels, former Gaumont- 
British production manager, and 
more recently with Pall Mall Pro- 
ductions, now with Pascal Film Pro- 
ductions. Their first is filmization of 
George Bernard Shaw’s ‘Pygmalion.’ 

‘Idiot’s Delight’ opens four weeks 
out of town. Starts Glasgow Feb. 23, 
then Edinburgh, Leeds and Manches- 
ter, with London opening likely at 
the Phoenix theatre. Raymond Mas- 
sey likes this house, having played 
there some five years ago jin ‘Five 
Star Final.’ 





New Haven 


By Harold M. Bene 





20th-Fox opened new exchange. 


Yeggs cracked the Rivoli for some 
petty cash. 

New Year’s eve nitery reserva- 
tions brisk. 

Paramount has penciled N.T.G. 
revue for January date. 

WB managers staged annual party 
at Seven Gables Inn (15). 

Ben Cohen chattering 
schools on show business. 

Paramount giving two New Year’s 
€7e vaude shows instead of the usual 
single. 

Edward M. Kohnstamm in from 
Scranton to fill exposition director's 
post at Arena. 

Yale Drama Dept. made a 
nical progress film of their 
s‘age production, ‘Coronation.’ 

Sam Wasserman, Harry Feldman 
and Frank Kelly cross country tour- 
ing in technical end of Yale Draimat’s 
‘And for Yale!’ 


Philadelphia 


By Herb Golden 


to local 


tech- 
recent 





merly partner in 1214. 
Jack H. Greenberg, chief of local 
Film Board of Trade, is 


recuperating 
from a sli ce 


ght hemorrhage 


element, Variety Club. Mo Verbin 
and Joe Silver doing the jelling. 

Kids at Phillv Protectory present- 
ea Jack Greenberg and Jim Clark 
with handmade candlesticks and 
desk lamps in appreciation of films 
they provided institution. 

Rollin Smith, of N. W. Ayer art 
| department. copped second prize of 
$1,000 in 24-sheet poster contest of 


and Richard Hook. also of Ayer 
crew, got $100 each in the tourney. 





Hollywood 


Frank Forest in from N. Y. 

Capt. Billy Fawcett trained in. 

Erik Rhodes arrived from N. Y. 

Dave Rubinoff holidaying here, 
7 < Avene Ettinger winged in from 

Pauline Starke back from Enge 
land, 

George Arliss and wife in for the 
winter, 

Warners switched Bruce Lister to 
Bruce Lester. 

Casey Roberts 
Mexican tour, 

Walter Plunkett home from three 
months abroad, 

Alfie Vanderbilt and Errol] 
barging around, 

Ralph Parker now flacking for the 
Beverly-Wilshire. 

Richard Blumenthal 


back at S-I from 


Flynn 


home from 





Dave Barrist continues denials 
that his Egyptian tour will be a 
honeymoon. 

Oscar Neufeld named one. of 
judges of Philly's New Year's Mum- 
mers Parade. 

Warner Bros. employees had two 
hindigs at Arcadia-International be- 
fore Christmas. 

Boo-Boo Hoff has taken over 21 
Club from Biff Beifel. He was for- 


New social club for younger film |! 


Outdoor Advertising, Inc. Jack Smith | : 


six months abroad. 

Gordon Douglas 
Furnace Creek Inn. 

Gerald R. Rackett, 
home from London, 

Martin Gosch arrived to produce 
the Chesterfield airer. 

Albert Lewin back from viewing 
the Broadway play crop. 

Carl Hinkle, Vanderbilt U, grid 
center, in for a screen test. 

Ern Westmore resigned as head of 
20th-Fox makeup department. 

Grant Whytock moved in as proe 
duction assistant to Sol Lesser. 

George Sackett holidaying in Seate 
tle with the wife, Sarah Padden. 

William H. Pine prepping debut of 
‘The Buccaneer’ in New Orleans. 

William Horning upped to assistant 
to Cedric Gibbons, Metro art chief. 

Simone Simon’s illness caused 
day's suspension of ‘Josette’ at 20th- 
} Fox. 

Francis Albertanti resigned from 
Bob Taplinger’s praisery at Ware 
ners. 

Fred Stone gave the missus a new 
car for Xmas, but decided to drive it 
himself. 

Donald McBride signed by RKO to 
play in the film version of ‘Room 
Service.’ , 

Leland Hayward, Margaret Sulla- 
van and the baby in from N, Y, for 
the holidays. 

Henry Major, King Features, holie 
daying here with the missus, Elizae 
beth Major, 20th-Fox voice coach. 

Johnny Mack Brown, ex-Alabama 
football great, is covering the Rose 
Bowl game for United Press on a 
‘Wells-Fargo’ publicity tieup. 


holidaying 


at 


Technicolor, 





Paris 





Alina de Silva at Bosphore. 

Jeanne Manet at Sheherazade. 

Eunice Wilson at Melody’s Bar. 

Necka Shaw at Fred Payne’s bar. 

Lionel Barrymore in and out again, 

Elsie Guittar at La Boite a Sare- 
dines. 

Royal-Passay cinema opening in 
Passey. 

Sid S‘ivers’ brother in the cravat 
biz here. 

Gilles and Julien, French singers, 
splitting. 

Tito Valdez set for new Casino de 
Paris revue. 

Renee Faure 
Francaise debut. 

Marthe Chenal named Chevalier of 
Legion of Honor. 

Oley Cooper doubling at Chiquito 
and Melody’s Bar. 

‘Angel’ (Par) at Paramount and 
Cinema Lord Byron. 

Gaby Morlay talking of Canadian 
and American tour. 

Jean Murat off on world tour to 
make amateur travelog. 

Odeon theatre getting new murals 
by four well-known artists. 

Eastern Bros. and Rafael Garcia 
going into new Folies Bergere. 

Josephine Baker out of Folies Bere 
gere to London’s Cafe de Paris. 

Dick Barthelmess cocktailing 
friends at Crillon before returning 
to N. Y. 

Maurice Chevalier going on Euro- 
pean tour when present Casino de 
Paris revue closes. 

Gabrielle Robinne, retiring from 
Comedie Francaise, to make first film 
since silent days, in ‘Raspoutine.’ 

Marcel Herbier planning to make 
‘Raspoutine,’ starring Harry Baur, 
from scenario by Alfred Neumann. 

Yvonne Printemps and Pierre 
Fresnay expecting to make ‘Adrienne 
ne for Ufa in Berlin next 
month. 


making Comedie 


Seattle 


Paul Mercy back from round the 
world trip. 

Hele. Peterson 
about in the east. 

Le Roy Johnson buys swanky new 
home in Magnolia. 

Joe and Pearl Daniels to L A. for 
couple of weeks’ vacation. 

Ned Edris over from Tacoma on 
important biz with John Hamrick. 

John G. von Herberg and the mis- 
mer “ene Dennis) to Calif. 
montn’s visit. 
Ellen Blair leaving for Clara Bow’s 
| ‘It’ Club, Hollywood, after holieays 
with her new high school di- 
| She looks to have fuiure as 
a Gancer. 


still traveling 
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East 


Minister quit the Glenwood Land 
in‘ (L. IL) fire department when 
three women started to do a strip 
te.se at the Christmas enteriainment 
last week. 

Third air line being planned be- 
tween N. Y. and Bermuda 

Boris Thomashefsky celebrated his 
70th birthday last week by appear-| 
ine at the Public theatre in an: 
biographical play, ‘Boris and Bessie. 
a resume of his years on the «1ad! 

se, He was in the first Yiddish| 
production made in this country 90 
years a%o. 

Bess Ehrhardt. fancy skater, in-| 
vited to contribute a number to Dance | 
Internationale at Rockefeller Center. | 

Mischa Elman back here afier a| 
concert tour which took him around | 
the world. To appear Jan. 29 with) 
the Philharmonic. 

Robert Edmund Jones to 
rvanagement of the play festivals a 
Central City, Col. Has been out the 
past two summers. 

David Gaither elected to serve the 
unexpired term of the late Walter | 
Pereival as president of United | 
Scenic Artists, Local 829. | 

Henri Garat, French film star, di- | 
vorced by his wife, Betty Rowe, in 
Paris. Real name given as GarFassu 

Herbert Bayard Swope off the 
Mavor’s housing committee in pro- | 
test against the latter’s policy. 

Five hijackers got away wiih $5,- | 
000 worth of Chrstmas cheer ir- 
tenc 1 for the Hotel St. George, 
Brooklyn, last Thursday. Took truck | 
ar all. 

Mme. Guiomar Novares ill and un- | 
able to play her Philharmonic-Sym- |} 
~hony dates last week end. Amparo | 
Iturbi pinch hit for her. 

John Barbirolli, conductor of the 
N. Y. Philharmonic-Symphony, threw | 
a party it Carnegie Hall Thursday | 
for children of the members. Mau-| 
r:.¢ Van Praag acted as Santa. 

Fritz Kreisler coughed up $23,033 | 
to the Treasury for back taxes. 
f smpromise on a claim for $100,000. 


resume 
+ | 


General sessions court dismisse: 
the bigamy charge against Peggy 


Garcia, who sued Rubinoff. 

Selznick’s ‘Tom Sawyer’ selected 
by Museum of Modern Art to dem- 
onstrate its “Making of a Modern 
Film’ display. To remain open until | 
end of January. 

‘Ice Follies’ at Mad. Sq. Garden. 
closed its run with a special matinee 
for poor children Christmas Eve. 

Henry E. (‘Adonis’) Dixey asks the 
Aciors Fund to urge his debtors to 
repay the $50,000 he has loaned dur- 
ing his stage career so that he can 
now pay his own debts. 

N. Y. Dancing Teachers in session 
th's week. To declare war on racket 
schools, 

Beniamino Gigli added to the choir | 
in the Christmas broadcast from the | 
Vatican, 

Burgess Meredith read the famous 
poem at the annual Christmas fes- 
tival at London Terrace to honor 
Clement Clark Moore, author of ‘The 
Night Before Christmas.’ 

Eight men in the toils at Bridge- 
port in a new drive on obscene lit- | 
terature. Two of them turned the | 
stuff out, it is charged, 

Capt. Proske reputed to have saved | 
two newly-born tiger cubs from thei: 
moiher at Frank Buck's jungle farm | 
last week. She started to eat them | 
when he entered the cage and drove | 
hor off. He is booked for a N. Y.| 
appearance presently. | 

Mercury theatre aped the pictures 
and gave a midnite performance ot | 
Julius Caesar’ Christmas night. 

East side traffic snarled for four | 
hours Christmas eve as incoming | 
visitors and outgo’ 1g residents bat- 
tled a heavy rainstorm. 

Helvingfors university singers war- | 
bled for Mayor LaGuardia Friday as | 
a shove-off for their concert tour 
over ! Finnish singers to start 





nre. 
Carnevie Hall Jan. 6. 


Nina Pierson, former chorus girl 
asks N. Y. courts to set aside the 
Mexican divorce she obtained from 
Paul Lebiton and compel him to 


support her. 

Russian Symphonie Choir cele- 
brated its 25th arniversary at Car- 
n_vie Hall Monday. : 

Refe-ee recommends a separation 
f.« Mrs. Carolin Marshall from her 
tenor husband. Up for court ap- 

.oval tomorrow (Thursday: Will 
c vy $509 weekly alimony 

Producers considering changing 
The Housemaster’ to ‘Charles Dar- 
line’ before it sets to N. Y. 

Roekefeller Center to throw a skat- 
ine party New Year’s night 

Candid camera show to open at 
Ree'sefeller Center Jan. 8. Siaged 
bv Leica in International building 

Poaloh Kirberry,. of North Haledon 


W. J.. crashed Christmas day makine 
private flicht. Possible fracture of 
Ja‘ He’ redio singer 
Marjorie H. Browning to reope 





eT 


; ’ 
her fight for a share in the ‘Daddy 
| Browning estate 
| by court. 


‘nounced passenger, mail and ex- 
| pyress traffic considerably larger for 
yea Despite increase, lines lost 
money due to financing develop- 
ment of safety devices. 

RCA-Victor plant in Camden 

; naugurated a share-the-work 
ylan Idea is to gauge home re- 
sponsibilities of employees and act 
accordingly in the distribution of 
work 

New York Association for the 


}women ata 


|co 1939 Fair funds, 


| Advertising Agency. 


lof Canton. O., 


7 


Had been denied 


Air lines of the country = an- 


Blind entertained 200 blind men and 
party at the Pioneer 
Lighthouse. Radio acts aided by 
blind tyros made up program. Bill 
Robinson dances later in week. 
Norman Curtis, radio singer, ar- 
rested on the complaint of Cecilia 
Smith, N. Y. beauty shop operative. 
Girl claims he lifted her purse while 
on Christmas call at her home. 
Number of alcoholic cases ad- 
mitted to Bellevue hospital, N. Y., 
considerably lower Christmas week- 
end than last year 
Film fan in midwestern town pulls 
(Continued on page 55) 





TWO COAST UNIONS AID 
WORLD FAIR FUND DRIVE 


San Francisco, Dec. 28. 


Local unions are subscribing to Fris- 
with Musicians 
Union, Local No. 6, coming through 
with $2,000 and Elecirical Workers, 
$1,000. Latter group expects peak 
employment of 700 members on illu- 
minating projects. 

Henry Q. Hawes, finance commit- 
tee vice-chairman, announces $5,705,- 
525 already subscribed. Goal is $7,- 
500,000. It is expected that profits 
will reimburse all subscribers. 


Enlarging the Holdings 


Charlotte, N. C., Dec. 28. 

Wallace Brothers’ circus, which 
has wintered at York for many 
years, is adding to its real estate 
holdings in York and its building 
equipment, 

Another lot has been acquired ad- 
joining the property of the circus 
while a start has been made in the 
construction of four new buildings. 
The structures to be erected are a 
cook house, dining room, sleeping 
quarters for men, and a _ lumber 
shed. These buildings will be pushed 
to completion, 





BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. George Barnes, son, 
Dec. 18, in Los Angeles. Mother is 
the. former Betty Woods, film ac- 
tress. Father is a cameraman at 
Warners, 

Mr. and Mrs. Stephen R, Wilhelm, 
daughter, in San Antonio, Tex., re- 
cently. Father is of Steve Wilhelm 


Mr. and Mrs. L. W. Stickney, of 
Baguio, Philippine Islands, formerly 
son, in Baguio. 
Mother is the former Maxine Clair, 
dancer. 

Mr. and Mrs. T. D. Rowe, a daugh- 
ter, Dec. 17, 1937. Mother was 
Anne-Marie Havrilla, songstress at 


WICC, Bridgeport, and niece of 
Alois Havrilla, the announcer. 
To Mr. and Mrs. Harry Barton, 


Seattle, Dec. 21, a girl. 
for Sterling Theatres. 

Mr. and Mrs, Kenneth Thiem, son, 
Dec. 24, in Los Angeles. Father is 
in Metro laboratory. 


He’s artist 


| Eastern 


| Bonneville Racing 


Salt Lake City, Dec. 28. 

any applications from 
femme automobile racers to pit 
i their charm against the brawn of 
male drivers behind steering wheels, 


Minus 


Salt Lake City chamber of com- 
merce officials Tuesday (28) an- 


nounced that Ab Jenkins has formu- 
lated plans to smash the world land 
mark of 311 m.p.h. in 1938. 

Jenkins, a Utahan, hoids more land 
speed recoids than any other auto- 
mobilist. His new car, costing $75,- 
000, will have a drive 
and two engines. 


four-wheel 


SOCIALITE 
BACKING 


Plans for a new type of circus to 
take the rails next Spring are being 
formulated in New York with for- 
mer Ringling interests reported back 
of the move. The idea is crediied to 
Ben Cool, manager of Hornblower 
& Weeks at Providence, R. I., who is 
well known in New England as a 
stager of horse shows, hunts and 
equestrian exhibitions for exclusive 
society groups. Cook has 
interested Tim McCoy, former Ring- 
ling cowboy star and between them 
they are said to have raised close to 
$100,000 from among Cook's society 
and sporting clientele, to back the 
venture. Names of other former 
Ringling officials are also mentioned 
as interested. 

With McCoy featured, Cook plans 
to tour the show with society tie-ups 
made in advance. A portion of the 
program is to be alloted at eactk 
stand to local equestrian exhibiiors 
and a sufficient number of society 
tie-ups have been promised in the 
East to make the veniure look 
promising. 


SPORTS FIGURES OFF 
THE BANQUET CIRCUIT! 


Philadelphia, Dec. 28. 
Strictly sub rosa, but plenty strong 
move afoot’ here among_ sports 
writers, coaches and other experts to 
take apperances on the banquet cir- 
cuit off the cuff. So-called celebs, 
swamped under requests for after- 
dinner speils at high school, college 
and club events, are quietly organiz- 
ing a syndicate to which all such 
demands are turned over. 
Although organization isn’t per- 
fected yet and names of leaders are 
being kept under wraps fo- the pres- 
ent, those running banquets are find- 
ing it increasingly difficult te get 
cuffo talent. 
Sports biggies, dissatisfied with 
coffee, cakes, cigars and perhaps 
some acclamation on the side, are 
reported ready to demand $50 an ap- 
pearance. 


VINES, PERRY SLATED 
FOR PRO TENNIS TOUR 


Salt Lake City. Dec. 28. 

Ellsworth Vines and Fred Perry. 
top ranking professional tennis play- 
ers. who will soon start a national 
tour. are scheduled for an exhibition 
match here Jan. 26. 

Others included in the barnstorm- 
ing crew are Berkeley Bell and 
Walter Senior. Opening match slated 
at Beverly Hills, Cal., Jan. 11. 





Doggo for Xmas 
Canton, O., Dec. 28. 
Klein’s indoor circus unit whicn 
has for several weeks been playing 





To Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Mo- 
deski in Philadelphia, Dec. 22, 1937, 
twins. Father is Polish announcer 
mm WPEN, Philly. 

MARRIAGES 

Ethel Thompson to William Ru- 

lolph Lehmann, Christmas day in| 


Atlanta. He is treasurer of Colum- 
bia Pictures in Atlanta. 
Frances E. Bacon to Russell Trost, 


‘kedded for Jan. 15 in Hollywood. | 
She is daughter of Llovd Bacon. | 
Warner director; he is WB casting 
av nt 

Mary Gifford to James Dunn, Jan. 
24. Yuma, Ariz Both are film 
p! ive! 

Dorothy Darl * to Herbie Barris. 
n N. Y.. Dec. 23. Bride is a chorus 
sirl; he is a burlesque straight man. 


Stabile in 


Groom its or- 


Gracie Barrie to Dick 
| Pittsburgh, Dec. 27. 
otycr ey } ] 


price 3s singer. 


stra lead 


one-nighters through easiern Ohio. 
wesiern Pennsylvania and West 


| Virginia is back at quarters at New 
Waterford. O., until after the first 
of the year. 

C. A. Klein, managing director. 
said the unit will be revamped be- 
fore it resumes its tour. 


PURNER'S COAST MOVE 

| Hollywood, Dec. 28. 

| Fred Purner has resigned as pub- 
| licity chief of the Santa Anita track. 


| 

| He moves over to publicize the 
jnew Hollywood Coast League ball 
club. He was onetime studio pub- 


licity head for Hal Roach 


| ticipation in 
| vote his attention to his 
|real estate holdings. He re-entered 


| fire-swept 


SAM E. LIND 


Sam FE. Lind, 62, prominently 
president of the 
Zanesville Theatres, Inc., died sud- 
denly Dec. 19 at a hotel at New 
| Orleans, La., where he and his wife} 

| were spending a short vacation. 
His career as a showman began | 
lin 1914 when he assumed control of 
'the Imperial theatre, at Zanesville. 
Later he acquired the Quimby. In} 
1928 he retired from active par-| 
show business to de- 


Zanesville, O., 





numerous 


the theatre business in 1933, organ- 
izing Zanesville Theatres,  Inc., 
which at the present time operates 
the Liberty, Quimby, Imperial and 
Grand theatres in Zanesville. 

His widow and two sons survive. 
The body was returned to Zanes- | 
ville for burial. 


PIERRE COLLINGS 

Pierre Collings, 35, scenarist and 
co-winner of the 1936 Academy | 
award for original stories, died Dec. | 
21 in North Hollywood from pneu- | 
monia following nervous prostration. | 
Born in Nova Scotia, #e entered | 
pictures at 17 as a messenger boy | 
on the old Brunton lot, later serving | 
Douglas Fairbanks, Sr., in the same | 
capacity. Craduating to second cam- } 
eraman, he became a writer some 12 | 
years ago and write many scripts. | 
Among his screen plays were ‘The | 
Grand Duchess and the Waiter, 
‘Animal Crackers,’ ‘Dangerous Nan 
McGrew’ and many others, includ- | 
ing ‘The Life of Emile Zola,’ for 


Lionel S. Mavleson, 72, for nearly 
half a century librarian of the Met- 
ropolitan opera house, died of a heart 
attack Dec. 20 after a stroke the pre- 
vious week. 

He handled the scores of all of the 
operas done at the Metropolitan and 
had, in addition, a large private li- 
brary, which includes many rare 
works. His father had been librarian 
of the Covent Garden opera, London, 
and a brother is an impresario in 
London, He was a cousin of Col. 
Alfred Mapleson, impresario for 
Adelina Patti and who for a number 
of years conducted a season of Italian 
opera at the Academy of Music, New 





York. He is survived by his widow, 
the former Helen White, and two 
sons, 
MALCOLM FERRIS i 
Malcolm Ferris, 43, radio engi- | 
neer, died in Orange, N. J., Dec. | 
23, following an_ operation. His | 


home was in Boonton, where he was 
connected with the Radio Frequency 
Laboratories. He also had his own 
factory there, the Ferris Instru- 
ment Corp., for the manufacture of 
his own inventions. 

As a U. S. naval expert he de- 
veloped the radio direction finder 
now used by all ships to obtain their ! 
bearings, and was the inventor of | 
much apparatus now regarded as 
standard. He was the founder of 
the Wireless Assn. of Philadelphia, 
and for a time first opérator in the 
Wanamaker broadcast station, 


DAN BEDDOE 








Dan Beddoe, 74, oratorio tenor, | 
died Dec. 27 in New York. He had 
been active for 50 years, appear- 





ing with orchestras and choral so- 
cieties both here and abroad. He! 
was connected with the Oratorio 
Society of New many | 


York for 

years. His last appearance’ with 
that body was in Handel's ‘Mes- | 
siah” on Dec. 27, 1933. 
Survived by his widow, a daugh- 
ter living in London, and a sgson.! 
Donald, a member of the cast of | 
‘Father Malachy’s Miracle,’ Broad- 
way legit. 


HAROLD ALVORD MERRIAM 

Harold Alvord Merriam, 61, for- | 
mer operatic tenor, died in Fastview. 
| N. Y.. Dec. 21. He had appeared 
| with Francis Wilson. Wilton Lackave. | 
| Elsie Ferguson and Blanche Bates. 

He retired about 18 vears ago to 
his home in Elmsford, N. Y., but did 
choir work for a time. 





ALBERT ABEL 
Albert Abel, 72 one of Germanv’s 
favorite character actors, died in 
Berlin, Dec. 12. At the 
of the century, he 


beginning 





was discovered} 


_to America. 
identified with theatre operations in | was engaged by the Deutsches the- 





|Heenan is 


| and 


OBITUARIES 


by an American manager and taken 
Upon his return he 


atre where he rose quickly to suc- 
cess. The Lewis Stone of German 
pix, he was last seen this fall in 
the Lilian Harvey starrer ‘Boxes on 
the Ear.’ 

A widow and one daughter sur- 
vive, 


GUNDY RUSCIOLLI 


Gundy Rusciolli, 27, radio enter- 
tainer, was fatally burned as he eee 
tempted to make his way through a 
hallway at a _ theatrical 
boarding house at Wheeling, W. Va., 
Dec. 20. 


He died shortly after being ad- 
mitted to Wheeling hospital. The 
victim was a member of a group 


of cowboy entertainers playing cur- 
rently at radio station WWVA at 
Wheeling. Funeral arrangements 
are incomplete. 


———_. 


DANIEL HEENAN 


Daniel Heenan, 45, manager of 


| the Peerless Film Exchange, died at 


his home in Philadelphia last Tues- 
day (21) of pneumonia. He had 
been sick for more than two years 
Former salesman for Vitagraph, 
brother of William 
Heenan, former owner of Cities 
Theatre Corp. and owner of the 
Peerless Exchange. 


IVOR GURNEY 
Gurney, 47, poet, 
composer, died in 


Ivor musician, 


London 


| Dec. 27. 


He studied music at the Royal 


which he received the Academy | College in London, listing among 

award with Sheridan Gibney. Fu- | jj. compositions the rhapsody 

neral was held Dec. 23. | ‘Gloucestershire’ and ‘A Shropshire 

‘Father, Francis O. Collings, sur-| [34° Considerable number of his 

Vives. | songs remain unpublished. 
LIONEL S. MAPLESON 


EARL R. VANVORHEES 

Earl R. Vanvorhees, known on the 
radio as the ‘Dutch Poet,’ was killed 
Dec. 18 when struck by an auto near 
Jackson, Mich. He was the author 
of a volume of poems in Dutch ac- 
cent, and was heard over 
Michigan radio stations. 


several 


EDRAS SULLIVAN 

Mrs. Frank Sully, 25, known ia 
vaudeville as Edras Purcell Sulli- 
van, died in Long Beach, Calif., Dec. 
21 after an illness of several 
months, Funeral was Dec. 23 at Long 
Beach. 

Husband and infant daughter sur- 
vive. 


THEODORE ROSEN 
Theodore Rosen, 33, Buffalo, neigh. 
borhood picture operator died sud- 


denly last week. 
He operated the Majestic and Oak 
dale in Buffalo at the time of his 


death and was formerly operator of 
the Star at Tonawanda. 


WALTER DOWNING 
Walter Downing, 63, veteran west- 
ern actor, died Dec. 21 in Holly- 
wood, Funeral was held Dec. 24. He 
had been in pictures since 1915. 
The widow survives, 


ARTHUR E. PEARSON 
Arthur E. Pearson, 67, operator of 
Pearson’s theatre in Clayton, N. Y., 
for the last 14 years, died of pneu- 
monia in a hospital at Rochester, 
where a son is a physician. 





Ralph Blankenbaker, 52, copy- 
writer of radio commercials, died 
in Hollywood, Dec. 23, after a pro- 
longed illness. .Details are con- 
tained in a story in the radio sec- 
tion. 


Brother, 45, of Leonard Kapner, 
manager of WCAE, Pittsburgh, was 
killed in an automobile accident nea 
idarrisburg, Pa., Dec. 19. 


Fairs’ Rake Off 


Lincoln, Dec. 28 
county fairs received 





Nebraska 


$298.6 each, all 92 of them, from the 


State Racing Commission, as_ their 
equal share of the Ak-Sar-Ben’s 
pari-mutuel payoff of $28,700, less 
about $1.000 for expenses. Total re- 
ceipts of the commission for 1937 
Was $32,641, remainder of the money 
veing ineligible for county fair par- 
ticipation. 

Last vear 90 counties got $310 each 
mn the breakdown. 





J. Barney Sherry, vet vaudevil- 


| lian, doing character parts in “March 
of Science’ show on WCAU, Philly, 
Sunday nights, 
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“Hatrack Legit’ 


(Continued from page 1) 


—_—_———- 


Wednesday, 








asking for auditions. So far 
been interviewed and 600 

uitioned. When found on Monday 
(27) Miss Perry was ong at 
the National theatre where the dzy's 


Council 
1,100 h- -€ 


ai litions had started early that 
morning end were going to continue 


the late afternoon. This 


ighout : 
throug often as three times a 


gees on as 

week. 
Those 

ecene they 


auditioned may read any 
wish from a group of 15 


or 20 cubmitted, or if they prefer | 
materia. of their own, May use that 
le — 
A monolog or speech may not ex 


ceed three minutes, a scene five min- 
An -ctor or actress 1s supplied 


ules. : 
lines when that is 


to furnish cue 
necessary. 

The auditions are all conducted | 
with just a worklight on stage, and a | 
committee of managers and _ pro- 
ducers sit out front and make notes 
cn those whom they see. The man- 
: vers’ names are not revealed, but 
they include i ading producers who 
judge everyone on the basis of these 
short auditions and thus separate the 
promising ones from those who, they 
think, have no talent whatever. 

Miss Perry stated that many of 
those who were auditioned expressed 
gratituce to het afterwards, stating 
that it was he first time they had 
ever se’ foot on a legitimate stage 
in New York, though many had been 
trying for years to do so. Next month 
the best of those auditioned will be 
given anothr try before all the 





N. Y. managers. 

Miss Perry also stated that every 
effort was being made not to antago- 
nize anyone, and that one of the 
purposes of keeping names out was 
in order not to hurt agents. 

An enormous amount of detail | 
work has been done in connection 
with preparing for these auditions. 
Everyone who writes to the ATC is 
interviewed. This was handled by 
having groups of seven at a time 
come in to see a voluntary staff of 
interviewers every 15 minutes. In- 
terviews are temporarily over, but 
will be resumed later when the audi- 
tions have been finished. 

Rehearsal Groups 

The second part of the work which 
is being done under ATC auspices is 
that of establishing rehearsal groups. 
These are also being kept anony- 
mous temporarily, though there are 
many w.k. legiters among them. 
More than 400 actors are presently 
engaged in this activity, which seems 
to have developed into a regular 
epidemic of rehearsing for art's sake. 

According to the regulations of 
the ATC under which these groups 
are set up, each must have at least 
15 members, all but two of which 
must be Equity members. Presently 
there are 22 such groups, each of 
which is given a number, starting 
backward from 573, a number arbi- 
trarily picked by Miss Perry. 

These groups include actors from 
the Surrey Players, the Actors Rep- 
ertory Group, the Intimate Theatre, 
the Poetry Group, one group known 
as the ‘Young Hopefuls’ and one 
known as the ‘Droves.’ There is also 
a Negro Group, which has just been 
formed. Each of these is given re- 
hearsal space provided by the ATC. 

There are, Miss Perry stated, three 
reasons for these groups existing. 
First, she stated, there are actors 
who are working in long-run plays 
who want a chance to try other roles 
for praz‘ice. A second group are 
those who are unemployed and who 
want to work just for th+ chance to 
keep acting. A third reason is that 
some of these groups will eventually 
be seen by managers and the long 
hoped for break may come about. 

A Training Ground for H’wood? 

Thus the outlook for legiters who 
can't get work is being slightly 
brightened, and they have at least 
an opportunity to pra’ -e when not 
working. In some quarters it’s been 
stated that the Broadway legit the- 
atre has just become a_ training 
ground for pictures and radio. That's 
how many of the legit agents regard 
it, advising their proteges to stick 
around N. Y. for the eventual break 
Which will get them the dough in 
pictures, 

_This has contributed to the situa- 
tion which has apparently alarmed 
tthe ATC sufficiently to make these 
efforts to improve conditions on the 
main stem. To prevent 
being regarded as a mere training 
ground whic’ burlesque and vaude- 
ville formerly were, thes: and other 
efforts to salvage the theatre before | 
1s Is too late are being made. 

Hatrack legit may be the first tan- | 
gible beam of light pointing the way | 








legit from | 


fan: : 
rit those whose efforts are directed 
‘oward saving legit from the way of |\ 
Urly and vaudeville. 

=) 


cases 
| the box-office scale. They obtain an 
| off-night in 
| Tuesday — 
duction by the producer on this ac- 
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VARIETY 





WHAT THEY THINK 


Legit's New Deal 
New York, Dec. 
Editor, Variety: 

Having read of the many failures 
in the show business this season, it 
seems to this layman something can 
really be done about it. 


26. 


The pro- 
ducers have always the same cry. 
Equity helps very little and thou- 


sands of people like myself are more 
than anxious to dig into our pockets 
to see a show. There must be some 
reason for it all, and in my humble 
way I believe there is a solution. 
There are three reasons for that 
poor business Firstly, the 
second the speculators, and thirdly 
(but not the last) is the house man- 


|} agement. 


To 
can 
sad. 


think that a handful of men 
make or break a production is 
What to do about it, seems very 
easy. The Post once tried it. 
the managers have someone well 
known who will interview the audi- 
ence after the show and give their 
impressions, running it alongside of 
the notices. In time, people will 
want to know what their friends 
have to say, instead of that handful. 
It certainly will give the producers 
a better break and more people con- 


} 





critics, | 


Let | 


s done only for the first few 
It is a generous 


rows. 
gesture on the part 
of the wealthy patron to pay that 
price tor a choice seat so that his 
charity can bé given the advantage 
of this extra revenue. 

The charge is further made in your 
article that when these high-priced 
tickets are sold through regular 
ticket agencies, the patrons who buy 
them are so outraged by being ‘held 


up that they stay away from the 
theatre fe veeks afterwards, Thi 
‘narge is phoney right on the sur- 
face Very few benefit tickets are 
ndled through brokers, as choice 
locations are naturally used by mem- 
€ of the organizations and the un- 
lesirable locations are not wanted 
ykers. If, however, some choice 
ations do fall in the’ brokers’ 

, they usually get them at box- 
office rates and sell them at as much 
an advance as they are able to get. 
You make the statement in your 
article that theatre parties are com- 
posed of ‘push-over audiences.’ 
Nothing can be further from the 
truth It is absolutely misleading. 
Benefit audiences are no different 


i from the 


tented. It could be tried. 
Secondly, the specs. I have aj} 
definite system which could’ be 


worked out, but that detail would be 
too long to write about. 

Thirdly, the house staff or treas- 
urers as they are known. There is 
every reason to believe that this sea- 
son may be the foremost for poor 
business. So many people have been 
mishandled by the man behind the 
bars, that—they should be 
More people have been kept away 
from the theatre by the discourtesy 
of these employees than for any 
other reason. Put it all together and 
give the theatre a ‘new deal’ and see 
the public response. 

Arnold C. Blumlein. 


‘Benefits’ Nea Racket 
New York, Dec. 
Editor, VARIETY: 

Inder the caption of ‘Theatre Party 
A Benefit Gag,’ an article appeared 
on Dec. 22. It is inferred the busi- 
ness of running theatre benefits is a 
racket and those engaged in it are 
doing work of a questionable nature. 
The very word ‘gag’ in the argot of 
Broadway connotes both the benefit 
theatre agent and the philanthropic 
institutions are laying themselves un- 
der the charge of making money by 
fraudulent means. 

The reporter of this article cer- 
tainly knows very little of the bene- 
fit business and took less trouble to 
investigate the situation. At any rate, 
he took the side of the Broadway 
ticket brokers and refused to sub- 
stantiate their absurd and untrue 
statements by consulting the people 
engaged in selling theatre benefits. 
Fairness and common-sense should 
have taught the reporter there are 
two sides to every question and that 
our side should have been presented 
along with the theatre brokers’. 

The facts are diametrically op- 
posed to your article. In the first 
place, theatre benefits have been of 
inestimable value in bringing audi- 
ences to the theatre. If this were 
not the case, producers would not 
cooperate with the benefit agents. It 
would not pay them; money talks in 
the theatre as well as it does every- 
where else. The truth is, producers 
are very eager to book theatre bene- 
fits and use every means to assist 
theatre benefit agents to that end. 

The statement is made in your ar- 
ticle that the organizations are rack- 
eteering in theatre ticket prices and 
the article manages to suggest that 
the proceeds do not go for charity. 
This is a sinister insinuation. These 
organizations are bona-fide philan- 
thropie institutions with people of 
impeccable reputations at their 
heads. Some of these heads are out- 
standing in civie and social service 
work. 

Most of organizations running the- 
atre benefits do so to further their 
charitable work. They depend on 
benefits to raise funds for hospitals, 
nurseries. kindergartens, education, 
etc. Their prices for tickets in most 
are not more than 50c. above 


23. 


week—Monday or 
are allowed a re- 


the 
and 


enables them to make a 
their charity by charging 
extra amount 


count. It 
profit for 
this small 
tickets. 
You infer in ticle that it 
s quite usual for an organization to 
charge $15 a ticket, which is your 
for the insinuation of racket- 
As a matter of fact, only 
wealthy organizations 


that a 


on 


your al 


basis 
eering 
very 
tickets 


scale 


up tc nount and tnis 


there. | 


their | 


average audience and bene- 


| fit audiences can spot a hit just as 
quickly and just as certainly as 
Broadway first-nighters. For ex- 
ample: the preview-benefit audience 
this season at ‘Golden Boy’ were 
most enthusiastic. This can be sub- 


stantiated by inquiry from the Group 
theatre. Last season’s preview audi- 


}ence of ‘Yes, My Darling Daughter’ 








immediately recognized the comedy 
as a hit. And in seasons gone by, 
I can testify that this truth was 
proven by preview audiences liking 
immensely such hits as ‘Twentieth 
Century.’ ‘Men in White,’ and many 
other hits. I haven't time to men- 
tion. 

All the artistic groups in the the- 
atre have used the medium of the 


| theatre benefits to build up their au- 


diences. And right now at the pres- 
ent time this is true of the Mercury 
theatre, the American Repertory Co., 
and the Group Theatre. 

Producers have placed their stamp 
of approval on our business with full 
realization of the mutual benefit 
which comes from the service we 
render to them and the charitable 
organizations. 

In conclusion, we regard your ar- 
ticle as a damaging and a totally 
unfair presentation of a legitimate 
business. The benefit agents are 
rendering a service of great value 
to the theatre and to the cause of 
philanthropy. 

Association of Theatre 
Benefit Agents. 
(Ivy Larric, President.) 





A Literary Note 
Boston, Dec. 21, 


Editor, VARIETY: 

In the Dec. 15 issue of Va- 
RIETY on page 32, there appears 
an excellent radio review of Mar- 
jorie Mills’ State Maine program. 
I was interested in it because two 


Little. Brown authors were featured. 
But, alas, your reviewer misspelled 
both their names and the poor press 
agent is getting complaints. 


Mrs. Della T. Lutes, for instanee, | justify the existence of such a pol- 
is referred to throughout the re-| icy, 
view as Mrs. Root. This is particu- On the networks there are more | 
larly sad because your reviewer said} than 10 major coast-to-coast shows 
such swell things about Mrs. Lutes/that feature only swing music. 
and I am anxious to send her a/ That's besides the many other pro- | 
copy. Is there any possible way you | grams that include swing musie 
could give her a literary note? You among other types. 
wouldn't necessarily have to call at- Ray Block, CBS Conductor. 
tention to the fact that your re- ileal s 
viewer had made an error, but I ; ; 
think you might give her a nice plug Gene Autry—and Tootsie Rolls 
with the correct spelling of her | Editor, Variety: 
name. New York. Dec. 25. 
The other author given on Mar- I note a statement that Gene 
jorie Mills’ program should have Autry received money for endors- 
been Etnier: not Ethnier. jing Tootsie Rolls and also. that 
Anne Ford, Mutual is making an effort to in- 
Publicity Department. terest the manufacturers of this 
Little, Brown & Co. |product in sponsoring his program. 
ss tdaae |As advertising and merchandising 
20th-Fex'’s Radic News Preewig for the company, I am thor- 
; : oughly familiar with all phases of 
New York, Dec. 18. present and contemplated promo- 
Editor, VARIETY: tion. We cannot consider radio 
_ Your recent lead story on radio broadcasting until the fall of 1938, 
film gossip under a Richmond, Va-. | inasmuch as we are moving to « 


dateline. was a bit unfair I don't 
know who prepared the material for 


it, but under 20th Century-Fox you 
have listed Requests For Material 
Not Heeded 


This is entirely incorrect since 


send to more than 475 


we 


and commentators throughout the 
United States, a regular weekly let- 
ter, prepared especially for radio 
Stations, and we have been receiv- 
ing some very complimentary let- 
ters from many of 


these stations. 
The material is tin , 


a man who 


ied, its 
had 


. . ‘ ‘ . - 
experience aS Weill a 


written by 
broadcasting 


newspaper ex- 


perience, and the contents are va- 
ried and up-to-date. We have not 
heeded requests for dramatic sketches 
based on our pictures because we do 
not give such a service. 

When we have material of special 


Sincerely, 
Earl Wingart. 
With 


ladelphia, 


Fan Clubs 
Ph 
Editor, VARIETY: 

Your article on Joan Crawford's 
violent fans was interesting, if not 
alarming. It seems too bad that 
some people can’t show enthusiasm 
without getting hysterical. 

Let not your readers assume that 
all fan clubs behave in such fash- 
ion. May I point out that some 
get along without barbaric demon- 
strations, one of the most restrained 
—but none the less loyal—belonging 
to Elissa Landi? 

C. B. Shoemaker, 


Dignity 


Dec. 22. 


Ray Block’s For Swing 
New York, Dec. 24. 
Editor, VARIETY: 
There has been 
these and other 
effect that the 


much debate in 
columns to the 
current type of 
‘swing’ music has declined disas- 
trously in its popularity and will 
shortly go the way of all fads. As 
an orchestra leader whose specialty 
is exactly that type of music, such 


misstatements must certainly and 
do rankle. 

For proof that points to the con- 
trary, I need but cite the ballots 


of the record-breaking crowds that 
have swarmed to the New York 
Paramount to hear and see their fa- 
vorite music and maestros. The re- 
sult of the poll is perhaps the best 
barometer of public reaction to 
swing that we could ever hope to 
have. 

Benny Goodman leads his 
ner-up by 5,000 votes. And of the 
succeeding nine, Lombardo, Fields, 
Duchin, Dorsey, Heidt, Kemp, Gray, 
Waring and Kaye, six of them, are 
leaders of swing bands. 

At the Loew's State theatre the 
policy of the management has been 
to book almost exclusively the lead- 
ing swing bands of the country into 
its stage shows, and the box-office 
receipts are estimated to more than 


run- 





radio stations | 





|new factory and until we are in a 


| position to take care of the greatly 
increased demand on Tootsie Prod- 
ucts we cannot make any major ad- 


| vertising commitments. 
Although Gene Autrey 
other movie and 
| have endorged Tootsie Rolls, no 
|has been paid one cent 
ever will! 
You miznt be interested in know- 


and many 


siage athietic stars 
one 
and no one 


ing that @uring 1937 Tootsie Rolls 
did the biggest business in their 40 


) 
years history 


, © i as 
tauniond Spe ctor 





| H’wood’s Giving 





(Continued from 


page 4) 


peat of similar action last Christmas. 
Twentieth-Fox, which last year paid 
a handsome bonus to its employees, 
staggering up to the big-salaried 
executives, this Christmas vetoed a 
bonus of any kind in spite of a very 





interest to certain sections, we so 
designate that material. You can/|fine year for this company. Others 
easily understand that it would be|not passing out bonuses were RKO. 
quite impossible to give an exclus- {| Universal, Monogram, Republic and 
ive service to some 600 or 700 radio | Grand National. 
stations in the U. S., and this is one| The Metro-Loew bonus was two 
of the important points brought up| weeks’ salary if the total wouldn't 
by your Richmond, Va., corre pond- | exceed $50, while were it to toy 
ent. Your correspondent also says | this the amount paid was a flat $50 
that ‘the major flaw in film press}to all earning up to $100 weekly. 
departments is that they give radio} Additionally, Arthuw Loew per- 
chatter the identical word for word sonally presented his foreign de- 
material as mailed to local papers.’ partment crowd with a week’ al- 
This is only done by u when the | ary, plus $25 for Christmas dinner. 
material Is requested by the radio | Paramount at first paid off bonuses 
stations. Some stations have asked| of g week's salary to all earning 
to be furnished with news daily, and up to and including $40. then later 
we naturally give them the same | increased eligibility up to $50 
news that the newspapers get in | weekly. 
ce ances 
PT ea camee a couple of samples | awe wareee BORG was 8 wes web 
of our Broadcasting News. | salary for those ee MP eS wie 
j}jand a half week's salary for those 


| earning from $40 to $100 if that 
}amount did not exceed $40 in bonus 
payment. 

| Columbia gave a week’s salary to 
j all geeting up to $25 per and a fiat 
|rate of $25 for those earning from 
| this amount up to $150 weekly. 

| Employes of Filmarte theatre, N. Y., 
| 

| 


received an extra week’s salary in 


their pay envelopes, Dec. 24, be- 
sides an increase in pay effective 
|; With start of 1938. Jean Lenauer, 


theatre director, ordered both 


bursements. 


cis} 


Chicago, Dec. 28. 
An extra week’s pay was given to 
State-Lake help by A. J. Jones of 
Jones, Linick & Schaefer as na Xmas 
bonus. 


St. 


All employees at Loew’s theatre, 
from union crafts down, received a 
Xmas bonus equivalent to two weeks’ 
pay at party held at the theatre last 
week. Presentation was made by 
Harold W. (Chick) Evens, manager, 
who presided as host at the party. 


| News of Dailies 


54) 


Louis, Dec. 28. 














(Continued from page 


a gun to foil the villain of a western. 
Wounded woman patrons, 

Boston & Maine Railroad an- 
nounces fleet of ‘Safe Whoonee Trains’ 
to run out of Boston New Year's Eve. 
Trains are designed for reveling 
without chance of landing in jail tor 
drunken driving, etc. 


Coast 








Mrs. Frances Saunders granted a 
divorce from Russ Saunders, 
sistant director at Warners. 

Lila Lee was picked up for an al- 
leged traffic violation commiited at 
Newhall last April. Released on $30 
bail to appear for trial Jan. 1). 

Anna Wilkins, screen actress, 
granted a divorce from Wayne Wil- 
kins, theatre employe. 


as- 











| 
| Byron Vreeland, Hal Roach studio 
| property boss, was injured when a 
| Process screen fell on him. 

Claire Dodd announced that she 


. 


ber separated from her husbarfd, J 


| Milton Strauss, real estate broker, 
due to incompatibility, after seven 
years of marriage. 

Frank Montgomery, Hal Roach 
sound techician, and Mona Dark- 
feather, silent film actress, weve 


remarried last week after a separa- 
tion lasting nine years. Montzom- 
ery directed Miss Darkfeather in 
|‘The Massacre of the Fourth Cav- 
| alry’ for Selig, in 1914. 

| John V. Baines, writer, was ab- 
| solved by the L. A. superior court of 
blame for injuries suffered by Ross 
Shattuck in an automobile accident. 
| Peggy Hopkins Joyce was freed 
}from necessity of handing Pat 
| Powers $20,000 on a note in L. S. 
| superior court. 


Jean Hepburn, British girl arre-ted 
for robbing a house in Beverly Hills 
as a publicity stunt last spring. was 
removed from Tehachani women's 


prison to the California state asvlum 


for the insane at Ukiah in a strait- 

| jacket, 
James Dunn and Frances Gifford 
license to wed in Los 


| obtained a 
| Angeles. Both are screen plavers 
| Roger Marchetti. L. A. at‘o 





a P ney 
|has gone to Washington as reopre- 
| sentative of a number of hi“h- - 
j}aried film folk to plead for ‘deole- 
| tion allowances’ on income taxes bee 
fore officials of the internal revenue 
department. Principle invoked is 
the same as that under which pere- 
n engaged in the oil and mining 
ndustries are granted compensation 
\' ry the utilization of their natural 

resources, 
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COLUMBIA PICTURES CORP. 
GAUMONT BRITISH 


GRACIE ALLEN 
JUDITH ANDERSON 
RICHARD ARLEN 
ROBERT ARMSTRONG 
EDWARD ARNOLD 
JEAN ARTHUR 
MARY ASTOR 
LIONEL ATWILL 
LEW AYRES 
FAY BAINTER 
TALLULAH BANKHEAD 
THEDA BARA 
MONA BARRIE 
ETHEL BARRYMORE 
LIONEL BARRYMORE 
RICHARD BARTHELMESS 
FREDDIE BARTHOLOMEW 

JOHN BEAL 
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WALLACE BEERY 
JOAN BENNETT 
JACK BENNY 
CHARLES BICKFORD 
JOAN BLONDELL 
MARY BOLAND 


HELEN CHANDLER 
RUTH CHATTERTON 
MADY CHRISTIANS 
EDUARDO CIANNELLI 
INA CLAIRE 

CLAUDETTE COLBERT 
CONSTANCE COLLIER 
WALTER CONNOLLY 
LEY COOPER 
COOPER 

} CORTEZ 
WARD 












DUNNE 
¥ EILERS 
| ELDRIDGE 

EVANS 
RBANKS, JR. 
FARMER 










GRACE GEORGI 
DR. A. H. GIAND 
DOROTHY Gis! 
LILLIAN GISH ~ 
JAMES GLEASON 
MINNA GOMBELL 
C. HENRY GORDON 
RUTH GORDON 
VERA GORDON 
SHEILAH GRAHAM 
CARY GRANT 
SID GRAUMAN 
NAN GREY 
D. W. GRIFFITH 
SARA HADEN 
PORTER HALL / 
ANN HARDING 


> = air ee 
eS 
















WILLIAM KOENIG 
ALMA KRUGER 
OTTO KRUGER 
PETER B. KYNE 
ELISSA LANDI 

JUNE LANG 
JESSE LASKY 
LILA LEE 

EVA LeGALLIENNE 
FRITZ LEIBER 
RUFUS LeMAIRE 
MERVYN LEROY 
ERIC LINDEN 

MARY LIVINGSTON 

GENE LOCKHART 

KATHLEEN LOCKHART 
PETER LORRE 
ANITA LOUISE 
EDMUND LOWE 
MYRNA LOY 

ERNST LUBITSCH 

JEANETTE MacDONALD 
HELEN MACK 

FRED MAcMURRAY 

FREDRIC MARCH 
HERBERT MARSHALL 
ELSA MAXWELL 
JOEL McCREA 
DONALD MEEK 









JACK OAKIE 
MERLE OBERON 
PAT O'BRIEN 
UNA O'CONNOR 
BARBARA O'NEIL 
ORRY- KELLY 
MAUREEN O’SULLIVAN 
CECILIA PARKER 
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HOLLYWOOD BOULEVARD, HOLLYWOOD, CALIFORNIA 
DIRECTED BY CECIL B. DEMILLE « LOUIS SILVERS, Musical Director 


MONDAYS, 9 P.M. NEW YORK TIME, WABC—AND 
COAST-TO-COAST COLUMBIA NETWORK 
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RUSSELL PATTERSON 
WALTER PIDGEON 
ZASU PITTS 
LILY PONS 
DICK POWELL 
WILLIAM POWELL 
IRENE PURCELL 
MELVIN PURVIS 
GEORGE RAFT 
CLAUDE RAINS 
MARJORIE RAMBEAU 
BASIL RATHBONE 
GENE RAYMOND 
MAX REINHARDT 
ROBERT RIPLEY 
ROBERT RISKIN 
HAL ROACH 
BEVERLY ROBERTS 
MR. & MRS. E. G. ROBINSON 
MAY ROBSON 
GINGER ROGERS 
MRS. JAMES ROOSEVELT 
ROYER 
CHARLES RUGGLES 
MELVILLE RUICK 
MR. AND MRS. BABE RUTH 
GEORGE SANDERS 
ANNE SHIRLEY 
SYLVIA SIDNEY 
SIDNEY SKOLSKY 
ANN SOTHERN 
LIONEL STANDER 
BARBARA STANWYCK 
FRANCES STARR 
JIMMY STARR 
ANNA STEN 
HENRY STEPHENSON 
JAMES STEWART 
MARGARET SULLAVAN 
NAN SUNDERLAND 
GLORIA SWANSO 
AKIM TAMIROFF 
ROBERT TAYLOR 
CONWAY TEARLE 
VERREE TEASDALE 
LAWRENCE TIBBETT 
brag il TONE 

















WARREN WILLIAM 
WALTER WINCHELL 
CHARLES WINNINGER 
FAY WRAY 
JANE WYATT 
CLARA KIMBALL YOUNG 
LORETTA YOUNG 
ROLAND YOUNG 
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Radio time alone is worthless. Its 
value is determined by the use made 
of it. Transamerican was founded on 
the conviction that the program is the 
most vital element in broadcasting. 


The soundness of this conviction is 
evidenced by sales totalling five mil- 
lions of dollars. 





TRANOAMERIGAN BROADCASTING» TELEVISION CORP, | 


JOHN L. CLARK, President 





NEW YORK CHICAGO HOLLYWOOD 


=21 Fifth Avenue 333 North Michigan Avenue 5833 Fernwood Avenue 
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